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Private Pix Screenings a Growing 
Vogue; $400-$600 Per Evening’s Cost 


+ 

Society habit of arriving late at all 
theatrical performances and talking 
and visiting during the opera has an 
amusing echo in the growing habit 
of wealthy hosts who rent motion 
pictures for their house or apart- 
ment guests. It turns out that the 
habit is so strong that the socialites 
go right on chatting and kibitzing 
among themselves and don’t pay too 
much attention to the films being 
unreeled for thely gupposed enjoy- 
ment. 

Practice of renting pix for private 
screenings in homes and on estates is 
not wholly new. Particularly among 
film officials. But in the last couple 
of years it has grown considerably 


and includes many not In the indus- 
try. Number of thick-bankrollers | K SHER DOOLE 
now- have projection and sound | 


equipment in their residences and | 
make a practice of screening films 
for their guests also, frequently just 
for themselves. Majority have no 
equipment, merely renting pix by 
the night and paying operators. 
Cost for such screenings runs all 
the way from zero (for film execs 
and such) to $500 and $600 a night. 
Paradoxically, ones who pay the 
most for pix usually gander ‘em 


(Continued on page 28) 


Spanish Factions 
Woo World Opinion 


Via the Newsreels. 











Reason for continued and wide- 
spread coverage of warfare in Spain 
Is partially explained by newsreel 
executives. Also why the Loyalist 
or government side of battlefields 
myst often figure in reel clips. Both 
warring factions are striving to get | 
their side of the trouble before the | 
world. Both have camera crews 
or affiliations and other facilities. | 
And both have been straining to get 
their views inte the world’s con- 
Sciousness, 

The result is probably the most 
Sweeping coverage of any major 
Conflict in many years. Franco's 
Tebel forces have been handicapped 
in recent months because of inability 
to get newsreel shots out of the 
Country. On the other hand, sev- 
eral newsreel associations 

ave been maintaining regular ship- 

Ments of film from Madrid, headed 
for principal world capitals. 


foreign 





Mexico Rebuilding 1st 


Y .- 
No. American Theatre 
Mexico City, April 6. 
North America’s first playhouse, 
phage Principal in Puebla City. 
 Samatied reconditioned as a national 
nent by the Federal govern- 





pee Theatre has not been used in 
0 years. | 
Ww . = 
are ~ also busy rebuilding the } 
5. c o— theatre, in Charleston, 


TORCH RADIO BROADCASTS 





Wordless Romance 


Audrey Call, concert and ra- 
die violinist, has composed a 
violin suite of three movements 
ealled ‘Canterbury Tales,’ which 
concerns Duke of Windsor- 
Wally Simpson romance. They 
will be recorded next week by 
Irving Mills for Master Records, 

Divided into following: ‘To 
the Lady .rom Baltimore,’ “The 
Bishop Checkmates’ and ‘The 
Duke Takes a Train.’ Numbers 
are wordless and strictly for 
instrumentalizing. 











| centage quota for 


jan easy 


i the $2,000 a week salary, 


A CAMPUS 
PUZZLER 


Like the ‘Kosher Kitty Kelly’ 
Broadway musical comedy of some 
years back, Yvette Rugel’s son, 
Johnny Dooley, Jr., was a bit of a 
campus furore in the east when try- 


ing to matriculate at one of the east- | ; 
| of Money and You, 


ern universities where there’s a per- 
Jewish students. 


The son, 19, of the late comedian, 


Johnny Dooley, and Miss Rugel 
| (Mrs. Dooley) has been brought up 
|! in his mother’s faith, almost from 


the start. As has his sister, Mary, 17. 

He’s now at a midwestern univer- 
sity, although the campus authorities 
still can’t figure out how a guy called 
Johnny Dooley, Jr., is Jewish by 
faith. 

Miss Rugel, making a professional 
comeback, is singing at Bill’s 
90's nitery in New York, and also 
recently got a Howard Clothes com- 
mercial over WMCA. 


JES’ ‘LAZY 


Stepin Fetchit’s Transcription Idea 
For Stage Act 
Wearing smoked glasses around 


nfght clubs in film star fashion {fs 
far from the tops for Stepin Fetchit. 
When playing the Met, Boston, fot 
Paramount a couple weeks 
opened his act by letting a record 
of his regular routine do the work 
for him*”while he sat on the stage in 
chair letting science do its 


ago, he 


stuff. 

The Par h.o. found out about it 
and called for the contract which, 
sure enough. specified he could use 
They didn’t know it was 
a record of his whole act, however 
so what to do became the burning 
problem. ‘At about the time when 
Par was ready to let him go, despite 
the record 


a record. 


accidentally got broken. 
Fetchit filled out the 
the act himself. 


week doing 


DNELY FEMMES 
MIDNITE WAIL 


Disc Record Request Pro- 


and Addresses 


TELLS THE WORLD 














Lonely 


|} all-night phonograph programs on 


some of the metropolitan New York 


radio stations. It’s a swell chance to 


cure their loneliness by contacting 
romance through messages delivered 


in the form of requests for musical 


tunes after first announcing the 
name and address of the person mak- | 
ing the request broadcast. Programs 
start around midnight. 

Sotto voce giveaways are the titles 
| selected by the gals. Requests are 
| invariably torchy and as frequently 
| as possible have a romantic meaning. 
| Titles such as ‘I’m Lonely,’ ‘Come To 
| Me My Melancholy Baby,’ ‘Ain't Got 
| Nobody,’ ‘Lover Come Back,’ ‘Plenty 
‘Lonesome and 
Alone Blues,’ etc., are 





Sorry,’ ‘All 
| overworked, 

Couple of the station boys are cog- 
nizant of the disguised messages, vut 
are minding their 
Same programs are also used by 
wives seeking their wayward or 
lushed hubbies. Station boys figure 
| there’s no use curtailing one’s own 
| livelihood by eliminating any listen- 
| ers. And it comes under the head of 
public service, anyhow, 


own 


Gay | 


numbers. Radio stations make a}! 
practice of playing the recorded 


grams Used as Q.T. Cues | 


| 


on Their Loneliness —-| 
Torch Songs Played AIl-| 


ways Include Gals’ Names | 


‘adies have discovered the 





| 
| 


| 


business. | 
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N. Y. Fair Figures to Be $125,000,000 
In the Red Before It Opens in 1939 





Turnover 
Chicago, April 6. 

Not far from here there's a 
small town with two film the- 
atres, At one of these theatres 
it has become almost a daily 
tradition that before the first 
night show house lights go up 
and the manager stalks on stage 
for the following announce- 
ment: 

‘All you kids who've been in 
here since 1 o’clock get to hell 
out, and let some people sit 
down,’ 











LEGIT SCRIPT 


PUTS FTP 
ON PAN 


Los Angeles, April 6, 
One of the kickbacks directed at 


cm 


Federal Theatre Project, as presently | 


handled, has appeared in N. Y. in 
script form under title of 
Sam Presents’ 

Piece is looking for a $40,000 bank- 


roll and while waiting for it is going 


to be produced in Los Angeles at 
Belasco which has been taken ove: 
by A. H. Woods, 

Material has come out of feud 
jin L, A. sector where J. Howard 
Miller was the centre of the attack. 


me S. 
' 


William Perlman, ronce head of 
playreading department in FTP in 
is thought to be Julian Thayer. 








an ab- 
companies 
fact that President 
Roosevelt sees any of the product, 
despite F. D. R. often emitting price- 
less praise on many films. 

The President, a fan, has a pro- 
jectionist on duty daily in the White 
House, and almost nightly a 

| ing is run off. F, D. R. usually 
only a couple of celluloiders weekly. 
When he doesn’t sit in, his family 
and members of the White House 
personnel can be counted on. The 
entire White Household like pix. 

The quietus imposed by the Hays 
Office rigid no company, can 
even release the name of a film shown 
in- Roosevelt residences, including 
Hyde Park, N. Y.. 
Springs, Ga., 


The Hays Office maintains 
solute ban on all picture 


| Rjugging the 


screen- 
sees 


is so 


and Warm | clude shorts and cartoons as well as 


much less publicize any | features. 


F.D.R. An Ardent Film Fan But Biz 
Mustn’t Ballyhoo the Pix He Likes 


~ 


comment on the President is 
to remark after a screening. 

Within the trade there is a meas- 
ure of grumbling on the Hays edict, 
and it does not emanate entirely 
from the press agents. Thought i: 
that Hays’ office should be 
pix to the public in every pos- 
sible, and that at least an angle in 
such an attempt lies in publicly es- 
tablishing Mr. One as a 
filmgoer. As far as can be ascer- 
tained, Mr. Roosevelt has never re- 
quested his predilections for pix be 
kept secret, 

White House secretaries obtain 
prints from the Washington ex- 
changes, specifically naming the ones 


desired by F. D. R. His 


heard 


selling 
way 


frequent 


tastes in- 


| modern 


With the opening still more than 
two years off, the New York World's 
Fair has already 
mately $1,500,000. Staff now totals 
570 full-time employees, with that 
number swelling constantly. Offices 
cover five full floors of the Empire 
State Building. 

Before the Fair officially opens on 
April 30, 1939, figured $125,000,000 
will have been ladled out, Fair itseit 
will fork over around $25,000,000 of 
that amount, with private exhibs, 
foreign governments and concession- 


spent approxi- 





aires putting up remaining $100,000,- 
000. Grover Whalen and aides esti- 
mate (and hope) for attendance otf 
50,000,000 the first year, to guarantee 


success, That’s at an average rate 
of about 250,000 daily for the six 
months the Fair will be open 


throughout 1939 and probably 1940, 

Some idea of the magnitude of the 
New York Fair, according to pres- 
ent figuring, may be had from com- 
parisens with the Chicago Century 


of Progress, which was the largest 
up to then Cost of the Chieagn 


show was around $40,000,000 before 
the opening. Attendance totalied 
21,000,000 the first year, at an aver- 
age daily rate of about 120,000. 


Personnel setup of the Fair, which 


_ began with a group of seven men 
‘Uncle | 
by Julian W. Thayer. | 


(Continued on 


page 7b) 


New Cooling System 
Proposed for Legits 
From Central Plant 


A new glen ton for air-conditioning 
and cooling legit theatres is being 
proposed. The system provides for 
a central operations station, but 


| there is to be no piping of chilled 
| air, Sponsors of the plan claim the 


system can be electrically operated 
from one plant or station. 

If the system proves practical it 
would solve a vexing problem on 
Broadway, Legit managers have 
held off putting in modern condi- 
honing apparatus because of the 
cost of installation. Such individual 


plants cost around $20,000. Several 


legiters have had modern equipment 
installed, but others are using ice 

tems, saying the expense of new 
plants is not warranted, because 


there is no reasonable 
remaining open, 

Proposition, as outlined. 
a group of 20 theatres to use the 
Cost is not excessive, 
but one stipulation is that managers 
using the system, must guarantee to 
pay rental for five years for ap- 
paratus to be installed. 

One N, Y. house which will operate 
through summer is the Booth. 
has ‘You Can’t Take It With 
It is claimed that the theatre 
maintain a temperature of 55 
grees, with a system 
Reason is 
strikes the 


assurance ot 


calls for 


new service. 


which 
Caen? 
can 
de- 
noe 
sun 


which is 
that the 
building, 


never 
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Screen Actors’ Guild Gets No 
Look-In as Pat Casey Reaches 
Studio Labor Accord; 10%, Tilt 








After meeting only two days, Sun- 
day and Monday (4-5), with mini- 
mum of fireworks, as predicted, the 
producers’ labor committee headed 
by Pat Casey reached an agreement 
providing for 10% increases to four 
internationals, under a_ five-year 
basie agreement, and stand willing 
now or at any later date to take 
back the Brotherhood of Painters, 
which is trying to bring other groups 
in with them. Musicians remain at 
same rate, having asked for no in- 
crease, 


Except that the painters are still 
out; the fact that an unrelated group 
is trying to tack onto this union; the 
threat of the Screen Actors’ Guild 
to cause trouble, which isn’t taken 
too seriously by the producers; and 
discussion concerning inclusion of 
the laborers under the basic agree- 
ment, there is nothing confronting 
the producers that may prove 
troublesome. Advance information 
was that the producers did not fear 
serious trouble this year, in spite of 
the fact that the efforts of the 
Screen Actors’ Guild toward partici- 
pation in studio agreements have 
fallen on unlistening ears to date. 


The producers are reported refus- 
ing to believe that the SAG will 
strike, or if it does, that the organ- 
ization can cause much trouble. 

(Continued on page 27) 


HAYS REPORT OMITS 
PIX-RADIO REFERENCE 


No mention of exhibitor squawks 
against the appearance of picture 
stars om radio network programs 
was made by Will Hays in his an- 
nual report. In fact, the only out- 
right mention of the word ‘radio’ 
was in connection with sight-and- 
ear entertainment, ‘Just as seeing 
better pictures is itself an influence 
toward higher standards of picture 
appreciation so is hearing better 
music from the screen and through 
the radio lifting the musical appre- 
ciation of the public.’ 

Some trade observers, however, 
believed that his closing remarks 
might be interperted as partly, at 
least, referring to radio competition. 
In this, Hays said: 

‘It would be easy to assume with 
the many pathfinding pictures... 
that the industry can afford te rest 
on its achievements. There could be 
no greater mistake. 

‘Public taste is not static, and 
there is no single formula for the 
continued acceptability of motion 
picture or other entertainment. The 
industry cannot afford ever to dis- 
continue the vast entertainment re- 
search inherent in the making of 
pathfinding pictures. It must for- 
ever blaze new trails with new 
products for the screen.’ 











Astaire Tied to Packard, 
‘H’wood Hotel’ Deal Cold 


Hollywood, April 6. 

‘Hollywood Hotel’ is passing up 
‘Shall We Dance’ due to the in- 
ability to get Fred Astaire who is 
tied up exclusively with Packard for 
the air. Instead, Louella Parsons is 
using Ginger Rogers solo in 
*Vivacious Lady’ some time in June 

RKO is also cold on airing ‘Dance’ 
without Astaire, as it deems it bad 
merchandizing. 


‘Dance’ was slated for April 16. 
Film gets national release April 23. 





U’s Campus Scouting 


Lucille Ryman, aide to Harry 
Evans, Universal’s eastern talent 
chief, starts on a month’s talent trek 
first of next week. Plans to scour 
midwest territory but search for new 
faces will not be confined to any par- 


- 
» 4 


The Lay Idea 





Current issue’s Forum dept. 
on: page 71 includes a letter 
from a layman on the film- 
radio situation which should 
have wide trade interest. 


Referring to a filmusical, 
which the layman was keyed 
up on, through the radio ex- 
ploitation, the attitude of a film 
fan about the plugging of forth- 
coming pictures on the air may 
be the answer to the pix-radio 
discussion, 











THOMSON RETURNS 
WEST AFTER PARLEYS 


Unsuccessful in attempts to par- 
ticipate in producer-union pourpar- 
lers in New York, Kenneth Thomson 
left yesterday afternoon (Tues.) for 
the Coast to determine what imme- 
diate action will be taken as a result 
of a rebuff, again, by the Casey com- 
mittee this year. Should Thomson 
and the executive committee of the 
Screen Actors’ Guild believe that a 
strike is both Justified and advisable 
at this time, the matter would sup- 
posedly go before the body for a 
vote. Of the 5,000 members in the 
SAG, 2,000 are of the senior grade 
and 3,000 junior. 

While it is claimed that the five 
internationals which are part of the 
studio basic agreement stand ready 
to support the SAG and backed pe- 
tition for recognition, none of these 
powerful unions refused to sit in 
with the Casey committee unless 
Thomson was also permitted to take 
part. One supposition expressed was 
that, although the five internationals 
might lend moral support, it is a 
question whether they would be 
willing to engage in a sympathetic 
strike, calling out their lower-sal- 
aried employees in order to aid star 
and featured-player members of the 
SAG. 








LEHMANS AND PAR 


S. E. C. Reveals Stock Holdings — 
Loew, Rubin, Cohn’s Shares 








Washington, April 6. 

Big new investment in Paramount 
by Lehman Bros. was revealed Sat- 
urday (3) in semi-monthly statement 
of insider transactions issued by U.S. 
Securities & Exchange Commission. 
Few other film deals were spot- 
lighted. 


Leading the list, Lehman firm 
grabbed up 167,000 units of Par’s 
1935 series 20-year debentures in 
addition to prior holding of 6,000 
shares of common, which put John 
Hertz, Lehman partner, on the board. 
Only other Par transaction was gift 
of 400 common by Y. Frank Free- 
man, slicing his investment to 600 
shares. ; 

Overdue statement showed Arthur 
M. Loew cutting, his interest in 
Loew's, Inc., during December via 
gift of holding company stock. Deal 
involved reduction of 1,721 shares 
of his proportionate interest, leaving 
him with 2,198. J. Robert Rubin was 
shown as big buyer during Febru- 
ary, picking up 13,890 common and 
swelling his batch to 16,890, in addfi- 
tion to 350 pieces of preferred 
owned through holding company. 

Small increases in Jack Cohn’s in- 
terest in Columbia Pictures via con- 
version of certificates occurred in 
February. Report showed he picked 
up 12 shares of rommon, making his 
total 517, and 964 voting trust certi- 
ficates, giving him 39,534 of this 
denomination. 


Korngold’s Opera 











ticular region or city. 
Several colleges will be contacted 


to survey senior thespian possibilities | 


just »efore graduation. 

Joe Holton, first aide to Joseph 
Pincus, eastern talent chief for 20th- 
Fox, is on another swing through the 
west seeking mew faces. Talent 
scout is particularly interested in 
svecialty artists for use in vast pro- 
gram of musicals planned by com- 
wany. 








Erich Wolfgang Korngold, Vien- 
nese composer, currently on a WB 
contract in Hollywood, has com- 
pleted an opera, ‘Catherine.’ 

Wrote the piece on the Coast, but 
will give his native Vienna a break 
by having it world-preemed there. 
Has been put on the Vienna State 
Opera sked for the 1937-38 season. 


though not yet completely cast nor 
dated. 








KEN MURRAY 


Atlanta Georgian says — “Ken 
Murray, delightful funny man who 
makes you roar with delight every 
week on the airwaves, will be the 
fifth top-notch star of radio with a 
daily ‘feature’ in the Georgian. The 
others are Walter Winchell, Robert 
L. Ripley, Edwin C. Hill and Louella 
O. Parsons. Watch for his first re- 
lease tomorrow.” 
Direction: 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 








SAILINGS 


April 28 (New York-to London). 
Arthur E. Lee (Normandie). 


April 16 (London to New York) 
Alistar Cooke (Pres. Harding). 


April 14 (New York to London) 
Robert Ross, Richard Aldrich, Irvin 
Marks, Charles Lederer (Nor- 
mandie). 


April 8 (New York to Porto Rico) 
Eduardo G. Gonzales (Coamo), 


April 7 (New York to London) 
Sidney R. Kent, Nat Pendleton, Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, Walter Hutchinson, 
Mrs. Erno Rapee (Queen Mary). 


April 7 (New York to Paris) Helen 
Morgan, Danielle Delbruyere, Mar- 
celle Tinayre, Georges Lanternier 
(Lafayette). 


April 5 (New York to London) 
Cornelia Otis Skinner (Britannic). 


April 4 (New York to Bermuda) 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Koehler 
land). 


April 4 (New York to Mermuda) 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Koehler 
(Volendam). 

April 3 (New York to London) Nat 
Levine (Rex). 

April 3 (San Francisco to Shang- 
hai) Sol M. Wurtzel, Louis Breslow 
(Pres. Hoover). 

April 1 (New York to Paris) Fd- 
mund Lowe, William G. O’Brien, 
Yonel Cotnareanu, Louis Amic, M. E. 
Burtan, Archie Randall (ile de 
France), 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Fay Bainter. 

Robert Benchley. 
Whitney Bolton. 
Blayne Butcher. 
Mike Connolly. 

Al Dubin. 

James Montgomery Flagg. 
Four Rhythm Kings. 
J. R. Grainger. 
Oscar Liese. 

Loria Bros. 

Edwin H. Morris. 
Ritz Bros. 

Sid Rogell. 

Kenneth Thomson. 
Virginia Verrill. 
Harry Warren. 

A. P. Waxman. 
Linton Wells. 
Walter Winchell. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Charles Collins. 

J. Cheever Cowdin. 
William Danforth. 
Ernest Gann. : 
Henry Ginsburg. 
Ben Goetz. 

Vivian Hart. 

Ed Hatrick. 

Arthur Lamb. 

Nat Levine. 
Edmund Lowe. 
Mike Marco. 
Archie Mayo. 
Frank Moulan. 
Eric Portman. 
Vera Ross. 

Jan Rubini. 
Dorothy Stone. 
Estelle Taylor. 





ARRIVALS 


Karl Macdonald. Nadia Boulanger, 
Gilbert Miller, Nérman Marshall, 
Sandor Incze, Mr. and Mrs. Frenco 
Ghione. 











Filmusicals’ Radio Stymie 


Up to press time yesterday (Tuesday) the Warner Bros. group 
remained the only music publishers, with film producer connections, 
to refuse to yield to am NBC edict and call off the restrictions on 
filmusical tunes, as far as sustaining programs are concerned. War. 
ners has elected, through Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, its music pub- 
lishing head, to stand pat on its old policy of keeping the restric. 
tions on until the date of general release for the pictures involved. 

Although the Robbins publishing group, controlled by Metro, has 
lifted all restrictions on its currently riding score, ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ (20th Century), it has not decided whether the same arrange- 
ments will prevail for forthcoming picture scores. General sentiment 
among producer-affiliated music publishers, as they have been warn- 
ing their studios over a year, is that the film producers and their 
pub alliances would be best off if they nodded to the network’s re- 
quirements and limited the restriction angle to commercial programs, 
if that device proves successful, 

Full details on the filmusical radio controversy are in stories in 
the music section. 























Radio Film Broadeasts 


‘Maytime’ 

What ostensibly was intended to be a guest appearance by Jeaneite 
MacDonald on the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ program wound up as a 25-minute 
synopsis and plug for this film star’s current release, ‘Maytime’ (Metro), 
At least that was the proposition as presented to the microphone Friday 


night (2). Backstage a certain amount of confusion and manipulation 
colored this broadcast. 


For instance, it marked an Appomattox for Miss MacDonald and Louella 
O. Parsons who, until recently, had been feuding and no kiddin’, For 
Neison Eddy, opposite Miss MacDonald in the picture, this radio occasion 
was something of a Bull Run. Femme player explained her co-star’s ab- 
sence from the program as being due to a concert tour, but it is under- 
stood that had Eddy been on the Coast he would have declined this invi- 
tation anyway. It seems he doesn’t believe in giving his voice to a com- 
mercial sponsor for nothing. It is also reported that Eddy so declared 
himself at the time the idea was first broached. Hence, the conclusion 
that while he didn’t exactly run out, he would have done so had he been 
around. In addition, Miss MacDonald’s appearance on this hour marks a 
change in her attitude as to making a gift of professional appearances. 


Meanwhile, there was the studio’s stand. Lately growing increasingly 
cool on the radio thing as regards its pictures and people, it was said that 
Miss MacDonald virtually flung down the gauntlet when studio heads pro- 
tested this broadcast. So what was the windup? Not only did the studio 
okay the use of tunes from ‘Maytime’ but also appearing on the program 
were Hunt Stromberg and Robert Z. Leonard, respectively producer and 
director of the picture. Meaning that at the finish the whole thing must 
have had some sort of M-G-M blessing. All rather confusing, of course, 
in signifying another quick switch in front. 

It may be as well to first take up the matter of the men behind the 


camera appearing on radio-film broadcasts. The summation is that they 
don’t belong. 


Regardless of what Hollywood may think, and no matter the personal 
urge to edge in for some publicity, the quicker production executives 
realize that the public isn’t interested in who manufactures the picture 
the better. Those credit titles on a screen may mean everything to Holly- 
wood, but over the Los Angeles city line they’re a stage wait. Another 
thing execs, and directors, might keep in mind is that among the greatest 
lulls radio has known have been those presidents, and vice-presidents, 
who prattle about their commodities, 


For this event ‘Maytime’ was given the final 25 or 30 minutes on the air 
and right off the bat the program failed to give Miss MacDonald any the 
best of it through having her preceded by a girl with a voice of similar 
calibre. It meant two sopranos almost immediately following one another. 
In vaudeville that would be lousy booking; in radio it’s deplorable judg- 
ment. Verily, if they can’t even take care of people who are appearing 
gratis it’s just too bad. 


Further, there’s something here for Miss MacDonald to ponder. Radio is 
not only a matter of publicity for herself or her picture. It’s a cinch that 
if ‘Maytime’ is as good as they say it is, and boxoffice reports so indicate, 
then the film doesn’t need a radio boost. Word-of-mouth will get it more 
business than all the broadcasts over all the networks they can find. 
Therefore, when a picture is as good as this one—what can radio do for 
it? Not forgetting that on ‘Hollywood Hotal’ they truly give it away for 
those guesting are not even paid. So they’re really playing a benefit. 
Who for? Campbell’s Soup? Lolly Parsons? 


All of which prompts the thought that possibly radio is best for the 
intermediate pictures. Nothing helps a bad one. But a sock film doesn’t 
need the air and certainly not, as in this case, after the studio has already 
found out that it has a hit. Here is a concrete example of giving away 
something which has already established itself as desirable. For what? 


But getting back to Miss MacDonald. As concerns radio she might give 
a thought to figuring out just what it can do for, or to, her. Radio should 
not be just a careless fancy with this girl. It’s more serious than that 
 pesense when she goes on the air she immediately puts herself in com- 
petition with other femme radio sopranos. And there are some pretty good 
voices on the air. The fact that Miss MacDonald can hold her own with 
the best of them is not the point. The point is that Miss MacDonald's 
advantage is her attractiveness when you both hear and see her. So why 
should she needlessly sacrifice, via radio, 50% of what she has to offer? 
For money? Hardly. For publicity? She gets her share. There are 
many radio vocalists for whom it is as well te remain unseen. Yet, that 
assuredly doesn’t go for this star. 


If Miss MacDonald deems it a matter of prestige she might mull that over, 
too. Basically, and rather obviously, Miss MaeDonald is in the fortunate 
position at the moment of not needing radio. It is also possible she has 
not given this angle sufficient research. But now isn’t the time for her 
ito be on the air. When she’s concerned in a bad picture—that’s about the 
spot to start bolstering with radio broadeasts. And if Miss MacDonald is 
bent on giving her talent away for what prestige, or publicity, she may 
think is involved, she could slip herself more of a favor by doing a New 
York show. In that case she would still practically be giving herself away 
(who could pay her?) and it would mean more to her than needless hop- 
ping m and out of various broadcasts. 


On this particular program Igor Gorin subbed for the missing Mr. Eddy 
with the script leaving the story incomplete which, as a teaser idea, was 
‘reasonable. In between came the melodies from the operetta. These were 
delivered well enough if rather haphazard on eontinuity. None of it actually 
seemed important. Rather was it a case of some nice singing without 
anyone knowing exactly why. 


Prior to launching the ‘Maytime’ extravaganza Miss Parsons confiden- 
tially whispered (across a metwork mike) to Miss MacDonald that 15.- 
060,006 were listening. If we remember rightly radio men didn’t estimate 
many more than that for the first of the President’s fireside chats during 
the bank crisis. So Miss Parsons simply put herself up there with F. D. R. 
Which is fair enough because 15,000,000 people are a lot of people, and her 





guess is as good as anyone’s—but prove it, Lolly. 
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Film Labor Accord Points Way 


At the very moment when some of the largest American industries are 


engagit 


1g in bitter labor controversies resulting in stoppage of production | 


and loss in wages to unnumbered workers, the film industry, after ami- | 


cable conferences, adopts an upward wage scale affecting nearly all crafts 
20,000 workers are directly affected | 
in the wage increases, but many times that number benefit immediately 
from the fact that a major internal adjustment has been accomplished with- 


employed in production. More than 


out loss of 


a single day’s work at the studios and without the suspension 


of one hour of operation in the nation’s 13,000 theatres, 


What has been done reflects much credit on the picture business. 


Irre- 


spective of the merit of the claims for increased compensation to studio 
crafts, the manner in which the conferences were handled and the ap- 


parent desire of the representatives 
reach an early and just solution, can 


of both management and labor to 
well be regarded as formulas which 


American industry, as a whole, might study with profit. 


Collective bargaining in nearly all 
brought about without a full share 


branches of show business was not 
of headaches. The very nature of 


show business, constantly shifting and changing to keep pace with the 
public’s fickle entertainment demands, has made necessary constant read- 


justments in labor relations. 


It is unquestionably 


true that the industry’s 


policy of short term agreements have resulted beneficially in maintaining 
some semblance of proper balance in these matters. 


The very mechanics of the operation of the film industry do not coun- 
tenance labor strife of the kind and character with which the newspapers 


are smeared at the present time. 


Cessation of production, even for a few 


weeks, would have its immediate effect on the operation of hundreds of 


motion picture theatres. 


Distribution of films is synchronized to produc- 


tion, and exhibition, week after week, is wholly dependent on the ma- 
chinery by which positive prints keep flowing with regularity to and from 


the film exchanges. 


The only reserve in the film industry which could bridge over inter- 
rupted distribution is a sense of humor. 


Likewise, the craft workers at the 


studios, who are beneficiaries of the 


new agreement, with few exceptions, are engaged in employment which is 
unique and quite different from comparable occupations in other indus- 
trial fields. They are as closely tied to film producing for their livelihood, 
as the exhibitor who depends exclusively on pictures, 





The week's conferences adjourned without tackling the demands of the 
Screen Actors’ Guild for the recognition it is demanding to be included 


in the basic labor agreements. 


of whom 3,500 are registered extras. 


The Guild claims a membership of 5,600, 


Ultimate disposition of the Guild 


claims. therefore, remains as the dramatic suspense 1n the industry's play 


of labor relations. 


Laemmle, Jr., Buys | 
‘Clitterhouse’ Which 
WB Play-Financed 


Film rights to ‘The Amazing Dr. 
Clitterhouse’ have been secured by 
Carl Laemmle, Jr. Play was pre- 
sented at the Hudson, N. Y., by Gil- 











Metro’s Boyd Crawford 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 
Boyd Crawford, graduate of Car- 
negie Tech drama school, once active 
in little theatre work here and now 


vv 





| 


on Broadway in Mark Reed’s comedy | 


hit, ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ has 
just been signed for pix by Metro. 
Crawford doesn’t report on Coast un- 
til after ‘Daughter’ closes, since he 
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‘20th-Fox and Metro Remain Neutra 
In Any Tiffing Between Maxwell-CB 
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Distribs Want the Exhibs to Neithe 20th Century-Fox nor 
. ae Metro taking sides in the alterca- 
Pay a Proportionate In- , Holiywood, April 6 tion between the Ostrers and John 

r Early peeks of ‘Lost Horizon’ . The ric ; 
crease with the Improved so felled one scenario write rer eaphth t] tg Prion [seen nl pid 
. ‘. ; : . ’ minding nei own busine ANy 
Receipts—Theatre Circuit that 7 reget grad faeces and talk which would link the American 

a retire to Tibet intending to aay i : : : 

Affiliations Cue the Pro- work himself ee wee Sree Sener as ee 


up to a lama. 


4 , i hem : oe battle of the Britishers is wrong. 
. Nothing was hear rom him ont 
ucer Distribs on th e . . rhere indications 














for months, but this week ee that John 
Upped Income brought three story ideas into Maxwell might have coveted the 
Hollywood from the budding PEGE Of Se Aanervons Rees ie Ep 
en Buddhist. Each, he insisted, had pending oun against the Ostrers. 
PROD. COSTS UP bigger grossing possibilities || However. it's the official inside that 
° ian Cet Beieba? ol An the American companies shrugged 

Good Earth’ down such implication 
In so far as the American concerns 
The film trade’s new season drive —— | g0, the attitude on their side pre- 
» business w > kevnote a : . vails that the G-B situation. as dis- 
101 i iness_ will ha keynoted wy . Mo. Exhibs Adither comforting as it may appear to be, is 
need for higher fitm rentals. Com- a business matter and not a prob- 


pany leaders are ready to show these lem of personalities 


Both G-B and the Maxwell circuits 


Over Report H’wood 


have not kept apace with a tremen- 


dously rising gete. S.A. Rearing Its Head are customers of American film firms, 
and in this regard, the Ostrers may 
The distributors want the exhibi- — be as close to either 20th Century- 
tors who are benefiting from the St. Louis, April 6. Fox or Metro as Maxwell, and vice 
higher standard of entertainment Will Hays will soon receive a! versa, both being substantial and im- 
values, which the companies have worded 


strongly portant product users. 


There is 


protest from local 


the added cost of millions | exhibs against any move on the part 


created at 


no secret here of the fact 


of dollars, to meet the firms half-way | o¢ producers emphasizing s.a. in new | that both the Ostrers and Maxwell 
so that the upped standard of film pix. The MPTOA of St. Louis, East- | have been bidding strongly for the 
amusement can be maintained. /ern Missouri and Southern Illinois is | better selection of 20th Century-Fox 
There cge film firms which can'! enlisting aid of Better Films Council films. On that end there is no 
prove that‘the biggest part of their|of Greater St. Louis and similar | Seater significance to be attached 
consolidated net is being derived, not | bodies in this territory. A  syndi- to the maneuvers of the two British 
from distribution and production, but | cated story from Hollywood cap- sides than just that. 
from affiliated theatre operations. Of | tioned ‘Is Sex Coming Back to Hol- Sidney R. Kent, president of 20th 
course, it is admitted that this isn’t | lywood?’, appearing in St. Louts Century-Fox, is expected here within 
true in every case. However, it is | Globe-Democrat last week, indicated | ® week, and what may occur dur- 
argued that were the required film | a program to inject more sex appeal | !""S his sojourn here remains to be 
rentals to prevail in the trade, there | in pix had been formulated. Story, | °°°" The 20th Century-Fox prexy 
would be no need for producer and | liberally illustrated with females | '5 Scheduled to sail today (Wednes- 


distributor companies to own or con- |! who have capitalized on s.a., is the (Continued on page 28) 
trol theatres. basis on which the protest is being 

Fact that there are major exam- | made. * ° 
ples, where the affiliated theatre in- Members of MPTOA assert their G-B Divvy Suit On 


patrons do not want pix which over- 
emphasize the vamp style or play up 


come composes the chief support ot 
distributor-producer firms, is deemed 


one of the strongest arguments for | Strip-tease artists. London, April 6 

the continuance of major company Members of the committee are W. Injunction action against Gau- 

theatre operation. This affiliated the- A. Collins, Metropolis, Ill, and De- | mont-British, to restrain the com- 

atre income possibility is the firm’s | Soto, Mo., chairman; Noah Bloomer, | pany from paying preference divi- 

| principal investment safeguard. Belleville, Ill.: A. Groeteke, St.|dends, started in court here toe 
It is the acknowledged fact of the , Louis, and Sam Conn, exhibitor with | day (6). 


business that the country’s theatres, 
in the past two years, have increased 


houses in Collinsville, Ill., and here. Trial to continue several days be- 


fore any light is seen. 
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Bob Riskin Muses on ‘Lost Horizon 
And Wisecracking to a B'way Chorine 


Robert Riskin is a polite chap, 
and so when he hears discussions 
of ‘Lost Horizon,’ which is all the 
time, every place he goes—wherever 
picture people are assembled, his en- 
trance has become the cue for vio- 
lent outbursts on the subject—he 
listens, but he no longer joins in 
the fray. He has, he confesses 
mildly, nothing left to say. 

For to Mr. Riskin, every single 
element of ‘Lost Horizon’ that sets 
people to arguing as if their very 
lives depended on it, is old stuff. 
He’s already been through it. 
Frank Capra and he went over it 
all a million times. Every change, 
every addition, every effect, every 
interpretation, was weighed, con- 
sidered, pondered, probed. Not a 
point of controversy that has since 
arisen (and God, how grim the 
ghosts, they all have) that Capra 
and he hadn’t already thrashed out 
till limp, examined from every 
angle, studied for every reaction, 
before they finally arrived at a de- 
cision about it. There were, it used 
to seem, a dozen solutions possible 
for every point at issue. The one 
they eventually hit on made it be- 
cause it had withstood the toughest 
scrutiny, the deepest analysis, the 
most critical barrage of pros and 
cons, that they were capable of giv- 
ing it. 

So, though there’s nothing left for 
Riskin to contribute now to the ar- 
guments over ‘Lost Horizon’ that 
seethe round him whenever he en- 
counters people in the picture biz. 
The lay public accepts it or rejects 
it in toto, emotionally; they don’t 
tear it apart bit by bit, though he’s 
given up trying to answer why they 
did this and that, instead of thus 
and so. Because everybody’s so 
eager to tell him what they think 
is wrong, they don’t hear him ex- 
plaining why Capra and he thought 
it was right. and besides, it could 
become a life work, defending and 
justifying their decisions on ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ from the initial decision 
to make the picture at all, all the 
way down the line. But the in- 
tensity and inevitability of the ar- 
guments themselves make him very 
happy. 

In Other Words—OK B.O. 

‘If it’s resulted in a thing so dis- 
cussable,’ he said, ‘why, that’s mar- 
velous’ ‘Lost Horizon’s’ greatest 
value—to the industry, at least—may 
lie in the very fact that it’s become 
a battleground. Everybody’s_ got 
such definite convictions about it. 
Everybody gets so worked up about 
it. ‘Everybody,’ he said, pleasantly, 
‘takes it hard.’ Himself, Riskin likes 
it and is proud of it. They tried 
to be different: and nobody can say 
that ‘Lost Horizon’ is run-of-the-mill 
stuff. Philosophy, as entertainment, 
is most certainly not run-of-the-mill. 
‘Lots of people,’ he added, ‘got a 
whole lot aut of it.’ 

Now, after his recent exposure to 
the philosophic content of ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ it was clear from the at- 
mosphere of worldly success taste- 
fully pervading his tower suite at 
the Pierre, that Mr. Riskin had once 
again achieved a measure of calm, if 
not quite utter peace. For, after a 
night of doing the town and a 
steadying noontime breakfast, pon- 
derings upon Thoreau slunk into his 
conversation, and he. wondered, 
fleetingly, if Thoreau’s simple life 
was so fantastic and fairyland after 
all, or is it the reai thing; and is the 
‘fantasy, actually, the mad life we 
live today—but he still managed to 
put the last phrase in quotes. Never- 
theless, wrestling with ‘Lost Hori- 
zon’ has left its marks on Mr. Riskin. 
Listening to his musings, he says, 
his friends watch him closely, horri- 
fied and yet fascinated, for fear he’s 
going to take up Christian Science 
next. 

Came the Dawn 

As a matter of fact, he did have a 
revelation the other night, a revela- 
tion that, in his present introspective 
state, knocked him for a goal. More- 
over, it came to him on his birthday, 
on a birthday that he regarded as 
a milestone in his life—which, he 
fecls, makes it all the more mysti- 
cally significant and shattering in its 
imovort. 

It happened at the Paradise. Like 
all good. visiting firemen, dutifully 
he had repaired thither to observe 
the convention of ogling the girls, 
and after he had acquitted himself, 
he thought. in the best tradition, the 
customary bevy of young ladies was 
sent to his table as reward. Picture, 
then, the slow birth of his amaze- 

(Continued on page 57) 





Bonus? 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Four old Rolls Royce autos 





bought by Sam Katzman for 
his serial, ‘Blake of Scotland 
Yard,’ will be given as bonuses 
to crew for bringing picture in 
on schedule. 

Recipients will be Bob Hill, 
director; Fred Preble, technical 
man; Fred Bain, cutter, and 
Otto Buhner, electrician. 











WHITBECK PRODUCING 
ROGERS CHARITY SHORT 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Short to be screened in theatres 
throughout the country in connec- 
tion with the Will Rogers Memorial 
Week Drive, beginning April 30, to 
raise coin for the Saranac Lake sani- 
tarium will be produced by Frank 
Whitbeck. Gary Cooper, Allen Jones 

and Harry Carey will be featured. . 
Three units will contribute to the 
production. Henry Hathaway will 
direct Cooper and Carey; E. Mason 
Hopper will handle Jones, with 
Henry Stothart and his ork record- 
ing Jones’ rendition of ‘Old Faithful.’ 








Hopalong Double-Steps 
To Wind Up Par Series 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Shooting two Hopalong Cassidy 
pictures simultaneously, Harry Sher- 
man is winding up his six-picture 
series for Paramount. Both films are 
in production on location at Sonora, 
Cal. 

Bernardine Hayes and William 
Boyd top the cast of ‘North of the 
Rio Grande.’ Others in picture are 
George Hayes, Stephen Morris, Rus- 
sell Hayden, John Beach, John Ruth- 
erford, Walter Long and Lee Cobb. 

Nate Watt, director, also is shoot- 
ing scenes for ‘Rustler’s Valley,’ last 
of series. When location outfit re- 
turns to the studio here, interiors 
for both pictures will be made. 








Goldwyn Brings Broadway 
‘Dead End’ Cast Kids West 


Sam Goldwyn is importing all the 
youngsters in the legit ‘Dead End,’ 
currently in its 76th week on Broad- 
way, for a filmization of it. Edward 
McNamara, handling the legit lead, 
was also contacted to enact the 
same role in the film, but deal is 
off because of differences on money. 
Sylvia Sydney will handle the 
‘femme lead. 

With the kids going west next 
month, play will probably fold in 
New York, although there is some 
thpught of trying to continue it with 
new youngsters replacing. These 
would mostly be recruited from the 
former road company show. 





Lou Brock’s Duo 


Hollywood, April 5. 

A. Dorian Otvos, Broadway show 
scripter, and Gay Stevens, former 
writer with Ziegfeld and recently on 
radio, are concocting an air yarn, 
‘Behind the Mike,’ for Lou Brock 
production at Universal. 

Another Brock pic, an untitled 
story dealing with a district attorney 
as the central character, is being 
written by Lester Cole and Robert 
N. Lee. Both are slated for late May 
production. 








Make Way for Garbo 


Reversing the usual process of 
indie distribs of foreign pix, Du- 
World Picts. has decided to tem- 
porarily shelf. French-made ‘Ca- 
mille’ until the Garbo picture of the 


same theme has largely run_ its 
course. 
DuWorld figures Garbo is a bit 


too tough as competish. 





Grady in ‘New Faces’ 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Bill Grady, youthful Broadway 
warbler, goes into ‘New Faces of 





1937’ opposite Harriet Hilliard. 
Leigh Jason is directing. 


| 


Columbia’s Softball Pic 


Taking advantage of the national 
exploitation being given softball on 
the sand lots, Columbia is preparing 
a girls’ softball yarn,’ Miss Casey 
at the Bat,’ from an original by Al- 
bert DeMond. Lambert Hillyer will 
direct. 

Charles Quigley, Jacqueline Wells, 
Patricia Farr, Rita Haworth (for- 
merly Cansino) head the cast. 

Jacqueline Wells draws femme 
lead in ‘Miss Casey’ under her new 
contract. 








“ANNA MAY WONG’S DEAL 


FOR 4 PICTS AT PAR 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Anna May Wong has signed a con- 
tract to do four pictures at Para- 
mount. 
First production, as yet unselected, 
is tentatively set for Sept. 1. 


HAYS FINALLY OK’S 
PAR’S ‘MADRID’ SCRIPT 


Hollywood, April 6, 

After long deliberation, the Hays 
office has finally okayed.the script 
of Paramount’s ‘Last Train for 
Madrid.’ Studio had to remove sev- 
eral situations deemed objectionable 
by Haysites. Gilbert Roland draws 
the lead with James Hogan direct- 
ing. 

Picture is first producer job for 
George Arthur, recently elevated 
from head cutter. 


Robert Montgomery goes 
‘Spanish Omelet’ 











into 
at Metro after 


completing his Warners loanout 
stint. 

Yarn, with ‘Spanish revolution 
background, is by Edward Hope 


Coffey and ran in Cosmopolitan. 


Sedgwick’s App. Op. Due 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Edward Sedgwick goes to the hos- 
pital for an appendectomy on~-com- 
pletion of his direction of ‘All Is 
Confusion’ for David Loew. 


A nurse has been on the set the 








| past few days, with director tided 


over with ice-packs. 





COME OUT OF THAT TREE 


Search For Tarzan on Again As 
Gehrig Just Not the Type 


«oe 








Hollywood, April 6. 





With Lou Gehrig, New York Yan- 
kee’s swatsmith, eliminated as a 
Tarzan, Sol Lesser, producer of a 
Principal Pictures series under an 
arrangement with Edgar. Rice Bur- 
roughs, is looking everywhere for an 
athlete to do justice to the part. 
Gehrig, due to his baseball activi- 
ties, will go into an actioneer, ‘The 
Trail Blazers,’ which is skeded to 
start in the fall. 

Meanwhile, Lesser has the sport 
newsreel commentator, Ed Thorger- 


Atlantic seaboard and midwest ath- 
letes, from _ professional hockey 
players to track stars, for a likely 
candidate for the  tree-swinging 
Tarzan. 


Zuker Estate Goes Golfie 


Adolph Zukor’s private golf course 
and swimming pool, plus guest house, 
at New City, N. Y., is to be turned 
into a club this summer. 

Membership fee will be $100 an- 
nually, taking in the golf course, 
locker rooms and pool. 











Lamour in ‘Havana’ 
Hollywood, April 6. 
Dorothy Lamour and Leif Erikson 


is in the early stages of preparation. 
William LeBaron will produce. 





‘DEVIL’ GOES ‘HERO’ 
Hollywood, April 6. 

Columbia, figuring ‘devil’ has been 
overplayed in titles, has changed 
billing on its Richard Dix special 
from ‘The Devil Is Driving’ tu ‘Once 
A Hero.’ 

Shooting with Harry Lachman di- 





recting started Thursday (1). 


son, and others, looking over the | 


will be featured in ‘Havana,’ which’ 


mish on $56,800, which is the amount 





Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Little Chance te Make History 


Charles Boyer and Jean Arthur, in a picture with the title ‘History Is . 


Made at Night,’ is a succulent set-up to send the flaps scurrying to the 
theatre in frenzies of anticipation. It sends them out, however, becalmed, 
since its most vital instruction to them is the suggestion they'd better not 
cross the Atlantic on the maiden voyage of any super-liner, because, should 
he get into a fit of pique, the owner of the ship is apt to order the vessel 
rammed by an iceberg just so his wife, Miss Arthur, who doesn't love him 
will get a good jostling and along with everybody else aboard, maybe 
drown. But, since the flaps are not likely to find themselves on such 
junkets anyway, this warning doesn’t stir them terribly. Where's the his- 
tory being made at night, they’d like to know. 

For the little footnote about the joys of tangoing in bare feet, while 
undoubtedly whimsical, can not be considered practical enough to start 
a trend. Though it’s true it does have a touch of abandon, it isn’t com- 
fortable, nor esthetic either, and besides, just a touch of abandon doesn’t 
make history. It takes, they learned long ago from Miss Garbo, a lot. 
Though Miss Arthur wears a peignoir for this number, and scientifically, 
a peignoir.is classified as an intimate garment, it so happens that Miss 
Arthur’s peignoir has as many folds as a Wiener Waltz dress, enveloping 
her completely in a cloud of graceful and sparkling mist and also pro- 
priety. Even she realizes the thorough decency of her costume, whatever 
you call it, for soon she stops clutching her mink cape about her in little 
spasms of modesty, and lets it fall, in a gesture of utter elegance, on the 
floor. 

Though, in ‘History Is Made at Night,’ the flaps see mink capes lie on 
the floor, people use ship-to-shore telephones as casually as common folk 
drop nickels in the slot at the corner drugstore, and luxury so rampant 
that Miss Arthur tears up her ticket for Europe on the Hindenburg as 
if it were last month’s Sweepstakes receipt, still they brood that they’ve 
been betrayed. The thing that eats them is the brevity of their Mr. 
Boyer’s and Miss Arthur’s romantic interlude, their painful shyness, though 
they seem so worldly, that compels them to talk to one another through 
Coco, a ‘hand-ie’ puppet; their constant separation just to appease the 
voracious plot, their high-mindednéss and Mr. Boyer’s mooniness on the 
rare occasions when they’re permitted to be together. People, who could 
make history if anybody could—if only the pictures would give them the 
chance. 





The Charming Mr. Gravet 

Fernand Gravet has an adequate crop of shiny black hair, his eyes are 
large and nicely spaced, he looks well in dishabille, and members of the 
cast of ‘The King and the Chorus Girl’ find that he has considerable 
charm. Too much charm for his own good, they say, emphatically and 
often. Sometimes they grow a little hysterical, insisting. 

But this is a free country where one man’s charm can very well be 
another’s poison; where the saying ‘send for Lubitsch’ has become a part 
of the folklore: where many people are very sentimental. about kings. 
They cherish the thought that kings express authority effortlessly and 
don’t have to screech to put it over; they consider hangovers—no matter 
how ingratiating the lock of hair that tumbles over the hung-overed 
one’s brow—collegiate, and it hurts them to see a king sleeping in a bed 
suitable for Mae West, in a black and white apartment with gleaming 
floors and heterogeneous factory-made objets d’art arranged in coldly 
precise balance, as a royal lay-out. There is so much geometric clarity 
and frosty glisten to these diggings, they quite nip royal charm in the 
bud. In fact, not until he escapes to Joan Blondell’s house and puts on 
her low-necked, be-ribboned pyjamas, does Mr. Gravet’s .charm really 
bloom. 

Miss Blondell is sensitively cast as the chorus. girl nostalgic for 
Brooklyn, and she does a fine and dignified job of considering herself 
unworthy of the king, though it does slow up her performance somewhat. 
Like the rest of the picture, she looks very glossy. Mary Nash, playing 
a duchess, takes it very seriously. 





I. Q. on S. A. Anent Bing 

Does Shirley Ross deserve Bing Crosby? That’s what young women 
watching ‘Waikiki Wedding’ ponder amusingly. Is Miss Ross good enough 
for him? Not exactly ‘good’—they don’t mean that—she’s ‘good’ all right, 
as good as good can be. Awful good, in fact. They mean, well, does she 
deserve him? What is there about Miss Ross that gets her chosen by the 
gods to go sailing in the moonlight all over the Hawaiian Islands with 
Bing. Why her? Because she can harmonize? That’s not hard. Because 
she’senice? Regular? Amiable? Sweet? She’s all that and so are thou- 
sands of others. The trouble is, she ought to be a knockout too. Just 
because Bing’s so indolent and easy-going is no reason to take advantage 
of his laziness. A boy like that needs protection, since he’s so alackaday 
he manages to bestir himself only just in time to make the final fadeout 
clinch: 


i 


Work for 36,000 Extras 
In March Tops "35 Peak 


Hollywood, Apri! 6. ' 

Around 36,000 extras received 
work during March, with the figure 
topping the 1935 peak in any month 
by several hundreds. 

Salary total, however, was smaller 
due to the fact that the largest in- 
crease was in the low salary class 
for mob scenes.’ * “The*Road : Back’ at 
Universal was a haven for‘ the 
extras. 


Alice Marble at Par 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Following extensive tests, Para- 
mount placed Alice Marble, tennis 
ace, under contract. 
No definite assignment yet. 
Helen Wills ‘Moody is another ten- 
nister who may go pix—for 20th- 








Leonard Fields Wins 
Step in Agency Suit 


Los Angeles, April 6. 
Demurrer in a suit in which Hoff- 
man-Schlager, Inc., sought to obtain 


$5,680 in actual and potential com- 
mish from Leonard Fields, supervisor 
and director at Republic, was sus- 
tained by Superior Judge Robert W. 
Kenny. The judge held that the case 
should have been submitted to the 
California state labor commission for 
arbitration before the suit was 
brought. 


In November, 1936, Fields served 
notice of dismissal on the agency as 
his representative. It sued for com- 








alleged Fields would earn during the 
five years of the agency pact. 


Harry Sokolov, attorney for the 





agency, received 15 days in which to 
file an amended complaint. However, 
it is probable that the situation will 

~ placed before the labor board 
rst. 





Ewing Scott Seriously 


Injured in Auto Crackup 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Ewing Scott, film director, is in a 
critical condition following an auto 
crackup Saturday (3). He’s in the 
hospital with a broken’ kneecap, 


‘severe face lacerations and possible 


internal injuries. 





Fox. 

Phyllis Welch, in ‘High Tor on 
Broadway, is being tested by Metro. 
Sam Lyons is handling it. In addi- 
tion to the Maxwell Anderson play. 
Miss Welch also appears daily in the 
‘John’s Other Wife’ program over 
WEAF for Louis Phillippe perfume. 


‘Dragon’ Cast Leads 


Hollywood,’ April 6. 
Marian Marsh and John Trent 
will head the cast of B. P. Schul- 





berg’s ‘The Ascending Dragon, 
which is in production. Supporuns 
players are Ralph Morgan, Ak'!™ 


Hiam 


Tamiroff, Vivian Tobin and W! 
- Demarest. 
King Vidor is directing. 
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industrial Films Taking Up H'wood 
Talent Slack; Pix Cost $65,000 to 2006 


> 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Quite a few old-time actors, as 
well as others working only inter- 
mittently, are getting breaks this year 
due to the huge jump in the pro- 
duction of advertising films. Several 
pictures, some carrying production 
costs of from $65,000 to $200,000, have 
been completed with others on deck. 
Films are shown in forenoons at the- 
atres, before clubs, dealers, sales 
conventions, etc., while some are ex- 
hibited to paid admission audiences. 

Largest production to date include 
those of Shell Oil, Standard Oil of 
Indiana and General Electric. 

Wilding Picture Productions of De- 
troit currently is shooting an eight- 
reeler for General Foods, tying in 
eight large food corporations. It is 
commercial propaganda for house- 
wives to be exhibited at club meet- 
ings, etc. 

Part of the footage will be in color. 


Jack Boland is directing. Cast in- 
cludes Eleanor Stewart, formerly 
Metro contract player, Brenda 


Fowler, David Newell, Muriel Evans, 
Lucia Laska and Henry Roquemore. 


Five-Reel Oiler 





Dowling & Brownell recently com- | 


pleted a five-reel picture for Shell 
Jil dealers. H. H. Brownell di- 
rected a cast including Antrim Short, 
Jason Robards, Bryant Washburn, 
Vernon Dent, Sam Wren, Dorothy 
Gulliver and Victor Potel. 

Outfit also has the following in 
production: Three-reel sound film 
for the California and Hawaii Re- 
fining Co.; an educational film on 
sugar, being narrated by Ken Car- 
penter; four-reeler for the U. S. 
Reclamation Bureau on the con- 
struction of Boulder Dam; and a 
three-reeler ‘Romance of the Reaper,’ 
dramatized version for the Interna- 
tional Harvester Co., depicting the 


(Continued on page 65) 


HUBBARD TO PASTEL 
‘EBBTIDE’ FOR PAR 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Initial production for Lucien Hub- 
bard at Paramount, after his move- 
over from Metro, will be Robert 
Louis Stevenson's ‘Ebbtide,’ in tech- 
nicolor. Henry Hathaway will direct 
a cast headed by Ray Milland and 
Frances Farmer. Bertram Milhauser 
is touching up the script. 

‘It will be the studio’s first color 
picture since its Walter Wanger re- 
lease, ‘The Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine.’ Production calls for extensive 








locations along the California Coast. | 





William Fox’s $9,535,000 
Suit Comes Up April 20 


Atlantic City, April 6. 

The continuance of the $9,535,000 
William Fox bankruptcy hearings. 
Scheduled for last week, has been set 
for April 20 to await completion of 
the various angles of proceedings in 
other courts. 

Mrs. Fox last week was cited for 
contempt of court by Federal Judge 
John Boyd Avis for refusing to ap- 





pear before Federal Referee Robert | 


E. Steedle to answer questions con- 
cerning her husband's voluntary 
action. Through her counsel, former 
Judge Clarence C. Cole, Mrs. Fox 
Said that she may carry the contempt 


Benes to the U. S. Circuit 
ourt of Appeals. Her only other 
Course to ‘purge’ herself of the 


Contempt would be to appear before 
the referee and submit to questions 
Cecerning the setup of the All- 
a Corp., which creditors 
~ontend was Fox's firm established 


. his family’s name prior to his 
vankruptes : . 


Balahen Abroad 


oe accounts are that Barney 
— may go to Europe soon on 
amount business. 
Jolin yiindetstood that he will join 
ae a Hicks, Jr., the Par foreign 
of th, in the latter’s current survey 
Situation abroad. 








Alter Ego 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Joe. E. Brown has received 
another trophy. Edward Sedg- 
wick, directing ‘All is Confu- 
sion,’ had to leave the set be- 
cause of illness. Brown went 
behind the camera and finished 
the day’s work. 

Sedgwick presented the actor 
with a megaphone, with the in- 
scription ‘To Cecil B. Capra 
Van Dyke Joe E. Brown, from 
his assistant, Ed Sedgwick.’ 


American Techs, 


Staff for Gamby 
Picture in Italy 











Rome, March 26. 

Bringing Americans to Italy to 
make pictures here that will sell in 
America is a new Italian scheme. 
Director Musso of the I. C. I. (In- 
dustrie Cinematografiche Italiane) 
started things by importing Maria 
Gambarelli as the star of his first 
Italo-American picture. A publicity 
agent for the venture was also 
brought from America: his. name is 
Edward F. Fenton, and he came to 
Rome at the same time that Miss 
Gambarelli came. 

Now Fenton is being sent back to 
America as representative of the 
I. C. L, with full powers to line up 
an American cast. director and tech- 
nicians for the first Gambarelli pic- 
ture. He will at the same time con- 
duct negotiations for the release of 
the picture in America. 

Picture is to be a musical. Story 
has not yet been decided upon, but 
it has been decided that it will stress 
her acting ability rather than her 
dancing. Production will probably 
start about the middle of July, short- 
ly after the new Italian Hollywood 
is opened. 


BERGNER FRIGHTENED 
OUT OF JERUSALEM 


Jerusalem, March 22. 


Relatives of Elisabeth Bergner, 
now in Cairo, have disclosed that 
she was frightened away from Pal- 
estine by ‘the riots, excessive pub- 
licity and requests for patronage.’ 

During Miss Bergner’s stay in 
Egypt with her husband, Dr. Paul 
Czinner, she was subjected to a great 
deal of annoyance by people who 
wished her to read manuscripts, 
witness amateur performances, see 
infant prodigies and give perform- 
ances herself, she said. 

Couple are leaving Egypt 
week, but won't tell where to. 








this 





Par Scouts Symphony 
To Work With Flagstad 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Denying that the New York Phil- 
harmonic orchestra has been signed 
for ‘The Big Broadcast of 1938,’ Par- 
amount is negotiating with several of 
the top symphonies to appear as a 
unit in Kirsten Flagstad’s filmusical 
operatic number. 

Harlan Thompson will produce the 
picture. 


Col.’s Ex-NVA’ers 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Columbia has spotted 11 standard 





| vauders in ‘With Kind Regards.’ 


Vauders set are Morelli Bros., 
O'Connor Family, Johnson Bros.. 
Armanda and Lita, The Blenders. 
June Wood Burbank, Winston’s 
Seals, Bob Tolley, Eugene Jackson 


and the Society Steppers. 


. 


BIZ NVERS NOT 
GETTING CO-0F 








| Both on News Space and_/§ 


Advertising Rates — De- 
partment Stores’ Edge an 
Old Problem—Too Rough 


on Pictures in General? 








| RADIO, A NEW ANGLE 


Start of a fresh campaign to ob- 
tain better and more constructive 
news and criticism for the film in- 


being given serious consideration by 
trade tycoons as exhibitors are being 
confronted with numerous tilts in 
advertising rates and the old buga- 


boo of paying far more than the 
scale accorded department stores 


and other advertisers. 

The wails of certain exhibitors at 
this time of the year, as they are 
being contacted for new product, are 
doubly strong this season because 
they resent the way some dailies are 
featuring radio news as compared 
with theatres, while the picture 
houses are far ahead in matter of 
linage. Whole situation may be 
aired at some of sales confabs in 
hopes of obtaining better breaks on 
news potentialities surrounding fea- 
tures and players and at least par- 
tially show the exhibs that the pro- 
duction-distribution companies are 
doing their part. 

The situation as now being studied 
by some trade organizations is di- 
vided into three phases. First is 
the matter of news or at least pub- 
licity with some semblance of news 
value. Second on the list is picture 
criticism and reviews. The third is 
the problem of ad rates. 

Diminution of news on the film 
business im dailies. in cities of 25,000 

(Continued on page 28) 


PAR’S ‘SOULS’ BEING 
GREATLY ELABORATED 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Added scenes that will require ad- 
ditional months’ shooting were 
okayed by Adolph Zukor for Wil- 
liam Le Baron's ‘Souls at Sea.’ Zukor 
is enthused at the film’s potentiali- 
ties after the Par theatre partners 
in Miami were shown the rough cut. 

Start was held up until Henry 
Wilcoxon returns from Egypt, where 
he is making a picture for Walter 
Futter. 


Zukor Back West; Didn't 
Wait for Par Board Meet 


Before he left for the Coast Satur- 
day (3), Adolph Zukor figured in 
numerous executive committee meet- 
ings at the home office but a planned 
board meeting, while the chairman 
was east, was foregone. Matters of 
policy and follow-up on the Miami 
convention sessions were discussed. 

Zukor drove to Harmon, N. Y., 
and boarded the train from there on 
the return trip west. He 
companied by Chris Dunphy, who 
had been with him at Miami. A 
meeting of the Par board may be 














office. 





‘The Great Goidwyn’ 


Holly wood, 





April 6. 


the 


Eve- 


wyn,’ Alva Johnston is 
producer's biog for Saturday 
ning Post. 

Story will go in four installments 


of 5,000 words each. 


writing 








dustry and individual productions is | 


Was ac- | 


held tomorrow (Thurs.) at the home Wheels,’ 


Under the title ‘The Great Gold- | 
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WB’s Straight 5-Yrs. 





Burbank, April 6. 
Warners’ studio has adopted 
plan to put its people under 
long term contracts for a 
straight five-year period of 40- 
weeks yearly. Contracts contain 


a non-cancellable clause. They 
are being offered to stellar 
actors, budding possibilities, 
writers and directors, 

It is understood that the 


studio will have about 40 such 
deals sealed by April 15. 


MG COMPLETING 
LONDON PROD. 
SETUP 


Hollywood, April 6. 

With Ben Goetz now in New York, 
huddling with Nicholas M. Schenck 
on Metro’s London production plans, 
final details of the arrangement 
probably won’t be completed until 
the end of this week when Goetz re- 
turns to the studio. 

Numerous meetings were held last 
week, with Goetz, Michael Balcon, 
Bob Ritchie, Ben Thau and Eddie 
Mannix attending, but definite de- 
cisions were withheld due to the ab- 
sence of Louis B. Mayer, who was 
resting at Arrowhead Springs. Mayer 
is due back on the last this week. 


STEN’S $400,000 GN 
PICTURE, ‘GORGEOUS’ 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Anna Sten will appear in ‘Gor- 
geous,’ for Grand National. Miss 
Sten’s husband, Dr. Eugene Frenke, 
will produce the picture on a budget 
of $400,000, according to Edward Al- 
person, prez of GN, 

Miss Sten’s latest English picture. 
just completed, ‘Two Who Dare,’ will 
be distributed in this country by GN. 























Virginia Verrill Into 
‘Vogues, Via Goldwyn 





Virginia Verrill planed west Mon- 
day (5) night on a hurried call for 
spotting in forthcoming Walter Wan- 
ger (UA) production, ‘Vogues of 
1938,’ co-starring Warner Baxter and 
Joan Bennett. 

Last autumn Miss Verrill was 
squiggled to a film contract by Sam 
Goldwyn. Her first was to be 
‘Goldwyn’'s Follies.’ Hurry call came 
when Goldwyn loaned the singer out 
to Wanger for ‘Vogues.’ Upon com- 
pletion of her stint in that film. 
she'll stay on the Coast for the Gold- 
wyn film to go before lenses. 








Love in a Trailer 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Goldwyn is planning a 
love story, ‘Heaven 
with Barbara 
McCrea 


Samuel 
trailer 
Stanwyck 
and Joel pencilled in for 
top spots. 

Harry Selby, New York newspa- 
| perman, who wrote the ‘Goldwyn 
Follies,’ did the yarn. 


Sisk’s RKO ‘Love’ 
Hollywood, April 6. 
Robert Sisk producing 
Can't Beat Love’ at Radio. 
Film is being directed by Christy 
with Preston Foster and 
oan Fontaine in leads. 
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Axe Falls at Universal, Clipping 
150 From Studio Payroll; Install 
Millar As Cowdin’s 


Rep On Lot 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Retrenchment was the byword at 
Universal following departure last 
Sunday (4) of J. Cheever Cowdin, 
chairman of the board, who planed 
for New York after a week's con- 
ferences with studio executives. 
Chief result of Cowdin’s visit was 
a general pruning of studio over- 
head and appointment of Richard 
Millar as his personal studio repre- 
sentative on all production matters. 
Millar, formerly an official of the 
Richfield Oil Co. has been on the 
Universal payroll since last Novem- 
ber, making an intensive study of 
studio operation methods. 

Cowdin’s new representative was 
named after efforts to have Henry 
Henigson take the spot chilled. 

Samuel Machnovitch, new Univer- 
sal treasurer, had completed a close 
analysis of the company payroll and 
had the figures ready when Cowdin 
went into the first huddle with 
Charles R. Rogers v.p. in charge of 
production; James P. Normanly, gen- 
eral studio manager; Val Paul, stu- 
dio manager; Martin Murphy, pro- 
duction manager, and William Fen- 
der, plant superintendent. 

Net result of the week long par- 
leys was that on Saturday (3) ap- 
proximately 150 persons went off the 
Universal payroli. These included 
players, writers, technical men and 
employes in various other depart- 
ments. It is expected that there will 
be further prunings as contract op- 
tion dates arrive. Millar will care- 
fully watch all future production ap- 
propriations and have power to okay 
or veto on behalf of Cowdin. 

Rogers issued a statement pointing 
out that the studio was ahead on 
production, with 12 pics ready for 
release and 26 prepared for produc. 
tion. He also said Universal is now 
five months ahead on release dates 
and that for a time the studio will 
make four pictures a month, instead 
of seven, bringing the plant back to 
normal production. 

Lou Forbes has been replaced as 
business manager of the music de- 
partment by Gilbert Kurland, ree 
called from the transportation de- 
partment. Tiny Burnett also checked 
off music payroll. Carl Beringer 
named head of transportation depart- 
ment. 


WB TALENT ON LOAFING 
SPELL IN EARLY CLEANUP 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Warners, taking advantage of con- 
tractual layoff season, has dropped 
12 writers, three directors and sev- 
eral dialog writers from the studio 
payroll for periods ranging from two 
to six weeks. Heavy advance pro- 
duction completion prompted spring 
pruning. 

Directors on four weeks layoff are 
Nick Grinde, William Clements and 
John Farrow. 

Contract writers drawing enforced 
‘:cations include Bud Barsky, Jean 
Negulesco, Jack Woolford, Roy 
Chanslor. George Bilson and Bob 
White. Writers not under contract 
laid off are Jack Neville, William 
Ulman, Jr., Beverly Latham, Jay 
Brennan, Dave Diamond and Frank 
Dougherty. 











on | 


 Levine’s European Trek 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Nat Levine left immediately after 
the preview of Republic's ‘Hit Parade' 
for a 10-week tour of Europe. Trek 
will take him through Italy, France 
and Eneland, \ 
While abroad, Gordon LeVoy, his 
attorney, will be in charge of picture 
although Levine wound up 
his connection at Republic with the 
‘Parade’ pic. 
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Sting Practice Growing of Making 
~ Outside Pix: Eastern Execs Believe 
Exclusive Contracts Will Be Few 


o 





The demand by film stars to make 
‘outside’ films is spreading in the 
studios, home office heads, returning 
from the Coast, report. Reservation 
of the right to make ‘outside’ films 
has become so widespread, in the 
opinion of these execs, that they 
think now the time is approaching 
when an exclusive player contract 
will be the exception rather than 
the rule in studios. 

Behind the players’ attitude, of 
course, is the natural urge to earn 
all possible while these big earn- 
ings are possible. 

But there are many pros and cons 
to this angle. It is a debatable point 
whether the long-term exclusive 
contracts are a hardship or a boon 
to players. Studios now interchange 
talent on a more or less general 
and broad scale, but this present 
movement among the players goes 
beyond the interchange angle alone. 

The element of over-production of 
stars’ pix, as a b.o. bane, is some- 
thing both studios and players must 
keep in mind. 


DISTRIBUTION 
STYMIES CHES. 











ADD ‘WIND’ 


Cukor Takes the S-I Ballyhoo in 
Authoress’ Native Heath 








Atlanta, April 6. 

Anno Domini, 1937, will go down 
in Atlanta’s history as ‘the year of 
the big wind.’ 

The  filmization oof Margaret 
Mitchell’s ‘Gone With the Wind?’ is 
the cause of it all. George Cukor, 
who will direct for Selznick Inter- 
national, has been here and con- 
ferred with the writer of the famous 
tome and let fall these salient and 
profound facts: 

Selznick is ready to give the Scar- 
lett O’Hara role to some unknown 
if they feel she has the stuff. 


Norma Shearer is definitely out 
of the running. 

The atmosphere of the book will 
be retained and no changes are con- 
templated. 

No scenes will be shot 
around Atlanta. 

Clark Gable would make a swell 
Rhett Butler, but who would want 
to see an Englishman (Leslie 
Howard) cast as Ashley Wilkes? 

The dialog will permit no one in 
the picture to say you-all when ad- 
dressing one person, 

While here Cukor signed up Wil- 
bur Kurtz, 
torical authority, to assist him, con- 
ferred with Author Mitchell, took 
part in a radio interview, in which 
he begged the public not to bother 


in or 





Chesterfield and its producer, 
George R. Batchelor, are in a state 
of suspension at the present time 
pending determination of plans with 
respect to releasing channels for the 
balance of this year’s output and a 
coming season’s (1937-38) program, 
if there is to be any. Stymied with 
breakup of the Invincible distribut- 
ing channel, Maury Cohen having 
given up recently, to join RKO, and 
various exchanges having swung to 
Monogram, Batchelor is in the po- 
sition of having to line up new re- 
leasing channels for his pictures, un- 
less he swings into one of the other 
companies as a producer, If so, it 
may be Monogram, from accounts. 


Batchelor, now on the Coast, is 
stated to be undecided as to just 
what to do, but has several pictures 
promised for this season (1936-37) 
that are ready to go into production, 
if and when suitable releasing out- 
let is obtained. 

With the states-right market badly 
shot, there is some doubt whether 
distribution can be assured. Ex- 
changes have swung into Republic 
and Monogram, while others have 
given up the sponge, narrowing 
down the strictly so-called states- 
righters. 


No plans for English release are 
set, either. Chesterfield last year 
had a deal with Twickenham which 
‘since has changed hands. 


‘SAVE CHARLIE’ DEBUTS 
WOLFSON AS RKO PROD. 


Hollywood, April 6. 

P. J. Wolfson, writer, at RKO, has 
been boosted to the producer ranks 
and will handle ‘They Had to Save 
Charlie,’ an original by John Bron- 
son. 

Ann Sothern is being considered 
for the featured spot in the yarn 
which depicts activities of a group 
of girls who win big coin on a 
sweepstakes ticket. 








Carr’s U Extension 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Trem. Carr, producing a series of 
John Wayne action pictures at Uni- 
versal, has had his contract extended 
for a year. 
Carr is operating his own unit. 








Laemmle’s Peg 0’Donnell 


Peggy O'Donnell, legit ingenue, has 
been signed to a termer by Car] 
Laemmle, Jr., after a special trip to 
the Coast from N. Y. for tests. 

She flew back to N. Y. last 
Wednesday (31) for a three-week 
stay before starting on the. pact 
April 19, 


|the Atlanta Biltmore, toured the 


the writer, as she had nothing to 
do with the casting, gave a tea at 


terrain which makes up the locale 
of the book, and supervised further 
auditions, 

Cukor left here for Macon and 
other southern points, ostensibly to 


Atlanta artist and his-| 


Indie’s Penitentes’ Film 





Denver, April 6, 

Jean M. F. Dubois, newsreel cam- 
eraman and explorer, has just re- 
turned from New Mexico, where he 
spent several days photographing 
scenes in the Holy Week rites of the 
Penitentes, said to be self-floggers, 
and it is claimed, crucifiers of men 
on Good Friday. Dubois has about 
2,000 feet of film, and numerous 
stills, 

The film is being sent to Holly- 
wood for development, where he 
hopes to interest a studio in a reg- 
ular release, 


Roxy Matter To 
Kent on Eve of 


Sailing Today 


In an effort to induce 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox to jack its offer of $650,000 
for control of the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y., Addison S. Pratt, special mas- 
ter, suddenly adjourned the re- 
organization plan hearing yesterday 
(Tuesday), and with group of at- 
torneys representing those for and 
against the plan, hurried to the of- 
fices of 20th-Fox to confer with 
W. C. Michel, executive vice presi- 
dent. It is understood that a new 
proposition was put to Michel and 
Sidney R. Kent, company president, 
before the latter sails for Europe 
today (Wednesday). 

Among those who left the Federal 
Building for the conference were 
Pratt, Samuel Cramer, -representing 
a group of stockholders; Charles 
Seligson, for bondholders; Carlos 
Israel, counsel for the Pounds Com- 
mittee, proponents of the present 
plan, and Col. Joseph Hartfield, as- 
sociated with the latter. 

Those who proposed the confer- 
ence hope to induce the 20th-Fox 
execs to not only improve its offer 
for the Roxy, but to take care of 








continue his search for a Scarlett, 
Melanie, and others, 


stockholders and give further aid to 
dissenting bondholders. 











Fans Mixing Their Baseball Alle- 
giance With Pix 





Chicago, April 6. 

Strangest fan club setup in the 
history of theatrical-idol organiza- 
tions centers around June Travis, 
Warner contractee player. She is 
June Grabiner, daughter of Harry 
Grabiner, Chicago White Sox lLall 
club executive, and her suddenly 
sprouting fan club which is centered 
in the midwest, includes a great 
number of the regular White Sox 
fans who seem to be getting baseball 
and pictures a trifle mixed up. 

White Sox team has always had 
one of the most loyal list of custom- 
ers in baseball despite the fact that 
it hasn’t had a winning team since 
the ‘black sox’ scandal, and this 
loyalty has spread out to include 
June Travis. 

In Chicago and ‘throughout the 
midwest she is billed as June Travis 
Grabiner, even on such key dates as 
the first run Balaban & Katz Chi- 
cago; while in other situations bill- 
ing is June (White Sox) Travis. She 
is reported by exhibitors in this 
territory as being o.k. b.o. 


PAR CONVENTION IN 
L.A., 4 DAYS, JUNE 10-13 


Neil F. Agnew has set June 10-13 
for this year’s Paramount sales con- 
vention. It will be held at the Am- 
bassador, Los Angeles, with h. o. 
execs, studio people and all district 
and branch managers of company. 

Number of pictures for 1937-38 to 
be set later. 


Rockwell-O’Keefe Film List 


Rockwell-O’Keefe agency has ob- 
tained the exclusive eastern repre- 
sentation of all picture names on the 
Small-Landau list for radio. 

_ S-M office restricts its own opera- 
tions to Hollywood. 














4 
JUNE (WHITE SOX) TRAVIS 


No Boycott Vs. RKO's Soldier, Nee 
‘Strogoft’; Anti-Nazi Body's Stance 


_ 
Pittsburgh, April 6. 

Possibility of anti-Nazi boycott 
prompted Stanley to yank RKO’s 
‘Soldier and Lady’. at-Jast minute 
this week to check up on picture’s 
status. Some trouble on this score 
was reported in Newark a couple of 
weeks ago, but WB deluxer didn’t 
bother about details.. Chief objec- 
tion, Stanley was informed by anti- 
Nazis, was that flicker contained 
stock shots from original version of 
‘Michael Strogoff’ made in Germany. 


However, RKO proved ‘Strogoff’ 
was made in France and also has an 
affidavit that Anton Walbrook, pic- 
ture’s star, is a non-Aryan. Anti- 
Nazi leagues then told Stanley there 
would be no picketing but by that 
time it was too late for picture to 
get back into the Stanley and ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ was __ substituted. 
‘Soldier and Lady’ is promised at 
another early date, probably in this 
Friday (9). 





Explain Attitude 

Threat to boycott ‘Soldier and the 
Lady’ (‘Michael Strogoff’) by anti- 
Nazis, because certain battle scenes 
in the film are of German origin has 
been averted through the interven- 
tion of the Joint Boycott Council of 
the American Jewish Congress and 
the Jewish Labor Committee. RKO 
is in receipt of a letter from the 
latter body assuring that the pic- 
ture will not be put on the boycott 
list as had been threatened. 

The original ‘Michael Strogoff’ was 
made abroad by M. Ermolieff. RKO 
purchased the rights to make an- 
other ‘Strogoff’ to be released in 
America and elsewhere, with Ermo- 
lieff as ass. prod. 

Taking, for the first time, a clari- 
fied and distinct stand on the matter 
of German films, the Joint Boycott 
Council and Non-Sectarian Anti- 
Nazi League have both decided to 
concentrate only on such films as 
have a direct coin lineage with Nazi 
Germany. Thus, pictures made in 
Germany prior to the Hitler regime 
and the money for which does not 
now go to Germany, will not be 


(Continued on page 71) 








lefty Fads Where Vaude's Gone To 


By Joe Laurie. Jr. 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, me and Aggie finally pulled 
into Hollywood with our trailer, The 
trip was worse than a route on the 
Ackerman & Harris circuit years 
ago, and you know they used to call 
that the Death Trail. 

We started off with as much 
money as a kid’s bank could hold and 
got here not exactly broke but badly 


bent. I had a little trouble with my 
brakes, but I had Aggie drag her foot 
on the road when we went down 
hill. I finished up using rubber 
bands for a back tire. But it ain’t 
bad as that, it has that lousy top 
floor mouse trap we were livin’ in on 
Ninth avenue beat a mile. 


We made some high pitches wit’ a 
needle threader, and I'd do a little 
hoofin’ while Aggie played the uke 
and sang hillbilly songs at the dif- 
ferent trailer camps. We also played 
a few dates in those one-set towns 
on percentage and made enough for 
gas for the car and our stom- 
achs. We’re parked outside of Hol- 
lywood and are wide open for pic- 
ture offers. Aggie sez if I get a 
chance.she won’t stand in my way, 
as it will take her a year to rest up 
from our trip. I could sell our 
trailer for a vibrator. 


Sure met a lot of vaudeville actors 
out here. I think this is where 
vaudeville went to. Hollywood and 
Vine looks like an old vaudeville 
route list in VARIETY, 


Met Roger Imhoff—you know 
Imhoff, Conn and Coreene, the 
greatest laughin’ act in show busi- 
ness—he is workin’ in pictures and 
has a swell hut out here. Also saw 
Jimmy Conlin (Conlin & Glass) and 
he just finished workin’ in ‘Captain 
Courageous,’ and they say he is 
swell in it. He is still banging away 
on his tune box; those picture guys 
are missin ’a great bet not grabbin’ 
his tunes. 


And talkin’ about missin’ bets, 
those scouts go all over the country 
and they got plenty of talent right 
here, besides me and Aggie. There’s 
Ruth Warren, as clever a comedienne 
as ever pulled a laugh from a 
Youngstown audience, and who 
goaled ’em at the Palace many a 
time. With a real comedy part she’d 
murder ’em in pictures. And an- 
other little girl that would lay ’em 
in the aisles is Marie Callahan; you 
remember when she was a riot 
singing and dancin’ and doing com- 
edy in ‘Kid Boots’? Well, they’re out 


here, too. And Eddie Kane (Kane 


and Herman)—he looks better than 
he ever did in his life. He’s work. 
ing on the Milton Berle program, 
Say, if he ever got a good inning 
at bat in that picture league he’d 
mangle ‘em. And you remember 
Orth and Codee? Well, Frankie is 
doing swell in pictures and one of 
these days these pictures and radio 


scouts will grab Ann Codee and 
know what a performer is—she 
knows every angle of the racket 


from being a straight woman to be- 
ing a comedienne. 


Met Bobby Watson; he’s doing okay, 
too. Tyler Brooke just finished, 
singin’ and dancin’ in a picture 
Looks swell, and is another swell 
actor whom they’re keepin’ busy, 
Charlie Foy of the Foy family has 
done a few pictures and they’re just 
gettin’ wise that he can deliver with 
the best of em. His brother Bryniee 
is a director and producer and 
turnin’ out plenty of hits. Helen 
Broderick is on the air and in pic- 
tures with Victor Moore, and doing 
grand. They finally got wise that Vic 
is one of the greatest comics in the 
country and is he slayin’ em! 

Gee, I met so many of the vaude- 
ville gang—Buck Mack and Skins 
Miller, Jim Toney, Pat West, Joe 
Frisco, George McKay, J. C. Nugent, 
Bert Hanlon, Shaw and Lee, Frank 
Fay, Al Jolson, Eddie Cantor, Milton 
Berle, Holliday and Willette, Joe 
Penner, Jack Benny, Big Jim Burke 
of Burke and Durkin; Solly Violin- 
sky, Jean Schwartz, Eddie Madden, 
Harry Akst, Sidney Claire, Jimmy 
Cagney, Tommy Dugan, Burns and 
Allen, Andy Tombes, Walter Catlett 
(and there ain’t a smarter or more 
talented guy than him in all of Hol- 


lywood), Kalmar and Ruby and a. 


hundred other guys of whom I ain’t 
got stationery enough to write 
about. So you can see this is where 
vaudeville came to, 


Startin’ tomorrow I'm - goin’ 
around the studios and look up a lot 
of my old pals, Some of them are 
away up in the dough and have big 
jobs with the ‘studios; no doubt 
they'll take care of me, ‘cause I 
ain’t lookin’ for no Jeads—yet. I just 
want to sneak in and show ’em what 
I can do. If they let me alone I can 
show’ em what’s the matter wit’ the 
picture racket. Will let you know 
how I come out, 


If you gotta a spare sawbuck you 
can ship out towards me I’d appre- 
ciate it a lot; it will keep Aggie and 
me from talkin’ to ourselves. SEZ 

Lefty. 





RENO RAMBLES 


Arline Judge’s Stag Line—Others 
Look Set for Diverce Decrees 








Reno, April 6. 
Though Arline Judge gave the 


boys and girls at Reno high school a | 


big time a few days ago she also 
gave the teachers one of those peda- 
gogue headaches, and as a direct re- 
sult programs for the weekly assem- 
bly at the school must be submitted 
first hereafter to the teachers for 
censorship. It was a big day for the 
kids, however, and they are per- 
fectly satisfied with results all down 
the line. Appearing a couple of 
minutes late, accompanied by a night 
club orchestra, the vivacious young 
actress, here to secure a divorce 
from Wesley Ruggles, climbed on to 
the stage and after singing a song 
looked down at her playmates and 
invited the boys up on the stage to 
dance. It looked like bank night on 
the stage in a second with young- 
sters tipping over chairs and climb- 
through the wings to reach Miss 
Judge and the proffered dance. 
Eight of them danced with her—a 
tag dance affair — before school 
teachers succeeded in calling a halt. 
Then Miss Judge sat down in the 
orchestra pit and signed autographs 
for the rest of the afternoon and all 
classes went by the boards. 


Scores of university students got 
in on the party and were among the 
dancing partners of Miss Judge. 

Bitten by the coronation bug, Julia 
Laird ankled out of Reno’s famous 
courthouse a few days ago with a 
divorce decree from Jack Kirkland 
tucked in her purse and announced 
that she was off for London. Then 
she intends to start acting again. 

Catherine Dale Owen, former stage 
and screen actress, spent six quiet 
weeks on a dude ranch near Reno 
and left for home a few days ago, 





HEPBURN PLAY 
HAS ‘SETBACK’ 
LEGIT ANGLE 


While an unspoken factor in the 
controversy, the matter of fixing 
‘Jane Eyre,’ legit play, for Katharine 
Hepburn, is being watched closely 
by filmites. Feeling is that if the 
play does not go on and over it will 
be still another setback to filmites 
in legits. Miss Hepburn did pretty 
badly in ‘The Lake,’ on Broadway 
two seasons ago, hence she’s espe- 
cially anxious for this one to g0 
over. With that in mind a long 
(three-month) road tour was set 
prior to Broadway, which ended Sat- 
urday (3). Now more changes have 
been asked and the author, Miss 
Helen Jerome, can’t see it, saying 
she prefers to get the play back, 
rather than more rewrites. 

George Cukor, Miss Hepburn’s di- 
rector, looked at the play in Pitts- 
burgh a couple of weeks ago, and 
suggested some more script changes. 
All the changes made thus far are 
around the Hepburn role. In Eng- 
land the play was shown without 
any of these changes and is doing 
well. 


More details of the difficulties in- 
volved are in the legit section. 





——— 





freed of her matrimonial tie to Mil- 
ton Davis, New York broker. 

Edith Mason, opera prima donna 
(Chicago and Metropolitan) expects 
to drop Georgio Polacco, director, @5 
her husband for the second time 1? 
the near future. She is hibernating 


on a nearby dude ranch. 
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SHT-INS TO HIT T 





} Sitdownitis Gets Par’s Detroit 


vv 


Exchange and Ties Up Pix Service 





Detroit, April 6. 


Film exchange boys here are 
plenty jittery over threatened tieup 
due to sitdownitis, which followed 
a short strike last week in the local 
Paramount office. Prepared for any 
eventuality, and expect some def- 
inite blow-off this week. 

Par sitdown, said by union to have 
been precipitated by firing of a girl 
worker, involved around 20 inspec- 
tors and femme office workers, but 
lasted only a short time. Office 
workers in most of local film ex- 
changes, following trend past several 
weeks in practically all plants and 
stores, were recently organized by 
an American Federation of Labor 
organizer. 

Par officials said the gal was fired 
for incompetence, but unicn mem- 
bers claimed it was for union activi- 
ties, and promptly sat down, de- 
manding pay raises and no discrim- 
ination. Compromise agreement 
worked out in a few hours, during 
which time films were held up or 
sent out minus inspection. 

Added trouble came with a one- 
day strike of film delivery truck 
drivers, which affected practically 
all exchanges. Most of houses, in 
need of flickers, had their own help 
go to Film Exchange building and 
tote pix to house. 

It’s believed most of workers in 
local exchanges have now been or- 
ganized into the A. F. of L. affiliate. 
With Michigan law officials condon- 
ing the sitdown tactics of labor, it 
appears anything might happen al- 
though a complete tieup of films 
here is not expected. Meanwhile, 
exchange managers are readying to 
avert.a complete tieup. 

Wilmingten’s Truck Strike 
Wilmington, April 6. 

General strike which hit Wilming- 
ton during the weekend in sympathy 
with striking truck drivers found the 
town with only two main concerns— 
would the trolleys still run and 
would the picture houses be open”? 
Little worry as to food and drink. 


Trolleys and theatres were the 
burden of queries to newspapers and 
otherwise. Projection operators an- 
nounced they would not go out un- 
less they had sanction of the inter- 
national headquarters. Likewise, the 
trolleymen. Exhibitors said film 
boxes usually handled by truck 

(Continued on page 29) 


INDIE’S NUDIST PIC | 
IN SPANISH-ENGLISH 


Robert Royle is bankrolling an in- 
die nudist pic called ‘Nudist Land.’ 
Two versions are being made, one in 
English and the other in Spanish, 
with narrators on both. 

African goona-goona shots, etc., 
comprise about first third of the 
reels with rest taken in peeler para- 
dises in California and Oregon. 


WB Talent Scouts Sign 
On 2 From Midwest Radio 


Chicago, April 6. 

Among those signed by Jo Ruben- 
stein, talent scout for Warner Bros., 
while he was here last week was 
John Connors, radio actor, formerly 
with Myrt ’n’ Marge, among other 
shows 

Connors was given a six-month 


Contract, deal set through the Wil- 
liam Morris office. 

















Des Moines, April 6. 

Ronald (Dutch) Reagan, sports an- 
nouncer for station WHO here, has 
fen signed to a term contract for 
Pictures by Warner Bros. Out on 
the Coast with the Chicago Cubs, 
— train at Catalina Island, Reagan 
os a screen test arranged by Joy 
Odges, a former Des Moines girl 
now in Hollywood. 

Reagan is 26 and has been with 

O four years, 


+ 








LIN WELLS’ PROBLEM 


How to Keep a Pet Leopard in a/| 
N. Y. Apartment 








Linton Wells, former American 
foreign correspondent, leaves for 
Hollywood today (Wednesday) for 
confabs with Sam Goldwyn on his 
new job as the Goldwyn press and 
ad rep. After three weeks or so 
there he will return to New York 
with his family to start activities. 

Wells and Mrs. Wells (Fay Gillis, 
newspaperwoman) face one serious 
difficulty in moving back to Manhat- 
tan. They have to find an apartment 
which will allow them to keep their 
pet leopard on the premises. On the 
Coast, where they have been living 
the past six months, where Wells 
was On special assignment for the 
N. Y. Herald Tribune, it was easy, he 
claims. 


Griffith's Assets 
Auction April 19 
By Court Order 


Sale of 21 silent films, part of the 
assets of the defunct D. W. Griffth 
Corp., of which David Wark Griffith 
was the president and which went 
into equity receivership in 1935, will 
be auctioned off April 19 at the N. 
Y. Federal building. ° Joseph Gans, 
attorney and receiver, made this 
known Friday (2) after Federal 
Judge Vincent J. Liebell signed the 
order directing the sale at the re- 
quest of John A. Manning and other 
stockholders. Besides the films, the 
company’s real estate holdings in 
Westchester county are also to be 
disposed of to the highest bidder, 

Among the plays to be disposed of 
are: ‘Ardelia in Arcady,” ‘Bolshe- 
vicky,’ ‘Cynic Effect,’ ‘Coincidence 
Ginger,’ ‘Heart’s Desire,’ ‘Isn’t Love 
Wonderful?’ ‘Lights Out,’ ‘Laura 
Joyce,’ ‘Millions Vs Mudpies,’ ‘No- 
body Home,’ ‘Reincarnation of Eddie 
List,’ ‘Sisters,’ ‘Turning the ‘lables,’ 
‘Triangle in the Air,’ ‘The Bigamisi,’ 
‘Wagered Love,’ ‘I'll Get Him Yet,’ 
‘Hearts of the World,’ ‘The Struggle’ 
and ‘Nathan Hale.’ 

The property to be disposed of for 
the benefit of creditors and stock- 
holders includes buildings used in 
1932 as studios. 


EMILE PATHE, FILM 
PIONEER, IS DEAD 


Paris, April 6. 

Emile Pathe, president of Pathe- 
Marconi Co., who with his brother 
Charles and two other Frenchmen 
in 1896 started Pathe Freres, died 
yesterday (Monday) in Pau, French 
resort. From that association of the 
"90s there developed the first French 











pictures production and the first 
newsreels. Later they were first to 
develop the 9-mm. camera for ama- 
teurs. Brothers put their early earn- 
ings into a family trust which dwin- 


dled seriously during the World 
War. 
After setting up an American 


branch in 1908, the brothers began 
operations in a Jersey studio, mak- 
ing such serials as ‘The Perils of 
Pauline’ in addition to newsreels. 
Pair started with a couple of kine- 
scopes and $500, and by the late 
’20s the concern was valued at mil- 
lions of dollars. In 1935 Pathe Ex- 
change, Inc., was reorganized and 
Pathe Film Corp. formed, with RKO 
acquiring the producing and distrib- 
uting divisions. 


LABOR’S SUMMER 
DEA VIA UNIONS 


Labor Circle Talk Prophesies 
Stringent Sit-Down and 
Stay-In Technique in The- 
atres, When Contracts Ex- 
pire and If New Terms 
Reach an Impasse 


TRIED IN NEW YORK 


Sit-down strikes, two of which it is 
learned have brought fast results 
with two different independent cir- 
cuits in Greater New York, are con- 
templated throughout the country 
this summer wherever contracts ex- 
pire and new.demands are not satis- 
factorily met, according to inner 
circle union sources. These sit-down 
or stay-in strikes, whichever 
will be termed in applying to the- 
atres, may signalize a swing of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees away from the 
Federation of Labor over to John L. 
Lewis’ Committee for Industrial Or- 
ganization. The mere fact that sit- 
down methods are declared up the 
sleeve for theatres this summer 
would suggest nothing else, union 
men point out. 

George E. Browne, president of the 
I. A. T. S. E. who, over a year ago, 
was said to favor the C. I. O., and 
then was elected a vice president of 
A. F. of L., and thus believed to 
have changed his mind, has now re- 
signed from the A. F. of L. This 
may or may not be significant so far 
as allegiance to the A. F. of L. and 
William Green is concerned. In sup- 
port of the thought, however, that 
the I. A. T. S. E. and its leaders are 
C. I. O.-minded is the fact that the 

(Continued on page 69) 


STILL LOYAL 
TO EM, ABROAD 


Paris, April 6. 

If priced right, Hollywood names 
half way between their best days 
and their retirement stage can make 
good money for a long while, if they 
learn a little French. Even if they 
don’t, they still can draw beaucoup 
francs with their voices dubbed. 

Exhibs have figured that it takes 
two years for continentals to take 
up a Hollywood star after Holly- 
wood has acclaimed the star, and 
that after Hollywood has dropped 
her, she—it’s usually a she—can 
still draw for at least five years 
abroad. 

Some, in fact, may go on till they 
fold for good. Sessue Hayakawa, 
long a dead menace in Hollywood, is 
starring in two productions in Paris 
at present. Bebe Daniels, Eric Von 
Stroheim and Maurice Chevalier are 
also in on this long-term loyalty of 
French fans. 

British producers, who have a 
similar audience setup, are doing 
even better with their product in 
France whenever they have people 








‘like Clive Brook, Anna May Wong 


projection machines, French feature | and John Loder 


in their lineups, 
Charles Laughton, of course, is 
set for life. 

This foreign product oddly does 
not affect the home-mades, as pre- 
sumably nothing short of death could 
stop audiences from applauding in 
flesh or pix the routines of Cecile 
Sorel, Mistinguett, Sacha Guitry, 
Germaine Aussey, Jeanne Aubert 
and Ludmilla Pitoeff, all in produc- 
tion at present. 





Hollywood, April 6._ 

Andre Dumonceau, Paris agent at 
present in Hollywood, has received 
cabled instructions to pick up old 
names here for in French pix. Any 
name, says Dumonceau, that meant 
anything in 1925, still means plenty 





in Paris, anno 1937. 
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RKO Counsel Fees 


$440,000 to Date: 





Bernie-Winchell West 
On Air Bally, Pix Deals 


Ben Bernie, vacationing in Florida, 





returns to the Coast pronto where 
probably he will discuss another pic- 
ture with 20th-Fox. He made ‘Wake 
Up and Live’ on single-picture con- 
tract. Walter Winchell, in the same 
film, is also en route to the Coast 
this week, ostensibly to visit his 
family, but probably also to dicker 
on another screen production, 

Bernie and Winchell will head an 
imposing American Can _ (Bernie’s 
commercial) radio program, with 
20th-Fox talent, as a buildup for the 
| film’s early release. 


215 Still Out Of 
Ft. Lee Con. Lab: 
Miss Playdates? 


With no substantial progress re- 
ported toward a settlement of the 
| strike which the United Theatrical 
& Motion Picture Workers is stag- 
ing against Herbert J. Yates’ Con- 
solidated Film Laboratories, a total 


of 275 men are still out of the Fort 
Lee, N. J., plant, several missouts on 
playdates are claimed by union 
sources, and distributors are begin- 
ning to holler though not known to 
be dangerously hurt as yet. 

Meantime, it is reported from one 
quarter that the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
is likely to move into the laboratory 
situation, while from another source 
it is said that members of the IA- 
chartered Motion Picture Laboratory 
Technicians, Local 669, met Satur- 
day (3) to discuss an immediate 
break away from the Warner Bros. 
and De Luxe Laboratories in New 
York. The De Luxe plant turns out 
20th-Fox prints. The United union, 
Local No. 1, N. Y. District, as it is 
set up, has taken no action except 
at Fort Lee, but either this union 
or Local 669 may spread the strike 
to New York. 

In staging its strike against Con- 
solidated over in Jersey, United is 
demanding recognition and a 40- 
hour week, plus negotiations for a 
wage scale. 


WB WANTS FLYNN BACK 
FOR HIS NEXT PICTURE 


Warner Bros. has cabled Errol 
Flynn to return to America imme- 
diately to prepare for ‘The Perfect 
Specimen,’ next for him on the 
Warner lot. 

He developed an urge to do some 
press correspondence on the Span- 
ish war and obtained a leave of 
absence from the Warner plant 
after finishing ‘Prince and Pauper.’ 
This, costing $1,000,000, will be re- 
leased concurrently with the coro- 
nation in England in an effort to 
cash in on timeliness of its ma- 
terial. 

N. Y. Daily-Chicago Tribune syn- 
dicate on Monday (6) carried an 
exclusive copyrighted story that 
Flynn had been kiiled in Spain, at 
the front. It developed he was 
only slightly injured. 


Lusty Stays On at RKO 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Lou Lusty has patched up his dif- 
ferences at RKO and signed a new 
contract. 
He is executive assistant to S. J. 
Briskin. Tiff was over money 
details. 





























~ Court: How Long Will Reorg Last? 


Net profit for RKO and its subsids 
for 1937 allowing for the slack sum- 


mer season and weather should 
amount to well over $2,000,000, if the 
earnings for the first eight weeks 
of th2 year are to be any barometer. 
According to Otto C. Doering, 


counsel for Irving Trust Co., trus- 
tee for the corporation, the net earn- 
ings of the organization for January 
and February amounted to $714,000, 
after all charges had been met. 
Doering made this known to Fed- 
eral Judge William Bondy Thursday 
(1) during a hearing on a petition 
of the attorney that the trustee and 
counsel be allowed additional in- 
terim allowances for their work in 
the RKO reorganization proceedings 
as of July 2, 1936. Although re- 
fraining from giving a definite esti- 
mate of the amount in earnings for 
the year, Doering was optimistic 
over the report for the first two 
months, 

In his petition, Doering asked the 
Court to direct the payment of an 
additional $60,000 to Irving Trust 
and $85,000 to counsel. 

George L. Shein, attorney for a 
group of bondholders, opposed the 
request, pointing out that the trus- 
tee had already received $150,000 
and William J. Donovan, chief coun- 
sel, $290,000 for their four years’ 
services. Further allowances, Shein 
contended, should not be awarded 
at least until all claims against RKO 
had been settled. 

Judge Bondy, remarking that he 
had received many letters from 
‘poor bondholders,” who wanted to 
know ‘how long these hearings were 
to continue,’ reserved decision on the 
aliowance request. 


ENGLISH COIN 
OFFERED LASKY 





Hollywood, April 6. 


Jesse L. Lasky is considering a 
proposition laid before him by Lean- 
der Northrand, English financier, to 
go to England and organize a pro- 
ducing company. Northrand spent 
several days confabbing with Lasky. 

Producer currently is preparing 
‘Radio City Revels’ for RKO. 


Cowdin Has an Idea 
For U’s Foreign Head 











J. Cheever Cowdin is expected to 
bring in a side-kick, without pre- 
vious film experience, into Universal 
as that company’s foreign chiet. 
Clayton Sheehan was in line for 
the job but his chances are now held 
to be remote for landing the post. 
Nate Manheim resigned the post 
three weeks ago. 


Baerwitz Back at MG 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Samuel Baerwitz has returned to 
Metro as an associate producer. 
Baerwitz, nephew of Nicholas M. 
Schenck, was a producer in the 
shorts department at the plant sev- 
eral years ago. 











BERKMAN JOINS HOWARD 
Hollywood, April 6. 

William K. Howard, directing 
‘White Gold’ for Pommer and Korda 
in London, with Edmund Lowe in 
lead, has sent for Ted Berkman to 
work on the script. Berkman left 
for London this week. 

Berkman came out here originally 
from the N. Y. Daily Mirror copy- 
desk to work for Wanger and when 
Howard tossed back ‘Summer Light- 
ning’ and went to London, Wanger 
let Berkman out. 

Arthur Ripley and Josh Logan are 
now on ‘Summer Lightning.’ 
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PICTURE GROSSES 








Tanbark Not Fragrant to L, A. Biz 
King’ Big Noise at $21,200; ‘Lloyds’ 
Nice 24G in Runs; ‘Heaven’ N.G. 96 








Los Angeles, April 6. 

For second week in a row circus 
biz in the Hollywood area and in 
several nearby towns hit the film 
box offices particularly hard. After- 
Easter trade didn’t develop in pro- 
portions that had been anticipated. 

Exceptions to the generally off biz 
are the two day-and-date Warner 
houses, Downtown and Hollywood, 
where ‘The King and Chorus Girl’ 
opened to top trade and is bringing 
a combined take in excess of $21,000. 

‘Good Earth’ slipped below $10,000 
mark on 10th week, but is still hold- 
ing comparatively strong. Other 
two-a-day pic, ‘Lost Horizon,’ is run- 
ning at average form in fourth week. 
RKO and Pantages held over dual 
topped by ‘Quality Street.’ Para- 
mount, with a weak picture and no 
stage names, nosedived. 

First showing of ‘Lloyds of Lon- 
don’ at regular prices, following its 
Carthay roadshow engagement, 
brought fair returns to Loew’s State 
and Chinese. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55- 
83-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(10th week). First perceptible drop 
here was to be expected, in view of 
current let-down in biz; $9,600 last 


stanza. 
Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—‘Lloyds’ (20th). Better than 


preceding seven days; expected take 
of $10,300, okay, helped by a major 
preview. Last week, ‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th), disappointing, $7,700. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB). 
Best at this house in several weeks 
at $9,500; will h.o. Last week, 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and ‘Midnight 
Court’ (WB) drew $7,100, better than 
expected. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th 
week). Last week (3rd) helped by 
Easter trade for excellent $10,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB.) 
Pic colony mob doing rave about this 
one and $11,700 will be good. Last 
week ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) and 
— Court’ (WB), $6,900, just 
air. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40)—‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par) and 
*‘Headline Crasher’ (Conn), dual, and 
vaude. Experiment of holding over 
Major Bowes all-girl unit for second 
week, with new program of duals, is 
holding trade to satisfactory $7,000. 
Last week ‘Night Waitress’ (RKO) 
and ‘Clarence’ (Par), with Bowes 
unit, brought neat $8,900. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
Have Our Moments’ (U) (2nd week). 
Holdover of this pair not profitable 
at $5,500, even with trio of previews, 
but first week’s $8,800 perfectly all 
right. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55) —‘Outcast’ (Par) and stage 
show. Nothing much to drag ’em in 
this week, so best in sight is poor 
$12,000, with couple cf previews to 
help. Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par), 
on second stanza, did smash $15,700. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55) — ‘Quality 
Street?’ (RKO) and ‘We Have 
Moments’ (U) (2nd week). Trade for 
second stanza of this dualer bolstered 
a bit by previews Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday nights so reached $5,500, 
just fair. First week not as good as 
anticipated at $7,600, though profit- 
able. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Lloyds’ (20th). Downtown trade 
okay this one at $14,000. Last week 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), fell below 
expectations at $10,900. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) 
and ‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th), 


dual. Doubling up ‘Heaven’ with a 
comedy feature hasn't helped so will 
wind up with weak $3,800. Last 
week moveover of ‘Maytime’ (MG), 
broucht niftv $6,200. 

Wilshire (Fox ) (2,296; 30-40-55-65 )— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and ‘Step 
Lively, Jeeves’ (20th). dual. Wilshire 
carriage trade failed to display any 
undue interest in this brace so will 
have to be satisfied with $5,200. Last 
week ‘Maytime’ (MG) (moveover), 
brought smash $8,500. 


PORT. H. 0.’S HOLD UP; 
‘MAYTIME,” 2D, $6,500 


Portland, Ore., April 6. 

‘Maytime’ in its second week is 
wowing them at the UA. Another 
two-week mopper-upper is ‘Personal 
Property, at the Broadway. ‘Love 
Is News,’ strong stuff at the Par- 
amount. 

Hamrick - Evergreen Theatres 
couldn't see ‘Black Legion’ for either 
the Paramount or Orpheum, s0 
slipped it into the smaller Mayfair. 
Pic is upping that house above par. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-40) 

— ‘Personal Property’ ‘MG) and 








bg 


We | 500 


‘Breezing Home’ (U) (2d wk). Get- 
ting good results at $4,500. First 
week mopped up in a big way at 
$7,200. 


Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 30-40)—Black Legion’ (WB) 
and ‘Once a Doctor’ (FN). Better 


than average results for this house 
at $3,300. Last week ‘Devil’s Play- 
ground’ (RKO) and ‘Mind Your Own 
Business’ (Par), good enough $3,000. 
Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-40 )—‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) 
and ‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO). 
Mostly dependent on WB musical, 
and poor $5,000 in sight. Last week 
‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) and ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (20th), hit average $5,900. 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-40)—‘Love Is News’ (20th) 
and ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par). Pair 
of biz-getters and over the top for 
good $9,000. Last week ‘You're in 
Love’ (Col) and ‘Doctpr’s Diary’ 
(Par), ran a total of 11 days for good 
$11,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
40)—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d wk). Still 
doing terrific biz, easily $6,500. First 
week terrific $8,500. 


STORE SALE UPS 
ST. L. DELUXERS 


St. Louis, April 6. 

Town’s largest department store 
held its annual St. Louis Day’ sale 
Saturday (3), and this event, which 
attracts large crowds to downtown 
district, was big aid to Loew’s and 
Ambassador, deluxers. 
Rest of town’s big berthas aren’t 
expected much better average biz. 

Estimates for This Weck 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,018; 25-40- 
55)—‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘China Passage’ (U), dual. Point- 
ing for okay $14,500. Last week, 
‘Quality Street? (RKO) and ‘Head 
Over Heels’ (GB), finished with $11,- 
200, average. 
Fox (F&M) (5,038; 25-35-55)— 
‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) and ‘Your 
Birthday’ (RKO), dual. Should col- 
lect $13,000 for nice biz. Last week, 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and ‘Girl 
Overboard’ (U), garnered okay $14,- 








Loew’s (Loew) (3,162; 25-35-55)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). Should 
rab another $15,000 to augment 
22,500 gathered last week for big- 
gest biz since ‘San Francisco’ (MG) 
last summer. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,514; 25-35-55) 
—‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO). Fair $10,- 
400. Last week, ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO) 
and ’Logger’ (RKO), under average, 
$9,300. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Devil’s Playground’ (Col) and stage 
show. Points to $9,500 week, good. 


First run pix will help boost b.o. 
activity. st week, ‘Love News’ 
(20th) (2d run) and stage show, 


$8,000, so-so. 





1st Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of April 9 

Astor — ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(10th wk), 

Capitol—‘Maytime’ (MG) (4th 
wk). 

Central—‘Racketeer in Exile’ 
(Col) (10), 

Criterion — ‘Silent Barriers’ 
(GB) (3d wk). 

Globe — ‘Lost Horizon’ 
(6th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) (8). 

Paramount — ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par) (3d wk). 

Rialto—‘Elephant Boy’ 
(5). 

Rivoli—‘History Is Made at 
Night’ (UA) (3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Soldier and the Lady’ 
(RKO). 

Strand — 
(WB) (10). 

Week of April 16 

Astor — ‘Good Earth’ (MG) 
(llth wk). 

Capitol — ‘Personal Property’ 
(MG). 

Central—I Promise to Pay’ 
(Col) (17). 

Criterion — ‘Silent Barriers’ 
(GB) (4th wk). 

Glebe — ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) 
(7th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Swing High, 
Swing Low’ (Par) (14). 

Rialto—Nobody’s Baby Now’ 
(MG). 

Rivoli—‘Love From A Strang- 
er’ (UA). 

Roxy— When Love Is Young,’ 
«U). 

Strand — ‘Marked Woman’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 


(Col) 


(GB) 


‘Marked Woman’ 











L’VILLE WICKETS HUM; 
‘MAYTIME’ STRONG 96 


Louisville, April 6. 
Dearth of road and concert attrac- 
tions here this season, due mostly to 
steep admission tax imposed by the 
Commonwealth, has reacted in favor 
of musical pix, particularly those of 
the operatic type. ‘Maytime’ is bring- 
ing them in at Loew’s State this 
week, the Eddy-MacDonald mak- 
ing the wicket hum in grand style. 
‘Seventh Heaven’ at the Rialto is 
another film which will gather fine 
biz currently. Houses in general are 
enjoying a trade far beyond expecta- 
tions. 





Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.-Loew’s) (1,- 
500; 15-25-40) — ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and March of Time. Back into 
swing with nice $2,700. Last week 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Goes to College’ (Par), dual, moved 
over from Rialto to take good $2,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25) 
—One in Million’ (20th) and ‘God’s 
Country’ (WB), dual, splitting with 
‘Love Song’ (WB) and ‘Crack Up’ 
(20th), dual. Looks headed for $2,- 
200, okay. Last week ‘Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par) and ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), 
dual, splitting with ‘Louis Pasteur’ 
(WB) and ‘Jungle Princess’ (Par), 
dual, good $2,400. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG). Music-starved 
patrons going for this one, and 
heavy matinee trade from femmes 
should send take soaring to excel- 








lent $9,000. Last week ‘History Made 





H.0.'s, Sit-Downers Hold Down Det.’s 
B.0. Total, but Bette Davis $24,000 





Detroit, April 6. 

Flock of holdovers cutting down 
flow of dough, but all houses en- 
joying better than average biz cur- 
rently. Prolonged sitdownitis con- 
tinues to take its toll at the b.o., es- 
pecially in the nabes, but otherwise 
spring season looks like the best in 
several years. 

After getting away to hefty post- 
lenten start last stanza with ‘Waikiki 
Wedding,’ Michigan pokes its head 
out again currently for some real 
dough with ‘Marked Woman’ plus 
vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40) — 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) plus ‘Fair 
Warning’ (20th), dual. Nice $6,500. 
Last session warm $7,000 on “Trouble 
in Morocco’ (Col) and ‘Time Out for 
Romance’ (20th). 

Downtown (Krim) (2,800; 40-65) — 
‘Ecstasy’ (Eureka) (4th week). Con- 
tinues at surprising $8,000 and should 
hold for at least another week, may- 


be more. Picked up for nice $8,500 
last stanza. 
Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65) — 


‘Head Over Heels’ (GB) with ‘April 





in Paris’ unit on stage. Jessie Mat- 





thews’ name not enough lure, but 
oke at $20.000. Last week, ‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th) and Duncan Sisters 
topping vaude, nice $23,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (2,000; 
30-40-65 ) — ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) 
(2d week). Bing Crosby musical 
moved here after hot session at 
Michigan and giving this house best 
gross in some time, $10,000. Woeful 
$5,000 last session on ‘History Made 
at Night’ (UA). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30- )-65) — ‘Marked Woman’ (W3), 
plus Roxyettes on stage. Bangup 
$24,000 due. Last week hotcha $34,- 
200 on ‘Waikiki’ (Par), plus vaude. 

State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- 
40) — ‘Under Cover Night’ (MG) 
and ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par), dual. 
House, on steagy upbeat, seems able 
to draw with most anything. Neat 
$8,000 coming up. Hefty $11,800 last 
week on ‘Swing High’ (Par), moved 
here from Mich, and ‘Your Birth- 
day’ (RKO). 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65) — ‘Maytime’ (MG) 
(2d week). Pulling nice $11,500 sec- 
ond session, following big $15,900 
opening week. May hold for third. 





at Night’ (UA) and ‘Elephant Boy’ 
(UA), dual, took good $7,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40) —‘King and Chorus Girl’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Ballyhoo for Fer- 
nand Gravet, new French star, pro- 
ductive of results and second week 
for film plenty okay at $3,400, fol- 
lowing initial week’s fine $4,500. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—Rhythm 
on Range’ (Par) and ‘F-Man’ (Par), 
dual, splitting with ‘Last Gentleman’ 
(UA) and ‘Moon’s Our Home” (Par), 
dual. Looks like $1,400, okay. Last 
week ‘Here Comes Navy’ (WB) and 
‘Early to Bed’ (Par), dual, splitting 
with ‘Special Agent’ (WB) and ‘Live 
For Love’ (WB), dual, fair $1,200. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15-25- 
40)—‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Pic’s 
title pulling "em in; should take big 
$7,000. Last week ‘Waikiki’ (Par) 
and March of Time stood town on 
its ears for smash $15,000 and a 
near-record. 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- 
25-40)—‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
‘We’re on Jury’ (RKO), = dual. 


Patrons slow to respond at b. o. for 
Hepburn and costume film; average 
$3.500. Last week, ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th) and ‘Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th). off at $3,300. 


‘WAIKIKY, 186, 
BIG IN OK CINCY 


Cincinnati, April 6. 

Customary post-lenten biz bracer 
is in order for front line cinemas. 
Trade bulge made itself evident last 
half of last week, giving brightness 
to a colorless Easter week start. 

‘Waikiki Wedding’ is the sweetest 
b. o. music currently, hanging up big 
$18,000 for the Palace. Tag of ‘We 
Who Are About to Die’ was changed 
to ‘Condemned Row’ for its Lyric 
showing. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO). Poor $10,- 

Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d 
week), $13,000, hefty, following 
smash $21,000 in first seven days. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d run). Very 
good $6,000. Last week, ‘Hideaway 
Girl’ (Par), $5,500, fair, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘China Passage’ (RKO) with ‘Dick 
Tracy’ (WB) serial, and ‘Woman 
Wise’ (Fox), split. Swell $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Round-up Time in Texas’ 
(Rep) and ‘Dick Tracy’ (WB), $2,- 
700, big. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) (2d run). Fair 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U) 
encored for fifth downtown week to 
okay $2,500. Z 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Love News’ (20th) (2d run). Stron 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Ready, Willing 
(WB), $5,500, nice. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)---‘Con- 
demned Row’ (RKO) retitled from 
‘We Who Are About to Die. Mild 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Nancy Steele’ 
(20th), $5,000, good. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-42)— 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Great 
$18,000. Last week. ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th), $15,000, swell. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 40-60)— 
‘We’re on the Jury’ (RKO) and 
Roger Pryor band. No dice at $10,- 
000. Ditto last week on ‘Racing Lady’ 
(RKO) and ‘World’s Fairest on Pa- 
rade’ unit. 


Rain vs. Rand in Indpls., 
But Rand Wins, $13,500 


Indianapolis, April 6. 

Good attractions at downtown 
houses are making good grosses this 
week, in spite of siege of rainy 
weather. Sally Rand’s unit at vaud- 
film Lyric will break or come within 
a few dollars of that theatre’s rec- 
ord. ‘Waikiki Wedding’ is strong 
magnet at Circle, while ‘Maytime’ 
continues big in its holdover session 
at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Above 
average biz at $5,000. Last week 
ry | and Chorus Girl’ (WB), fair 


Cirele (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki’ (Par). Looks like big $9,- 
000. Last week ‘History at Night’ 
(UA) and ‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO), 
moderate $4,500. 

Leew’s (Loew's) (2,600; 25-40)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d wk). Still 
strong at $7,000. Last week same 
pic got terrific $13,500. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Men in Exile’ (WB) and Sally 
Rand’s revue. Latter turning them 
away with capacity houses, breaking 
house record on opening day and 
day following. Likely gross will be 
$13,500 or more, which is in neigh- 
borhood of top figure for house at 














present low scale. 
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Waring-Man’ Fair $23,000, ‘Lies’ 
And ‘Property’ Big $18,000, Frisco 


San Francisco, Apri] 6. 

Fred Waring’s band and ‘Man Who 
Found Himself’ are heading for only 
a fair $23,000 at the Golden Gate 
‘Top of the Town,’ paired with 
“Woma” in Distress’ at the Orpheum 
theatre, had a slow opening, but is 
expected to build. ; 

Everyone is smiling around the 
Warfield, where Robert Taylor and 
Jean Harlow in ‘Personal Property? 
along with ‘Her Husband Lies,’ is do. 
ing sock biz, 

Estimates for This Wee 

Embassy (Cohen) (1,512; 30-35-40) 
—‘Love in Exile’ (GB) and ‘Silks 
and Saddles’ (All Star). Although 
timeliness of English pic’s plot was 
played up, biz failed to materialize, 
Bad $2,200 in sight. Last week ‘No 
Man of Her Own’ (Par) and ‘Red 
Light’ (All Star). Fair $2,000 on a 
moveover from the United Artists. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40) ~ 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Huse 
band’s Secretary’ (WB) (2nd wk.), 
Crosby certainly can bring them in, 
Expect good $12,000 this week, after 
terrific $26,000 opening stanza. 


Geary (Lurie) (1,200; 50-75-$1. 
$1.50)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (5th 
wk.). Now that ‘Good Earth’ has 


dropped out of the running, the 
Geary has the only road show in 
town. Still making money at $7,500, 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—‘Man Who Found Himself’ (RKO) 
and Fred Waring band. This is 
Waring’s first visit here in 10 years; 
but biz just fair at $23.000. Last 
week ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
unit. Nice $18,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440: 30-35-40) 
—‘Top of Town’ (U) and ‘Woman in 
Distress’ (Col). Several of the crix 
were pretty rough on ‘Town.’ Expect 
to do $11,000 which is below exe 
pectations, but better than average, 
Last week ‘Promise to Pay’ (Col) 
and ‘We Have Our Moments’ (U), 
Bigger profit at $8,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-35« 
40)—‘Maytime’ (MG) (4th wk.), 
Here’s an example of single billing 
which is causing plenty of excites 
ment. ‘Maytime’ is establishing a 
record by playing four weeks in big 
house. Swell $8,000 expected for 
final stanza. Last week (3rd) v.g. at 
$12,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1.470: 35-40)— 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Midnight Court’ (WB). After five 
weeks of ‘Good Earth’ at $1.50 top, 
St. Francis reverts to former policy 
of hold-over pictures. Fair $5,500, 
‘Good Earth’ stopped rather sud- 
denly, nose-diving to $4,500 on final 
week. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 25- 
40)—‘History Is Made at Night’ (UA) 
(2d wk.). Matinee trade light, but 
big at night. . Expect fair $6,000 
following excellent opening take of 


000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 35-40) 
‘Personal Property’ (MG) and ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par). Expected & 
hefty week, but $18,000 is considere 
ably better than anticipated. Last 
week ‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) 
and ‘Midnight Court’ (WB). Strong 
at $15,000. 


‘HISTORY’ ‘MOMENTS’ 
FINE $8,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, April 6. 

‘Waikiki Wedding’ at the Omaha 
rolls merrily on its path, running 
strong through its second seven-day 
stanza. Records of most every sort, 
such as hourly, daily, matinee and 
night, single figures were topped in 
the first week, and holdover week is 
better than most ordinary weeks 
here. ; 
Omaha holdover leaves a bit bet- 
ter situation for ‘History Is Made at 
Night’ at the Orpheum and ‘Soldier 
and Lady’ at the Brandeis, as new 
films. Weather man, giving the town 
plenty of moisture and cold, is cut- 
ting in slightly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 25- 
35-40)—‘Soldier and Lady’ (RKO) 
and ‘Her Husband’s Secretary’ (FN) 
twin-billed. Title change on_first 
feature little help, but crix helping 
by calling attention to the Verne 
original. Fair enough at $4.250. Last 








week ‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and 
‘When’s Your Birthday’ (RKO) 
dualled to $4,500. : 

Omaha (Blank) (2,100; 25-40)— 


‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and ‘Doc- 
tor’s Diary’ (Par), dual. Holding for 
a full second week. First week 
knocked records for a loop at $12, 
000, magnificent. Second term run: 
ning along in bullish fashion — 
looks to $7,500, plenty strong. Tota 
of two weeks will be tops on any 
film ever shown here. f 
Orpheum (Blank) (2.976: 25-40)— 
‘History Is Made at Night’ (UA) and 
‘We Have Our Moments’ (U), double. 
Best of the week’s new films. Heavy 
campaign on Boyer-Arthur film an 
nice notices; may reach $8,000, fine; 
Last week, ‘King and Chorus Gitl 
(WB) and ‘Espionage’ (MG). Moré 


than held their own in face of oppo 
sish; $8,250 topped expectations. 
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“Tall $23,000; ‘“Maytime, 1.0., Big 
$17,000; ‘Family,’ O0&J Unit $21,000 


Chicago, April 6. 

Loop shakes off all box-office blues 
currently and rides up into exhib- 
itor heaven with a string of high 
numerals. Sidewalks are getting a 
lot ‘of tough treatment from the 
standees lined up in front of the 
United Artists, Palace, Roosevelt, 
Oriental and Chicago. 

Oriental is doing itself up brown 
with the Olsen and Johnson unit 
on the stage plus the winner of the 
Morris B. Sachs-WENR amateur 
hour on the stage. Amateur show 
on Sundays has a large listening 
audience around this town. 

New entries that are doing well 
are ‘Marked Woman’ and ‘Top of 
the Town,’ while the holdover “May- 
time’ and ‘Waikiki Wedding’ are still 
standing ‘em up in their second ses- 
sions. United Artists pounded back 
into absolute capacity attendance on 
Saturday (3), immediately following 
the Jeanette MacDonald broadcast 
the night before. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 55-83-$1.10- 
$1.65) — ‘Good Earth’ (MG) (7th 
and final week). Goes out Friday 
(9) and house. reverts to continuous 
flickers. Had a good run, Last week 
managed okay $8,500. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and stage 
show. Picture gets an ‘adults only 
recommendation from the house it- 
self, and looks headed for oke 
trade, especially from the femme 
element. Around $25,000 seen. Last 
week the Taylor-Harlow combina- 
tion to hold up ‘Personal Property 
(MG) to satisfying $33,100. 

Erlanger (1,400; 55-83-$1.10-$1.65) 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (4th and final 
week). House reverts to legit next 
Monday (12). Picture was a winner 
and could stay longer. Fine $9,000 
last week. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Swing High’ (Par). Went in sud- 
denly in midweek to replace ‘You're 
in Love’ (Col), which got the cramps. 
‘Swing’ will touch okay $7,500 in 
first seven days. ‘Love’ faded in four 
days to under $3,000, weakish. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 35-45-55 )— 
‘Family Affair’ (MG) and Olsen and 
Johnson unit on stage, plus Morris 
B. Sachs-WENR amateur hour win- 
ner. Amateur winner on stage every 
week in new tie-up rates fine ex- 
[ey ye angle for B&K. Excellent 

21,000 currently, Last week, ‘Holy 
Terror’ (20th) and vaude, didn’t 
mean much at $17,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 3&-55-65-75) 
~'Top of Town’ (U) and vaude. All 
up to the picture and doing smartly 
with $23,000 in the offing, finest coin 
this house has seen in long time. 
Last week. ‘Quality Street’ (RKO), 
fair $17,600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75) — ‘Waikiki’ (Par) (2nd week). 
Will stick around awhile on present 
Smacking pace. Over $22,000 last 
week, and will hold to mighty fine 
$16,000 currently. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45) — ‘Dangerous Number’ (MG) 
and vaude. This is six-day run cur- 
rently, with house going to Friday 
Opening April 9. For the short week 
Okay at $10,000. Last week, ‘Glamour’ 
(Col), neat $14,200. 

"Inited Artists (B&K-MG) (1,700; 
$5-55-65-75) — ‘Maytime’ (MG) (2nd 
week). Just a question of how quick 

e customers can be turned over. 

& show only thing that’s holdin 
down biz from going over the recor 
mark. A lulu at $21,400 last week, 
and a sweetheart at $17,000 currently. 


Few Fresh Pix in Prov.; 
King’ Dual Fair $7,000 


Providence, April 6. 
ve Stage attractions and one 

Oldover have cut down list of at- 

ctions on screens here this week. 

Our of the five houses usually 
screen twin bills, but with Albee 
staging ‘At Home Abroad’ tab as part 
of its bill, and Loew's holding over 

aytime,’ new first-run films are cut 

Own to six. 

Exhibits, however, are looking for 
another rosy week.’ As a whole the 
Product is good, and momentum 

om last week is strong enough to 
the iings over. Strand looks like 

Jeader, “Swin igh’ packing a 
terrific wallop. g High p g 
Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40)—'Midnight 

axi' (20th) and stage show. Nice 
ene here; opposish from other flesh 

Faction in town, but not enough 

hurt; oke at $7,100. Last week 














‘We Have Our Moments’ (U) and 
vaude, good $6,900. 


Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). Doing 
rather well, considering terrific ac- 
tivity last stanza; house looks for 
$9,000, excellent. Last week big 
$17,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 15-25-40)— 
‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Men in Exile’ (WB). Considering 
tough opposish, the going here is not 
so bad. Gross should reach fair $7,- 
000 without difficulty. Last week, 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and ‘Step 
Lively, Jeeves’ (20th), good $8,300. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40)—Man 
Who Found Himself’ (RKO) and ‘At 
Home Abroad’ unit. Biz not spectac- 
ular, but house not kicking. Gross 
expected to reach $8,000, oke for this 
stand. Last week, ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) and ‘Love and Kisses’ (U), 
managed to garner $7,200, fair. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par) and ‘Crime No- 
body Saw’ (Par). Looks like $10,000, 
great. Last week, ‘Murder Goes to 
College’ (Par) and ‘You're in Army’ 
(GB), tepid $6,800. 


TAYL'R-HARLOW 
BOFF BUFF. 
FOR 206 


Buffalo, April 6. 

Grosses continuing strong follow- 
ing high-water Easter week. ‘Per- 
sonal Property’ is overshadowing 
everything else in town, the three 
other Shea houses offering repeat 
programs, ‘Maytime,’ in second week 
at Lakes, still showing plenty 
strength, 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Personal Property’ (MG). Look- 
ing towards good $20,000. Last week, 
‘Waikiki’ (Par), bie lt to bigger pro- 
portions than anticipated and came 
in with swell $21,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Billy the Kid’ (MG) (2nd run) and 
‘Mama Steps Out’ (MG). Unexpected 
strength being shown by this bill 
at good $10,000. Last week, ‘Penrod’ 
(WB) and ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO), 
lonesomest box office in town, down 
to $6,500, poor. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-50) 
—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2nd week), Sec- 
ond stanza should do $10,000, nice. 
Last week great at $18,500. ; 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Swing 
High’ (Par) (2nd run). Brought back 
and looks good for $8,000. Last week, 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO), $8,000, fair. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25-35)— 
‘Breezing Home’ (U) and ‘She’s 
Dangerous’ (U), About average $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Devil's Playground 
(Col) and ‘Woman in Distress’ (Col), 
developed into good grosser at $9,- 
000. 











Denver Has Prosperity; 
Taylor-Harlow Big 1036 


Denver, April 6. 

With all first-runs doing nicely, 
looks like good times are back. ‘Per- 
sonal Property’ at Orpheum is doing 
strong business, but impossible to 
hold another week because of book- 
ings. 

‘History Made at Night’ is big at 
Denver and goes to Aladdin for sec- 


ond week. ‘Seventh Heaven’ steady 
at Aladdin, goes to Broadway for 


continued run, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
nearly breaking house records at 
Denham, and staying second week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), following a 
week at the Denver. Good $4,000 in 





sight. Last week, ‘Love News’ 
(20th), neat $3,500. 
Broadway (Fox) (55-83-$1.10- 


$1.36)—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (2d wk). 
Last week roadshow pic sailed to 
ine $8,500. 
Souham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par), Cros- 
by musical ringing up swell $9,000. 
Last week ‘Swing High’ (Par) on a 
return week did nice $7,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
‘History at Night’ (UA) and stage 
band. Big $9,500 anticipated. Last 


week ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) broke 
the house record for three days pre- 
vious to Easter and wound up with 
big $9,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Personal Property’ (MG) and 
‘China Passage’ (RKO). Taylor- 
Harlow combo accounting for ter- 
rifice $10,500. Last week. ‘Quality 
Street’ (RKO) and ‘Park Avenue 
Logger’ (RKO), finished with good 
$7,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Live Only Once’ (UA) and ‘Mighty 
Treve’ (U). Okay $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Glamour’ (Col) and ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col), fair $2,500. 


‘Top Town Dual 
Nice 206 in Hub 
NTG Best, 23 G's 


Boston, April 6. 
Top trade is coming in through 
Keith-Boston gate this week with 
N.T.G. show on stage and ‘She's 








Dangerous’ on _ screen, ‘Maytime’ 
holds over at Orpheum and State 
after very good initial frame; and 
‘Good Earth’ stays for fifth week 


roadshow at Colonial. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (U) and N.T.G. 
unit with Heloise Martin featured 
on stage. Looks good $23,000. This is 
Granlund’s third booking here with- 
in a year. Last week, ‘Soldier and 
Lady’ (RKO) and vaude, poor, $16,- 
800. 

Colonial (Loew) (1,643; 55-83- 
$1.10-$1.65 )}—Good Earth’ (MG) (4th 
week}. Night trade holding very 
good pace, although matinees have 
never been good. Last week $9,000. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Outeast’ (Par) and ‘Husband’s 
Secretary’ (WB), dual. Just aver- 
age $5,000. Last week very good 
$7,500 for ‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d 
run) and ‘Penrod and Sam’ (WB), 
double. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
40-55)—‘Top of Town’ (U) and ‘Man 
Found Himself’ (RKO), dual. Good 
$20,000 in sight. Last week, ‘Quality 
Street’ (RKO) and ‘Your Birthday’ 
(RKO), dual, $15,300, fair. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75)—‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and 
stage show topped by Wini Shaw. 
Not exciting, but satisfactory at $24,- 
000. ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and 
stage show last week built to good 
$27,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). 
Looks like good $16,000, after big 
$20,000 in first stanza, 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
55)—‘Outcast’ (Par) and ‘Husband’s 
Secretary’ (WB), dual. Fair $7,000. 
Last week very good $9,400 for 
‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Penrod’ (WB) (1st run), double. 


Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Swing High’ (Par) (3d run) 
and ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (20th) (2nd 


run), dual. Okay $8,000. Last week 
‘Meade’s Woman’ (Par) and ‘On Av- 
enue’ (20th) (both 2nd run), dual, 
good $9,200. 

State (Loew) (3,300; 25-35-40-50)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2nd week). Sec- 
ond frame heading for nice $12,500. 
First week splendid $17,500. 


B’KLYN’S DOLDRUMS 


‘King’ Dual Torrid, $16,500; 
‘Red Barn’ n. g. $6,000 








Only 





Brooklyn, April 6. 
Quiet week with weather far from 
springishh Downtown deluxers 
splurging in local gazettes plugging 
fair-to-middlin’ pics, Fabian’s Para- 
mount is pulling new wrinkle, intro- 
ducing ‘Pro Nights’ on Friday. First 
show got under way last week with 
local furniture house sponsoring via 
WMCA and attendance was excel- 
lent. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Nancy 
Steele’ (20th) and ‘Jeeves’ (20th) 
(2nd week). Fair $11,000. Last week, 
$12,000, okay. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Circus Girl’ 
(Ind) and ‘Women of Glamour’ 
(Col). Satisfactory $13,000 in view. 
Last week, ‘Ready, Willing’ (WB) 


and ‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par), 
$15,000, lively. 


Metropolitan (2,400: 25-35-55)— 
‘Fire Over England’ (UA) and 
‘Espionage (MG). Will snare mild 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Romeo and 


Juliet’ (MG), $15,000, okay. 
Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and ‘Her 
Husband Lies’ (Par), plus ‘Pro Night’ 
on Friday. Will give house healthy 


(Par) and ‘Her Husband's Secretary’ 
(WB) (2d week), $12,000, okay. 
Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—-‘Murder 
in Red Barn’ (Oly) and ‘Weekend 
Millionaire’ (GB). Dualer will hit 
poor $6,000. Last week, ‘Parole 
Racket’ (Col) and ‘Scotland Yard 





Commands’ (GN), $10,000, nice. 


$16,500. Last week, ‘Maid of Salem’ | 


Post-Easter B'way 


Strong Despite 


H.0.’s; Bing-Duchin $51,000, ‘Town 
386, ‘Maytime’ 406, ‘Heaven’ $80,000 





After an Easter Week that went 
beyond the fondest expectations of 
the managerial battalion, business is 
continuing remarkably strong in the 
majority of houses. In spite of a 
slight dip that came Monday (5), 
with return of kids to schovlrooms, 
the dollars are still rolling in noisily 
for the top attractions on the cur- 
rent amusement calendar. 

Most virile of the holdovers are 
‘Seventh Heaven,’ at the Music Hall; 
“Waikiki Wedding’ and Eddy Duchin 
band at the Paramount; ‘Top of the 
Town’ at the Roxy, and ‘Maytime,’ 
on its third week at the Capitol. 
Oucstander is the ‘Waikiki’-Duchin 
combination. Second week's take is 
close to the first at $51,000, this after 
initial seven days’ $58,500, setting a 
record for any holdover week since 
house incepted current policy. First 
14 days also sets an all-time attend- 
ance record for house in its more 
than 10 years’ existence. 

‘Heaven’ is well up in the skies at 
an $80,000 pace on its second week, 
while ‘Maytime,’ in its third week at 
the non-stage Cap, may go as much 
as $40,000 These pictures, together 
with others, got a tremendous mid- 
week play last week, with pictures 
finishing their first weeks better than 
managers had figured after’ the 
Easter weekend. ‘Heaven’ surprised 
by mounting to a terrific $102,300, 
while ‘Maytime’ came close to $47,- 
000 in its second week and ‘Top of 
the Town’ went over estimate to 
$58,000. ‘Top of Town’ is holding 
well enough currently on second 
week to get up to $38,000. It would 
stay a third week but for fact house 
has to play ‘Soldier and the Lady’ 
(‘Michael Strogoff’) Friday (9) and 
ys make room for ‘Wake Up and 
ive. 

Both ‘King and Chorus Girl’ and 
‘History Is Made at Night’ benefited 
from the unexpected surge against 
box offices last Tuesday and Wednes- 
day (30-31). ‘King’ took the Strand 
to better than $31,000, while the Riv 
built to $34,000 with its ‘History Is 
Made at Night.’ One assumption of 
managers is that with kids out of 
school they dragged the mamas and 
papas to more than one show on the 
holiday week. Both ‘History’ and 
‘King’ are off a bit this week, but 
$18,000 for former and $17,000 for 
latter are okay. 

Holdovers are ‘Waikiki’-Duchin for 
a third week; ‘Maytime’ for a 
fourth; ‘History,’ a third, and the 
three roadshow entries, ‘Good Earth,’ 
‘Lost Horizon’ and ‘Silent Barriers.’ 
The twice-daily pictures were all 
aided by the end of Lent. ‘Earth’ 
jumped to $18,500 (9th week), while 
‘Horizon’ (5th week) increased to 
$18,000 and ‘Barriers,’ on first seven 
davs, cashed in on Easter crowds for 
a Total of $16,500. 

Rialto brought in ‘Elephant Boy’ 
Monday (5) and may top $9,000 with 
it after three weeks with ‘Sea 
Devils.’ final seven days of which 
was $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Earth’ (MG) (10th week). Perked 
with end of Lent, over Easter week 
(9th) getting $18,500. Previous week 
(8th) had been $15,300. 

Capitol (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (3d week). A 
mighty puller at the purses, pos- 
sibly as much as $40,000 this week 
(3d). Second week mounted to 
nearly $47,000. Goes a fourth. 


Criterion (1,662; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20)—Silent Barriers’ (GB) (2d 
week). On initial seven days helped 
immensely by Easter to $16,500. GB 
has house for four weeks and options. 

Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (6th week). 
Picked up with arrival of Easter, 
nabbing $18,000 last week (5th). 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Nancy 
Steele Is Missing’ (20th) (2d run), 
and ‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th) (1st 
run), doubled. Expected to get 
around $8,500. Last week, ‘Love Is 
News’ (20th) (2d run), and ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ (WB) (1st run) on same 
bill hit a fancy $11,000. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) and Eddy 
Duchin orchestra in person (2d 
week). Got smash $58,500 first week, 
hits remarkably strong $51,000 sec- 
ond lap, and goes third. Breaks at- 
tendance record of more than 10 
vears for first 14 days of any picture. 
‘Swing High. Swing Low’ (Par), with 
Louis Armstrong band, next on the 
books. 

Radio Civ Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘7th Heaven’ (20th) 
and stage show (2d week). Turned 
on the speed to hit $102,300 first 
week and holding stoutly on second 
(current) for around $80,000. ‘Qual- 
itv Street’ (RKO) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Elephant 
Boy’ (UA). Opened here Monday 
a. m. (5) and may mount 
$9,000. Final (3d) week for 
Devils’ (RKO) was $7.500, o. k. 

Rivoli (2.092: 25-55-75-85-99 )—‘His- 


‘Sea 





tory Is Made at Night’ (UA) (2d 


week), Built to $34,000 last week 
(Ist) and will be around $18,000 cur- 
rently, going a third week. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Top of 
the Town’ (U) and stage show (2d 
week). With kids out of school last 
week got tremendous play, piling 
"em in for $58,000 and on holdover 
(2d week) will be around $38,000, 
still good. House would like to hold 
but can’t, due to commitments on 
pictures that must be played. ‘Soldier 
and the Lady’ (RKO) opens Friday 
(9). 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘King and 
Chorus Girl’ (WB) (2d week). On 
holdover looks around $17,000, okay, 
after first week’s take of $31,000, 
nice. ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) debuts 
Saturday (10). 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—When 
You're in Love’ (Col) (2d run) and 
Ted Lewis Orchestra. Grace Moore 
musical accounting for majority of 
good $32,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘You Only Live Once’ (UA) (2d 
run) and Helen Morgan on stage, 
$25,500. 


WAIKIKI GOOD 
186: PHILLY 
H.0’s OK 


Philadelphia, April 6. 
Not many new films in the down- 
town sector this week, with ‘History 











good | 


Made Night,’ ‘Seventh Heaven,’ 
‘Maytime’ and the two roadshow pic- 
tures, ‘Good Eartii’ and ‘Lost Hori- 
zon,’ all holding over. 

Of the newcomers, ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ at the Stanley looks hottest. 
Opened Saturday (3) and did terrific 
trade that day and even more Sun- 
day. Cab Calloway on the stage at 
the Earle should help that house go 
above average, although ‘Girl Over- 
board’ on screen is just ordinary 
programmer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,300; 40-55-65)—‘History 
Made Night’ (UA) (2d wk). Good 
going and may hit $10,000; if so, will 
hold. Last week $12,500, big. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ (MG). Third downtown 
showing opening today (Tuesday). 
Last week ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d 
run) $3,200, good. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55)—‘Maytime’ 
(MG) (3d wk). Still a wallop and 
looks for close to $19,000. Last week’s 
$23,500, hot. 

Chestnut (1,350; 55-86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—Lost Horizon’ (Col) (5th week). 
Falling steadily off. Last week, $11,- 
000. Ends Saturday (10). 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55 )—‘Girl Over- 
board’ (U) and vaude, Cab Calloway 
and Cotton Club Revue. Latter 
should draw them; $18,000 or better 
expected. Last week ‘Husband's 
Secretary’ (WB) and ‘Mitchell and 
Durant, $15,000, fair. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Seventh 
Heaven’ (20th) and stage show (2d 
wk). Combo held over and headed 
for good $16,500. Last week's $20,000 
was hot. 

Kariton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Sinner 
Take All’ (MG). First run won't get 
over $2,200, poor. Last week ‘Once 
a Doctor’ (WB), another floppo first- 
run with about same figure. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ (WB) (2d rug). 
Looks for rather good $3,000. Last 
week ‘Swing High’ (Par) (2d run), 
excellent $3,300. 

Locust (1,300: 55-86-$1.14-$1.71)— 
‘Good Earth’ (MG) (7th week). One 
more week to go. Last week dipped 
below $12,000. 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par). Opened Saturday 
(3). Big $18,000 will give it second 
week. Last week ‘King and Chorus 
Girl’ (WB), not quite up to hopes, 
but okay $15,000. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Men in 
Exile’ (WB). Fairly good $6,000. 
Last week ‘Sea Devils’ (RKO), ex- 
cellent $7,500. 


COMPETITION GETS BRUSHOFF 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Flatfoot of Pacific Patrol, a private 
dick agency, learning from dailies 
that a star was returning home with 
a new baby, called about 10 at night 
to sell his services against cranks, 
| kidnapers, etc. 
| Chow dog, prouder of the baby 
| than its parents, ran the copper off 
the place. 
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Pash Boys The Thing in Pitt; Taylor 
Strong $16,300; Power, $8,000, to H. 0. 








Pittsburgh, April 6. 

In a couple of spots, takings aren’t 
likely to match average trade, but in 
just as many others there’s been a 
decided upswing. 

Biggest grossers are ‘Personal 
Property’ at Penn and ‘Love Is News’ 
at Fulton, cinema’s current femme 
pashes being present in each in Rob- 
ert Taylor and Tyrone Power. There’s 
still a chance that the former will 
be moved to the Warner when ‘May- 
time’ comes in Friday (9), while 
‘News’ is a cinch for a second week 
and perhans a third. 

‘Good Earth’ opened road-show 
engagement at Nixon Sunday night 
(4) and looks like a smash. Topped 
getaway of ‘Great Ziegfeld’ by sev- 
eral hundred bucks and chances are 
that MGM’s option for that third 
week will be picked up. H. o. of 
‘Seventh Heaven’ at Alvin is prov- 
ing pretty disappointing and very 
little’s happening at the Stanley, 
where ‘Her Husband Lies’ and all- 
colored unit were expected to excite 
a lot of action. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Second 
week for this one likely to be pretty 
ordinary. Maybe $5,200 and almost 
a third of that coming on house’s 
weekly bank nite. Stymies hopes of 
third week to bridge gap until “Top 
o’ the Town’ (U) April 15 date, so 
itll be another dual, ‘Women of 
Glamour’ (Col) and ‘23% Hours 
Leave’ (GN) Thursday (8). Last 
week, ‘Heaven,’ around $8,500, good. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Love Is News’ (20th). Looks like 
house has knocked off another win- 
ner in Tyrone Power pic that should 
develop for a run. Should have no 
trouble bettering $8.000, smart dough, 
Last’ week. second of ‘Wings of 
Morning’ (20th), excellent $5,300. 


Nixon (Erlanger) (2.100; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50)—‘Good Earth’ (MG). Onened 
big Sunday night (4), getting better 
than $1,500 on first showing and 
brisk advance sale presages a sock. 
Flicker in for two weeks with an 
option on a third and looks like 
that’ll be picked up nronto. Last 
week, second of ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col). 
built steadily near close, finishing 
up to absolute capacity. Around 
$10,000 on h. o. stanza, giving it 
around $18,500 on the fortnight, good. 

Penn (Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Personal Property’ (MG). 
That Harlow-Taylor combo for the 
marquee is nifty insurance for any 
attraction and the vroof’s in the take. 
Moving smartlv alone to $16,500 and 
Warner may take it for a second 
week downtown. Last week, ‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ (WB), rather dis- 
appointing at $11,500. 


= 


third week. Last week, same films, 
$7,600, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 27-37-42)—‘Love News’ (20th) 
and ‘Man of People’ (MGM), dual 
(3rd week). Slipping to low $1,800, 
poor. Last week, same films, $3,700, 
good, 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,700; 27-37-42) —‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) and ‘We Have Moments’ (VU), 
dual. Anticipate only $4,500, slow. 
Last week, ‘Personal Property’ (MG) 
and ‘Breezing Home’ (U), dual, 
dandy $7,100. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,450; 17-27- 
42)—‘They Wanted to Marry’ (RKO) 
and ‘Shufflin’ Along’ unit. Combo 
getting big $5,500. Last week, ‘Wise 
Maids’ (GN) and vaude (16-27-37), 
garnered $4,600, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,106; 27-37-42) —‘Waikiki Wedding’ 
(Par) and ‘Doctor’s Diary’ (Par), 
dual. Heading for terrific $12,500. 
Last week, ‘San Carlo Opera,’ five 
nights, one matinee, prices 87-1.15- 
1.73, $16,000, big, about equaling full 
week last year. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Champagne Waltz’ (Par) and ‘Win- 
terset? (RKO), dual. Indicate $2,700, 
okay. Last week, ‘Smart Girls’ (U) 
and ‘Secretary’ (Col), dual, $3,200, 
great. 


MPLS. TEPID; 
HEAVEN ONLY 
$6,000, 6 DAYS 


Minneapolis, April 6. 

After one good week, business 
again started nosediving, giving rise 
to apprehension over the spring and 
summer outlook. Near-blizzards on 
Saturday and Sunday, with heavy 
snowfall and icy thoroughfares, ac- 
counted in part for the slim pickings. 
Orpheum has a strong stage attrac- 
tion in Leon Errol and his ‘Holly- 
wood Follies,’ but it is off to a very 
slow start. There’s a scarcity of cus- 
tomers, too, for ‘Seventh Heaven’ 
at the Minnesota. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 
‘Sing Me a Love Song’ (FN) (2d 
run) and ‘One in Million’ (20th) (3d 
run), split with ‘Fugitive in Sky’ 











Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
*Her Husband Lies’ (Par) and Don 
Redman’s unit on stage. A-1 enter- 
tainment on both ends, but appar- 
ently not exactly what they_want; 
$15.000, n. s. h. Last week. ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG) and Roger Pryor-Jackie 
Heller, fine $19.000. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-40)—‘Out- 
cast’ (Par) and ‘Mama Steps Out’ 
(MG). Fair $4,800. Last week, 
‘Criminal Lawyer’ (RKO) and ‘Hus- 
band’s Secretary’ (WB), slightly bet- 
ter at $5,200. 


CROSBY-BURNS-RAYE 
BIG $12,500, SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 6. 

Holdovers hold center of stage this 
week, with ‘Maytime’ the big num- 
ber. Goes into second week at Fifth 
Avenue instezd of moving to smaller- 
seater, which is unusual, and it may 
warrant even longer stay at this ace 
spot. 








Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27-37- 
42)—‘Personal Property’ (MG) (2d 
run) and ‘Outcast’ (Par), dual. Ex- 
pected good $3,000. Last week, ‘Swing 
High’ (Par) and ‘Mighty Treve’ (U), 
dual, $3,000, good. 

Coliseum ‘(Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32)—‘Allah’ (UA) and 
‘Sinner Take All’ (MG), dual. Indi- 
cate fair $2,900. Last week, ‘Thin 
Man’ (MG) and ‘Woman Wise’ (20th), 
dual, holding three extra days, big 
at $5.300; 10 days big at $7,100. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850; 25-37)— 
‘Pace That Kills’ (Ind). In only for 
four days, doing great $3,200. Last 
half has ‘Cracks Down’ (Rep) and 
‘Three Musketeers’ (Rep). Dual will 
get only fair $1.000, for nice week's 
total of $4,200. Last week (11-16-21), 
‘Trail Dust’ (Par) and ‘High—Hat’ 
(Ind), dual, split with ‘Living Dan- 
gerously’ (20th) and ‘Old Corral’ 
(Rep). dual, $2,700, good. 

Fifth Avenue ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,400; 27-37-42)—‘Maytime (MGM) 
(2nd week). Paced to hit great 
$9,000. Last week, same film, terrific 
$13,600. 

Liberty (J-VH) (1.900; 27-37-42)— 
‘History at Night’ (UA) and ‘Let’s 


(WB) and ‘They Wanted to Marry’ 
(RKO), first runs. Good $1,200 in 
prospect. Last week, ‘Charge of Light 
Brigade’ (WB) (2d run), split with 
‘She’s Dangerous’ (U) and ‘Off to 
Races’ (20th), dual first runs, $1,400, 
good 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55) ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) 
(2d week). Moved here from the 
Minnesota. Only mild pace indicated 
and will be lucky to top $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
(Par) (2d week). Good at $5,500. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). 
Getting a pretty good matinee play 
but lightweight for the night crowds. 
and out after six days, $6,000. ‘May- 
time’ (MG) follows. Last week, 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par). Good at 
$10,500. 


25-40-55) —‘Her Husband’s Secretary’ 
(FN) and Leon Errol’s ‘Hollywood 
Follies’ on stage. Unit doing the busi- 
ness. Adverse weather conditions a 
big handicap and it looks like red 
ink. again; $14,000, good, in prospect. 
Last week, ‘Love Is News’ (20th) and 
Benny Meroff band on stage, $15,000, 
big. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
40)—‘One Way Passage’ (WB) (Re- 
vival) and ‘Man of People’ (MG), 
first run, dual. Should cop pretty 
good $3,000. Last week, ‘When’s Your 
Birthday?’ (RKO) and ‘Cover of 
Night’ (MG), dual. Fine $4,000. 
Time (Berger) (290; 15-25) ‘Iron 
Man’ (U) (Reissue), Jean Harlow 
name may lift takings to satisfactory 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Woman Alone’ 
(GB). Fair at $900, 

Uptown (Publix) (1,300; 15-25) — 
‘Green Light’ (FN). First nabe show- 
ing. Looks like fair $3,000. Last week, 
‘On the Avenue’ (20th). Good at 
$4,000. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Gay Desperado’ (UA) (2d week). 
Heading towards light $1,000. Last 
week, $2,000, fair. 





‘Wings’ Sets Run Record 
In Montreal with Oke 
$4,000 for Tenth Week 


Montreal, April 6. 
His Majesty’s, Palace and Princess 
repeat currently, leaving the Capitol 
with ‘Silent Barriers’ as topnotcher 
straight pix gross for the week. 
Loew’s also has good prospects for a 
big week, 


Estimates for This Week 





His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50)— 
‘Wings of Morning’ (20th) (10th 
week). All-time record for any 


first-run house in Montreal. Grossed 
$4,500 last week and expects $4,000 
currently. 

Palace (CT) (2,700: 50)—‘Maytime’ 
(MG) (2nd week). Big biz last week 
at $12,000, with hopes for 8,000 
currently. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Silent 
Barriers’ (6-B) and ‘Woman Wise’ 
(20th). Looks like a good $9,000. 


Last week ‘Swing High, Swing Low’ 
(Par) and ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par). 
Fair at $6,000. 


Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 50)— 
‘Dancing Lady’ (MG) and ‘Don’t 
Turn ’Em Loose’ (RKO), plus Red 
Skelton Revue. Good, $12,000. Last 
week ‘Espionage’ (MG) ‘Two Wise 
Maids’ (WB) and unit. Same figure. 

Princess (CT) (2,300;.50)—‘History 
Is Made At Night’ (UA) and ‘Don’t 
Tell the Wife’ (RKO) (2nd week). 
Looks for $6,000, against a good 
$8,000 first week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Grand Amour de Beetho- 
ven (3rd week). Holding up fairly 
and may get $2,000, after $2,400 last 
week, 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Vagabond Bienaime’ and ‘Jeune 
Fille Moderne’ should gross $5,500. 
Last week ‘Chanson d’une Nuit’ and 
‘Le Coupable’ $6,000. 


‘Swing High’ 4G, ‘Brigade’ 
$2,700, Good in Lincoln 


Lincoln, April 6. 

‘Swing High’ is the second Para- 
mount attraction in as many weeks 
to go in the Stuart with a bangup 
gross in sight. It’s the current whiz, 
although the long awaited ‘Light 
Brigade’ is getting dough at the 
Lincoln, 

Estimates for This Week 


Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 








Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890; 


‘Sandflow’ (U) plus ‘Straight From 
Shoulder’ (Par), split with ‘Clarence’ 





Sales Keep Cleve. Fems from Pix; 
Heaven’ OK 196 with Plenty Hypoes 





Cleveland, April 6. 

Department store record sales- 
days are distracting attention of 
femmes from film spots and biz is 
down. 

‘Good Earth’ opening road-show 
date at legit Hanna got strong ad- 
vance sale due to swell campaign 
by Charles Deardorff. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Martin Printz) (1,200: 
20-30-35) — ‘Find Witness’ (Col) and 
‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col), dual. N.G. 
first-runners getting $2,600, fair. Last 


week, ‘You’re in Love’ (Col) (2d 
run), $3,200. excellent. 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 25-40) — 


‘Pacole Racket’ (Col). Thrillers have 
strong following here, $6,000 above 
ordinary. Last week ‘Your Birthday’ 
(RKO), $4.500, disappointing. 

Circle ‘(Marmorstein) (1,900; 15- 
35) — ‘Only Live Once’ (2d run). 
Despite tragic theme should land 
$3.800, okay. Last week, ‘As You 
Like It’ (20th) and ‘Can This Be 
Dixie’ (20th), showed Shakespeare 
doesn't go in this nabe, $2,300, fair. 





Get Marricd’ (Col), dual (2nd week). 
Still strong at $4,606 and may stick 


Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 30-40) — 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th). Neat sales- 


manship plus coupla contests boost- 
ing to $18,500, good. ‘King and 
Chorus Girl (WB) last week couldn't 
live up to French star’s ballyhoo, 
$15,000 being around average. 
Hanna (Carl Hanna) (1,435; 55- 
$1.65) — ‘Good Earth’ (Metro). Sell- 
out Sunday opening after encourag- 
ing advance sale, and little paper. 
Unparalleled laudatory notices. 
Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-70) — 
‘Nancy Steele’ (RK) with Stepin 
Fetchit and Frances Arms heading 
vaude. Riding the crest for $22,500, 
bill getting as many favorable breaks 
as pix. Last week ‘Ready, Willing’ 
(WB) with Ina Ray Hutton’s femme 
band slipped on an Easter week 
banana peel, but $19,500 still nice. 
State ‘Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-55) — 
‘History Made at Night’ (UA). Mixed 
reviews may hold it to $17,000, fair. 
Last week, ‘Maytime’ (MG), $24,500, 
elegant. 
Stillman (Loew's (1,872: 25-35) — 


from State: whirlwind $11,500, close 
to house’s record for current season. 
Last week, ‘Meade’'s Woman’ (Par) 
struggled to $5,500, so-so. 





/‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). Moved | 
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(Par) plus ‘Two in Revolt’ (RKO). 
Oke pace at Last week, 
‘Brand of Outlaws’ (Sup) plus ‘Plot 
Thickens’ (RKO), split with ‘Murder 
Goes to College’ (Par) plus ‘Poppy’ 
(Par), nice $900. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1.600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Light Brigade’ (WB). Film has 
been long time getting here, but is 
going strong, $2,700 likely. Last 
week, ‘History at Night’ (UA), very 
forte $3,000. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350: 
25)—‘Outcast’ (WB), with ‘Stop, 
Look and Listen’ unit, split with 
“‘We’re on Jury’ (RKO), plus ‘Wanted 
to Marry’-(RKO). Is showing usual 
vaudfilm strength and $2,500 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th) and ‘Penthouse Follies’ unit, 
split with ‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) plus 
‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO), very nice 
$2,700. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 
‘Swing High’ (Par). Pic is going 
okay and will see $3,900, or better. 
Last week, ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) 
got ultra $4,100. 

Varsity (Westland) (1.100: 
20-25)—‘Racketeers in Exile’ (Col) 
plus ‘Let’s Get Married’ (Col). Not 
so hefty, and not more than $1,000 
likely. Last week, ‘Parole Racket’ 
(Col) plus ‘You're in the Army Now’ 
(GB), $900, dull. 


Shep Fields Plus 
Playground Tops 
Balto, Big $16,000 


Baltimore, April 6. 

Nice going down here this week, 
with biz in general holding up pace 
set by strong holiday layout. Hipp, 
town’s only combo house, cashing in 
on flesh, with Shep Fields’ band 
lining them up out front in grand 
style, not getting much help from 
‘Devil's Playground’ (RKO) on 
Screen. House should get swell 
$16,000 and would be better, but for 
Fields taking Sunday off for New 
York broadcast, and house forced to 


substitute Happy Felton combo in- 
stead. 

‘Good Earth’ (MG) which opened 
roadshow engagement last week at 
Maryland, did a consistent night biz, 
though matinees somewhat off. Took 
fair $10,900 and is continuing second 
week. ‘Maytime’ (MG) at Loew’s 
Century for second week, is keeping 
them coming. 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Loew's) (3,000; 15-25-35- 
40-55)—'Maytime’ (MG). (2d wk.). 
Holding up in good style, good 
$12,900. Last week pic led town with 
resounding $18,900. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300; 
15-25-35-40-55-66 ) o PR Devil's Play- 
ground’ (RKO) and stage show. Get- 
ting best biz thanks to Shep Fields’ 
band. Swell $16,000. Last week 
‘Quality Street’ (RKO) and vaude, 
fair $12,300. 

Maryland (Penn-Mutual Ins. Co.) 
(1,570; 55-83-1.10-1.50)—‘Good Earth’ 
(MG). Roadshow took fair $10,900 
in first week and is holding over for 
second stanza, with biz about the 
same. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55) —‘ Miracles’ (GB). 
Nice reception from crix and good 
campaign selling comedy angles of 
— ee rhe trade at $5,600. 

st week, ‘In the Army’ (GB), 
$4,900, poor. . , 

New (Mechanic) (1,400: 15-25-35- 
40-55)—‘Nancy Steele’ (20th) open- 
ing today (Wed.) Three added days 
of ‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) just fair 
$2,700, after a disappointing but 
profitable week at $6,150. 

Stanley (WB) (3.400; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Swing High’ (Par). Headed for 
very nice $11,500. Last week ‘Kin 
and Chorus Girl’ 
$6,700, poor. 


10-15-20- 


10-15- 








(WB), fell off to 





$16,760 Comm’! Short Suit 


A second suit was filed in the N. 
Y. Federal Court Saturday (3) by 
Films of Commerce, Inc., to recover 
$16,760 from the Great Atlantic & 
Pacific Tea Co., which it claims owes 
that amount on a cancelled contract. 


Plaintiff Corp. alleges that it en- 
tered into an agrecment with A & P 
in November, 1930. under which it 
was to make a sound film to be 
called ‘Food Distribution.’ Defendant 
paid only part of the $25,000 for the 
picture and plaintiff wants the re- 
mainder of that amount. First ac- 








tion was tossed cut on a technicality. 


—— 


Tourist Trade Still OK for Wash. Pix; 
‘Swing High, Heaven, $2,000, Good 





Washington, April 6. 

Tourists still around and helping 
this week to what may. be best total 
grosser flicker temples have chalked 
up this year. .Earle again is out in 
front with ‘Swing High,’ but its mar. 
gin is narrow over ‘Seventh Heaven.’ 

Keith’s, which pulled out of three. 
months slump last week with 
‘Quality Street,’ thanks to Hepburn’s 
presence at same time in legit, is 
sailing skyward with ‘History Made 
at Night.’ Rialto went overboard 
with premiere of ‘Robber Symphony’ 
and Director-Producer’ Frederick 
Feher and 70-piece orchestra im- 
ported from N. Y., but setup proved 
too expensive and was dropped after 
two of three-day stand. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) and vaude. 
Salici Puppets back to head good 
stage show, but draw is up to the 
pic. Against plenty opposition should 
get oke $21,500. Last week, ‘Family 
Affair’ (MG) and indoor circus, got 
light $18,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th). Another 
flyer at first-runs, but poor $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Cheyney’ (MG) (2d 
run) took good $5,000 in third down- 
town week. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘Swing High’ (Par) and vaude. Re- 
turn of Bert Granoff, ex-house pit 
warbler, helping good all-around bill 
to swell $22,000. Last week, ‘King 
and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and Jan 
Garber, rolied up big $22,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60)— 
‘History Made at Night’ (UA). Plenty 
bally largely responsible for big $13.- 
500. Last week, ‘Quality Street’ 
(RKO) pulled house out of three- 
months doldrums with nice $11,500. 


Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40) — ‘I 
Promise to Pay’ (Col). Maybe good 
$6,000. Last week ‘No Man of Her 
Own’ (Par) (revival) took fair $5,- 
000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Maytime’ (MG) (2d week). Holding 
toward big $13,000. Last week over- 
shot estimates to sock $24,000. 

Rialte (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Robber Symphony’ (Ind) and 70- 
piece ork. Combo, with producer 
Frederick Feher leading band, is 
sock as art. but opened on Saturday 
(3) and with reviews not out until 
Monday, proved too expensive for 
house to support. With pic playing 
last five days out alone, week should 
get about $3,000, good for house but 
not paying hefty outlay for band. 
Last week, ‘Ambassador Bill’ (20th) 
and ‘Stand Up and Cheer’ (20th) (re- 
vivals), took good $2,500. 


HARLOW - TYLR 
$15,000, HOT 
IN K-C. 


Kansas City, April 6. 

‘Personal Property,’ heading dual 
at Midland, is shifting that house to 
major-domo position currently. 
‘Good Earth,’ roadshowing at the 
Orpheum, got a nice opening. Claud 
Morris, MG exploiteer, with John 
McManus doubling in brass, did a 
bang-up job on the bally. 

Other houses are above average. 


Estimates for This Week 
Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 








‘King and Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Husband's Secretary’ (WB), dual. 
Indicate fair $8,500. Last week, 


‘Waikiki Wedding’ <Par) and ‘Mid- 
night Court’ (WB), got smash $15,- 
000 and moved en masse to Newman 
for current week, 


Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Personal Property’. (MG) and ‘Find 
Witness’ (Col). Plenty of marquee 
lure in former pic; $15,000, fine. Last 
week, ‘History at Night’ (UA) and 
‘Elephant Boy’ (UA), $8,500, under 


g | average. 


Newman (Par) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Waikiki’ (Par) and ‘Midnight Court 


(WB) (2d run). Okay, $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Your Birthday’ (RKO) and 
‘Drummond Escapes’ (Par), fair 
$5,200. 

Orpheum (2,200; 55-83-$1.10-1.50) 
—‘Good Earth’ (MG). Opened Sun- 
day (4). Roadshowing tvwo-a-day. 


Indications are good. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—’T:me 
Out for Romance’ (20th) and vaude. 
Competish too much for this house 
currently; $7,500 a little over aver- 
age. Last week, ‘Seventh Heaven 
(20th) and vaude, got good $11,500. 


Pic moved to Uptown for current 
stanza. 

Uptown (Fox) (2.020: 25-#0)— 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th) (2d run). 
Not holding up so well. $3.500 fair. 


Last week, ‘Head Over Heels’ (GB), 
$3,800, okay. 
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© Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Exhibitors were reassured by Technicolor, Inc., in its annual statement 





to. stockholders last week that the suit by Tricolor, Inc., involves onty 


camera construction and hence they would not be liable for infringement 
‘ or indirectly. It was pointed out that even the claims of the 

tent in suit centered only about the construction of a camera, and that 
the Technicolor patent attorneys held this patent contained no valid claim 
hich is infringed by any camera ever made or used by Teck. Stockhold- 
ers also were advised that the suit on alleged infringement by Leon F. 
Douglass had been withdrawn. The action by Cinecolor, Inc., has been 
postponed at least until fall, at the request of that company. 





Couple of leads in a picture at one of the Coast studios had a terrific 
purn at each other. They hardly spoke on the set and made life miser- 
able for the director, who was trying to make a good showing. He made 

ace with everyone and finally got the picture in the can. 
script called for a love clinch between the two unfriendlies at the end. 


After the director apparently had washed up the film he added one more | 


scene, showing the comic of the film. Last scene proved to be the biggest 
kick of the picture, according to preview audiences. Thus, the director 
figures, it makes him even for everything. 


RKO delayed its publicity matter on “Shall We Dance,’ new Astaire pic- | 
ture, as the final release title, pending the clearance of rights, due to a | 


short story being in the field with a similar tag. While the music pub- 
lishers, recording companies, etc.. waxed ‘Dance’ under that title, the 
investment to RKO runs into too much money until legal technicalities 
are cleared. 

Film’s working titles were variously ‘Stepping Toes’ and ‘Stepping High,’ 
although there’s a theme song called ‘Shall We Dance?’ 





Alfred Newman, United Artists music director, Richard Day, art di- 
rector, Dudley Nichols, scripter, and John Ford, director, wound up the 
script and musical score of Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Hurricane’ simultane- 
ously. During the daily chores, Day sketched all major scenes for mood, 
indicated action and camera setups for 'a graphic version, a total of more 
than 300 black-and-white drawings-the most elaborate script supplement 
of this kind ever undertaken,.. Skefches were photographed with scene 
descriptions and will be used as the shooting scenario. 

Director and a male and female player at a major studio, suddenly 
elevated to top rank from the lower bracket picture class, are causing 
plenty of snickers among co-workers by their aloof antics. Trio, all in 
need of publicity buildup, have closed their set to the press, but at same 
time are not averse to entertaining dozens of friends while at work. Pay- 
off came when head of a large chain of theatres, who happens to be re- 
lated to the studio head, visited the set and was ignored by the puffed-up 
trio, Front office reverberations are expected to follow their actions, 


Vince Hart, play reviewer for the Hays office in N. Y¥., knows how a 
mole must feel. Hart, who is to be married to a Philadelphia gal within 
a month, is spending his final weeks of bachelorhood in a hotel apartment 
at a swank address. The only trouble is that his only windows face a 
blank wall in a court. 

Each morning, before scramming to the office, Hart calls the hotel desk 
on the house phone to inquire what kind of a day it is. So that he can 
tell how to dress. Thus, far, they haven't given him a wrong steer. 





High tribute was paid to J. J. McCarthy by Will Hays in his annual 
report while pointing out the accomplishments of the advertising code 
division of the,;Motion. Picture .Producérs and Distributors Association. 
‘The death in February of this year of' J. J. McCarthy, chairman of the 
Advertising Advisory Council, removed one whose character, ability and 


reputation helped in organizing this work and making it successful,’ Hays 
wrote, 





- When. Herschel Stuart .retired as general manager of the Consolidated 
Amusement Enterprises, Inc., Laurence Bolognino, head of this neigh- 
borhood chain of 23 New York theatres, wrote to each of the house man- 
agers of the Consolidated circuit, expressing his regret at seeing Stuart 
leave. He acknowledged the best wishes of each of the house managers 
of the circuit to Stuart in the latter’s mew endeavors as treasurer of 
Monogram ‘Picts. ' 


: ° ; j ' , 

Metro’s striking art work for ‘Captains, Courageous,’ due for release 
soon, .carries full, eolvr--paintings jy Simeon Shimin, who’s doing the 
murals for the Department of Justice Building. in Washington. He also 
supplied art work for ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ ballyhoo. Si. Seadler, Metro 
exploitation head, worked out the ‘Captains’ ads with Hal Burrows, art 
department head. 


New high in lengthy picture house overtures was attained last week on 
Broadway at the Cine Roma. Pit orchestra, conducted by V. Alberti, 
made it a regular band concert by playing more than 23 minutes before 
going into stage presentation music. Actual time between conclusion of 
feature picture and start of stage show was 32 minutes. 

Principals and teachers of every elementary and high school in Greater 
New York were cuffed for ‘Silent Barriers’ on its two-a-day $2 top run 
at the Criterion, N. Y., this increasing the pass list by 800 Annie Oakleys. 
Gaumont British wrote the educators a letter which they were informed 
were to serve as admittance. Most of ‘em took advantage of the free trip. 


‘Joan Blondell’s name has disappeared from all Hearst newspaper copy 

ause of a tongue slip in the Warner studio. Someone on the lot men- 

tioned that Joan Blondell would be more suitable for the lead in ‘Boy 

‘Meets’ Girl’ than Marion Davies. Since then Miss Blondell’s name has 
n given the absent treatment. 





Paul Muni’s agent is offering the actor to several of the major studios 
on the Coast inasmuch as Muni is not interested in having his Warner's 
contract renewed. Pact expires upon completion of ‘Life of Emil Zola.’ 
Deal on other lots hinges on a story that is suited to Muni’s talents. 





Producer at a major studio worked on a script of a foreign yarn for 

14 months when his bosses learned that the rights to the yarn could not 
be cleared, Story now goes on the shelf. Producer continues to walk 
around the lot without another assignment. 
While Monte Proser was chaperoning the 12 prize beauts on the train 
to Hollywood, for Walter Wanger’s ‘Vogues’ filmusical, he got enough out 
of the idea to interest Wanger in making a film titled ‘12 Girls on a Train, 
a$ an unexpected sequel. 

If the 20th Century-Fox offer to acquire the Roxy, N. Y., goes through, 

will carry with it a contract for Howard S. Cullman, receiver of the 
theatre who has been in its complete charge with Irving Lesser under 
him, This same combination would be retained under the plan reported. 
hme Chanticleer, Pathe symbol that has graced the water tank on the 
on J-Pathe lot in Culver City for past eight years, has given way to the 

( ; 

P history, 
{ OF experts, under the direction of David O. Selznick, are poing over 

‘ of ‘Gone with the Wind’ to determine whether it 1s adaptable 
°4" Color. Selznick would like to make the picture in color but does 
to make any concessions in the way of story value. 


However, the | 


ring, Selznick International Studios, marking another page in the) 





Crossed Up 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Producer and writer, friends 
for 18 years, made a dinner date 
to discuss author’s latest novel 
with view to its picture and 
publishing angles. Dinner was 
set for producer’s beach house. 
| Author noticed that, as a re- 
cent routine, the producer 
curled up after dinner and 
went to sleep at his wife’s feet, 





with wife remarking, ‘Eddie’s 
so tired these days.’ 
Fed up with that polite 


brushoff, author crossed up pro- 
ducer by going to sleep himself 


right at the table. 
Realization that he _ didn’t 
have to listen to an author 


kept the producer awake for 
the rest of the evening. 


RIVAL HOUSE 
MER. PLUGS 
OPPOSISH 











Reading, Pa., April 6. 
It isn’t often that one exhibitor 
tells the public that a rival man- 
| ager’s bill is the better, but when a 








| theatre manager buys a half page of 
newspaper space to tell the public 
how good the other man’s picture is, 
and pays the advertising bill himself, 
it’s one for Ripley. Cornelius G. 
Keeney, manager of the Park, main 
stem house, did that very thing. 


Keeney bought the half page to 
boost ‘Maytime,’ at Loew's Colonial, 
three blocks away and not in any way 
connected with the Park and its 
owners, the East Reading Theatre 
Co. He said a lot of pleasant things 
about ‘Maytime,’ calling it the ‘finest 
picture MGM ever made’; adding, 
‘this is an unusual idea, recommend- 
ing an opposition picture, but then 
this is an unusual production, Don’t 
miss it!’ 

In a’panel in the same ad Keeney 
told the public, ‘after seeing ‘May- 
time,’ your next best bet is Joe E. 
Brown in ‘When's: Your Birthday?’ ’ 





Hammerstein at Col. 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Oscar Hammerstein 3d has signed 
a .writer-producer contract at Co- 
lumbia. 
He will do the double duty on a 
modern musical as his initialer. 





RCA’s $2,200,000 QUARTER 

Net profit, after all deductions, 
will be $2,200,000 for the first 
quarter this year, David Sarnoff, 
president of Radio Corp. of America, 
told stockholders at the . annual 
meeting yesterday (Tuesday). This 
compares with only $1,287,000 in the 
initial quarter last year. Figures 
for the 1937 quarter are not final, 
but a vast business pick-up is indi- 
cated by the fact that even after 
paying $808,000 on the preferred 
the single quarter earnings amount- 
ed to 10c. per common share. 

Sarnoff also revealed that the Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System has 
placed an order for manufacture of 
modern RCA television transmitter 
for installation on Chrysler build- 
ing, N..Y. He devoted considerable 
space in his statement to stockhold- 
ers to the work being done in tele- 
vision field. 


Connolly to Coast 
Mike Connolly, N. Y. picture and 
| car tomorrow (Thursday). 


Expects to stay about a month set- 
ting a number of actor deals, 





20TH BORROWS HARLOW 
Hollywood, April 6. 
Twentieth Century-Fox has bor- 
|rowed Jean Harlow from Metro for 
‘Chicago Fire.’ 
Don Ameche is the other topper, 
with Henry King directing. 








radio agent, leaves for the Coast by | 
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THEY USED TO VOTE DRY AND ACT WET; 
NOW VOTE SINGLES BUT BUY DUAL PIX 





It’s Like Opera Vs. Jazz—Chi Now Polling the Fans 
—Mamas Squawk the Kids Get Lost for Hours in 
Theatres But Duals Still Do the Biz 





Al Christie Making 
Obstetrical Film; 
Censors OK Sex Pic 


Obstetrical film for non-theatrical 
showing before medical conventions 
and instruction of student doctors is 
being made by Al Christie at As- 
toria, Long Island. Understood a 
medical association is bankrolling it 
and that several name obstetricians 
are acting as technical advisors. Pic 
will contain previously filmed cut-in 
shots of an actual child delivery, it 
is said, 

Although instructional films have 
been common for a number of years, 
and many films on medical subjects 
have been made, it is ‘believed this is 
first case of pic obstetrical education. 


Production is proceeding amid con- | 


siderable secrecy and no announce- 
ment is to be made until film is 
shown before a physicians’ conven- 
tion some time in May. Broadway 
actors are being used for most of the 
scenes, 

‘Damaged Lives,’ film treating with 
social disease and nixed for some 
time, has been passed by the N. Y. 
State censor board this week. This 
is the first time that a sex film has 
been okayed by that body, Under- 
stood that Judge Jonah J. Goldstein 
was instrumental in 
through the scissoring body because 
of his interest in spreading knowl- 
edge concerning social _ diseases. 
American Society for Social Hygiene 
is also behind reels. 


Film is owned by Max Cohn, 


brother of Harry and Jack Cohn of 


Columbia Pictures, Deal is being ne- 
gotiated ‘for film to go into the Cen- 
tral theatre, N. Y. 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany, 
Skulrum Amusements, Ine., Manhat- 
tan; theatrical business;: capital stock, 


10 shares, no par value, Incorporators: 
Lillian Morse, Ruth Slutsky and Nellie 
Kopper, all of $15 Fifth avenue, New 
York City: ; 

Jarvie Theatres Co., Ine, Bingham- 
ton;. deal in motion picture film, pro- 
duce motion pictures and operate .the- 
atres of all kinds; capital stock,’ zoo 
shares, no par value, Incorporators: 
Samuel Sunness and Henrietta Sunness, 
both of 11 Martha street, Binghamton: 
George B Dovie, 625 Roycroft boule- 
vard, Cheektowaga, WN, Y, 

F & F Syracuse Theatre, Ine., Syra- 
cuse; operate theatres, opera 
ete.; capital stock, 200 shares, no pur 
value, Incorporators: Meyer Koplovitz 
1112 Onondaga sireet, Syracuse: Anthony 
K Caffrey, 242 Buckingham avenue, 
Syracuse; Maude V, Wortman’ 121 Dela 
ware street, Syracuse, 

Dutch Amusements, Ine., Kipes: oper- 


houses, 


ate theatres, amusement parks, taverns, 
ete.; capital stock, 100 shares, no par 
value Incorporator Thoma An 
nunziato, 40 Lake place, Rrooklyn: Lena 
Klarnet, 1784 Coney Island avenye 
trooklyn; Alexander Crossfield, 61 


Chambers street, New York City. 
Vanset Theatres, Inc., Kings; -operate 
theatres and amusement places; 
stock, 190 shares, no par value. Incor- 
porators: Samuel Strausberg and Solo- 
mon Strausberg, both of 16 Court street, 
Brooklyn; Louis Nelson, 1010: 13th nve- 
nue, Brooklyn. Subscribers, Bernice 
Loeb, 10 Maple street, Brooklyn; Julius 
Scbnapper, 273 Avenue P., Brooklyn; 
Schneider, 468 East 54th . street, 


Betty 
Brooklyn. . 
Helsel, Inc., Manhattan: operate theatres 
and places of. amusement; capital stock, 
100 shares, $19 par value. Incorporators: 
Freda Jaret, Saul A. Schwartz and John 
G Zeliner, all of 16 Court street, 
Brooklyn 
Statement and Designation 
Educational Pictures, Inc., 7 West 19th 


street, Wilmington, Del: motion pictures, 
ete.; capital stock, 255,000 shares: 35,000 
preferred, $100 par value; 250,000 com- 


mon, no par value 
01 Rroadway; 
president, 


New York office, 
Bruno Weyers, vice 


Change in Name 
Grand Central Newsreel Theatre, Ine., 
New York, changed to Grand Central 
Theatres, Ine, 


CALIFORNIA 


eacragy nto. 
Motion Picture Artists Committee; no 
capital stock, Directo Jerome WD. 
Rolston, Irving M Harris, Nat Rosin 
ee Kt. Ineebretsen, all of L \ 


Crime Club Productions, Ine.: capital 


tock $206,000, none subscribed, Di 
rectors: Lawrence VW. lox SPs Ben 
Hersh, Helen McKinley, all of I. A. 

Certified copy of San Diego Theatre 
Corp., City of Dover, Delaware 

World Wide Television, Ine.; televisior 
equipment developing; capital 100,000 
hares, no par: permitted to issue 25,500, 


Directors: Ralph 7), Lemert, A Brig 
ham Rose, M. 8S. Rogers and Peari Beard, 
of Los Angeles. 


MISSOURI 
St. Louis 
Hannibal; 


Olga Theatres Corp., 


getting film | 


to!A, C, 


+ 


Chicago, April 6. 

Double feature turmoil in Chicago 
has reached the poll-and-vote stage. 
Exhibitors on both sides the fence 
are going to the public loaded with 
questionnaires, fill-out 
cards to try and discover just how 
the picturegoers feel about the twin 
bill situation, 


ballots and 


Other exhibitors are 
just sitting back, figuring that the 
ol’ debbil box-office is, in the final 


analysis, the only box that 
really counts. 

With all the balloting and the vot- 
| ing, the exhibitors are discovering 
j} that the way people vote doesn’t 
necessarily mean that that's the way 
| they spend their amusement dollars. 
|Some exhibitors who have given 
| their customers a taste of double 
bargains, and then took them away 
|due to the trend allegedly in the 
| ballot-box, have found out that the 
| single bills aren't holding up at the 
gate as well as the twin bills did. 

Seemingly the customers are vot- 
ing singles, but are buying doubles. 
Just as they used to vote dry and 
| drink wet, and as they still vote for 
classical music but always listen to 
popular tunes on the radio. In jazz 
vs. opera polls, it’s always the high- 
class stuff that gets the applause and 
votes, but somehow the jam-sessions 
| still reap in the heavy sugar. And 


ballot 





| so- it is with doubles vs. singles. 

Exhibitors have found that’ the 
women are particularly strong in 
their voting against the doubles, but 
more than the men always head for 
the spot with the film bargain. And 
furthermore, that the géneral polls 
don’t take the vast army of juvenile 
picture fans into the count, For the 
| kids, in-a 100% bulk, seem to be 
strictly in favor of bigger, longer 
and more films for their dimes, and 
ofttimes sit through ’em twice. In 
a situation on the west side last 
week one theatre played to less than 
200 kids,in six days with a string of 
single features while a double-biller 
around the corner handled more than 
1,500 children in the same period, 
Mothers are doing plenty of yelping 
about holding supper while the kids 
sit through the three and four-hour 
shows and for that’ reason putting 
up some squawks against the twin 
bargains. 





To List Monogram 
On Curb in 10 Days 


Monogram Pictures stock, which is 
to be listed on the New York curb 
exchange, probably will leave the 
hands of the Securities & Exchange 
Commission within the next 10. days. 
The initial 20-day minimum period 
in which the SEC can call for addi- 
| tional information about a stock issue 
will elapse on April 9. 

After approval is granted by the 
SEC, Monogram will make applica- 
tion for listing on the curb. Okay 
by the curb listing committee will 
require only a few weeks, especially 
if the stock already has passed 
through the hands of the federal 
supervisory body. 

Public offering of the stock was at 
$3.75 per share with only 350,000 
shares originally offered. A few 
transactions in Over-the-Counter 
trade already have been reported. 











erect, maintain, run, lease and operate 
moving picture theatres and to deal in 


ind dispose of such securities as are 
necessary in conduct of biz: $2,000 capital 
paid. Stock is held by Edward Rosecan, 
Olga Rosecan and Mortimer Rosecan, all 
of St. Louis, 

TEXAS 


Galveston, 
Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta Assn., Fort 
| Worth: fairs; capital stock, i- 
| corporators: Amon G, Carter, W. Mone 
ne W. K. Stripling. 





$5,000, Tr 


The Show Boat, Ine,., Dallas: orchese- 
itras and theatrical acts; capital Ke 
$300 Incorporators: Stan! Graham, 


Loraine Hogan, John H. MeMahon 


West University Amusement Co., House 
ton; theatrical; capital stock, $6,006 Ine 


corporators: D. F, Luckie, E. F. Jurena, 
Mr Miladie Jurena 

Weimar Amusement Co., Weimer: the- 
atrical; capital stock $1,000 Incorporae 
tors: D. FEF. Luckie, Al Lavender, Mrs, 


Rachel Lavender. 

Austin Centennial 1939, Austin: edu- 
cational and entertainment; no capital 
stock, Incorporators: Goodall H. Wooten, 
Bull and Tom Miller, 
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DISTRIBS SOCK BRITISH QUOTA REPORT 
AS ATTEMPT AT GOV'T CONTROL FOR PIX 








First Findings of KRS Issued in London—Exhibs 
Panned for Attitude on Subject But Meet Be- 
tween Both Groups Scheduled 





vv 


London, March 28. 

Distributors take a smack at the 
Quota Report, with a vicious sock 
for the proposed Gov’t-controlled 
Film Commission, in the annual re- 
port of the Kinematograph Renters 
Society, published over the signature 
of Secretary Frank Hill. K.R.S. sees 
the recommendations not only as un- 
helpful to the progress of British 
pictures, but also as likely to ad- 


) NEW LONDON 








London, April 6. 
‘Mile Away Murder,’ opened at 





versely affect both the industry and 
the public. 

First occasion on which the dis- 
tributors, as a body or as _ indi- 


viduals, have issued any comment on | 


the Quota Committee findings, but 
the report confirms the general im- 
pression of their attitude. 


Suggested by the Society is that | 


the recommendations, due to com- 
plexity of the industry, do not help 
to further production or increase the 
scope for British films. Part ad- 
mitted is that more intimate contact 
between the Gov’t and _ industry 
might, properly organized, be pro- 
ductive of good results, but setting 
up of a control board with bureau- 
cratic powers is condemned. 
Thinking Essential 

‘There may be some sections of the 
industry which see in the setting up 
of a Gov’t Control Board a means 
for obtaining some of the things for 
which they have been agitating,’ 
says the report, ‘but agitations, es- 
pecially when fostered, have fre- 
quently resulted in more damage 
being done to industry, even thoucth 
points huve been won. Is it too much 
to suggest to any who may be think- 
ing that a Gov't Control Board will 
be a cure-all that at this time some 
really serious thinking is essential if 
the future welfare of the industry is 
to be safeguarded? 

This paragraph is an _ obvious 
lunge at the exhibitors, as a reply to 
recent threats from the Cincmato- 
graph Exhibitors Ass’n that, failing 


cooperation of the K.R.S. on jointly | 


approaching trade’ problems, it 
would welcome Gov’t intervention. 

Back answers of this nature are, 
and have been over a period of 
many years, a ieature of all rela- 
tions between the C.E.A. and K.R:S.., 
and even thouvth both bodies have 
agreed to joint talks on how a united 
trade front may stall the possibility 
of Gov’t control, one certain thing is 
that it will not be easy to reach a 
common policy. 

It has seemed impossible on most 
past occasions to induce either body 
to see the trade’s problems from the 
other side’s viewpoint, each being 
insistent on safe*varding its particu- 
lar interests at all costs. This time. 
however, chances are that the dis- 
tributors may be willing to make 
concessions to exhibitor demands. 
the letter holding all the aces. with 
an appeal fer stotutory aid as an un- 
beatable run of trump cards in the 
last resort. 





Pix in Palestine 
Jerusalem, March 22, 

Current pix here are: ‘The Little 
Colonel’ .20th); ‘Secret Service’; 
‘Shanghai’; ‘Liszi’ (German); ‘Sil- 
houettcn’ <(Vicnnese); ‘Secret 
Agent’; ‘Viennese Waltz’ (B.1.P.); 
‘The Guv-nor’ (G-B); ‘Girls’ Dor- 
mitory’ (20th); ‘A Woman Alone’ 
(GB); ‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine’ 
(Par); ‘Hochzeitsreise zu 50°)"; ‘Top 





Hat’ (RKO). 
Radin in Moscow 
Moscow, March 22. 
Maithew Rad'n, owner of the 


Cameo theatre, New York, arrived 
here on a onc-month business trip. 
Radin declared that ‘the film crities 
in New York agree that Soviet 
cinema directors produce either the 
best pictures in’ the world or the 
worst. They produce the best when 
they stick to a realisiie porirayal of 
life and history, and the worst when 
they try to imitate Hollywood.’ 
Radin visited the Mosfilm siudios 
in Moscow where he saw the newly 
released ‘Dawn of Paris’ ‘about the 
Paris Commune),. ‘The 13’ ‘(Soviet 
version of ‘The Lost Patrol’), and 


‘The Last Night’ ‘another Civil War | 


film), all of which he anticipates 
mitory’ (20th); ‘A Woman Alone’; 


| the Duchess Friday (2). It is another 
attempt by Anthony Armstrong, 
author of “Ten Minute Alibi,’ to du- 
| plicate his first success, but unlikely. 

‘Ride a Cock Horse’ at the Royalty, 
Saturday (3), concerns a Yugo- 
slavian peasant-woman who inherits 
|a huge fortune and the resultant re- 
action on her morals and manners. 
| It is unlikely. 

‘The Case of Constance Kent,” was 
|shown by the Repertory Players at 
| the Savoy, Sunday (4). It is very 
novelettish, with no dramatic moti- 
vation to speak of. Impossible. 

‘Peter Petrous’ at the Arts Theatre 
Club same night is an interesting, 
but again uncommercial play. Politi- 
| cal subject depicts a fanatical vision- 
|} ary who aims at promoting a United 
States of Europe in order to bring 
about world peace. 


Rockefeller Bankroll 
Reopens Historical 
Versailles Playhouse 








Paris, March 28. 


first performance, the Theatre de la 
Montpensier held its second pre- 


miere at Versailles.last week. Little | 


theatre, which Marine-Antoinctte 
j}and XVI inaugurated in 1777, has 
into use, 
| At the time it was built it was 
called the ‘most perfect little audi- 
|torium in the world’ from an archi- 
tectural point of view. But since that 
time there have been years that the 
little theatre received no care and, 
at the time renovation was started, 
it was not even considered safe for 
tourists to enter. 

Gifts from John D. Rockefeller 
provided funds for the reconstruc- 
tion, which was carried out under 
| the supervision of Patrice Bonnet. 
arehitect, of Versailles. Bonnet based 
his plans entirely on a handmade 
book which Marie-Antoinette kept 
for her brother, to show him the 
improvements she had made at the 
Trianon. 

Theatre opened with ‘The Misan- 
thrope, which was directed by M. 
Julien. Jules Leitner, professor at 
the Conservatory, took the leading 
role. Operettas and comic opcras 
will be presented on Thursday after- 
noons, Saturday nights and Sunday 
afternoons. 

Rebuilding included the _ installa- 
tion of a modern lighting system and 
equipment for fire prevention. There 
are still three stage settings de- 
sivned for Marie-Antoincite in the 
theatre, which are said to be the 
oniy ones in the world still existing 
from that period. 





Mex Workers Boycott 
Gov’t Short on Oil Biz 


Mexico City, April 6. 

‘Petroleo’ (‘Petroleum’), one of 2 
series of shorts depicting Mexico's 
principal industries, which are being 
made under government sponsorship, 
has been boycotted by the Con- 
federation of Mexican Workers and 
Peasants. 

Labor organization feels that the 
nie snubs native labor and toadies to 
the oil companies. 





Par’s S. A. Pic 


Buenos Aires, April 6. 

Paramount has accepted for dis- 
tribution in the entire Latin Amer- 
ican territory a locally-made film 
entitled ‘Mateo.’ It’s a drama with 
music. 

Picture was produced by Critica, 
local daily. 








PLAYS, NO HITS: 


os 


Werfel Honored 


Vienna, March 26. 
Franz Werfel, Austria’s foremost 
poet and playwright, received the 
order of first class for art and lit- 





erature from President William 
Miklas. Werfel is a close friend of 
Chancellor Kurt von Schuschnigg 


and. considered a great help in the 
forming of the speeches held by the 
political leaders. 

Werfel is not very optimistic about 
the future of poets and playwrights. 
On the contrary, he feels that films 
are ‘killing them off.’ 


Alhambra, Paris, 
Drops Vaude But 
Empire Resumes 








Paris, March 30. 

Music hall is trying hard not to 
die in this town, and it looks as 
though it won't. As soon as one 
shutters there is another to take its 
place. 

Latest shutterings and openings 
leave the boards about even. . Em- 
pire closed two weeks ago, when the 
Amar brothers gave up management 
of the house to hand it over to Jules 





One century and a half after the | 


| just been remodeled and again put | 


| Marx, known in European music hall 
| circles since he started making coin 
| with the Scala in Berlin. 

| With this ‘pause’ comes the shut- 
| tering of the Alhambra as a straight 
' music hall, to be reopened with legit. 
| This shift deprives the town of its 
| largest house, but another is to take 
its place early next month, when 
| Mistinguett steps into the Moulin 
| Rouge, now operating as a cinema, 
to produce a revue with the collabo- 
|ration of Pierre Sandrini, operator 
| of the Bal Tabarin. 

Marx, whose ability to operate a 
house successfully is known, says he 
is going to do a repeat at the Em- 
pire. He states he is going to follow 
the line of sufficient name acts. 
Prices will run from 25c to a little 
under a dollar for tops. Andre Brule 
will have the first crack at the Al- 
hambra with a 14-day stretch of re- 
vived plays, after which house will 
turn to oneretta. 

Pils and Tabet, Renita Kramer, 
Elyane Celis, Charles Fallot, and 
O’Donne! and Blair are the toppers 
for the first Empire offering. 





New Shochiku House 


Tokio, March 21. 

Construction has been started on 
‘the Shibuya Shochiku Gekijo, near 
the Shibuya station. This 1,000-seater 
is being erected by Shochiku to com- 
pete with Toyo’s Toyoko Eiga Gek- 
ijo, opened recently. 

Newsreel house : -ating 500 will be 
located in the basement. Main the- 
atre will play foreign films. 








That’s One Way 





London, March 28. 

Notice of closure went up 
last week for ‘The Amazing Dr. 
Clitterhouse,’ successful Hay- 
market theatre show, after a 
lengthy run. Then Her Ma- 
jesty, the Queen, went to see it. 

Immediately business spurted, 
and now the run is assured for 
at least another six weeks. 














REELS BATTLING 
ON CORONATION 


London, March 28. 

On the surface a dignified and 
regal display of pomp and power, 
the coming Coronation conceals be- 
hind the scenes numerous squabbles 
and less dignified brawls, nowhere 
more frequent than among the news- 
reels who, on stringent terms, have 
obtained permits to film the crown- 
ing ceremony. 

Competing concerns, nothwith- 
standing an agreement to pool in- 
terests for the sake of the prestige 
the occasion could earn for motion 
pictures, have bickered over plans 
for distributing the reels, over Mo- 
vietone’s scoop in announcing a 
Technicolor reel, and now have 
gone into battle ona new squawk. 

Other reels contend that Movie- 
tone and Pathe, by whom (in the 
persons of Sir Gordon Craig and 
W. J. Gell respectively) most nego- 
tiations with the authorities were 
conducted, are commandeering the 
best Abbey positions as their per- 
quisite and will oblige others to ac- 
cept hastily duped prints of shots 
taken from those angles, while re- 
serving the best natural prints for 
themselves. 


Other squawk concerning news- 
reels comes from exhibs, alleging 


profiteering by the companies. At 
Cinematograph Exhibition Assn. dis- 
trict meetings protests have been 
voiced at charges of $50 for a three- 
day run and $30 for subsequent 
three-days, contending these rates 
are exorbitant and virtually impos- 
sible for small theatres. Urged as 
pro-exhib argument is that, as the 
Gov't has granted abnormal facili- 
ties for filming the Coronation, of- 
ficial protests should be lodged 
against attempts to profiteer. 

Situation has even caused dis- 
agreement in C.E.A. circles, promi- 
nent members contending the pro- 
posed charges are fair, considering 
the heavy expense newsreel units 
will be obliged to bear in servicing 
the eniire U.K. with prints for im- 
mediate release. Normal rule is to 
split the country into first, second, 
third and subsequent runs, indicat- 
ing that, for this occasion, printing 
and laboratory costs may be _ in- 
creased four times. 





F&M Unit in Japan 


Tokyo, March 21. 
Group of 19 artists under direction 
of Fanchon & Marco has arrived 
here. 
Will present a revue at the Pan- 
Pacific Peace Exhibition now being 
held at Nagoya. 





Insistence on 


Suit in France Over Actor Union's 


Guaranty Deposit 





Paris, March 30. 

Rights the French Union des 
| Artistes has over artists and theatre 
| directors may be radically changed 
|! by a suit Mile. Paulette Pax, actress 
land co-director of the Theatre 
Daunou, has instituted against the 
| Union as-a result of a dispute. 
| Recently taking over the shuttered 
| ae as co-director with Francois 
| dOrgeix, Mile. Pax took the princi- 
| pal role in a revived play, ‘Dame 
| Nature,’ which was the theatre’s first 
| offering under the new management. 

Opening night everything ran as 
‘per schedule, but the second night 





to appear because a sum sufficient to 
guarantee their wages for one week 
had not been deposited, as is required 
by the Union. After a great deal 
| of bickering, that performance was 
| finally presented, with only one 


lio other artists in the cast refused 


the stage. 
Following day the theatre was 


| actor, Alain Dhurtal, refusing to take 





visited by M. Cebron, secretary gen- 
eral of the Federation of Spectacles, 
and M. Tabourcux, agent general of 
the Union. Aftcr conferences be- 
tween these two. d’Orgeix and Mlle. 
Pax, the required sum was deposited 
and the play resumed. But on the 
morrow the Union received the 
resignation of Mile. Pax. Union re- 
plied by refusing to accept her resig- 
n..tion, but striking her name from 
the books for breaking the regula- 
tions. 

Now Mile. Pax has requested her 
lawyer, Raymond Rosenmark, to 
bring suit against Charles Martinelli, 
president of the union, to secure a 
judicial reversal of the Union's 


CIRO'S HAS COIN 


BUT NO 
NAMES 


London, March 28. 

Bert Ambrose and Jack Harris 
have now a paid-up membership of 
2,000 for their recently reconstructed 
and reopened Ciro’s Club. Member- 
ship, which is for one year, costs $75, 
making a total intake of approxi- 
mately $165,000, which does not in- 
clude the leader’s own investment, 
understood to be another $50,000. 

With all that money in hand, boys 
are in a position to put this nitery on 
top of the class. At present their 
main trouble has been getting inter- 
national names. 

First name suggested was Ethel 
Waters, who was offered $2,500 to 
double at the Palladium, but she 
wanted that amount for Ciro’s alone. 
Three Ritz Brothers were offered 
$5,000 per on the same doubling con- 
dition, which proved another turn- 
down. Boys would have come for 
50% less a year ago, but that’s a dif- 
ferent story. 

Ambrose and Harris finally set 
Helen Morgan. She gets $2,500 for 
doubling at the Victoria Palace, with 
both managements contributing half 
of the salary. She opens April 19 in 
both spots. 


Molly Picon Heads 
Bill of Mostly Yank 


Acts in Johannesburg 


Johannesburg, March 14. 

Molly Picon opened at the Empire 
theatre here to one of the _ best 
crowds seen for vaude in too long. 
Her half hour performance was ex- 
tended to three-quarters of an hour 
because of encores. 

Others on the bill are Jimmy Hun- 
ter and Dan Walker, Campbell and 
Wise, Ted Ray and His Girl Friends, 
Eddie and Ada Daros, Tex McLeod, 
Laurie Joy and Graham, Dai Jones, 
Rose Perfect, Medvedeft’s Balalaika 
orchestra with Georges Wolkowsky 
and Esme Grande. 














‘THEODORA’ TOPS SYDNEY 


$15,300 for 2€ Week—Show Boat'— 
Strong in 10th Month 








Sydney, March 12. 

“‘Theodora’ (Col) is still tops here 
on its second stanza, with a take 
of approximately $15,300. ‘Big 
Broadcast’ (Par) is out after .a 
moderate three weeks and ‘Valiant’ 
(Par) replaces. ‘Show Boat’ ‘U) 
sweeps into its 10th month and still 
going streng. ‘Magnificent Obses- 
sion’ (U), in on revival, should cop 
some added coin. 

‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) opened 
well, with a good run likely. “Rem- 
brandt’ (UA) is out after so-so biz, 
with Cinesound’s ‘It Isn't Done’ re- 
placing ‘Gorgeous Hussy’ (MG) is 
pulling Crawford-Taylor fans, but is 


, not exnected to smash records. Next 
| in for Metro is ‘Born to Dance.’ 


Biz is only so-so on weekly change 
for ‘Smart Blonde’ (WB), ‘Guns 
Pecos’ (WB), ‘Suzy’ (M-G) and ‘Hol- 
lywood Boulevard’ (Par). 





Melbourne, March 12. 
Okay over here, with the city 
crowded for Cricket Test. Mats 

weak, but night trade is strong. 
Lineup includes, ‘Mr. Deeds’ (Col), 
‘Valiant’ (Par), ‘Sweet Alocs’ (WB), 
‘Libelled Lady’ (MG), ‘Road to 
Glory’ (Fox), ‘This’ll Make You 
Whistle’ (AD), ‘Sing Baby’ (Fox), 
‘Show Boat’ «(U), ‘Great Ziegfeld’ 
(MG) and ‘Dishonor Bright’ (AD). 





New Zealand, March 12. 

No complaints here, with parade 
ied by ‘Anthony Advers~’ (WB) ‘Girl 
from Paris’ ‘(RKO), ‘Cain and 
Mabel’ (WB) ‘Banjo’ (Fox), ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U), ‘Big Broadcast 
(Par), ‘Dishonor Bright’ (AD), avd 
‘My Man Godfrey’ (U). 


Italo-Ethiop Pix Mart 


Milan, April 6. 








actions, with a further demand for | 
$2500 damages. 

She is claiming that the Union’'s | 
action is not legal and that she was | 
judged without being given a hear- | 
ing. Union claims she was sum- | 
moned but did not show up to give 
any explanation. 


With Italy moving into Ethiopia, 


| jilm companies think that the terri- 


ory can be opened wider than ever 
for films. 

With this in mind, Paramount has 
assigned Cesare Aboaf, from the 
local office, to go down to Adis 


Ababa and get things moving. 
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Survey of Australian Studios 


Proves Quota Demands Impossible 


+ 
Sydney, March 16. 


Premier Stevens of New South 
Wales has announced that his gov- 
ernment would see that the Quota 
is carried out correctly this year. In 
connection with which Varrery made 
a check ‘of local ‘production activity. 
This is the result: , 

National Studies, Ltd.—Inactive. 
Last production was ‘Rahgle River’ 
in conjunction with Columbia. 

Mastercraft—Studio never used to 
date: Several propositions in‘ air, 
but nothing definite. 

Barrier Reef Prods.—Hired a studio 
for ‘White Death’ with Zane Grey. 
Pic was flop and no more set. 

Expeditionary Films.—Hired a 
studio for ‘Uncivilized.’ » Charles 
Chauvel at present in America 
studyirig at Universal. » Will produce 
further on return, he says. 

Film Players Corp.—Hired a studio 
for ‘The Bells. Pic never got by 


officials and remained in can. No 
others listed. 
Commonwealth. — Made ‘Mystery 


Island.’ Par is releasing. No others 
listed. 

Cineseund.—In active -production 
all along. Has two studios in Sydney 
and one in Melbourne. Recent pix, 
‘Thoroughbred,’ ‘Orphan of Wilder- 
ness,’ ‘It Isn’t Done’ and ‘Tall Tim- 
ber.’ Continuous schedule. 

Actually, in New South Wales, 
there are only four studios suited 
for production work. It would cost 
the Americans thousands of dollars 
to get started in pic work over here 
to meet the problem of the Quota 
Act. ’ 

So far, three months have sped by 
of the second quota year with only 
one unit making: pix. On its second 
year the Act calls for 74%% cover- 
age for distribs, with only nine 
months left to set: production plans 
in full working order.. All studios 
would have to work at full pressure 
almost immediately, a thing the gov- 
ernment must realizé is absolutely 
impossible, to make up for time lost 
beforehand. 


MUCH ADO ABOUT 
PASTURES’ IN ERIN 


Belfast, March 28. 

It will take the whole weight of 
the City Corporation here to decide 
whether ‘Green Plastures’ (WB) may 
be exhibited in the city or not. Spe- 
cial session of the civic body is be- 
ing called to discuss the point. 

Picture has been seen and ap- 
proved by the Police Committee, to 
which powers in respect of films are 
normally delegated, but controversy 
aroused by prejudiced religious ele- 
ments has become so fierce that the 
corporation thinks a full-dress de- 
bate is a wise solution. 

Committee, angered by the snub, 
may explore the legal position, to 
ensure whether the corporation is 
entitled to overrule its decision. 


Filming the Bible 


: Jerusalem, March 20. 

Cinematographic illustrations of 
Bible stories for children are being 
made here by Aiden Crawley, ex- 
n€wspaperman, son of the Dean of 
Windsor, who has with him full 
sound equipment. 

Crawley and his party will remain 
Palestine for nine months, during 
Which time they will tour Palestine 














in 


so Sinai. Party is now encamped 
a St. George’s Cathedral. 
on ims will be peddled by School 


ms Ltd. of London, in conjunction 


with the Christian Cinema Council 
of England. 


— 


Osaka House for Toho 


Toh Tokyo, March 22. 
out 90 chains, which has been with- 
48 Own release spot in Osaka, 


is ’ . ‘ 
hat eeructing a modern theatre in 
at city. near 





Who’s Stuck? 





Arch Mayers, of 
Picts., got a letter from a 
French producer offering a 
French film for American dis- 
tribution at a $7,500 guarantee, © 
Figuring the price exorbitant, 
and not wanting the picture in 
the first place, Mayers replied ° 
sarcastically to the effect that 
the Frenchman might have 
been thinking of francs, rather 
than dollars. 

But the gag’s on Mayers. The 
Frenchman said okay — 7,500 
francs would do just as well. 


DuWorld 














station, the Govt. railway 
Hou to be . .s 
; * ‘9 be named Umeda Gekijo, 
Will se t 1.800," : 7m ' Wy 


BRITISH BIZ 
FADING IN 
SYDNEY 


Sydney, March 20. 

British pic biz Australia still 
remains at a low ebb. 

Yanks have crashed in and prac- 
tically driven the British from the 
screens. around the _ ace spots. 
British distribs have reached the 
dead-line and are calling for as- 
sistance to check the Yankee ad- 
vance, 


Figured that the only way would 
be for the introduction of an Im- 
perial Quota. Federal Government 
has been approached many times on 
this question, but up to the present 
nothing definite has been done. 
There are local quota laws, of course. 


Point arises whether British trade 
officials in London will stand by and 
watch the Yanks cop the Australian 
field entirely, or whether some move 
will be made to stop the riot in a 
British possession. Position is really 
a’'very serious one. 


BUDA NG’S O’NEILL’S 
TELESCOPED ‘ELECTRA’ 


Budapest, March 26, 


O’Neill’s ‘Mourning becomes Elec- 
tra,’ rechristened ‘American Electra’ 
in the. Magyar translation, is at the 
National theatre, with Gizi Bajor in 
the leading role. Three plays have 
been compressed into one evening 
performance lasting from seven till 
after midnight. 


Playgoers here feel ‘Electra’ to be 
a most depressing theatrical experi- 
ence, but the play’s literary merit is 
acknowledged. Although grim 
tragedy is not altogether in her line, 
Gizi Bajor acquits herself of her 
task admirably. She does par- 
ticularly well in the first half of the 
evening, when Lavinia is still per- 
mitted by the author to be somewhat 
human. Margit Makay, as Mrs. 
Mannon, makes a good job of the 
death scene. Cast and direction are 
very satisfactory throughout. On the 
whole, however, neither critics nor 
the public consider O'Neill’s blood- 
curdling and fatiguing work a great 
asset to the National’s repertory. 


in 





Films in Egypt 
Cairo, March 22. 
Current pix here are 
Number’ (20th) (Royal); ‘Splendour’ 


(Metropole); ‘Born to Dance’ (MG) | 


(Diana Palace); ‘Deeds Goes to 
Town’ (Col) (Triomphe); ‘Leila, 
Daughter of the Desert’ (Cosmo, 3d 
week ): ‘Modern Times’ (UA) (Roxy). 

In Alexandria are ‘The Plainsman’ 
(Par) (Mohamed Aly); ‘I'd Give My 


Life’ (Royal): ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
(MG) (Rialto); ‘Charge of Light 
Brigade’ (WB) 


row’ (WB) (Strand). 
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% Local 


Product Is Another Head- | 


ache, but Authorities 
Don’t Want to Know 
About That—Sir Victor 


Wilson in America 





INT’L TANGLE 





. Sydney, April 6. 

Like :a fend, a .government is 
privileged to_¢hahge its mind. Which 
is what the Australian government 
has decided to do as regards the film 
quota—and which is why American 
picture men here are none_ too 
happy. 

Premier of N. S. Wales Stevens 
has just issued a new dictum as re- 
gards quota to the effect that ‘the 
granting of exemptions covering 
1936 must not be construed by the 
industry as a precedent.’ 

Went on to imply that a law is a 
law and there’s no sense kidding 
Law has been in effect for 
about 18 months and no one paid 
much attention to it, largely because 
of ambiguous wording of some of the 
passages. American distribs here 
picked up all available local films, 
but didn’t produce or finance pro- 
duction, with the sole exception of 
one film made by Columbia. At the 
end of the year, the government ex- 
cused everybody for having breached 
the law, which was a break, but 
now, it is obvious, the government 
wants to get down to brass tacks. 

Quota for 1937 calls for 7%% dis- 
tribution of local product. Where 
anyone is going to get that. many 
pictures, or how, is a bit of a mys- 
tery, with only one studio, Cine- 
sound, at work. But the govern- 
ment, seemingly, doesn’t want to 
know about that. There are quite 





a number of dark studios, it is 
pointed out. 

Phil Reisman’s Stand 
Meantime, Phil Reisman, RKO 


foreign head, visiting here on a gen- 
eral business ‘survey, biew up a 
veritable storm by telling reporters 
that he would not produce pictures 
here, no matter what. Market isn’t 
worth it, he claimed, and all the 
Americans, he said, were with him 
on the matter. They'll walk out of 
Australia first, he intimated. 

Naturally that was meat to the 
and advocates of more 
breaks for the English and less for 
the Yanks. They’ve been yelling 
their heads off ever since, and the 
owners of the locally dark studios 
are right behind ’em. 

What makes things worse is that 
Sir Victor Wilson, Hays office rep 
in Australia, is currently out of the 
country, on a U. S. visit, and there 
is no one here to really keep things 
flowing smoothly. 





Sir Victor Won't Talk 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Sir Victor 


, tributors in Australia (a sort of Hays 
| office of its own) is here on a studio 


‘Private | 


visit—but not talking. 

He leaves for New York at the 
end of this week for confabs with 
Will Hays and refuses to comment 
on the current headaches in Aus- 
tralia until he’s talked things over 
with the boss. Will sail for Eng- 
land and the Coronation on May 4. 


‘Premature’ 


Reported statement by Phil 
man, RKO foreign chief, in 
tralia, that Americans would quit 
the market if forced to produce 
| would appear to be somewhat pre- 
| mature, 
tion by the American companies, 
as a group, has even been consid- 
;ered to date. Hays office in New 


Reis- 
Aus- 


, York hasn’t had full reports on the | 


| situation and doesn’t know whether 


| any action is called for. 


(Rio); ‘Golden Ar-| There are practically no foreign 


department heads in Néw York at 





j 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Wilson, head of the | 
| American association of film dis- | 


No action or plan of ac- | 


v 


20th-Fox’s Move to Dub German 
Dialog in Italy (Because of Low 
Costs) Important to All U. S. Pix 





You Never Know 


London, March, 28, 
After previewed here, ‘Penrod 
and Sam’ was figured for the 
kid traffic. 
British Board of Film Cen- 


sors, hgwever, spotted some 
gangster stuff in it and gave 
the picture an ‘A’ certificate, 


meaning for adults only, 


ZURICH RESENTS 
REICH SWISS 
INVASION 














Zurich, March 30. 


Fear that German film interests 
will gain control of the industry in 
Switzerland has precipitated a de- 
mand for governmental action to 
stop any such move, 

From Lugano comes the news that 
the acquisition by Tobis of the 
Castel Trevano, near that city, for 
the purpose cf installing a studio 
and making films in Switzerland has 
aroused a great number of protests. 
It is feared there, and here, that 
German producers will attempt to 
make films on Swiss territory with- 
out Switzerland profiting in the 
least, as German artists and tech- 
nicians would be used. 

Leading in the protests is the Neu 
Zurcher Zeitung, local daily, which 
states that this initial move of Tobis 
will be followed by the same meth- 
ods the company used in Austria 
with Tobis-Sascha and is an attempt 
to start German control over Swiss 
cinema interests. 


TOHO MERGING TWO 
STUDIOS IN JAPAN 


Tokio, March 21. 


P.C.L. Studio and the J.O. Studio, 
operated separately but both owned 
by Toho, will be merged into one 
outfit. Takeover will be made in 
May by the Toho Filming Co., newly 
organized with a capital of $1,500,000. 

Plans call for maintaining a studio 
at Kyoto under direction of Yoshio 
Ozawa and one in Tokio managed by 
Takeo Ohashi. 

Ohashi also announced that a more 
concerted effort will be made to at- 
tract additional actors and directors. 














Gonzalez Back Home 


Eduardo G. Gonzales, v-p of United 
Theatres, Inc., Puerto Rico, sails 
from N. Y. for home April 8 after 
completing a film deal with Grand 
National and purchasing $16,000 
worth of new Western Electric equip- 
ment for chain he represents. 

United will handle GN product for 
Porto Rico, Santo Domingo and St. 
Thomas in West Indies, under deal 
set by Gonzales. He was here for 
| three weeks during which he looked 
into U. S. exhibing. 








| present, only ones on 
| Arthur Loew of Metro 
Hutchinson of 20th. 


hand being 
and Walter 
Latter sails for 


England today (Wednesday) and 
| neither has made up his mind on 
| the situation down under. 


Understanding in the trade is that 
Sir Victor will be able to give Major 
Frederick E. Herron, foreign chief 
of the Hays office. a full report 
when he arrives in New York early 
,; next week and that Herron will then 


+ 


Twentieth Century-Fox has de- 
cided to experiment on the dubbing 
of pictures into German outside 
of Germany, employing the Italian 
dubbing studios for the purpose. 
Italian dubbing is the cheapest in 
Europe. It’s admittedly an experi- 
ment on the part of 20th, but with 
all.U. S. companies watching results 
closely. First picture to be made 
will be ‘Girl’s Dormitory,’ work to 
Start this week. If successful it may 
set the trend for the entire business 
on a new level. 

Theory up to now has been that 
Germany is the hub of the German 
film biz. But Germany has been so 
ardent in its nixes of VU. S. films 
that it has been very difficult to go 
on there. Thus a growing number 
of important b.o. films have been 
marked n.g. by German censors with 
no explanation whatever. Twentieth 
thinks that these films can be dubbed 
into German outside the country 
and shown in the various Germanie 
countries around central Europe 
with okay results. Whether there 
is enough biz to be gotten out of 
Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, 
etc., to pay for the venture is to be 
seen, 

RKO Started It 

RKO really started the experiment 
by dubbing ‘Mary of Scotland’ in 
Vienna. Job was finished last week 
and is now going out for distribu- 
tion. This is not quite the same 
thing, however, since RKO has no 
offices in Germany and has not at- 
tempted to do any business there 
since the Hitler regime. Company 
simply figured the market dead and 
went ahead on its ‘Mary’ plans in 
Vienna, not caring about Germany. 
RKO has sold a few pictures into 
Germany in the past couple of years, 
but strictly on a cash and carry 
basis. If any German distrib offers 
to buy an RKO pic, paying dollars 
for it. he can have it. Otherwise 
no dice. ! 

Universal, United Artists and 
Warners are similarly out of Ger- 
many. Paramount and Metro are 
there and are considering no changes 
for the time being. These two com- 
panies, plus 20th, ship in about 30 
pictures a year between them. But 
they have found that they have to 
submit about three or four times that 
number to get 'em in. Even so they 
have figured up to now that it’s 
worth trying. If the 20th experi- 
ment works, however, they may 
take a different stand. They may 
feel that, in that case, it might be 
just as well to forget the headaches 
involved in the German sales. 

John W. Hicks, Jr., Par foreign 
chief, currently in Paris, is watching 


the situation closely, but will not 
likely make any decisions for a 
while. Arthur M. Loew, in New 


York, Metro foreign head, likewise. 
vrefers to wait and see. Walter 
Hutchinson. of 20th, sails for Europe 
today (Wednesday) and will be on 
hand to get reactions when the first 
of his Italian-made German dubs is 
ready. 


‘Unforeseen Reasons’ 


Vienna, March 26. 


All was set for the premiere of 
Kar! Hans Langer’s play, ‘Charles 
I, Emperor of Austria. Attilio 


Mordo was to direct the play in the 
Oesterreichische Theatre in Neu- 
baugasse, Vienna, with Fritz Gerlach 
to play the role in the unhappy Em- 


peror. On the evening of the pre- 
miere—the theatre was sold out in 
advance—performance was called 


off. 

Short notice read, ‘For unforeseen 
reasons.” ‘he government had ine 
tervened. 


Betty Inada In Tekyo 
Tokyo, March 21. 
Betty Inada, American-born Jap- 
anese dancer, has arrived here to 








;communicate with the various pic- 
| ture company foreign chiefs, around 
the world, on best possible actioh. 


fill engagements 
Miss Inada has made a number of 
records for Columbia. . 
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ELEPHANT BOY 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Tnited Artists release of London Film 
Production, Features W. E. Holloway, D. J. 
Williams, Sabu, Walter Hudd and Allan 
Jeayes. Directed by Zoltan Korda anid 
Robert Flaherty, From ‘Toomai of the 
Elephants,” by Rudyard Kipling; adapta- 
tion, John Collier, Akos Tolnay, Marcia De 





Silva; film editor, Charles Crichton, cam- 
era, Osmond Borradaile, At Rialto, N. oo | 
week April 5, °37. Running time, 51 mins, | 
TOOMAL ...ceeeceees ecccecseces eeersce Sabu 
Bain NA@ ...ccccccecvcsevecsestss . Travatha | 
Toomai’s Father ...cceee. W. E. Holloway 

Petersen .....cccccccccccscee Walier Hudd | 
Muchua Appa cecescceseeeee Allan Jeuyes | 
Rham Lahl ...ccccccecvccess Bruce Gordon 

Blunter ..cccccceseesseces D. J. Williars 

COMMISSIONer wees eeeeccceeers Hyde White | 


‘Elephant Boy’s is a legendary and 
rather fantastic tale built around the 
affection which grows up between 
a native Indian boy and his elephant, 
an animal which is tops as a hunter. 
It is a Rudyard Kipling story which 
reads better than it films, same as 
the Tarzan yarns, Having nothing 
particularly exciting for the camera, 


nor any plot to speak of, it will de- | 


mand careful exploitation and ad- 
vertising. Where animal or novelty 
pictures are accepted, it will prob- 
ably get across, but it doesn’t suggest 
more than fair grosses, even on such 


bookings 

That ‘Elephant Boy’ is from the 
Kipling pen may be its best rec- 
ommendation. Kipling wrote the 
story under the title of ‘Toomai of 
the Elephants,’ but the title used 
here seems better for theatre pur- 
poses. Toomai is the Indian lad 
whose great ambition is to be a 


hunter. Played by a native Indian 
boy named Sabu and he imparts to 
it as much charm and naivette as 
can be expected. Child has a pro- 
nounced native dialect which doesn’t 
hurt, but many of the other char- 
acters are entirely too British to be 
convincing. These include W. E. 
Holloway, Allan Jeayes, Bruce Gor- 
don and others, cast as native hunt- 
ers and elephant owners. 

Walter Hudd, with the exception 
of a couple others who appear only 
in brief scenes, is the only person 
cast as a white, he being the hunter 
commissioned by the government to 
round up much-needed pachyderms. 

Aside from the footage used to 
emphasize the strong affection be- 
tween the boy and his mammoth 
pal, the action concerns the routine 
job of rounding up men and ani- 
mals for the big hunt, pitching of 
camp, killing by a tiger of one of 
the crew and the rather accidental 
success of little Sabu in leading his 


trusty elephant to the big herd 
they’re despairing of finding. 
Attempt to inject drama comes 


when the boy's father is 
a tiger and his elephant, billed as 
Kala Nag, turns against a meanish 
new master, to whom he’s entrusted. 
Result is that the elephant and kid 
run away together, finally locating 
a flock of pachyderms. That enables 
the film to end by declaring the 
youngster a great hunter. 

Camera work of Osmond Borra- 
daile is excellent, notably in the pho- 
tographing of night scenes and those 
of the big herd. In the direction, 
the elephants have also been ex- 
pertly maneuvered for panoramic 
effect. Char. 


STEP LIVELY, JEEVES 


20th Century-Fox production and release. 
Features Artbur Treacher, Patricia Elis, 
Robert Kent, Alan Dinehart, George Givot, 
Helen Flint, Directed by Eugene Forde. 
Based on BP, G. Wodehouse series: original 
story, Frances Hyland; screen play, Frank 
Fenton and Lynn Root: editor, Fred Allen; 
camera, Daniel B. Clark. At Palace, N, Y. 


double bill, week April 1, ‘37. Running 
time, 67 miins. 

"a gh PET UR OCT Cen Arthur Treacher 
WeRneGee "WOSCIOT oc ccccctes ‘atricia Ellis 
eee WOWREONE civic ccdueds Robert Kent 
Hon, Cedric B. Cromwell,...- Alan Dinehart 
Prince Boris Caminov ........ George Givot 
Babe WEPTETTLT; TTT eee me 
PEOGOY PROGR .6 bcc ccecacsese John Harrington 
EN” 60.5 #44 gto wb 504 RaM Maw ae George Cooper 
SE -aeenes4s-0.0000seedewwed Arthur Housman 
a! METTLE CLLTEL TE Pee ag 
eee Franklin Pangborn 


A muddled version of one of P. G. 
Wodehouse’s funniest comedy char- 
acters emerges in this 20th-Fox pro- 
duction. Studio elected to take the 
character and Frances Hyland fur- 
nished an original story. It’s a weak 
effort. and the transition to the 
screen weaker still, with result that 
‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ will have trou- 
ble holding up even in the duals. 

In Arthur Treacher, 20th-Fox fur- 
nished director Eugene Forde with 
a perfect Jeeves. Comic valet roles fit 
Treacher’s general personality and 
English enunciation, but in this in- 
stance the Frank Fenton-Lynn Root 
screen play did not exactly fit 
Treacher. Despite the handicaps in 
dialog and gags, Treacher, however, 
stands out like a sore thumb in the 
generally inept effort. 

Story is based on the 
Frances Drake swindle, a_ racket 
actually practiced in America for 
years. Treacher is picked up in Lon- 
don by two impoverished con-men, 
George Givot and Alan Dinehart, 
and transported to America as a 


old Sir 


pooner earl and heir to the pirate’s | 


uried treasures and land grants. 
They attempt to ‘take’ a wealthy 
gangster, John Harrington, whose 
gun-moll wife, Helen Flint, has so- 
cial ambitions. but reporter Patricia 
Ellis and her fiance, Robert Kent, 
foil the scheme. 

Pictures contains a lot of the silly, 
unbelievable hokum 


land has. been in the habit of be- 
lieving. Picture of a _ millionaire 


| okay. 


| Quickie film from legit laugh who- | 


killed by | 


about Ameri- | 
ca’s.gangsterdom which only Eng- | 
| has come 
b 


gangster living on a palatial Long | 
Island estate, wit gunmen for 
flunkeys, is too ridiculous for the 
average American even in a farce. 
Cast is generally weak, as is the 
romance between Miss Ellis and 
Kent. Givot’s Greek dialect begins 
to wear after a while, chiefly due 
to the fact that there is so little 
comedy in his lines. Dinehart, as his 
fellow con merchant, suffers from 
the very same ailment. Arthur Hous- 
man, playing his usual drunk, is 
Scho. 


The Crime Nobody Sa 


and Fea- 
Coleman Renny 
Directed by Chas 
Adapted by Bertram Millhauser 
play by Ellery Queen and Lowell 
Brentano, At Central, N. Y week April 5 
'27, double bill, Running 60) mins. 
Nicholas Carter lew Ayres 
Kav Mallory Ruth Coleman 
Horace Smith .occeeeeeees Renny Baker 
Babe ..cccvcaccecsevcceces Kuge 
Dr. Brooks . Colin Taples 
Robert Mallory lloward CC, Hickman 
Suzanne Duval... .Vivienne Osborne 
Burke .... ‘ Robert Emmett O'Connor 
William Underbill “ae Jed Prouty 
Ambrosia ches . Hattie MeDenald 
John Atherton 


production release, 
Lew Ayres, Ruth 


Engene Pallette 


Paramount 
tures 
Baker, 
Barton 
from 


dunit. ‘Danger, Men Working,’ which 
folded after out-of-town tryout last 
season. Simplified and cut, but other- 
| wise ‘t’s little altered. Killer is easily 
spotted and pic doesn’t hold interest. 
Bottom shelf dualer. 

Three chump playwrights, having 
| collected $500 advance for mystery 


meller, gather in an apartment to 
| write the play. Drunk from across 
|the hall enters and does passout. | 


| Trio of scribblers pretend souse is 
| dead, summon men he’s blackmailed 
and accuse them of the murder. 
| While they're playing. cops, some- 
body actually bumps off the drunk. 
| Just as the real gendarmes arrive, 
murder is solved and playwrights 
have the idea for their play. Or so 
they think. 

Scripting of Bertram Millhauser 
has done little fo enliven the origi- 


nal for film uses. Story is still static, | 


action never moving out of adjoin- 
ing apartments except for 


| but camera jumping back and forth 
| between the apartments is clumsy 
}and confusing. Direction doesn’t 
point the action noticeably. 
Performances, generally. are bet- 
ter than the material, but that’s 
|about all. Looks as though Lew 
| Ayres, Eugene Pallette and Benny 
| Baker figured this assignment was 
| just one of those things and were 
ltrying to get through it quickly. 
| Ferdinand Gottschalk. as the produ- 
cer bilked out of $500, is the only 
| one whose characterization has re- 
| ality. Hobe. 


THE MIGHTY TREVE 


Universal release of Val Paul production, 


Features Noah Beery, Jr.: Barbara Read 
and “Tuffy.’ Directed by Lewis D. Collins. 
Sereen play by Albert R. Perkins, Marcus 
Goodrich and Charles Grayson, from Albert 
Payson Terhune novel, ‘Treve’, Camera, 
Jerome Ash. At Mayfair, N. Y., April 1, 


"87, double bill. Running time, 68 mins. 





eS es eS 
RROUE aac asvocwaeddeesired Barbara Read 
Uncle Joel sccssssasces Samuel S. Hinds 
| BEE. DOVES .cccccdcsesess Hobart Cavanaugh 
| Mrs. Davie coccccscesss Alma Kruger 
By. REPUTETUUOVTLEL TIT Julian Rivero 
BN, So dtceigg ss 46 donscsanwns Edmund Cobb 
Hifhens® cccsscccccsccceses Erville Alderson 
WEUNOD oeccetcccercdosceucssesis Guy Usher 
BEGVG 6 60 6 0006606 0806 060446464 00088 Tuffy 





Producers, director, cast and cam- 
era have portrayéd a gripping pic- 
ture of a dog's devotion in this sim- 
ply conceived and projected human 
yarn. ‘The Mighty Treve’ ‘will be 
| satisfying for the family spots but 
| for the most part will have to gather 
major laurels-on double combos. It 
has no name for the marquee. In 
such category, however, it may build 
from word-of-mouth and at least 
rate a kindly slap on the exhibitor’s 
back for getting away from routine. 
There's no doubt about the sterling 
|; manner in which all concerned have 
| grasped the spirit of Albert Payson 
Terhune’s tale of a shepherd dog 
that acts with almost human intel- 
ligence and devotion. Casting of 
‘Tuffy.’ a trained canine, in the title 
role of Treve, the shepherd dog which 
understood steepherding better than 
men, goes far in making the film 
intriguing. There is no stilted action 
or phoney acting such as so often 
|; Mar animal features. 
| Plot is a straightforward recital 
|of a wandering youth whose prized 
| pet is ‘Treve,’ though a trained par- 
rot and an intelligent he-s> -'! 
his pals. The shepherd dog's ability 
to control a flock of sheep wins the 
|lad a berth on a ranch despite the 
objections of the cantankerous uncle 
who bosses the place with his pretty 
niece. Interest is focused on the ef- 
forts of this uncle to get rid of the 








animal, in the youth’s grief when 
the dog disappears after winning 


laurels in a dog show, and in the 
climax when the shepherd is accused 
of attacking sheep. 

Director Lewis Collins’ ability to 
invest audience interest in such a 
simple tale bespeaks nice talent. The 
three crucial episodes have been 
| developed with an eye for gripping 
| Suspense, with the dog's life at stake 
| twice through no fault of its own. 
| Dialog is run-o’-mill. Photography 





rates bouquet for Jerome Ash, es- 
pecially dog scenes. 
‘Tuffy’ is practically the star of 


this vehicle. Noah Beery, Jr., either 
along appreciably or he 


etter understood his role than on 


ne Pallette 





Miniature Reviews 


_ ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA). Kip- 
ling legend about a boy and his 
‘lephant pal. Tedious and thin. 
Will need pushing to get fair 
grosses. 

‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ (20th), 
Weak derivation from _ the 
Wodehouse character, destined 
strictly for the duals. 

‘The Crime Nobody 
(Par). Weak dualer. 

‘The Mighty Treve’ (U). Grip- 
ping thriller of dog’s devotion, 
designed for family trade and 
dualers. 

‘Westbound Mail (Col). 
Charles Starrett western, good 
enough to taper the duals. 


Saw’ 











out. He portrays the 
animal-loving youth without going 
| overboard on the 
| Samuel S. Hinds 


recent times 


contributes a sin- 


cere picture of the fussy old uncle. | 


Barbara Read, a sprightly ingenue, 
iis adequate. Hobart. Cavanaugh 
| makes something of a bit. Others 
| who run true to type include Julian 
| Rivero, Alma Kruger, Guy Usher, 
| Edmund Cobb, and Erville Alderson. 

Boosting this as a Terhune dog 
story should help. It will get the 
juveniles, dog lovers and grown-ups, 
especially in family houses. Wear. 


WESTBOUND MAIL 


Columbia production 
Charles Starrett. 


and release. Stars 


Features Rosalind. Keith. 


Directed” by Folmer Blangested, Adapted by } 
Francis Guihan from story by Peter B 

Kyne; camera, Benjamin Kline At 

Chaloner, N, Y.. April 3, "37, double bill. 

Running time, 57 mins, 


i a neg i6 . Charles Starrett 
Marion Saunders .......+.. Rosalind Keith 
Cee - TT | ns so s20ek euros Edward Keane 
ME Geccesiavereceetbaan Arthur Stone | 
Steve Hickman .......- ; Ben Weldon 
Bull POONSY. o00.06 ssiseses .... Al Bridges 
BHM se ccsvesccsevsecececese George Chesebro 
A BROtY ceccccsscctivcsssccsesevees Art Mix 


three | 
momentary shots of negligible value. | 
Story’s simplification helps slightly, | 


Pretty good saddle picture to taper 
the duals. It offers romance and 
action and makes 
steer off the familiar formula by 
substituting a race between mule 
teams and hitched horses to the 
timeworn saddle horse contests. 


Charles Starrett is somewhat stiff 
as a dashing law enforcement of- 
ficer but in the main he is suffi- 
ciently personable to win the interest 
of most of the fans for this type 
of sagebrush drama. Rosalind Keith 
as the heart interest may be a little 
rigid in her country girl perform- 
ance but that doesn’t hurt. 

Starrett is a disguised peace of- 
| ficer who accidentally meets Miss 
Keith, postminstress, and then, as 
| her mail-coach driver, manages 
apprehend the band of 
thieves who had been holding 
the mails so consistently. There's 
enough horse trotting to satisfy the 
strongest western fan and enough 


Eee 


ers. 
The camera work 





this is, the photography is above par 
and deserves an approbatory smack 











| horse operas, Republic has done a 
| pretty fair job with ‘The Three 
Per great a picture that seems 
likely to please nabe audiences. If 
| the succeeding episodes in the cow- 
boy cycle pack as much action, plus 


right. Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan 
and Syd Saylor are a_ personable 
trio of mesquiteers in this rough- 
riding tale of cowpunchers and ex- 
service men vieing with nefarious 
ranchers in the west. 

Veterans, discharged from a mili- 
tary hospital after the World War, 
| journey to the plains as homestead- 
|ers. They meet unscrupulous oppo- 
| sition from cattlemen, but Livings- 
| ton and Corrigan, local cowboys, 
|help them combat the baddies. This 


the range on a motorcycle, form a 
quick-shooting partnershir that out- 
wits the enemy at every turn. 

A dash of romance is provided by 


the sister of one of the vets and 
the film is swiftly paced without 
being overburdened with originality. 
Livingston and Corrigan are hand- 
somely heroic enough to delight 
femme fans, and Saylor is an okay 





sentimental side. | 


a fair effort to} 


to | 
western | 
up | 


gunplay to appease the action seek- | 


is worth extra | 
mention. For the brand of film which | 


because of some of the shots, in| 
closeup. Shan. 
.- 
The Three Mesquiteers 
(WITH SONG) 

Republic release of Nat Levine-Sol C. 
Siegel production, supervised by Mack V. 
Wright, Features Bob Livington, Ray 
Corrigan, Syd Saylor. Directed by Ray Tay 
lor. Screen-play by Jack Natteford, from 
original by Charles Condon, based on 
idea by William Colt MacDonald: camera, 

| William FP. Nobles; music, Harry Grey: 
editing, William Thompsen and Murray 
Seldeen, At Chaloner, N. Y., one day, 
April 1, "37. Running time, 60 mins. 
0 RR ORE Ee Robert Livingston 
MG: 28x e4s weve reteeertn Ray Corriga 
DAD adévseerctcccdcdéecades Svd Saylor 
Dn  sreheeae d eoeedue cua s Kay Huches 
+ 24i4 460s bose nens 1 PP. MeGowan 
Pe CbtS0e« CAVES po eed eee souk eae Al Bridges 
DD 6.ibboaedeseseseeeneese Frank Yaconelli 
ME BSSC400 094 0c Ces ehwadeweas John Merton 
Se S0OR eo ehene ds ¢neeeqnads & Gene Marvey 
DL CtbAne rane cdevecsavees Milburn Stone 
ME O0ehas 6440 b0d46646420%4% Duke York 
DEEL At G66 6a0-dd4 00 seéuee Nena Quartaro 
WUE @axQeccevedassecced 624 Allen Connor 
As the first in a new series of 


laughs, as this one, they will do all | 


pair, together with Saylor, who rides | 


saan 





foil, with a comic style that clicks. 
At times he suggests Leon Errol. 
Kay Hughes is nice as the girl, and 
the veteran, J. P. McGowan, is an 
effective heavy. 

Ray Taylor has directed the pic- 
ture with plenty of pace, with the 
usual fight and chase sequences in 
the western tradition. Final fade- 
out reveals the three mesquiteers 
riding off in search of new adven- 
tures, setting the scene for other 
films in the series of eight. Camera 
| work is good. but lighting and sound 
| could be easily improved. Recording 
of an interpolated song by Gene 
Marvey leaves much to be desired. 
Rowl, 


LAWLESS LAND 


Ww. 





Republic 
duccion, 


release of A. 
Directed by Albert 
Johroy Mack Brown. Story 
{play be Andrew Bennison; 
Greenhaleh; editor, s Rov 
Arena, N Y., double bill, 
Runaing time, 60 mins. 
MOMs bcc eb coecdncones Johnny Mack 


Vacccvecccccccceceseces Louise 


Hackel 
Ray. 


pro- 
Stars 
and screen 
camera, Jack 
Luby At 
April 1-2, ‘37 
Brown 
Stanley 
Adams 
Rivero 
Murphy 
BUR. wc cccderevessceses TUTTir cent Frank Ball 
BIOTA o o.0:9 6006806000600 b00% Edward Cassidy 
LOlita.cccccescccccccessccesess Ana Camuargo 


Cactus-country celluloider, 
the Star State Ranger who rides into 
the slap-board town, solves the usual 
series of murders and gets the gal. 
It doesn't stack up too strongly. 

Doesn't have a great deal of action 


for a western, and the lightweight 
plot has been stretched till it grows 
tedious more than a few times. 
Johnny Mack Brown’s’” monicker 


may mean more than a mite on the 
marquee, and will probably offset 


the pic’s quality in many a house. 
Brown does o.k. in the rubber- 
stamp role of the rugged Ranger. | 


Louise Stanley, a WB contractee, 
makes a very pretty love interest, 
|and her acting is all right. Her coif- 
fure is especially fitting for a cow- 
girl, and oats opera contemporaries 
might well duplicate it. Ted Adams 
is the expected slim, sleek, pencil- 
mustached heavy; he sneers well for 
ja large hiss response. Horace Mur- 


|phy is a good comedy type for a 
|; mustang meller, but his material 
| creaks. 


Script not so good as run-of-mine: 
direction up to snuff. One lack in 
the film is a lickity-split, hair-lifting 
chase. Bert. 


Wenn Die Musik Nicht 
Waer 


(‘Liszt’s Rhapsody’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Casino release of Tobis production. 
tures Paul Hoerbiger. 





Fea- 


Directed by Carmine 


Galone. From novel, ‘Der Kraft-Mayer,’ 
by Ernest von Wolzogen: camera, Reimar 
Kuntze. At Casino, N. Y., week April 2, 
‘37. Running time, 90 mins, 

| Plorian Mayer .i..ccccccce Paul Hoerbiger 
Konsul Rurmeester ...... Willi Schaeffers 
Mrs. Burmeester ,.eccccee.s.. Ida Wuest 
THOMOND 6c vcsicccbasseebedocs Karin Hardt 
Hlonka Badac® ..cccccccess Sybille Schmitz 
re FOU 4004 cecessacscecs Harry Hardt 
to eo PPPs eer Luis Rainer 
Countess Tockenburg..Annemarie Steinsieck 
1 Orchestra director ........... Herta Worell 
Ce ee eer Josephine Dora 
Frau Stoltenhagen .......... Emy Wyda 
Kusimitsch vy, Prsehitschkin, 

Hubert v. Meverinck 


(In German, No English Titles) 

This type of hop, skip and jump 
j; costume film belongs to the pro- 
ducing period of those years imme- 
diately prior to the talker era. Ex- 
cept, of course, that this is a lingo 
picture. It is inconceivable that it 
can make much of a b.o. inroad 
anywhere. ‘Wenn die Musik Nicht 


| 
| 
| 


Waer CIf There Weren't Any 
Music’) is being exploded in this 
Yorkville stand is ‘Light’s Rhap- 
sody.’ 


Franz Liszt's rhapsodies supply the 
musical and story motif. Liszt him- 
self is among the characters of the 
picture. He looks like a sort of devil. 
Disregarding the average standards 
of a screen-going public, the picture 
slides and skips from silly romantic 
moments to the fantistically serious 
music interludes with Liszt. 

There is no cohesion to the action 
and, while the love strain of the 
| film is in sight more or less con- 
stantly, the surrounding situations 
and action jump without intelligent 
sequence from one scene to another. 
This at times causes the action of 
| the picture to run ahead or behind 
| the story. 

Story purports to relate how Liszt 
_influenced the spirit and mind of 
;one of his pupils. Florian Mayer 
| (Paul Hoerbiger) is that 
'shown at the start, 
| to the daughter of a couple of bulky 
Teutonic types. Parental objection 
| puts Mayer out of the running in 
favor of a villainous competitor. 
Mayer, a staunch student of Liszt, 
meets up with a femme of mixed 
/modern and Victorian breed, who 
| gets him to Liszt's attention. After 
| this, Liszt handles both the romance 
and the music in complacent man- 
ner. 

Interiors are interesting. but ex- 
| teriors don’t comply with the period 
background of the film, and the cos- 





tumes of one or two of the cast 
clash in similar respect. 
| One tune in the film is a Hun- 


| garian folk song, sufficiently tune- 


having Livingston fall in love with | ful and pleasingly rendéred. 


Paul Hoerbiger is a pretty good 
actor, but he has to shoulder too 
much responsibility herein and the 
direction doesn’t seem to have aid- 
ed him. Histrionic performances 
of the others is not much. Shan. 


about | 


pupil, | 
a piano tutor | 


i 
| A little circus oompah from 


————— 


DER HERRSCHER 

(‘The Sovereign’) 

(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, March 22. 


Tobis Cinema release of ‘Tobis Magna 
Thea yon Harbou, Curt J. Braun presuc. 
tion, Directed by Veit Harlan. Adapistion 
from Gerhart Hauptmann’s play ‘Beinre 
Sunset’; artistic supervision, Emil 4; Ne 
nings; camera, Werner Brandes, Gunther 
Anders. At Ufa Palast am Zoo, Kerlin 


March 17, '37, Running time 107 mins. * 


Mathias Clausen.....e.+....Emil Jannings 


MP MIRBOMNE sc ccccdnccedécccs ces Paul Wikner 
POUR. ccvessccocceccocss Maria Koppenhoter 
DEE + 0s 6 bb db. 0 6 66. dancese annes Stelzer 
Bettina. .ccccccccscees ee eeeeee Hilde Korher 
PURI 6 0b0% 6088600500668 Fes Kathe Hasek 
MAOUNTOER cs chthés cect icces Herbert Hugner 
inken Peters. cccecccccece Marianne Hon e 
teiger Srrrry Cevcesecccesecce:. Max Gulstortt 
Gres We GREMGs Scccdccecéeceec. Walter Werney 
Hanefeld Trey Cate eee Oe Harald Paulsen 
| Winter.cccccccescceccesecss --.-Paul Bildt 





(In German) 


Season's outstanding German pro- 
|duction. It is not only the first in 
| line for the annual film prize here 
|} but is also headed for world distri- 
bution. Jannings again lives up to 
his name, still the heftiest for Teu- 
tonic marquee. And though the 
fulcrum of every scene, he is not left 
| to carry the thespic burden alone. A 
| cast of exceptional ability was picked 
| to support him. 

Film starts off with a burial scene 
which ranks among the most ef- 
fective and daring of film history, 
| Through untold footage only rain- 
beaten umbrellas are to be seen end 
| the droning voice of the minister, 
mingled with the sobs of the bereft, 
| heard. Shots of feet fidgeting in pud- 
dies, lowering of the coffin and faces 
of those who have come to mourn 
the passing of Matthias Clauscn’s 
wife are shown. And within that one 





|scene the character of each role is 
| set. 
Clausen, a business man of the 


self-made variety, suddenly face to 

|face with death, becomes reflective 
for the first time of his life. He sees 
his children as parasites, gobbling up 
riches as he amasses them. 

;} His resolve to live life while there 
is still time is followed by falling in 
love with his secretary. When the 
children hear that the two have gone 
off to Italy they decide on a des- 

|perate step to preclude a second Mrs. 

| Clausen as heir to the fortune. They 
| file a petition requesting that their 
|father be placed under guardian- 
j;ship. When he learns this. pent-up 
| resentment breaks loose. He slashes 
| his wife’s portrait, hurls costly ce- 
ramics to their doom and denounces 
his family in a rage that is on the 
fine edge of insanity. His final re- 
venge on the whole lot is his will, 
which leaves everything he owns to 
the state. This last, together with. 

a few more propagandistic refer- 

ences to the State, are the picture's 

| weak points. 

It is rather hard to understand 
why Marianne Hoppe was chosen to 
| pair with the star, unless it was be- 
cause of her posing, which smacks of 
the Hepburnesque, but doesn't 
achieve the same effect. Hilde Koer- 
ber, as. the neurasthenic daughter, 
contributes a very interesting inter- 
pretation. Kathe Haack, as her sis- 
ter, looks and acts effectively. But 
of the femmes, the laurels go to 
Maria Koppenhofer, who knows her 
theatre. 


Paul Wagner, as Wolfgang, the eld- 
est son, makes with this, his first 
screen performance, a decided place 
for himself, while Hannes Stelzer, as 
the younger brother, suffers from 
the part’s indecision. Walter Werner 
and Paul Bildt carry force by re- 
pression, while Herbert Hubner 
brings in a few sorely needed 
touches of lightness. 

Picture is an excellent transfer 
of the morbid Gerhart Hauptmann 
play, ‘Before Sunset.’ But in this 
transition it has remained 100‘ the- 
atre, for the accent in the film is 
| also placed on the acting, with prac- 
| tically everyone of the cast w.k. on 
the Berlin boards. 


CIRCUS GIRL 





| 
| 





Republic release of Nat Levine produce 
tion. Stars June Travis, Bob Livingston, 
Donald Cook. Directed by John Auer, from 
screen play by Adele Buffington and Bred- 
ford Ropes; story, Frank R. Adams: caine 

| era, Jack Marta; editor, Lester Orlebeck. 
| At Liberty, Lincoln, Neb., dual. Running 
time, 64 mins. : 
J 8. MRE PPP reer rere ree. June Travis 
See DOOMUU ye cdobeecaciass< Bob Livingsten 
CROFIES POTOMO ss cccésccsciuce Donvld Cook 
Ebay toe 604466000400 Betiv Cempsen 
Slippery......, rsveines Charles Murray 
RRP rrr rr Lucille Osborne 
png oe, REE Tre eoeee.. Donald Kerr 
PC + 7 Sekacescaesseses coeers Emma Donn 
| PS Hinks twty.0 ¥oab domes s o¥4 John Wray 
See eae Jobn Holland 
PF iba dS 6s édeebiekss Kathryn Howard 
| Originally a Cosmopolitan mag 


story by Frank R. Adams, ‘Circus 
Girl’ turned out very dull film fare. 
| Will need ali the dual support it can 
| gather and will be mostly relegated 
| to the small type in ads or go anony- 
|; mous with the tag ‘plus second fea- 
| ture.” Makers were deliberate in 
| slimming its enances—doesn't have 
|the traditional circus music, cant 
|catch a calliope note anywhere. 10 
on of big top from the outside, 
etc. 


Cast, as far as general marquee }* 
concerned, is of little strength. Cat 
' sequences look like Mabel Stark of 
‘the Al G. Barnes show, although un- 
| billed. Aerial stuff is credited to the 
'Escalante family, well known in ¢!!- 


'cusdom 


ine 
band would have helped a whole Jot. 
Barn. 
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FOR VALOR | 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
GFD release of Capitol-Cecil production. 
Stars Tom Walls, Ralph Lynn. Directed by 
Walls. Stery, Ben Travers; camera, Phillip 


“Tannura, At Piccadilly, Londen, March 16, 


*37. Running time, 04 mins. 


Doubleday ‘ 
Charlie Chishelm weteseess 20m Welle 
Major Pyke} ccccccces eaiph Lran 


Willie Pyke 


Phyllis Chisholm ..........Verenica Rose 


Clare Chester...... peersesees+-2008 Marion 
Mr. Gallop ......+- eoeee-..eubert Harben 
Inspector ....+ee++eeee+-Henry Longhurst 
Fowle ..---seeceevee ce teeree Gordon James 
G@hester ..... eee eeee cevecees Reginald Tate 
Prison Governor... ...s.+6 »..-Evan Thomas 
General ..cccccrcoces eocsccees- Atam Napier 
Barmaid eoscseeesevees eepeces Joyce Barbour 
Stafford ooocsnerseesesseecaes Remilly Lunge 
BoMcitOP ococccsssceessevccesess Basil Lynn 
Mutler ccc ccsecccesscece Walter Lindsay 


Best vehicie yet for the team of 
Walls and Lynn, with not quite so 
much farce in it, and splendid char- 
acterizations by the pair in dual 
roles. Lynn plays a doddering old 
soldier and is almost unrecognizable. 
Picture is a cinch locally, and has 
sufficient laughs and plot interest to 
warrant booking on Broadway. 

Story is overlong and complicated, 
but with cutting and interpolating 
one explanatory speech, should at- 
tain speed and clarity. Opening dur- 
ing the Boer War, Tom Walls as 
a cockney soldier saves the life of 
monocled Major Pyke, who insists 
on reporting his bravery, despite the 
other’s reluctance. He tries to get 
the man fhe Victoria Cross, inscrip- 
tion on which reads, ‘For Valor.’ 
He only succeeds in getting his sub- 
ordinate sent back to England, as 
he is a man wahted by the police, 
under many aliases. 

Ralph Lynn, as the grateful Major, 
is still trying.to trace his protege. 
While touring a prison for likely 
reeruits for the orld War, un- 
earths him, and offers toe bring u 
the crook’s son with his own grand- 
son, thinking his own gentle Willie 
will influence the other for good. 
Years pass, the good little boy has 
been corrupted by the older one. 
who is sitting pretty with ill-gotten 
wealth, a lovely wife and two chil- 
dren, while Willie languishes in 
prison. Grandpa, nearly in his dot- 
age, is housed by the successful 
scoundrel and told his wandering 
boy is doing well in America. 

Refreshing change from the usual 
bedroom complications of earlier 
Ben Travers’ comedies, and a prac- 
tically straight 1 :rformance by 
Wallis, who usually specializes in in- 
nuendoes. His sly old scoundrel] is 
a good dramatic eontrast to his 
rendering of the clever, ruthless 
financier, while his partner gives 
his usual nitwit performance, in 
addition t. the aged role. 

Women have very little to do, but 
do that well, and the general sup- 
porting cast is excellent. Direction 
and production are smooth. 





Hetenkint Egyszer 


Lathatom 


(‘I May See Her Once a Week’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 
Budapest, March 24. 
Globus production. Directed by Sandor 
Szlatinoy. Scenario, Karoly Noti; based 
on story by Mikos Lerincz. Camera, An- 
Vidor. Cast: Zita Percel, Piroska Vas- 
zary, Marta Lendvay, Miezi Haraszty, 
Gere Maly, Julius Kabos, Lajos Cardonyi. 


Except for one or two praise- 
worthy efforts, the standard of Hun- 
arian comedies is sadly deteriorat- 
ing. Stories are inane, laughs cheap, 
and technique stagnant. Good actors 
are used for silly and stereotyped 
parts. Second-rate gags take the 
place of dramatic action. Comedians 
are the only redeeming features. 

‘Onee a Week’ is even below that 
average. Story has to do with a 
young painter who falls in love with 
a girl, pupil at a strict boarding 
school where male visitors are taboo. 
In order to see her, he poses as her 
uncle. When the real uncle turns 
up, there are the obvious complica- 

ons. 
No wonder producers complain 
that Hungarian picture proceeds 
barely cover expenses, if they insist 
on feeding to the public stale lemon- 
ade of this type. Jacobi. 


HOFKONZERT 


(‘Court Cencert’) 
(MUSICAL) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. 





Stavs Marta 


Eggerth, Directed by Detlef Sierck. Music 
Edmund Nick. At 86th Street Garden. 
N. Y., March 26, '37. Running time 0 
Mins, 
See Marta FEggerth 
Walter OS eh0sne06ereenses Jobannes Heesters 
Serenissimus 00 ecteseseouseae Otto Tressler 
Minister of State.........- Herbert Huebner 
Col. Flumms.......... Rudolf Klein-Rogge 
Countess Hadersdorff........ F. von Platen 
vant « CHD'6 0060050200 ba 60 Ernst Waldow 
Pas vcees be de8 i Vikas oness0see Hans Richter 
Babette Satishdéaeaeds Ingeborg v. Kusserow 
NT CESGads 6b 00s 00eaes eceeee Alfred Abel 


MOMS. .ccccccocccccccccccccessAWa Wanla 





(In German, with English Titles) 

A couple of years ago, Marta Eg- 
Berth was the top femme draw on 

€ continent; today she’s just an- 
ot er German film star. Her voice 
is still as fine as ever, and she’s still 
Genet’ but stories and produc- 
d i ike the present one explain her 
€cline. ‘Hofkonzert’ might have 
a good musical in the ante- 
because then it would 
ave had delicacy and a 
As is, it is handicapped 
” heaviness and stodginess. 
Eggerth is spotted as a 
‘/hose mission in life is not 


_ Miss 





so much to sing as to find out where 
and who her pappy is. She is in- 
vited to the royal court to sing, and 
there discovers that the king himself. 
a sweet and kindly soul, is her 
father. Johannes Heesters, the 
Teutonic version of a handsome man, 
is the young officer in eourt who 
falls in love with her at first sight. 

lls 1S spun out in rather sheen 
fashion through 90 minutes, but with 
a constant overhanging cloud of 
elephantiasi.. That goes for produc- 
tion and acting. Miss Eggerth is the 
best actress in the cast, and she’s a 
better singer. Music is very pleas- 
an, but none too original, with no 
song item of lasting memory. 

Ufa evidently thought this one 
might have a chance to get out of the 
regular limited channels for German 
films in the U.S. so decorated it vith 
English titles (too many of them). 
it won’t help. Kauf, 





MIDNIGHT TAXI 


20th Century-Fox release of Milton Ti. 
Feld production. Features Brian Donlevy, 
Frances Drake, Alan Dinehart, Sig Ru- 
mani, Gilbert Roland. Directed by Kugene 
Forde. Story, Borden Chase; adaptation, 
Lou Breslow and John Patrick; editer, Al 
De Gaetano; camera, Barney McGill. At 
Central, N. Y., week March 27, '37. Run- 
ning time, 69 mins. 
Cee SURGE oc sccedon ocean Brian Denleyvy 
CE MO doce daSecadéddow ice Frances Drake 
PetMp Giricktand....... 2.00. Alan Dinehart 
SE SIG. 90 0 640 20s a cw saws a eae Sig Rumann 
Flash Dillion.,..... , ...- Gilbert Reland 
Lucky Tedd........ errr Hareld Huber 
3. W. McNeary.. -.+.+.Paul Stanton 
Erickson..... Lon Chaney, Jr. 
ny ee, «skadgeaededens Russell. Hicks 
GRU 's 6t200 06) sstascoasses Kegis Toomey 


A ‘B’ pic in the meller division 
which concentrates on action and 
suspense rather than production ex- 
cellence, cast and settings, the result 
being double feature entertainment 
that provides able support for the 
No. 1 booking. Off the main stems 
‘Midnight Taxi’ will pull through 
satisfactorily on a single bill 

Milton H. Feld, one of the newer 
Hollywood producers, turned the 
picture out, with Eugene Forde at 
the directorial controls. Feld hasn’t 
spent a lot of money, nor has he 
gone far afield for talent, but in 
Brian Donlevy, Frances Drake et al., 
the casting leaves nothing to be de- 
sired. The photographic work of 
Barney McGill and his crew is more 
outstanding than other features in a 
production way, the night, fog and 
water scenes having been very ably 
lensed. 

Story of Borden Chase, originally 
published in a magazine, deals with 
the efforts of a Federal man, dis- 
guised as a taxi driver, to run down 
a band of counterfeiters whose group 
includes the girl he falls for. The 
yarn, well adapted by Lou Breslow 
and John Patrick, moves along at a 
good gait, never faltering at the vari- 
ous turns nor in the stretch. It takes 
various accepted liberties in devel- 
oping action and romantic interest, 
but most serious of these is the fact 
that the counterfeiters take their taxi 
nemesis ino confidence too readily 
and are astoundingly free with con- 
versation over phones. 

The plot is meaty in a melodra- 
matic way, and down to the last bite 
maintains suspense admirably. Game 
of hide and seek between the coun- 
terfeiters and police furnish ground- 


work for a lot of action. 


Donlevy and Miss Drake make a 
good team. Former turns in the bet- 
ter performance. In the supporting 
guard are such seasoned players as 
Alan Dinehart, Gilbert Roland, Sig 
Rumann, Harold Huber and Regis 
Toomey. Latter makes his masque- 
rade of a woman quite believable. 
Laughs are mild and elock under a 
half dozen. Char. 


Galloping Dynamite 


Ambassador release of Maurice Conn pro- 
duction. Stars Kermit Maynard. Features 
Ariane Allen, John Merton, David Sharp, 
Stan Blystone. Directed by Harry Fraser. 
Suggested by James Oliver Curwood story; 
adaptation, Stanley Lowenstein and Jess 
Duffy; screen play, Sherman Lowe and 


Charles R. Condon; music, Connie Lee; 
camera, Jack Greenhalgh; editor, Robert 
Jahns. At Kiva, Lincoln Neb., dual bili. 
Running time, 57 mins. 

WOU VORLTULEEIE LUT Kermit Maynard 
RD, a 6 te Se bsescnhs acca eipaess Ariane Allen 
NL nnn. ge 42 desk ns 60's ON 6K OS John Merton 
WHTMOD. co ccc ccsececccssescese David Sharpe 
BOD, 6.606656 cc esrasevewens Stan Blystone 
3 SUREEET ELE .eeeee- art Dwire 





Kermit Maynard’s version of the 
J. O. Curwood yarn, ‘Mystery of 
Dead Main’s Isle.’ is the usual brand 
of western. Plot concerns itself 
with a ranger’s attempt to find the 
murderer of his brother. Gold, not 
cattle, is the root of all evil this time. 

Maynard handles himself well, puts 
up a convincing front, and fights 
like he means it. John Merton, 
made meaner by two weeks’ growth 
of beard, villains in the accepted 
fashion, flanked by David Sharpe 
and Stan Blystone. The femme lead, 
Ariane Allen, is not a bad looker, 
and her talk moments are light and 
infrequent, so she gets by oke. 
Dwire. liar de luxe, goes comic and 
gray for an oid man role. 

Camera shots generally good. All 
the running bits were accomplished | 
without duping the scenery. Kids 
will go for ‘Dynamite.’ Has plenty 
of rough and tumble and some com- 
edy. Maynard pulled a smartie when 
filling in the ‘must’ music. He didn’t 
sing, he just played the guitar, which 
he .must have figured was low 
enough occupation for a guy sup- 
posed to be a hard-boiled ranger. 


L’AMORE CHE CANTA 


(‘My Song of Love’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


(MUSICAL) 

World Pictures Cerp. production and re- 
lease. Stars Tito &Kechipa. Directed by 
Marie Bennard; music by Dan Caslar. At 
Miami, N. Y¥., week March 28, '37- Run- 
ning time, 7S mins. 

BEEP See ee -Tite Schipa 
SN a A 5d EAS 4 dk ws 04.0 6A ORR eeE Milly 
MEMO. TRODR sonic cc's ... Camillo Pilotte 
Ee eer Pere F, de Filippi 
ge eee r ee -uiseppe de Filippi 


(In Italian, With English Titles) 

Farcical background, which at 
times becomes unbelievably fantas- 
tical, serves here to project the -un- 
doubted voeal talents of Tito Schipa, 
of Met opera fame. Picture over- 
comes thin plot and unseemly actions 
by giving plenty of the tenor’s su- 
perb vocals and by never permit- 
ting action to drag. While some of 
the carrying-ons may be difficult to | 
down, there is always something 
happening even if the censors have 
clipped here and there. 

More attention has been paid to 
production than usual in features of 
this sort. Cast has been well picked 
and ably directed. Picture is sure 
box office for Italian neighborhoods, 
and the Schipa voice may carry it 
into some of arty houses. 

Fable has been designed so that 
the opera star may burst into one 
of his numerous operatic arias on 
slightest provocation. It shows how 
a scheming young man cashes in on 
a femme cabaret manager's belief 
that he has an excellent voice. It is 
really Michael's (Schipa) singing 
that she hears; apparently they use 
mirrors to fool her. At any rate, 
he is employed to warble in the 
night spot where he wins such ac- 
claim (because Michael hides behind 
a nearby curtain and sings for him) 
that an operatic manager wants him, 
as does a rich man’s daughter. Lat- 
ter indicates her desire, via English 
title that reads ‘Papa, buy me that 
man.’ 

However, there are the usual 
farce complications winding up on 
the sixth or seventh aria as Michael 
discloses the whole deception and 
appears on the big opera house stage 
to grab the plaudits of the packed 
house. Finale shows him taking two 
encores, with the picture suddenly 
going travelog to flash typical scenes 
of Italy’s terrain as he sings. 

Tito Schipa is given plenty of op- 
portunity to indicate the range and 
rich quality of his voice. He also 
does surprisingly well as a cinema 
actor. Dan Caslar’s score fits nicely 
into progress of the story, and is 
well chosen. Guiseppe de Filippi 
plays the fake tenor for laughs and 
manages to be a convincing phoney. 
F. de Filippi, as his secretary, is 
funny only part of the time, with his 
facial gyrations. Michael’s sweet- 
heart is billed simply as Milly. Ca- 
millo Pilotto is satisfastory as the 
impetuous cabaret manager. Wear. 


THE FROG 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, March 24. 





GFD release of Herbert Wilcox produc- 
tion, Stars Gerdon Harker. Directed hy 
Jack Raymond, Based on Edgar Wallace's 
novel, ‘The Fellowship of the Frog’; 
adopted from play by lan Hay. At Pic- 
eadilly, London, March 23, ‘37. Running 
time, 75 mins, 

Méymenms TE. . ccc cc ccc ceee tyordon Harker 
CER ANGI GND vs 0-4 65 0 cts cards Jack Hawkins 
Philo Johnson ...... poedeee Esme Percy 
ee GED, 84-64 0d0-0:40:00 . Fetix Aylmer 
BEGHR_ PORMO sc iisisaisccnscs Vivian Gaye 
er EES aS e wo 80 cv ores Richard Ainley 
Joshua Broad ...... osesecceenem Baaeey 
Chief Commissioner ...... . Gordon McLeod 
BA GED Gcccccccciacce Carol Goodner 
i Ge BD 2b cas sccnesse cane Cyril Smith 
John Maitland .......... Julian Mitchell 
BRON 2nb.074660804080080004 Harold Franklya 


Just about a year ago a dramatiza- 
tion of Edgar Wallace’s book, “The 
Fellowship of the Frog,’ was pro- 
duced in London, and those present 
at the premiere regarded it as good 
pop-priced entertainment, but noth- 
ing sensational. It is still running 
and breaking records for.the house. 

Picture follows rather closely the 
stage version, with several of the 
players recruited from it, but is not 
convincing. With the Wallace name, 
however, it should prove a tremen- 
dous draw here, and using the novel- 
ist’s name in the billing in the U.S. 
it could be put over as a good sec- 
ond picture. 

It is a mellow and merry sort of 
melodrama—one of those things that 
baffles Scotland Yard and enables 
a mysterious gang to commit mur- 
der, blackmail, robbery and a few 
other crimes. 

No one outstanding 
beyond Gordon Harker, 
ing the role he created 
version. It’s a_ typical 
ture—with its nativity 


in the cast 
who is play- 
in the stage | 
british pic- 
accented. 


Jolo 


Trenta Secondi d’Amore 
(‘Thirty Seconds of Love’) 


response in this theatre, the dialog 
seemingly is packed with maximum 
laughter. Lacking English titling, the 
picture will not mean a thing to 
anybody except those versed in the 
native tongue and all its idioms. No 
amount of translating into the 
Americanese would help it for typi- 
cal U. S, theatres because it is over- 
flowing with words and _ surfeited 
with lack of action. 

To assist it in Italian-ianguage 
theatres, the producers have dressed 
the picture up well, supplying nice 
background music, suitable garb for 
the principals and have chosen char- 
acters with rare discrimination. 

The feature follows the stage tech- 


intestinal fortitude is made up 
banter and sharp exchange of 


of 
wit 


and sly innuendoes between the 
seven principals. This dialog pours 
forth in great gusto, seldom being 


interrupted by more than a shift in 
close-ups or walk across the room. 
This, obviously, would handicap it 
before majority of American audi- 
ences, but it is worth noting that 
Director Mario Bonnard has mas- 
tered the art of dialog direction — a 
distinct step forward for Italian film 
makers. 

Elsa Merlini, who has been starred 
in other Italian films, indicates more 
promise in this production than in 
recent efforts. Aside from a couple 
of stupid camera shots, she gains 
photographically and histrionically. 
Probably the director deserves 
praise for this though the competi- 
undoubtedly figured prominently. 
Nino Besozzi is a handsome lover, 
and vies closely with her for top 
honors. Another strong supporting 
role is that of the dentist, portrayed 
by Enrico Viarisio. Wear. 


Deputy from the Baltic 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, March 6. 

Leningrad Film Studio production Di- 
rected by Zarkhi and Heifetz. Screen play, 
Rakhmanoy and Dell, 

(In Russian) 

Role of the intelligentsia in the 
Russian Revolution is the new note 
struck here. New, because this is 
the first time a member of the Rus- 
sian intelligentsia has been starred. 

Central figure is a Russian scien- 
tist, Clement Timiryazev. Despite 
his 75 years he is one of the first to 
ally himself to the revolution. Pic- 
ture owes much to the young actor, 
Cherkasov, who is splendid in the 
role of the aged professor. 

a bleak autumn day in 1917 
the old professor is shown reading a 
lecture to sailors of the Baltic Fieet, 
taking the place of his pupil, fright- 
ened away by the revolution. 

In another striking scene the pro- 
fessor and his wife are at home wait- 
ing for their guests. It is a happy 
occasion for the professor, who has 
just finished a major scientific work: 
it is also his 75th birthday. But they 
do not show up, these scientific col- 
leagues of his, alleging that he has 
sold himself to the Bolsheviks. Tele- 
phone rings. It is Lenin, inquiring 
about the old scientist’s health, ask- 
ing whether he needs anything. 
Lenin, however, does not appear on 
the screen. Only the voice at the 
other end of the telephone conveys 
the idea. 

Much praise belongs to Directors 
Zarkhi and Heifetz for their excel- 
lent handling of the scenario. It is 
a vivid, human document of his- 
torical events of the period de- 
scribed. 


Week End Millionaire 


(BRITISH MADE) 





Gaumont-British release of Allianees pro- 
duction, Stars Buddy Rogers, Mary Brian, 
Directed by Arthur Woods, Scenarists 
Jack Davies Jr., Geoffrey Kerr, Max 
Kester; camera, Konald Neame At 
Chaloner, N. ¥., dual, one day March 25, 

7. Running Time, 62 mins. 

EEO posedverscdatatasebaeee Buddy Rogers 
SUZADRE secrerccsecccsccssceees MOFY isrian 
WOEVOUS 6655650 6040446640004 W. He. Berry 
Per errr John larwood 
PeEOOGE cos scsbheedsa 0025600062 Norah Gale 
PON. oi vedipecae tietedneaen te Billy Milton 
President Tritt ye Charles Carlson 
Hotel Manager....¢s..ceeed Aubrey Maltiatieu 
ND: 640 ate nb sabbiindda ces Verenica Rose 


This GB import adds no prestige 
to British film-making and the film 
will send back to England very little 
U. S. coin. The marquee values of 
Buddy Rogers and Mary Brian are 
no help here, since the film does not 


aid them much. 
Buddy Rogers, a French clerk, 
meets Miss Brian, while both are 


bent on reaching a bank to deposit 
some money. Miss Brian is a man- 


make a date. 


Rogers is carrying so much a 








(ITALIAN MADE) 


Nuovo Mono release of Conserzio Fia 
production } eature ke) Merlin Nino 
liesozzi, Kony > Via io. J te Mario | 
Bonnard, Story by Aldo de Benedetti; cam- | 
era, Carlo Montuo mt , Guido Bonnard 
At Teatro Cine-Roma N Y., week April 
8, °37. Ruoning time, G2 mir | 
Geagse <erece oe ‘ 6 . Elsa Mertlini | 
Young Man eae 5 Nino Uesozzi | 
Dr.. Tullio Siriani .. ae Enrico Viari 
Gertrude ..ccccccccscsece Mut wt Dagni | 
Family Lawyer ....c.0+6. lor I 
Hospital Doctor ,. >. ae t ] riy 
Grazia father . Gius ev 


(In Italian, No English Titles) 
Sufficient number of chuckles and 
abdominal la t wordy farce 


ehs in this 
to insure trim business with Italian- 








Barn. 





language houses. Based on hearty 


| depositing it, a 


a millionaire. For romantic 
netition, a brazen gal i 
togers. All wind 
he saved his firm’ 


com- 


money by 


in the meantime. 


Although the yarn is against a 
Paris background little effort ha 
been made to project the French 


atmosphere. 

Direction is off and playing on the 
whole is nothing for comment. 
straight British accent of the 
posedly French characters chokes off 
all dialog allure and_ reception. 
Neither of the stars impress in their 
French roles, either. Camera work is 
good enough. Shan. 


nique for farcical pieces in that its | 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 





—s 


Die Herren Vom Maxim 


(‘The Gentleman from Maxim’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 
Casine Films release of National Films 
production. Features Lee Parry, leo 
Slezak, Johann Richmann, Oscar Karlweis, 


Directed by Carl Boese; music, Oscir 
Straus, At the ®86th St. Casino, N. Y., 
week March 26, ‘ST, Running time, SS 
mins 

CeOUlia FROHIOR sé ices vecccsecetsxs Lee Parry 
Laura Pickhardt.............Manni Ziener 


Hans Volkman....... 
Werner Radke...... 

Ruebsam., 
Mimi nae 
kin s/chepaar,...... 


... Johann Riehmann 

. Oecar Karlweis 
Leo Slezak 
Vihrog 
Pehiner 


Trere .... Jessie 


coeae Kaethe 


(In German, No English Titles) 

This one is very late showing up; 
was first released in Germany in 
December, 1932, and print, technique 
of direction, acting, lighting, etc., 
show their age. The music of Oscar 
Straus is a great disappointment. 
There isn’t one whistleable tune; the 
oft reprised waltz is reminiscent of 
many of the better things the com- 
poser has done. But maybe he 
looked over the scenario and de- 
cided—rightly—that mot even a 
Chopin could overcome its draw- 
backs. 

Yarn is way out of length; its 85 
minutes could have been pared to 50 
and would have been better in that 
much of the dreary repetition would 
have been ridded of. 

Only bearable moments are when 
the whale-weight comic, Leo Slezak 
(father of Walter Slezak), cramps 
into the camera eye and lets loose 


: : | with his mugging and funny singing; 
tion from other members of the cast | 


Story much too light, lacking the 
body necessary even for frailest 
comedy. It's the one about the lad 
chasing the lass, getting her, then a 
misunderstanding that soon is ex- 


plained and waved aside for the 
fadeout embrace. ioe 

‘Die Herren Vom Maxim’ appears 
to be an orphan; it antedates Hitler 


and hence isn’t very welcome in the 
Vaterland. And where else in the 
world are Deutsch flickers popular 
today? Bert. 


NATION AFLAME 


Tetuyision release of Treasure Pic pro- 
duction. Features Noet Madieon, Lila 
Lae Norma Treivar, Douglas Walton, 
Harry Holman. Producer, Edward 
Halpern. Directed by Victor Halperin. 
story, Thomes Dixon; screen play, Oliver 
Drake: camera, Arthur Martinelli At 
Liberty, Lincoln, dual, Running time, 74 
mins. 

BaMGINO 2490000 0100000000008 Noe) Madison 
Bemm WUPEES ccs ceccncccrssseare Lila Lee 
Wynne Adame... .....556055 Norma Treiwar 
Towmy Franklin........ Douglas Walton 
DBOTAE 6446.0) 00600600,0000%04 Marry Holman 
BNETMAN cocvecscsevsoerons Arthur Singley 
WIRE cpscccicnebreervesesee Mart Hodgins 
{PPP TTT Tere Snub Pollard 
Walker bossesebd + séadsdiodeaeen Si Wille 
Campbell erccrcovacescceress Lee Bhumway 
BEL, 24 beds theo daite wee . Roger Williems 


Liberal borrowing from file and 
cycle masked out this film's chances, 
although it’s a healthier looking 
print than a great many of the in- 
die efforts. It’s another expose of 
the Black Legion, this time calling 
them the Avenging Angels. Also 
attempts to bring in the organiza- 
tion as a strike power and a po- 
litical machine on a national scale 
similar to the Klux days. 

Noel Madison, usually’ public 
enemy No. 13 or 14 in films, finds 
himself on top of the cast heap for 
once, of little interest at the b.o. Lila 
Lee, who saw her peak long ago, 
comes under him in the billing, al- 
though the camera follows Norma 
Trelvar and Harry Holman most of 
the time. 

Situation finds Holman jammed 
out of town with his cronies on a 
land deal which smacked of dead 
herring. Madison, fast on the 
words, conceives the idea of a se- 
cret society racket, and everybody 
gets in up to the eyes. Miss Trel- 
var throws herself to the lions to 
save the nation. 











nequin. The bank is closed so the two | 
Of course, the fact that | 


5,000,000 frances (of his firm’s money ) 
on him, makes him the subject of | 
boulevard gossip and he is taken for 


Not only does the story go over 
the same road for the third or 
fourth time, but so many mob scene 
files were used, the audience will 
almost expect to see Mussolini any- 
time. One laugh comes with Hol- 
man’s address to the relief people, 
there being no indication of a last 
year’s suit or a pair of overalls in 
the whole mob. Barn, 


PARK AVE. LOGGER 


KKO-Radio release 
man production. Stars George O' Dries, 
leatures Beatrice Roberts. Directed by 
David Howard; associate producer, Leonurd 


of George A. Hirlle 


Goldstein; adaptation and sereen play by 
Dan Jarrett and Ewing Scott from story 
by Bruce Hutchison; production manoger, 
Charles Hunt; photography, Frank B. 
(iood; editor, Robert Crandall; musical 
upervisor, Abe Meyer; assistant director, 
Cieorge Sherman, At Colonial, N. ¥., M h 
27, 'O7, dual bill, Running time, 65 mins. 
Grage Curves ooiscos és (ieorge OF Tirien 
| Peggy O'Shena......... atrice Roberts 
| Ben Morton. Willard Robes ym 
Paul Sanger. P ».Ward Pond 
k ; - Bert H lon 
Pere CUNTER. cccocsciasiaa ltoyd Ingroham 
Mat O'Sh George Kosener 
With a bit more hokum, this 
woods romance of the great out- 


sicked onto | 
up okay because | 
not | 
the bank went broke, | 


That | 


sup- |} 


doors would be a satisfactory knock- 
down-dragout thriller for double 
deckers. As it is now, ‘Park Avenue 
Logger’ has little sentimental anneal 
and rough stuff is just an appetizer. 


Story deals with young blueblood 
whose rich papa, unaware that his 
on is a sensational pro wrassler on 
the q.t., sends him to an Oregon 
lumber camp for toughening. Lad 
uneovers a plot to bilk the old man 
and to swipe the adjoining timber 
land from a beeootiful gal. The hero 
uses a little brains and lots of brawn 


to bat down the scoundre!s 
Not. O’Brien’s nor Director 
(Continued om page 29) 
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Advance Production Chart Studio Placements 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Production activity jumpd to 44 pictures last week, over 41 working the 
prvious week. Total of 10 pictures were shoved before the cameras, while 


only three were previewed. Survey shows 87 films are being edited, and 
86 ure being prepared for the lenses. 


Both 20th-Foxr and Warners have washed up their 1937-38 skeds. New 
20th releases will start about Aug. 1, when 12 pictures are expected to be 
ready. Warners production activity, with 13 pictures over the 1937-38 
schedule, is being slowed. Last week some 20 scriveners, directors and 
dialog mentors were given peremptory vacations. 





- 


Columbia 


Four in woik, 8 editing, 5 preparing. In work: “SHOOTING SHOW- 
DOWN,’ reported Variery, March 24; ‘BLAZING GLORY,’ reported March 
31. Started last week: 

‘ONCE A HERO,’ produced by Myles Connolly, directed by Harry Lach- 
man, screenplay by Ethel Hill and Harry Fergusson from Connolly Ss origi- | 
nal. Cast: Richard Dix, Fay Wray, Victor Kilian, Franklin Pangborn, | 
Granville Bates, Ward Bond, Charles Arnt, Billy Burrud, James Donlan, | 
Don Rowan, Arther Loft, Zeni Victori, Charles Brinley. ; 

Stery concerns cowboy picture star who loses his stuff when soundfilms | 
arrive. His leading lady ef the silent days forges ahead as the one-time 
hero goes down the ladder. Eventually an act of heroism in a real-life | 
bank robbery enables him to return to pictures, In the end, he meets 
with greater success than in the silent days. j 

‘WHITE HEAT,’ produced by Wallace MacDonald, directed by D. Ross 
Lederman, screenplay by John Rathmell and Owen Francis from the lat- 
ter’s original. Cast: Rosalind Keith, Don Terry, Nana Bryant, Marc Law- 
rence, John Gallaudet, Frank Wilson, Joseph Sawyer, Russell Hicks, Billy 

lict, George Pearce. 
"eee has ted girl inheriting a steel mill. Chief executive of the 
plant is trying to seli the entire outfit to a secret confederate. Young 
employee (hero) of the mill turns up with “yp ——— soepers of saving 
slant and tracks down the perpetrators of mill sabotage. : ae 
We nied to start: ‘WITH KIND REGARDS,’ ‘THANKS FOR NOTHING, 
‘MISS CASEY AT THE BAT’ and ‘TAXI WAR.’ 


Grand National 


Two in work, 4 editing, 12 preparing. In work: ‘SING, COWBOY, 
SING,’ and ‘BOOTS OF DESTINY,’ reported Variery, March 31, None 
started last week. 

Readied to start: ‘THE SHADOW,’ ‘WHISTLING BULLETS,’ ‘GOVERN- 
MENT AGENT,’ ‘SMALL TOWN BOY,’ ‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT,’ 
"MARKED MONEY,’ ‘SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY’ and ‘LOVE TAKES 
FLIGHT.’ 





“Metro 


Six in work, 9 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘A DAY AT THE RACES,’ 
reported Variety, Sept. 16; ‘BROADWAY MELODY OF 1937,’ reported 
March 3, ‘MADAME MALEWSKA,’ reported March 10; ‘THE EMPEROR’S 
CANDLESTICKS’ and ‘TOPPER,’ reported March 24. Started last week: 

‘THE THIRTEENTH CHAIR,’ general office production, directed by 
George Seitz, screenplay by Marion Parsonnet from play by Bayard Veil- 
Jer. Cast: Madge Evans, Thomas Beck, Henry Daniell, Elissa Landi, Dame 
May Whitty, Lewis Stone, Matthew Boulton, Janet Beecher, Ralph Forbes, 
Charles Trowbridge, Heather Thatcher, Neil Fitzgerald, Holmes Herbert, 
Robert Coote, Elsa Buchanan, Lal Chand Mehra, Louis Vincenot. 

Stery shows pal of Henry Danieil murdered, latter conducting an inves- 
tigation. He arranges a seance at the home of Holmes Herbert and calls in 
Dame May Whitty, Irish psychic. Daniell suspects Madge Evans, secretary. 
Thomas Beck is to marry her, but Daniell asks him not to announce the 
engagement until the next day. At the seance the psychic seats 12 people, 
asks that all hold hands and turns out the lights. At this point Daniell 








is stabbed in the back. Lewis Stone, inspector, is called in and also sus- 
pects Miss Evans. He discovers that she had visited the murdered man 
on the night of the first murder. He arrests her, but grants Dame May 
Whitty, Madge’s mother, a chance to unveil the killer. She plans another 
seance. Stone becomes suspicious, however, and arranges with Beck, 
seated next to the suspect, to put lampblack on his hands. During the 
seance, a knife drops from the ceiling and falls to the table. Lights 
are turned up and Stone looks at the suspect’s hands. He finds no lamp- 
black, which proves that the suspect had net been holding hands in the 
circle. 

Readied to start: ‘THE FIREFLY,’ 
*SARATOGA’ and ‘ROAD SHOW.’ 


‘ONCE THERE WAS A LADY,’ 





Paramount 


Seven in work, 9 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘HIGH, WIDE AND 
HANDSOME,’ renorted Variety, Jan. 13; ‘I MET HIM IN PARIS,’ reported 
Feb. 3; ‘MOUNTAIN MUSIC,’ reported March 17; ‘NIGHT OF MYSTERY,’ 
reported March 24; ‘ANGEL,’ and ‘HOTEL HAYWIRE,’ reported March 31. 
Siarted last week: 

‘MIDNIGHT MADONNA,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen, directed by 
James Flood, original by David Boehm, screenplay, Doris Malloy and 
Gladys Lehman. Cast: Warren William, Mady Correll, Robert Baldwin, 
E1ward Ellis, Nancy Clancy, Jofiathan Hale, Frank Reicher. 

Stery characterizes Nancy Clancy, 4, daughter of Mady Correll, an enter- 


- 








(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
io exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the. 1936-37 season. ) 

Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Preducers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... bi aewea 50 21 3 & 18 5 
Larry Darmour....... & 3 1 ea 4 a 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 44 16 2 4 22 12 
METRO a ae 48 20 5 9 14 10 
ee 4 2 1 “s 1 is 
PARAMOUNT ........ oa. ae 27 6 4 6 6 
B. P. Schulberg...... 8 2 - 6 1 
Emanuel Cohen ...... & 3 1 oe 4 1 
Harry Sherman....... 6 2 ee oe 6 2 
Frank Lloyd......... ae 1 1 ne ; 
BEKO RBADIO............ 39 1! 5 11 12 & 
David Loew........... 2 1 1 ae 
George Hirliman..... é 6 2 ee 4 1 
Sol Lesser... sen eaeh 3 1 . 2 1 
gi) Freer 56 15 1 i2 28 & 
a ae . %16 3 13 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 51 6 7 lever 9 
0 OP. 6 2 1 ea 3 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 2 1 1 3 3 
Walt.r Wanger........ 7 3 1 ee 3 1 
Selamick ....ccccccoece 5 2 1 oe 2 1 
EB. Berge? ..ccccccecce 1 os oe oe ° 
Criterion ...... YT TTT 2 oe ee =e ° 
Korda London.......-- 6 P ae a os 
UNIVERSAL .......+--2 44 16 1 11 16 4 
Buck Jones. ....<s++++5 x 1 es in 7 ne 
WARNERS see eereeeeere 66 51 7 15 13 ever 8 
Totals eereeeeeeneenaee 556 248 44 8&7 177 86 
14 ever 














tainer, as inheriting fortune from her grandfather. The tot’s father, Robert 
Baldwin, estranged from Miss Correll, plots to obtain the custody of the 
child through false testimony degrading the mother’s character, Warren 
William befriends Miss Correll and the child, and through them recovers 
his gambling luck. When the judge, Edward Ellis, awards custody of 
the baby to Baldwin, William forces the magistrate to accompany him 
into the underworld where the hired witnesses of the trial are unveiled. 
The judge reverses the decision, uniting Miss Correll and William, roman- 
tically. 

Readied to start: ‘ARTISTS AND MODELS,’ ‘EXCLUSIVE,’ ‘THIS WAY 
PLEASE,’ ‘TIGHTWAD,’ ‘FORLORN RIVER, ‘DOUBLE OR NOTHING,’ 
‘THE ASCENDING DRAGON,’ ‘LAST TRAIN FROM MADRID,’ ‘EASY 
LIVING,’ ‘NORTH OF THE RIO GRANDE’ and ‘RUSTLER’S VALLEY.’ 


RKO-Radio 


_Six_in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. In work: ‘TOAST OF NEW 
YORK,’ reported Variety, Dec. 23; ‘MISSUS AMERICA,’ reported March 
<4; ‘THERE GOES MY GIRL,’ and ‘TOMORROW’S HEADLINES,’ reported 
March 31. Started iast week: 

‘NEW FACES OF 1937,’ produced by Edward Small, directed by Leigh 
Jason, screenplay, Nat Perrin. Cast: Joe Penner, Parkyakarkas, Milton 
Berle, Harriet Hilliard, Lowe, Hite and Stanley, Patricia Wilder, Richard 
Lane, Jerome Cowan, Derry Dean, Lorraine Krueger, Bert Gordon, 
Thelma Leeds, Eddie Rio and Bros., 7 Laurias, 4 Playboys. 

Story is a comedy concering shoestring producer who sells 85% cf his 
show to one person, ard a similar amount to another. He purposely ai- 











Milton Owen, John Dilson, Harry 
Fleischman, Don Terry, Nana 
Bryant, Richard Curtis, Raymond 
Turner, Roger Gray, L. J. O'Connor, 
Charles Phillips, ‘White Heat,’ Co}, 

Eddie Cobb, Charles Hamilton 
Robert Walker, Merrill McCormick: 
George Chesebro, Hank Bell, Wijl- 
liam Patton, Wally West, Dick Rush, 
Walter Downing, Lee Prather, 
Claire McDowell, ‘Shooting Show. 
down,’ Col. 


Don Eddy, Lillian Tours, Norman 
Willis, Tom Chatterton, Beatrice 
Curtis, Cyril Ring, Don Brody, Eddie 
Featherstone, Irving Klein, William 
Lally, George Magrill, Milton Carter. 
Robert Farfan, Allen Mathews, 


Ron 
Wilson, ‘Once a Hero,’ Col. 


June Wood, Bob Tolley, Dan- 
|dreydge Sisters, Jackson Brothers. 
| Society Steppers, ‘With Kind Re- 
gards, Col. 


Doris Anderson, 
Moore script, Col. 
Leslie T. White, treating ‘Wayward 


untitled Grace 


| Girl,’ Col. 


Glenn Tryon, Armine von Temp- 
ski, collabing script on latter's story 
‘Honolulu Honeymoon,’ GN. 


Edward Snyder, directs, ‘Small 
| Town Boy,’ GN. 

Douglas Dumbrille, E. E. Clive. 
King Baggott, Ramsay Hill, Olaf Hyt- 
ten, Lionel Pape, Clarice Sherry, 
Leonard Carey, Bill Dooley, Mike 


tempts to produce a flop by tearing down the good acts and bolstering | 


the bad ones at the same time. However, one lad grabs off $20,000 from his 
gal friend to preduce the show. The producer eventually skips, leaving 
his stooges to carry the revue through successfully. 

‘MEXICAN QUARTER, produced by Robert Sisk, directed by Lew 
Landers, original by Tom Giil, screenplay by Lionel Houser. Cast: John 
Beal, Armida, Harry Carey, George Irving, Leona Roberts, J. Carrol Naish, 
Marjorie Lord, Bill Corson, Paul Fix, Clarence Wilson, Max Wagner, 
Walter Miller, Paul Porcasi, Dick Kramer, Charles Murphy. 

Story describes John Beal, Broadway playboy, who lands on a ranch 
to stabilize himself. He buys an interest in it and is recuperating when 
he falls in love with Armida, Mexican, which turn of events causes his deb 
fiancee to bring the lad’s parents to the west in an effort to disrupt the 


romance. Yarn develops a war between the two gals, involving numerous 
battles between cattle rustlers. Wasnup shows the Mexican gal winning 
out. 


Readied to start: ‘YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE, ‘SHE 
SUPPER’ and ‘MAKE A WISH. 


Republic 


One in work, 12 editing, 8 preparing. 
DAY,’ reported VAriery, March 31. 

Readied to start: ‘COME ON COWBOYS, ‘IT COULD HAPPEN TO 
YOU’ and ‘RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Seven in work, 7 editing, 9 preparing. In work: ‘THIS IS MY AFFAIR,’ 
reported VAkirry, Feb. 24; ‘SHE HAD TO EAT,’ reported March 17; ‘LOVE 
UNDER FIRE,’ and ‘ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN,’ reported March 24 and 
‘ESCAPE FROM LOVE,’ reported March 31. Started last week: 

‘SING AND BE HAPPY,’ produced by Milton Feld, directed by Henry 
Lehrman, original and screenplay, Ben: Markson, Lou Breslow and John 
Patrick. Cast: ‘Tony Martin, Leah Ray, Dixie Dunbar, Allan Lane, Berton 
Churchill, Joan Davis, Helen Westley, Andrew Tombes. 

Story concerns band leader whose father is in the advertising business. 
Musician comes home to take up his place in the ad biz, falls in love with 
a gal whose dad is head of a rival ad agency. Yarn revolves around the 
rivalry of the two outfits, both of them trying to grab off a big account. 
Lad learns his father had pulled some dirty work in his endeavor to cinch 
the contract and tosses it into the lap of his fiancee’s dad; follows the 
romantic clinch, etc. 

‘IT HAPPENED OUT WEST,’ produced by Sol Lesser, directed by How- 
ard Bretherton, novel by Harold Bell Wright, script by Earle Snell and 
Harry Chandlee. Cast: Paul Kelly, Judith Allen, Johnny Arthur, Leroy 
Mason. 

Story depicts Paul Kelly, secret operative of a large eastern trust com- 
pany, sent into Arizona in attempt to prevent Judith Allen, heiress, from 
putting a lot of coin into a ranch. He insists the locale is wrong, pointing 
out various reasons. However, instead of giving up, she installs new 
equipment, makes it outstanding in the countryside. He has knowledge 
that silver mines are located on the land, but eventually it ends o.k. 

Readied to start: ‘ISLAND IN THE SKY,’ ‘RINGS ON HER FINGERS,’ 
‘LAST YEAR’S KISSES’ and ‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN.’ 


United Artists 


Three in work, 1 editing, 5 preparing. 


SANG FOR HER 





In work: ‘DANGEROUS HOLI- 











In work: ‘THE PRISONER OF! 


| ZENDA,” reported Variery, March 17, and ‘VOGUES OF 1938, reported 


March 24. Started last week: 

‘STELLA DALLAS,’ produced by Samuel Goldwyn, directed by King 
Vidor, screenplay by Victor Heerman and Sarah Y. Mason from Olive 
Higgins Prouty novel. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, John Boles, Anne Shir- 
ley, Alan Hale, George Walcott. 

Story is a remake of the UA release of 1925. 

Readied to start: -‘HURRICANE, ‘LET ME LIVE,’ ‘52 SECOND ST.,’ 


‘STANDIN’, ‘PERSONAL HISTORY,’ ‘DEAD END’ and ‘GOLDWYN 
FOLLIES.’ -_——- 


Universal 


One in work, 11 editing, 9 preparing. 
reported Vanirry, Feb 3. No new pictures started last week. 
Readied to start: ‘LOVE IN A BUNGALOW,’ ‘ARMORED CAR,’ ‘4 


COVER THE WAR,’ ‘100 MEN AND A GIRL’ and ‘HEATHER OF THE 
HIGH HAND, 








In work: ‘THE ROAD BACK,’ 


Warners 


Seven in work, 15 editing, 8 preparing. 
MARINE,’ reported Variery, Jan. 27; ‘ONE HOUR OF ROMANCE,’ report- 
ed March 3; ‘THE DEEP SOUTH,’ reported March 10; ‘LIFE OF EMILE 
ZOLA,’ reported March 17; ‘LADY LUCK,’ reported March 27, and ‘EVER 
SINCE EVE,’ reported March 30. Started last week: 

‘DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by 
Bobby Connolly, original and screenplay, Ear] Repp. Cast: Dick Foran. 
Anne Nagel, Eric Portlend, Willard Parker, Granville Owen. 

Story is laid in prison camp in old Indian territory, crooked sheriff being 
the only law of the land. A dam is being constructed on the Red River 
and in order to obtain the proper amount of husky laborers, the sheriff 
arrests travelers promiscuously-and sentences them to work on the dam. 
Dick Foran, after an absence from the territory in Montana for some 
time, returns, is immediately framed on a murder charge, is sentenced 
to work on the construction job, escapes with some of the other prisoners 
and forms the ‘Devil’s Saddle Legion.’ His father’s ranch has been appro- 
priated illegally, the owner killed. Foran puts his gang on the killer’s 
trail and ultimately reveals evidence to convict the sheriff. 

Readied to start: ‘THAT CERTAIN WOMAN,’ ‘GENTLEMAN AFTER 
MIDNIGHT’ and “THE PERFECT SPECIMEN.’ 


In work: ‘THE SINGING 


Tellegen, Francis Stevens, Otto Lang, 


| Felix Barnabe, Joe Mullata, George 


| Paris, 





Ed Keane, William Engle. 
Clarence Wilson, R@lio Lioyd, Paul 


Porcasi, Erville Alderson, Maude 
Turner Gordon, Vernon Downing, 
Agostino Borgato, Herbert Evans, 
Cyril Thornton, Géérge_ Kirby, 
Barlow Borland, Even Dennison, 
Charles Waldron, ‘The Emperor's 
Candlesticks, (MG). 


Carlos de Valdez, Alexis Davidoff, 
Dr. Ameen Fareed, Pasha Khan, 
Andy Jackson, Joe Peters, Charles 
Kamper, ‘Madame Walewska,’ MG. 

Cyril Thornton, ‘Night Must Fall,’ 
MG 


Harry C. Bradley, Paul Irving, 


| Albert Henderson, ‘Topper,’ Roach. 














| liam Burress, 


| Arnold, 


Fiske O’Hara, Barry McCollum, 
Roger Gray, ‘Parnell,’ MG. 


Manuel Alvarez Maciste, “The 


| Firefly,’ MG. 


Lionel Barrymore, ‘Saratoga,’ MG. 

Clyde Dillon, Franklin Parker, 
Jonathan Hale, Edward Ellis, Ed- 
ward Earle, Donald Kirke, Harry 
Tyler, Stanley Price, Joseph Crehan, 
‘Midnight Madonna,’ Par-Major. 

Arthur Hohl, Olin Howiand, Wil- 
Miranda Giles, Jack 
Clifford, Walter Soderling, Jim Tony, 
Edmund Elton, Sam Ash, Dick Rush, 
Rita LaRoy, Charles Arnt, Louis 
Natheaux, Charles Judels, Donald J. 
McKinney, Ward Bond, Walter 
Maher, Eddie Tamblyn, Estelle Et- 
terre, Irene Coleman, Arthur Stuart 
Hull, Phillips Smalley, Laura Tread- 
well, Florence Gill, Priscilla Moran, 
‘Mountain Music,” Par. 

Alan Birmingham, Roland Drew, 
William Demarest, Edward A. 
Brophy, Ralph Morgan, ‘The Ascend- 
ing Dragon,’ Par-Schulberg. 

Tito Guizar, ‘The Big Broadcast of 
1938,’ Par. 

Russell Hayden: Russell 
cameraman, ‘North of 
Grande,’ Par-Sherman. 

Twiller Midgets, ‘Exclusive,’ Par. 

Virginia Van Upp, screenplay 
‘Summer Romance,’ Par. 

Lillie Hayward, script ‘Adventure 
—With Music,’ Par. 

Ernest Wood, Lew Kelly, Dell 
Henderson, John Marshall, ‘High, 
Wide and Handsome,’ Par. 

George Sorrel, Jacques 
Gennaro Curci, Eugene Borden, 
Fernandon Garcia, Arthur Hurni, 
Albert Poulet, Jacques Jory, Fran- 
cisco Moran, Yola D’Avril, ‘I Met 
Him in Paris,’ Par. 

Ethel Clayton, Lee Phelps, Billy 
Rex Moore, Jack Stoney, 
Ran Hanford, Fred Wallace, ‘Turn 
Off the Moon,’ Par. 

Chester Conklin, Guy Usher, How- 
ard Mitchell, Mitchell Ingraham, 
James Donlon, Oscar Rudolph, Frank 
Rowan, Hayden Stevenson, Teddy 
_ Billy Arnold, ‘Hotel Haywire, 

ar. 

Phyllis Coghlan, ‘Angel,’ Par. 

Gunnis Davis, ‘Souls at Sea.’ Par. 

Harriet Hilliard, Bob Burns, ‘Radio 
City Revels,’ RKO. 

Frank Anthony, Jay Upson, Bobby 
Moore, Wesley Farrington, Kitty 
McHugh, Constance Bergen, Clyde 
Dilsen, Roy James, ‘Missus America, 
RKO. - 

Joseph Crehan, ‘All is Confusion, 
RKO. 

William Gould, Ed LeSaint, James 
Barnes, Gladden James, Allen Car- 


Harlan. 
the Rio 


Canaire, 


| ven, Joyce Compton, Virginia Car- 





roll, Gavin Gordon, Tom Coleman, 
Clarence Harvey, William Jeffrey, 
Malcolm Graham, Walter Murray. 


Jack Mulhall, Robert Brister, Tom 
O'Grady, Richard Kipling, ‘The Toast 
of New York,’ RKO. 

George Magrill, Duke Green, Alan 
Pomeroy. Gordon Carveth, Harvey 
Perry, Clyde Dilsen, Eddie Gribbon, 
‘There Goes My Girl,’ RKO. 

Ivy Keene, Art Thalasso, Frank 
Hagney, Reed Howes. John Morton, 
Bob Stevenson, Jerry Frank, Georse 
Lollier, Ralph Robertson, “Tomor- 
row’'s Headlines,’ RKO. 

Oscar and Elmer, radio team, Un- 
titled picture, Rep. 

Edward Cassidy, George Burton 
Willie Fung. Anne Bennett, “Come 


on, Cowboy,’ Rep. 
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y | (For a ae Sees and film exchange bookers, \ ARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
: the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
.. COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
] 
™ = ~- ——— aa —— 
. WEEK —_— 7 DOMESTIC); .... | WHEN 
: : . os : : 
OF re TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR | OR Bion REVIEWED 
¥ RELEA | FOREIGN 9 BY VARIETY 
t ale ty sande ‘aeteich i alnlaliadniiiaa ich = | cepacia | cement — ~ 
s ‘ 19/37 Maid of Salem F. Lloyd Par Drama Colbert-MacMurr: | D sti 3/1 
'- : 2/19, Last of Mrs. Cheyney L. Weingarten MG Com-D Crawf "i cam” = ven de cy | : eee : by 
% r rawford-Powell R. Boleslavsky | Domestic 95 2/24 
John snag A laaaaaae B. P. Schulberg Par Drama E.. Arnold-F. Larrimore R. Wallace | Domestic 81 2/24 
n , Sea Devils . FE. Small RKO Comedy P. Foster-McLaglen Ben Stoloff | Domestic 85 3/17 
e When's Your Birthday? D. Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown H. Beaumont | Domestic 77 3/24 
be Gambling Terror A. W. Hackel Rep Western | J. M. Brown S. Newfield Domestic 55 3/10 
n Paradise Express N. Levine Rep | Drama | G. Withers-D. Appleby J. Kane Domestic | 60 2/24 
. Off to the Race M. Golden 20th | Comedy J. Prouty-Summerville F. Strayer Domestic | 59 2/3 
- Wings of Morning R. T. Kane 20th | Dram: Annabella-Fonda H. Schuster Foreign 88 3/17 
Man Who Could Work Miracles Korda UA | “sekcqne . aie - te I sail os ‘ 2/9 
. | Comedy ! R. Young-J. Gardner L. Mendes Foreign 82 2/24 
Green Light Cosmo WB Drama kK. Flynn-A, Louise F. Borzage Domestic | 85 2/17 
a | Head Over Heels in Love | GB GB Mus " Jessie M: ith - s H ey p , al 84 2/17 
Everybody Dance Alliance GB men Cc iace-E TT. —" rs A | aba: 
: | fn = oe fereee a = = x cd Drama C. Courtneidge-E. Truex | C. Reisner Foreign | 
| 2/26/37 Law of the Ranger Col | Col ~ Western R. Allen ~ | §. G. Bennett Denestic | a ot) 4 ; 
‘e When You re in Love E. Riskin Col Musical G. Moore-C. Grant R. Riskin Domestic | 110 2/24 
Espionage H. Rapf MGM Drama E. Lowe-M. Evans K. Neumann | Domestic | 66 3/17 
da Borderland H. Sherman Par | Western | W. Boyd-J. Ellison 'N. Watt | Domestic | 78 
Park Ave. Logger G. Hirliman RKO | Outdoor | George O’Brien D. Howard Domestic 
re ee ee “ —— 20th | Drama McLaglen-Lorre G. Marshall Domestic | 86 3/10 
y coaren nr ol B — U Drama | G. Stuart-W. Pidgeon S. Salkow Domestic | 58 3/3 
| ae one — eat y WB | Comedy | B. Mauch-F. Craven-S. Byington W. McGann Domestic | 68 3/17 
—_———— = ee . - — — | —j}— ~ |-— — — - — 
_ | 3/5/37 rp eae ‘ mo — Col | Western | C. Starrett-P. Stratford L. Barsha Domestic | 
‘ uM aoe he ane c - ‘p enn Col Melodrama | P. Kelly-R. Keith Cc. C. Coleman Domestic | 62 3/10 
Murder Goes to College ar Par Mystery R. Karns-M. Hunt-L. Overman- C. Riesner Domestic | 77 Sl 
: : 7 L. Crabbe 
vs Hit the Saddle N Levine Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan M. V. Wright Domestic | 64 4/6 
“ ) cigs > dee a Rep | Com-Dr J. Travis-W. Livingston J. H. Auer Domestic | 64 3/24 
g ove Is News = al 20th | Comedy T. Power-L. Young T Garnett Domestic | 7 3/10 
e, Fire Over England A. Korda UA Snectac | F ‘ v: aes : * | F- ‘ 
eo Aeeng > | Spectacle F. Robson-":. Mas‘ey-L. Olivier W.K. Howard | Foreign 88 3/10 
ul Ready, Willing and Able WB WB | Musieal: | R. Keeler-Lee Dixon R. Enright | Domestic 93 3/17 
2 Y naga : a WB WB Drama | A. Dvorak-J. Litel F. McDonald Domestic | 64 3/10 
es ou Pa d — Now GB GB | Comedy = | W. Ferd-A. Lenise R. Walsh Foreign 
Ss; eee I avy Spy ie ae, _Condor ae GN | Drama { C. Nagel-E. Hunt C. Wilbur Domestic 56 3/24 
n, 3/12/37 A Family Affair a ya MGM Comedy | L. Barrymore-S. Byington _ G. Sietz Domestic 67 
Ss ; : ». ar? | | | 
Swing High, Swing Lew ” ornhlow Par Musical Lombard-MacMurray M. Leisen | Domestic 92 
ff, Grime Nobody Saw Par Par Mystery | L. Ayres-R. Coleman C. Barton | Domestic 60 1/6 
n, Don’t Tell the Wife R. Sisk RKO Comedy Merkel-Kibbee C. Cabanne Domestic 63 2/24 
es Fair Warning S. Wurtzel 20th Mystery J. E. Braumberg-B. Furness N. Foster Domestic 
% Land Beyond the Law WB WB Western D. Ferris. B. R. Eason Domestic 
] Romance and Riches __G, Klement _ GN Comedy Grant-Brian A. Zeisler Domestic 56 
2, 3/19/37 Personal Property J. W. Considine MGM Drama Maclow-Tavior he are W.S. VanDyke Domestic 84 
h. Trobule in Morocco Col Col Drama Jack Holt E. Schoedsack | Domestic 62 3/17 
m, Her Husband Lies B. P. Schulberg Par Drama Cortez-Patrick E. Ludwig | Domestic 15 3/24 
China Passage Cliff Reid RKO Drama Lee Tracy E. Killy Domestic 
he Get Along Little Dogies A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry J. Kane Domestic 
_Bill Cracks Down W. Berke Rep Drama J. Withers-J. Allen W. Nigh | Domestic 
G. Time Out for Romance M. Feld 20th Rom-Com C. Trevor-M. Whalen M. St. Clair Domestic 15 3/17 
ir, Her Husband's Secretary WB WB Rom-Com W. Hall-B. Roberts-J. Muir F. McDonald Domestic 61 3/24 
d- Bay Trouble in Texas E. Finney _ GN Western R. Ritter R. N. Bradbury Domestic 
ry ’ " pas —  emeneememes _ naman _—_—_ - — ——— — eee ee aD 
un 3/26/37 Maytime — H. Stromberg MGM Musical MacDonald-Eddy R. Z. Leonard Domestic 132 b/24 
’ Let's Get Married E. Riskin Col Com-Dr Denny-Lupino A. E. Green | Domestic 
il- Waikiki Wedding A. Hornblow Par } Musical Crosby-Raye-B. Burns F. Tuttle | Domestic | 88 a/31 
ck Quality Street P. Berman RKO Drama Hepburn-Tone G. Stevens | Domestic 85 
ae Trail of Vengeance A. Ww. Hackel Rep Com-Dr J. Travis-W. Livingston S. Newfield | Domestic 
Ky Seventh Heaven R. Griffith 20th Rom-Dr_ | Simone-Stewart H. King Domestic 100 3/31 
on a We Have Our Moments C. Rogers U Rom-Com Dunn-Eilers A. L. Werker Domestic 66 
J. v King and Chorus Girl M. LeRoy WB Musical Gravet-Blondell M. LeRoy Domestic 95 3/31 
tad we 23% Hours Leave D. McLean GN | Comedy | J. Ellison J. G. Blystone Domestic 70 
4 2/37 Man Who Found Himself C. Reid RKO Drama J. Beal-P. Huston-J. Fontaine L. Landers Domestic 
Motor Madness H. L. Decker Col Com-Dr D. Wilson-C. Quigley D. R. Lederman | Domestic 
on Racketeers in Exile Col Col Drama Bancroft-Venable FE. C. Kenton | Domestic 
in, Song of the City L. Hubbard MGM Drama J. Dean-M. Lindsay E. Taggert | Domestic 68 
, , Midnight Taxi M. Feld 20th Melodrama Dinehart-Donlevy E. Forde | Domestic 69 4/6 
W, History Is Made at Night W. Wanger UA Rom-Com Boyer-Arthur | F. Borzage Domestic 97 3/31 
= When Love Is Young R. Presnell U Rom-Com V. Bruce-K. Taylor H. Mohr Domestic 65 
id- Men in Exile WB WB Drama D. Purcell-J. Travis J. Farrow Domestic 56 
” : ; eer H. Wilcox GB Drama Nagel-Tracy H. Wilcox Foreign 
Silent Barriers i GB Drama R. Arlen-L. Palmer M. Rosner Foreign 82 3/31 
= — ag A nt B. Zeidman GN Rom-Com E. Linden-C, Parker D. Mansfield Domestic 
m . + rer by ra oe Ps. Finney _GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury Domestic 
ightning Cranda ; W. Hackel Rep _ Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield Domestic 
r. 4/9/37 Two Gun Law Col Col Western Charles Starrett L. Barsha | Domestic | _ 
, . J ¢ . 4 « : c PStIC 
ay Girl from Scotland Yard FE. Cohen Par Mystery K. Morley-R. Baldwin R. Vignola osnastis 
Too Many Wives W. Siskin RKO Rom-Com Shirley-J. Morley B. Holmes Domestic 
ire Soldier and Lady P. Berman RKO Com-Dr A. Wallbrook-E. Allen G. Nichols Domestic 
Jim Hanvey, Detective A. ©. Levoy Rep Mystery Kibbee-T. Brown P. Rosen Domestic 70 
ell Fifty Roads to Town R. Griffith 20th Com-Dr Ameche-Sothern N. Taurog Domestic 80 
ch, ae yor WB WB Melodrama Davis-H. Bogart L. Bacon Domestic 97 
The Go id R: icket Condor GN Melodrama C. Nagel-E. Hunt L. Gasnier Domestic 
“e, ee sans cate a - —_—-— — — —-— — - -- iaeemetheneeteee: - — _ , | ee 
en, 4/16 37 Guns in the Dark A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown S. Newfield Domestic 
ni, Romeo and Juliet I. Thalberg MGM Rom-Com Shearer-Howard G. Cukor Domestic 130 10/26/36 
in- Internes Can't Take Money B. Glazer Par Drama McCrea-Stanwyck A. Santell Domestic 
het ¥ ; Navy Blues B. Kelly Rep Comedy C. Purcell-W. Hyme. R. Staub Domestic | 68 
Step Lively, Jeeves J. Stone 20th Comedy Treacher-Ellis E. Forde Domestic 67 1/6 
lly Under the Red Robe R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom Foreign 
ey, Let Them Live _ E. Grainger U Drama J. Barrett-J. Howard-N. Gray H. Young | Domestic | 
wn That Man's Here Again WB WB Comedy M. McGuire-T, Brown L. King Domestic 60 
. Call Ita Day : WB WB Comedy De Haviland-lan Hunter A. Mayo | Domestic 
we King Solomon’s Mind GB GB Spectacle e, maotnee-S Young-P. R. Stevenson | Foreign 
mM, obeson | 
ink Two Who Dared E. Frenke GN Drama | Sten-Wilcoxon F. Frenke Foreign 
ldy Hills of Old Wyoming H. Sherman Par Western | William Boyd N. Watt Domestic 
re.’ Man in the Mirror J. Hagen GN Comedy | E. E. Horton-G. Tobin M. Elvey | Domestic 
* Outcasts of Poker Flat R. Sisk RKO | Comedy | P. Foster-J. Muir C. Cabanne |} Domestic 
ar, 4 23 37 Wake Up and Live K,. MacGowan 20th | Musical | Winchell-Bernie S. Lanfield Domestic 
dio It Happened Out West S. Lesser 20th | Western | P. Kelly-J. Allen-J. Arthur Sol Lesser Domestic 
I Promise to Pay D. R. Lederman Col | Drama | C. Morris-H. Mack-Carrillo M. Connolly | Domestic 68 3/3 
»by Night Must Fall H. Stromberg MGM Drama } R. Montgomery-R. Russell R. Thorpe | Domestic 
itty King of Gamblers R. Florey Par Drama | A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-C. Trevor Robert Florey Domestic 
wide Hit Parade N. Levine Rep | Musical | F. Langford-P. Regan G. Meins Domestic | 86 3/31 
at Elephant Boy A. Korda UA Outdoor W. E. Halloway-D. J. Williams R. Flaherty Foreign 81 4/6 
Ca, 
Tov of the Town L. Brock U | Musical D. Nolan-G. Murphy-H. Herbert | R. Murphy Domestic 
on.’ Night Key R. Presnell U | Mystery B. Karloff-J. Rogers . Corrigan Domestic 
Mountain Justice WB WB Melodrama G. Brent-J. Hutchinson M. Curtiz Domestic 
mes Killers of the Sea R. Friedgen GN Outdoor Cant. W. Casswell R. Friedgen Domestic 
pane Gun Smoke Range S. Siegel Rep Western W. Livingston J. Kane Domestic 
al 
‘are = Woman I Love A. Lewis RKO Drama Muni? Hopkins A. Litvak Domestic | 
ay , 4 30 ‘37 The Olid Soak H. Rapf MG Comedy W. Beery-J. Beecher J. W. Ruben Domestic ’ 
ray, Guardians of the Air Col | Col Action C. Quigley?M. Keith } C. C. Coleman Domestic 
rom Make Way for Tomorrow L. MeCarey Par Comedy V. Moore-P. Hall | L. McCarey Domestic 
oast Easy Going R RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey ete Domestic 
=F Escape from Love L. Landau 20th Rom-Com G. Stuart-M. Whalen E. Forde Domestic | 
ae A Star Is Born D. Selznick UA Rom-Nr. Gaynor-March W. Wellman Domestic 
“ y | Knight Without Armor A. Korda | UA Rom-Dr. Dietrich-Donat J. Feyder Foreign | 
Ae California Straight Ahead T. Carr U Action J. Wavne-L, Latimer A. Lubin Domestic 65 
' Slim WB WB Drama P. O’Brien-H. Fonda R. Enright Domestic 
; Shall We Dance? P. Berman RKO Musical Astaire-Rogers M. Sandrich Domestic | 
ank ii tcteniacictsssiigaed | : aa ienaien - “ a | 
ton, 37 26 A Day at the Races L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. S. Wood Domestic | 
ree Toast of New York E. Small | RKO Drama FE. Arnold-C. Grant R. V. Lee Domestic | 
nor Gun Lords of Stirrup Basin A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bobby Steele S. Newfield Domestic | 
As Geod as Married FE. M. Asher U | Com-Dr J. Boles-D. Nolan E. Buzzell Domestic 
un- Right Guy R. Cohn Col | Com-Dr P. Kelly-J. Wells D. R. Lederman Domestic 
. Prince and Pauper WB WB | Rom-Dr. E. Fivnan-Mauch Twins } W. Keighley Domestic | 115 
al P You Can't Buy Love | M. Cohen RKO | Comedy O. Stevens-H. Mack L, Landers Domestic 
| | | | 
l 
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Doings in D. C. | All Laid Out Selling Midnites Adjectives 

Washington. | Metro’s shorts’ Herb Morgan has | ° Greenville, S. C. Recently in sending in some same 

Top bally stunt of the Cap’s cur- drawn up a very doughty campaign | Desperation Edward Petite, manager Rivoli, | ples an exhibitor was moved to pro- 
rent flicker season was ‘History Is | for a two-reeler on cooking, ‘Penny |[ = $=——— some time back began putting on | test the adjectives used by the dis- 
Made at Night.’ Waiters Derby, | Wisdom,’ about to be released. | Cis Dita headin late Saturday night pic shows, begin- | tributors in their press books. “They 
tagged Friday (2) with total of 85| In the pic is ‘Prudence Penny,’ es Moines, April ©. ling at 10:45 p.m., and ending at 12|can't expect me to believe the pic. 
Socal tray-toters and equipment | who conducts a cooking column in | Harold Lyons, theatre man- || midnight to beat South Carolina | ture is half as good as they say it is, 
turning out to scram en masse down | the Hearst paper. That made for ager in Burlington, [a,, startled | Sunday blue laws. Petite runs Mon- | he wrote, ‘so why do they try to kid 
two blocks beside swank new Com- national tieup with Hearst sheets passersby this week with an | day’s film footage at this show. Idea | me? And yet his own advert'sing 
merce Department building. jin which column is syndicated, and unusual marquee billing, as fol- | was definitely poo-poohed by thea- | was so extravagant that his patrons 
Gag was exclusive tie-up between | promotion ads in same. lows: ‘Two features—neither i trical wiseacres in this section but |could not believe half of what he 
local RKO house and Daily News, | In a release to exhibs, Morgan one is any good.’ | adroit and gradual salesmanship now said,  icong hs Pe 3 making the 
but two other sheets came through has suggested a co-op section in Lyons reported no decrease | has this extra show a stand-up af- = os oO a pore = ae 
with stories and art on the scram- | newspapers when house is playing in attendance for the week. fair. t : gon nt a ; fh ogc = 7 a b . 
ble, which was plugged in advance | the:short. Suggestions are to get the Petite sold the patrons on the idea | the theory that they will not be be- 


sta- 


and broadcast by three local 
four 


tions and. drew cameras of 
newsreel companies. 

Stunt was conceived and staged 
by Hardie Meakin, local RKO man- 
ager, and Richard Harrison, UA ad- 
vance man on the pix. Pair con- 
tacted night clubs, hotels and res- 
taurants, most of which were cool 
to idea until News started carrying 
three-col. art on entries with em- 
ployer’s names. When race came off 
35 ‘spots were represented, several 
with entire serving staffs in full 
re“alia. 

Entry by Mayfair 
its 20 waitresses, in costume, resulted 
in special female handicap. Thea- 
tre also organized unemployed 
waiters’ feature, paying 15 runners 
two bucks per head. Men 
pitcher of water and gals full cock- 
tail glasses. Rules were trays must 
be carried shoulder height or higher, 
but when things began it was merely 
a matter of who reached the finish 
line first. 

Crowning aspect came when Good- 
year blimp soared over course with 
streamer ballying show’s title. Com- 
mander Lang was listed in papers 
as aero-judge. News had _ treated 
stunt as just another flicker gag. 
but when it built paper took Harold 
Phillips. crack feature man, off regu- 
lar assignmment to cover idea as 
pagze one copy. 

Faced with nothing on the mar- 
quee but Jessie Matthews, who is 
far from sock here, local hustlers 
concentrated on Gordon and Revel 
angle in ‘Head Over Heels In Love.’ 

Tack was that England had im- 
ported American song team to turn 
out ditties that would please U. S. 
public. By inviting 10 top dance 
batonists in Cap to attend opening 
show and providing them with bal- 
lots to vote for best number, house 
got both advance yarns and follow- 
ups on results. 


local gas-electric company, food 
firms, kitchen equipment § sellers 
|etc.. lined up for joint plugging 
of pic. 


cooking 


Restaurant of | 


Morgan has already arranged two 
national tieups, with Pyrex cooking 
ware and Estate gas ranges. Sug- 
gestions are for a lobby food display. 
with stuff promoted from stores, a 
newspaper contest on economically 
prepared meals, tieups with house- | 
hold-hints radio programs, sample 
food giveaways in house lobbies. 
schools in theatres before 
openings in a.m.’s 

Also outlined is idea of getting 
dept. stores to have ‘Penny Wisdom’ 


| shopping day, when buvers can get 


carried | 


bargains; and a ‘Penny Wisdom’ pro- 
motion stunt with banks, with the 
institutions, as a special, permitting | 
public to open accounts with a penny | 
instead of the usual $1, as a thrift- | 
encouraging idea. 

Other standard stunts outlined, 
such as store piling pennies in win- 
dow and having prize for patron 
estimating actual number of coppers, 
with the ‘Penny Wisdom’ motif used | 
promoting both store's scale of prices 
and the two-reeler. Outgoing pack- 
ages have stuffers inserted in ’em 
for added buildup. 

Another idea Morgan has worked | 
out is an advance teaser campaign. | 


Inside and little known slants of 
kitchen knowledge have been dug | 
up and given exhibs, with which 
patrons can be teased into seeing | 
short. | 

Statistical | 


Exhibitor with a tidy mind has for 


| @ year or more been building up a 


| sort of production 


‘morgue,’ which, 


| he finds helpful in selling new pic- 


| tures. 


| if they show promise. 


Maestroes went for ‘May I Have | 


The Next Romance With You?’ al- 
most unanimously. 


Song on Radio 
Detroit. 

Featured by a five-station broad- 
cast, giving excerpts and music from 
flicker, exploitation of ‘Waikiki 
Wedding’ (Par) by United Detroit 
circuit hit new highs in the field 
here. Included everything from a 
to z, and handled by E. J. Hudson, 
UD publicity chief. 

Half-hour program, over all major 
Detroit stations. WWJ, WXYZ. WJR, 
WJBK and WMBC, was aired at 1 
p.m. Sunday prior to opening at 
Michigan. Marked first time such 
an extensive, simultaneous hookup 
had been set for film bally. Broad- 
cast originated in studios of WXYZ, 
and employed a 30-piece ork, 16- 
voice ensemble, and imps of Bing 
Crosby, Martha Raye. Bob Burns and 
Shirley Ross. Built along trailer 
lines, prog presented just enough of 
flicker’s story for a come-on. In- 
cluded coupla tunes from pic, sung 
yY mimics. 

Another outstanding stunt was se- 
curing of space in Detroit's ‘$100,000 
display window’ in Capper & Cap- 
pers store, in heart of downtown 
retail district. Store, which rarely 
Permits outside displays. is passed 
i approximately 215,000 persons 

y. 


For the display, UD borrowed Bob 
urns’ bazooka from Par _ studios: 
placed beside it a life-size blowup 
of Burns photo, with a jumbo repro- 
uction of a wire from him to the 
Manager not to allow amateur musi- 
Clans or blacksmiths to experiment 
with bazooka. Large, hand-lettered 
card contained title of pic, names of 


stars, and announced its showing 
ane Mich. Surrounding central 
5 


R ay were photos of Crosby, Miss 
aye and Miss Ross. 





Made ’Em Sit Up 
Herb Copelan and Sid Blumen- 


oak. respectively zone and adver- 
sing managers for Warner Brothers 


in Atlantic City, pulled a hot one 
ae before ‘The King and the Chorus 
irl Opened at the Stanley there. 
pene ly it was just another four- 
ont tabloid-style herald, but the 


ing Weds’ followed by ‘Newlyweds 


Visit Atlantic City Soon.’ That 
pal eee was on the front page, 
safe ov plenty of room, and it’s 
Was ~ say that not a single copy 
ae Putting in the local 
punch was what gave it added 
al Distribution was along the 
trict, k and in the business dis- 
: 





He uses loose-leaf books and } 
assigns a page to every player above 
bit rank, and to some of these latter 
Each sheet is 
headed with the player's name and a 
line or two of biography, taken from 
various sources. Then follows a one- 
line entry of the player's participa- | 
tion in any picture, as: ‘Caught in the | 
Clouds.’ Plays the co-pilot, who 
slugs the heavy when he tries to | 
ground the plane.’ Each appearance, 
on the theatre’s own screen only, is 
similarly recorded. 

When a new cast comes in, the boss | 
prepares a production sheet for post- | 
ing in the inner lobby. Starting with | 
the stars, it mentions all of the play- | 
ers, with references to their more re- | 
cent productions, selling all of the 
players instead of just the stars. In| 
this way he keeps his patrons abreast 
of developments and, if the player | 
grows important, he has the full rec- | 
ord at hand. ! 

Pages are inserted in alphabetical 
order and are easily handled, one of | 
the girl ushers who can typewrite | 
being given charge of the book. ad 
not only provides ammunition for | 
advertising writing, but permits the 
ready answer to any inquiry about 
some particular player. Manager 
feels that in the past six months it 
has been much easier to sell a no- 
star cast on past performances and | 
to arouse interest in the up-and- 
coming actors against the time of 
their arrival. In addition to the play- | 
ing record, interesting facts are also | 
recorded, and help to build up the, 
lesser lights. | 

Sounds like a lot of trouble. but it 
isn’t, and anything that makes for 
player-interest is well worth the time 
spent. 


Sino-Jap Crisis 
Newark. 
When exploitation goes interna- 
tional it sometimes gets its feet en- 


| tangled. ‘Good Earth’ coming to the 


Shubert next week for a limited en- 
gagement is in the throes of ad- 
vance publicity with its attending | 
complications. 

To begin with, three Chinese girls 
were hired to distribute pamphlets 
and rice. They were given kimonas 
to wear, but promptly returned them 
to the manager, refusing to don them | 


'at any cost. They were label ‘Made | 


Page carried a gigantic ‘Ex- | 


in Japan.’ The three little maids 
went home for their own costumes, 


delaying the exploitation in the 
meantime. Next they delicately | 
'pointed out that the cherry blos- | 


soms in profusion all over the lobby 
are usually associated with Japan, 
and that the lotus flower, nowhere 
in evidence. was their native flower. 
Just then the improvised orchestra 
in the lobby struck up ‘Japanese 
Sandinan.” and the maidens scurried 
back to their work, hopelessly shak- 
ing their heads, 











Progressive Teaser 

Something new in newspaper teas- 
ers by Noble Arnold of 
the Durham, N, C., 
‘Three Smart Girls.’ 

Under a caption, ‘Here’s A Girl 
You'll Never Forget,’ Arnold ran a 
cut of Deanna Durbin, the first one 


was used 


Carolina, on 


|; showing only a comparatively small 


area of her face, but growing during 


the two weeks’ run into the full | 
likeness. Same cut was used, with | 
a router cutting away portion not 


wanted. Necessitated making a dozen | 
having a} 
that of | 


from 


less 


casts the mat, 
little routed out 
the day before. 


each 
than 


Sold It to Hearst 


Atlanta, Ga. 
Theatre managers know that 
Hearst papers have active promotion 


|men who are always ready and will- 
|ing to lend 


an ear to anything 
mutual benefit of the theatre and the 
paper. 

Earle Holden, of Lucas & Jenkins’ 
Capitol, never misses a trick along 
these lines. Last week it. was Jimmy 
Edmondson, once featured in Robert 
L. ‘Believe It or Not’ Ripley car- 
toon. 
unit show on Cap’s stage and Holden 
played him for all he was worth in 
Hearst’s Georgian. Since Edmondson 
is local boy, he was good for 2-col. 
pic, with nice story to go with. 


the 
exhibitor has that will tie up to the | 


He was with ‘Garden of Girls’ | 


by starting on one side of the town’s 


and 


main stem Piving all the em- 
ployees of store number one an An- 
nie Oakley for first of these shows 
Next week store number two got 
|the free ducats and so on up and 
|down the drag until he had every- 
| body telling everybody else that they 
| were going to the Rivoli’s late Sat- 
urday night show. Old man habit 
{now has ‘em and house is always 


la sell-out without anybody cuffing it. 

Fred Curadts, Rivoli, put on a novel 
campaign on second-run ‘Pennies 
From Heaven’ that sockoed pic into 
the blue chips. Curdts tied up with 
Hammor.d-Gover Company, dealer in 
G. E. Frigidaire, with a ballyhoo gag 
line that proved a wow. They sold 

the idea that ‘Pennies From Heaven 
a The Pennies You Save’ and then 
| 
| 


G. E. outfit proceeded to show how 
long their machine would run for a 
penny. All this 
lobby displays 
| throw-aways. 


Was 
and 


augmented by 


cleverly edited 


Five Riders 
Rochester. 
| Manager Walter Risley, Palace, 
|drew plenty of attention for ‘Michael 


feteche, eg with three men and two 
women in Cossack costumes. on 
horseback slowing traffic on the 
main stem during the noon rush 





| hours. 

Bally included special ads in Jew- 
ish, German and Italian’ papers, 
bookmarks in department stores, 10,- 
000 napkins, window cards, spots on 
all three radio stations, 18x25-foot 
banner on side of theatre. 








BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Galveston. 


Karl Hoblitzelle, president; 
O'Donnell, general manager, and 


some 200 Interstate executives of 
Texas and New Mexico will attend 
the opening of the new Interstate 
unit here May 13. The new theatre 
will be known as the Martini; thea- 
tre now being operated under that 
name, formerly the old Grand Opera 
House, will be known as the Dixie. 

Robb & Rowley announce plans 
for new $250,000 motion picture the- 
atre in 400 block on Chaparral street 
at Corpus Christi, work to start in 
two months. 

A new neighborhood house will 
also be built by these interests on 
Staples street in near future. 

West University Amusement Co., 
Houston, building 400-seat second- 
run picture house in 3600 block on 
University boulevard, Houston, now 
near completion. 


Los Angeles. 


Dave Boyd upped from Fox West | 


Coast booking department to man- 
ager of circuit's Cabrillo, San Pedro, 


Cal. He replaces Harry Denny, who | 


resigned to join 
sales force here. 
Glen Harper opening new 700-seat 
house in Fontana, Cal., June 1. 
. H. Pease erecting 750-seat film 
house at Exeter, Cal. 
Walter Morris has reopened Su- 


Grand National 


verba theatre, San Diego, after house 


forced dark three weeks ago because 
of film shortage. 


Atlanta. 


Tom Bailey has added No. 6 to his 


colored chain. 
Lenox theatre, 


250-seat 
been re- 


House is 
which has 


| modeled. He recently acquired Ritz, 


also 250 seats, in Decatur, Atlanta 
suburb. 

Weyman Boyles, exploiteer and 
emcee for ‘Lucky’ Teeter’s Hell 
Divers, critically ill at Piedmont 
hospital here. His heart has gone 
bad on him. 

Dave Prince, for 18 years local 


branch manager for Paramount, has 
resigned to go with UA as special 
sales representative. 
Columbus, O 

Climaxing 12 years of theatre op- 
eration, C. A. MacDonald has an- 
nounced the opening of the 
mont, a $125,000 suburban theatre 
in West Broad street here. The new 
Westmont is the fourth in MacDon- 
ald’s group of suburban houses, the 
Arlington having been completed a 
year ago. 


Lynchburg 


New smallie, to be known as The 
Bridge. planned for Bedford, Va. 


by Bedford Theatres, Ine. 


Rn. J. i] 


West- | 


Lincoln. 
is now owned by 
Dye, owner of the Neu, Ash- 
Deal was made with Senator 


Star, Callaway, 
G. W. 


land. 


Brega. Haycock retains an 

Harold Kalous has opened 
many years dark Kay, in 
Neb. 

Builder of the Sun, York, Neb., 
Charlie McCloud, died last week. 
He operated it until two years ago 
when it was taken over by Central 
States Theatres, Inc. 


the 


Philadelphia. 
Hundred dollar prize by Warne 


idea for ‘Midsummer Night's Dream’ 
was split by Ray O'Connell, of 
Grand, Lancaster, and Gerson Shali- 
ta, Grange, Philly. 

Capitol, grind, will be dismantled 
to make way for enlargement of ad- 
joining department store. Lot 
building were sold by Joseph Har- 
rison estate to J. B. Liebman for 
$170,000. 





Denver. 
who has an interest 


M.. P. 


Foster, 


in the Lode at Silverton, Colo., has | 


| leased two Colorado theatres 
Charles Diller, owner: 
Ouray, and the Nugut at Telluride. 

Dale Kline, recently part owner 
of the Alpine, is now managing the 
Plaza for Dave Cockrill, who re- 
cently took over both the Alpine 
and the Plaza. 


from 


Seattle. 
Jerry Ross, recently of Beacon, 
new manager of Palomar, succeeding 





| Gordon Craig, resigned. L. O. Lukan, | 


supervisor of downtown theatre foi 
Sterling, and former operator of na- 
borhood string, has resigned. Bill 
Forman pinch-hitting on the spot. 


Rochester. 

Schine interests reported negotiat- 
ing for the Irondequoit Masonic 
Temple with aim of remodeling it 
into a film theatre. Building is a 
two-story brick structure costing 
around $400,000. Present owners 
forced into financial difficulties by 
the depression. 


} Buffalo. 


Charles Boasberg, salesman in the 
RKO Buffalo exchange, moved up 


| to manager's chair here, succeeding 
|Tom J. Walsh. who quit to join 
| Comerford circuit in executive post. 
Walsh with RKO nine years. 


} 

| Spokane, Wash. 
Work on a new $100,000 theatre | 
| building will start within 60 days, 
iF. C. Weskil, president of Spokane 


Suburban Theatre Corp., announced 
this week. 


Bill Haycock, and his partner, R. E. | 
interest. | 


Sumner, | 


Bros. for manager's best exploitation | 


and | 


the Urayv at} 


lieved, so they double their claims in 


the hope that half will be ¢ :cepted. 
But that is not fooling the public, 
which knows from experience that 


most ads are exaggerated. 

It would be much better to make 
a moderate claim that will be ac- 
cepted by the reading public as fair. 
It has been done, and it has been 
found to pay, once the readers came 
to realize that the manager was of- 
fering a fair valuation of the picture. 
But it must be done regularly and 
sincerely. One manager, for exam- 
ple, has been using for years a de- 
partment in his house program 
headed ‘Inside Facts.’ It covers an 
analysis of the week's programs, pre- 
|senting the pictures in their most 
favorable light For example, one 
jrecent line read: ‘This picture is a 
bit below the average, but it gives 
Gertie Glamour the best chance she 
jhas had in months. She steals the 
;}picture, and her admirers will want 
jto see her triumph. For the others 
|the picture offers a couple of smash 
i\fights that will please the men, and 
ithe costuming is above average. 
| Don't come expecting too much and 
lyou probably will like this.’ 
Not very enthusiastic, but people 
| will not stop to kick on their way 
;}out because the picture is over- 
praised. And they are more apt to 
come, 


April Fooling 
Greenville, S. C. 
| Ed Petite, manager Rivoli, rang 
the ballyhoo bell again with exten- 
sive exploitation on an April Fool's 
Day program. Special program was 


| puffed up to the hilt and went on 
at 11:15 p.m., after regular day's 
run, Best build-up for ‘Fool's Day’ 


program was a throw-away with 
clever and compelling copy reading: 


‘If you wanna have a lotta fun at- 
tend our first annual April Fool's 
| prey ue at the Rivoli theatre Thurs- 


day Nite at 11:15. The entire staff is 
going nuts just to give you lots of 
fun! Our ushers may request you 
to find them a= seat! Our cashiers 
|} may refund your money and then 
| pay your admission! Our operators 
| may run the first part of the feature 
last and the last part first! The pic- 
ture? That's our secret! The stars? 
That's another secret! But we do 
| promise an A-l screen program. Riv- 
oli theatre.’ 

| Idea of house staff going haywire 
j at. a midnight performance seems 
| pliable enough to suit almost any 
), occasion, 

Meanwhile Dick Lashley continued 
| to publicize the Rivoli’'s (Wilbv- 
| Kincey) big sister, the Carolina, al- 


| though closed for repairs. Lashley 
laid it on thick in news ads all 
| through week of renovation as to 
|\‘What A Whale Of A _ Difference 


(Apologies to Chesterfield) 36 Hours 
| Has Made". And so on through weelc 
|he plugged redecoration and im- 
provements, from rest rooms to raft- 


ers, and here and herve slipping in 
a sly slug for reopening pic, Har- 
low’s and Taylor's, ‘Personal Prop- 
erty.’ 


But No Eggs 

Because of the early Easter, it was 
too cold for an egg hunt in Salt 
| Lake City, so C. M. Pincus, of the 
| Capitol, tied the Tribune in to a 
special Easter party the day before. 
About 2,500 children packed the 
| theatre, and the newspaper plugged 
the event for seven days in advance, 
with due mention of the feature, 
| ‘Seventh Heaven, 
An added attraction was the debut 
lof a children’s band, sponsored by 
the newspaper and a part of the 
Youth Administration. This brought 
extra space, and as the band was 
held for the first three days of the 
run it gave added publicity. 

Pincus is exceptionally adroit at 


keeping the publicity pot boiling 
through newspaper tie-ins, but this 
brought unusually good results, 


Barrels for Twins 


Rochester 

For film ‘Midnight Court,’ Man- 
iger Harry Holt, RKO Temple, ob- 
tained from the postoffice a number 
of posters describing wanted crimi- 
nals and tacked them to a bulletin 
board for lobby display. Caption 
suggested, ‘Can you turn in any of 
these crooks and claim the reward? 
Come and see ‘Midnight Court’ to 
learn whether crime pays. 

Two barrels painted black and il- 


luminated inside to display coming 
attractions caused the curious to 
look, getting across the idea of @ 


‘double-barreled’ program, 
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WALTER BEN ALICE 
WINCHELL BERNIE FAYE x 


_PATSY KELLY: NED SPARKS: JACK HALEY 


GRACE BRADLEY - WALTER CATLETT : 
LEAH RAY- JOAN DAVIS-DOUGLAS | 
FOWLEY: MILES MANDER 
Directed by Sidney Lanfield 


Associate Producer Kenneth Macgowan. Screen ploy by Horry 
Tugend and jack Yelien. Original story by Curtis Kenyon. Bosed 
on Dorothea Brande’s book 
Music ond Lyrics by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel 


Darryl F. Zanuck in Charge of Production 
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Growth of 16mm. Equipment Seen 
As Stimulus to General Pix Biz 


Recent strides made by inde- 
pendent manufacturers in marketing 
16 millimeter talking picture projec- 
tion equipment, that promises a sat- 
isfactory machine for as low as $100, 
is not regarded as a threat to the 
box office by industry technical ex- 
perts. They hold that such apparatus 
still is in the ‘hobby’ stage. They say 
it will not stand up for any reason- 
able length of time and that it en- 
courages interest in films in regular 
theatres rather than cuts into attend- 
ance because of selection of subjects 
available for this equipment. 

Probable result of further refine- 
ment and strides towards getting 
workable talking projection equip- 
ment down to a popular price will 
be that many producers will increase 
the number of popular features 
available for home _ showing in 
16-mm. Such a plan has been under 
consideration by some major pro- 
ducers for some time, catch thus far 
being the belief that lower price 
range for home equipment was es- 
sential before it could pay off reason- 
ably. 

Long Island inventor is newest en- 
try into low-priced field although his 
plans for manufacturing and market- 
ing have not been perfected. He 
claims he has talking projection 
equipment that can be marketed at 
$100 to $150. Edco Electronic Devices 
also has a machine that may soon be 
obtained for around $200 although 
now listed at $300. Keystone is re- 
ported as readying an outfit (talking 
pix) that will sell as low as $250. 
Univex, its purported biggest com- 
petitor in silent field, may be ex- 
pected to follow and probably at a 
lower cost. 








Biggest difficulty experienced thus 
far with these less costly outfits is 
that the soft metal requisite for 
pressed manufacture in large whogle- 
sale quantities does not insure long 
life. More expensive outfits, now | 
found satisfactory by big industrial 
firms for trade shows and for sales- | 


; : | 
man instructional work, are tooled | 





No Newsreel Exclusive 
To Pathe at World Fair 


Although Pathe News was em- 
ployed exclusively by the bond-sell- 
ing committee of the N. Y. World’s 
Fair, there never has been any de- 
sire or intention on the part of the 
exposition officials to show any 
favoritism towards one newsreel 
over another. This was made plain 
this week by top executives who 
pointed to the cooperative spirit 
that had been employed in the past 
and is still being used to have all 
five U. S. reels cover latest develop- 
ments of the show. 

Report arose over the fact that 
Pathe was used for the bond-sales 
division activity. But from the out- 
set, editors of the five reels have 
been told and repeatedly advised on 


every developmnt that had any 
semblance of news. value. First 
shovelful of dirt for building 


projects, pix of model buildings and 
paintings and most recently the 
opening of the fair exhibit in the 
Empire State building were handled 
by the newsreels. 

Appointment of Howard Hughes, 
aviator and picture producer, as 
aeronautical advisor to the Fair was 
announced this week. The airport at 
North Beach, one mile from the fair 
site, may be improved if necessary 
action is taken this week by the city 
fathers. Commissioners of sinking 
fund will take up the matter at the 
meeting today (Wednesday ). Fair of- 
ficials feel that a practical airport 
near the exposition grounds may as- 
sist in transporting the 50,000,000 
visitors expected to the big show. 


NEW MISSOURI 
EXHIBS ASSN 








jobs that permit use of harder steel | ° 


in constructing the machines. 
Despite the extra workmanship, | 
time and material that must go into 
these more expensive talking pro- 
jection outfits, leaders in the field 
have been able to offer them this 
year for $450. These furnish expert 
talking picture projection for audi- 
ences as Jarge as 500. They carry 
1,000 feet of 16 mm. film (equivalent 
to 4,000 feet of 35 mm. standard film) 
and entire job is packed into a case 
weighing less than 60 pounds. 


BRITISH EXHIBS ASK 
ED KUYKENDALL OVER 


London, March 28. 


Ed Kuykendall will be invited to 
lecture British exhibs at the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Ass’n conven- 
tion in Harrogate during June. He 
will be asked particularly to discuss 
the 10-point program. 

Plan was framed by the C.E.A. 
Committee responsible for conven- 
tion arrangements, when it was sug- 
Sested that the views of a leading 
U. S. exhib would be worth hearing, 
Particularly a talk by the M.P.T.O.A. 
chief on theatre problems in the 
United States, 

C.E.A. closely corresponds to the 
American organization. 


‘COURAGEOUS’ SET FOR 
TWO-A-DAY ON COAST 

















Hollywood, April 6. 

‘Captains Courageous,’ Metro pro- | 
duction, is being readied for open- | 
ing at the Carthay Circle theatre | 
following the current roadshow of. 

he Good Earth.’ 

Metro originally intended to use | 
the house for premiere of ‘Parnell’ | 
but there has been an unexpected 
flay in completion of that p’c. 
gg elznick's ‘A Star Is Born’ gets a 
» premiere at the Chinese April 20. 


‘ St. Louis, April 6. 
Plans are almost set for formation 
of a new organization of Missouri 
exhibitors to be known as Theatre 
Owners and Managers Association 
of Missouri and articles of incorpora- 
tion will be asked of Sccretary of 


State at Jefferson City within next] 


week. New body will invite mem- 
bership: from exhibitors and man- 
agers and will have no national affil- 
iation, either with MPTOA or the 
Allied group. 

Only Missouri exhibition problems, 
principally of a legislative nature, 
will be chief objectives of new or- 
ganization and purely competitive 
situations will not be considered. 
Local exhibitors who are mulling 
idea believe more progress can be 
made by remaining independent of 
MPTOA of Eastern Missouri and 
Southern Illinois, to which a number 
of local exhibitors belong. There 
has been some protest voiced against 
local MPTOA’s: handling of legisla- 
tive problems and also against great 
attention that has been given to com- 
petitive features of one exhibitor 
against another than to matters of 
broader range. 

Giveaways, long programs and 
other tactics which have kept exhib- 
itors in a turmoil for several years 
probably would be eliminated by 
new organization. It also is believed 
that with these objectionable fea- 
tures stricken off the docket it would 
pave way for educating public back 
to pre-war price scales and also 
elimination of double feature pro- 
grams, except occasionally. Idea is 
meeting with much favorable com- 
ment and it appears that new or- 
ganization will have considerable 
support, especially from indie oper- 


ators in larger cities in state. 


ROBBINS ON COAST 
Los Angeles, April 6. 
Herman Robbins. prexy, and 
George Dembow, general sales man- 
ager for National Screen Service. 
arrived here from Miami. 
Pair trained in for local powwow 


| after attending recent convention of 


the Motion Picture Theatre Owner: 
of America in Florida. 








N THE UPBEAT 





PRACTICE BEINE Polaroid’s 3d Dimensional Pix 


REVIVED AGAIN 


More So Now Than Ever—'| 


And More So in England 
Than Hollywood 


FLOCK ON TAP 


Remakes are on the’ rebound. 
There are more of them around, or 
in the process of being made, than 
at any time in pic biz. 

Remakes have always been a ques- 
tion mark in the industry. Despite 
the seeming obviousness of the 
method, it has never really worked 
out. On the face of it, a cinch man- 
ner of production, it has proven a 
flop more often than not. But film 
producers think they have it figured 
out now. 

Remakes started in the early days 
of talkers. Idea was to take a 
European production, screen it sev- 
eral times, fix its faults, if any, and 
do it over. It seemed a cheap way 
of getting story material which had 
already been tested. Also it made 
possible the use of big scenes via 
cut-ins from the old material with- 
out additional production costs. 


‘Smiling Lieutenant’ (Par) was the 
first really successful remake, but to 
pay for that there were a dozen or 
so floperoos. Surprisingly, it usually 
turned out that the films, after being 
remade, frequently had the warmed- 
over flavor. So the industry more or 
less decided to skip it and concen- 
trate on wholly original films. But 
a year or so ago it started again 


and now it’s on full blast. 
Of current releases, most promi- 
nent remake is ‘Soldier and the 


Lady’ (RKO) which was a German 
film, (‘Michael Strogoff’) about three 
years ago, but was remade into 
French in Paris before Hollywood 
got to work on it for the third time. 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col.) is not, in the 
strict sense of the word, a remake, 
but Col. had to buy,a German pic- 
ture, ‘Pitz Palu,’ and scrap it, in 
order to make ‘Horizon.’ Himalaya 
mountain stuff all was snipped in 
from there. 


Click Remakes 


Of the recent click pictures which 
were remakes, ‘Desire’ (Par) and 
‘Top Hat’ (RKO) top the list. ‘De- 
sire’ was originally made by Ufa 
in German and French as ‘Adieu 
les Bon Jours.’ ‘Hat’ was first known 
as ‘Romance in Budapest.’ There’s a 
gag around that, incidentally. When 
Universal made ‘Romance in Buda- 
pest,’ in Hungary, a-couple of un- 
knowns, Henry Koster (litz) and 
Josef Pasternak did the producing. 
U didn’t pay much attention to it, 
but RKO picked it up for warming 
over. It wasn’t until after that that 
U decided to bring the Koster- 
Pasternak duo to the Coast where 
they have since clicked. . 

‘Masquerade’ (Viennese) was re- 
made by Metro as ‘Escapade; M-G 
currently is busy on two more re- 
makes, ‘The Emperor's Candlesticks’ 
and ‘Madame Walewska. Par had 
Loves of Jeanne Ney,’ a German-Ufa 
picture scheduled for remake until 
a couple of weeks ago, but changed 
its mind; Warners has Kay Francis 
working on ‘Mazurka,’ which was 
made last year under the same title 
by Pola Negri for Ufa in Berlin; 
RKO is releasing 
Love’ this week, formerly known as 
‘L’Equipage,’ a French picture: Janet 
Gaynor in ‘Servant’s’ Entrance’ 
(20th) is from a Swedish film; 
‘Mad Love’ (MG) was once a Ger- 
man film; ‘Madame Spy’ ‘(U) was 
originally German; ‘Road to Glory’ 
(20th) was originally ‘Croix de Bois’ 
(French); ‘The King Steps Out’ (Col) 
was originally Austrian. 

And there are, of course. quite a 
few in England. ‘I Stand Condemned’ 
(‘Moscow Nights,’ is the alternate 
title) was remade by Korda for UA 
release from a French film, ‘Nuits 
de Moscou,; ‘Unfinished Symphony’ 
(G-B) was first an Ausirian film: 
G-B’s Arliss film, ‘Mr. Hobo” was 
first a French film under the name 
of ‘Rothschild;’ ‘Transatlantic Tun- 
nel’ (G-B) was made by Ufa in Ber- 


‘The Woman I} 


| 








Can’t Resist 





Hollywood, Avril 6 

Alfred Cohen has been as- 
signed to do the screenplay for 
the next ‘Mr. Moto’ picture at 
20th-Fox. 

Cohen, U. S. Collector of the 
Port at Los Angeles, was a film 
writer before he 





received the 





appointment, 








DAY ON NEW 
AMUS. LAWS 


Columbus, April 6. 

Theatre men _ will watch _ this 
week’s activities of the Ohio legis- 
lature carefully. In addition to the 
bill removing newsreels from state 
censorship, which is due to come up 
on the floor of the Senate, two other 
bills are set for committee hearings. 
The House judiciary committee will 
hold a hearing Thursday: on the pro- 





7% tax to the existing 3% tax on 


tax. 


hearing before the Heuse labor com- 
mittee on the bill which would com- 
pel theatres to place two operators 
in each booth. 

The House judiciary committee 
last week heard the opponents of 
the Whetro bill, which would ban 
bank nights,. binge games and all 
other forms of lottery. M. B. Horo- 
witz and Ernest Schwartz of Cleve- 
land and Dan Stearns of Willoughby, 
Ohio, appeared against the bill. 

Proponents of the bill were not 
ready to be heard and were granted 
additional time to prepare their case. 


COMMITTEES NAMED 
FOR ALLIED’S CONV. 


Columbus, April 6. 

P. J. Wood, secretary of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners of Ohio 
and chairman of the national con- 
vention committee of the Allicd 
States Association, has announced 
the following committee chairmen 
for the association’s convention in 
Milwaukee, May 26-28: 

General convention 
Edward F. Maerts, Zenith theatre, 
Milwaukee; banquet, Max Krofts, 
Abby theatre, Milwaukee; entertain- 
ment, Merrill Devine, Milwaukee; 
publicity, Arnold Brumm, Ritz, Mil- 
waukee; exhibits, Ross J. Baldwin. 
Tosa theatre, Milwaukee; transporta- 
tion and hotel, George Fischer, Mil- 
waukee theatre, Milwaukee; arranze- 
ments, A. C, Berkholtz, West Bend 
| theatre, West Bend; credentials, Gene 








committee. 











| Goderski, Aragon, Milwaukee: 
| women’s activities, Mrs. Frank 
Fischer. 


| 

| With Wood on the national com- 
| Nathan Yamins, Fall 
| Lee W. Newbury, 


River, Mass.: 
| W. A. Steffes, 


Belmar, N. J.; 
Minneapolis; M. B. 


Horwitz, Cleveland; William  D. 


| Davis, Pittsburgh; Roy Bair, India- | 
napolis; F. J. McWilliams, Madison. | 


Wis.; H. M. Richey, Detroit; Aaron 
Saperstain, Chicago; Col. W. A. Cole. 
Dallas, Tex. and Walter Littlefield. 
Boston. 





In England, in fact, the remake per- 
centave is higher than that in Hollyv- 
wood. 





OHIO'S FIELD 


Also scheduled for Thursday is a} 


Experimentation Going Cn; Also 
See Its Blending with Colorflm : 


* 


roid to modern-day talking pictu 
progresses quietly behind the clos 
laboratory door, other _ scienti 
minds and experts are daily beco: 
ing convinced that perfection in ji 
use will be the next revolutiona 
step forward in the film industr . 
These research authorities think th 
it will definitely establish the 
called third dimensional effect f 
sereen productions, 

Typical of this interest in polaro 
as a means of refining highest lig’ 
treatment for motion pictures w 
the recognition accorded it at a re- 
cent session of the Atlantic coast se 
tion of the Society of Motion Pictu 
Engineers. As a result, the top > 
probably will be taken up in mo 
advanced phases at the next meeti) 
with likelihood that a committee w: ' 
be named to look into its prese 
stage of development and applicati« 
as it effects film engineers. 

Those acquainted with inside m: - 
nipulations of polaroid as it relat 
te motion pictures claim that it hol. 
the key to producing the long-soug 
depth illusion in screen production . 
The theory actually has been tric 
out on scale models with polaro 
material spotted so that the spectat« 
readily grasps the difference betwec | 





posed measure to add an additional | 


all admissions. Not only theatre ad- | 
missions but service and cover 
charges in restaurants and night | 


clubs and greens fees at golf courses | 
would be subject to the additional | 





mittee are Ray A. Tesch, Milwaukee; | 


normal vision on a miniature settir 


and the view picked up through th : 
polarizing material. 


| Scientific explanation is that lig! ‘ 


waves vibrate horizontally while th: 
polaroid lens is set so that only th > 
vertical vibrations pass through. Th 
in, effect blocks out reflected image . 
By blocking out these undesired re- 
flections, some of which are tardl 
noticeable to the nal:ed eye, the illu- 
sien of depth is created. 


Angle that color may be an aid i» 
producing third-dimension films al: » 
has been demonstrated on a sma ' 
scale. The polaroid lens or materi: i 
blots out reflections, with the rich- 
ness in the colors being doubly ac- 
centuated when the highlights ar; 
eliminated. 

In lab testing, experts explain t» 
the layman that the most importa: 
of the nine philological factors is th: 
bi-focal vision of the human bein; . 
While polaroid sample miniatur- 
‘glasses’ have been used, by givin 
every spectator in theatre audience 
a pair, the present task of experts 
to obtain the same effect by applyin ; 
the polarization to the original studi - 
camera, 

Whether this will mean applyin 
special lights, color beams and a 
rangements of studio ares are oth: 
problems being mulled behind t! 
lab doors. Another primary facto 
is whether the picture industry i 
ready financially to take care of th: 
cost of such a new invention o 
change in projection equipment. Thi 
may be doubly costly, too, becaus 
sound recording equipment com 
panies want to introduce or incorpc 
rate three-way sound into the ney 
layout. 


WB MAY BREAK 3-WAY 
ROCHESTER, N. Y., POO! 


Rochester, N. Y., April 6. 


Demand of Warner Bros. for hous« 
exploiting its product threaten 
breakup of the five-theatre dow: 
town combine of RKO, Paramoun 
and Comerford interests, latter con- 
trolling WB product. Agreemen: 
| slated for 10 years has run threc. 
| but can be ended by mutual con- 
sent. Paramount reported willing. 
as its houses, Century and Regen’ 
are currently doing the best of th 
five. 

RKO, however, wants to continu: 
| present setup as it has only RKC 
|and Universal product for the ac* 





lin first and there are several others. | Palace and needs WB toppers in ad- 


i dition. City Manager William H. 
'Cadoret and film officials seeking 
way out of dilemma. 


a 





As actual work in applying pol. - 
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itis, 





Correction: 


When Delight Evans of 
Sereenland Magazine 
said “*‘Call It a Day’ is the 
best picture ever made by © 
Warner Bros.” she hadn’t - 
seen “The Prince and 
the Pauper”. 
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FORMAL BILL IN 
DEL. 10 INDUCE 
~ PIX STUDIOS 


Wilmington, April 6. 
Long-agitated desire to offer pic- 
ture producers some practical in- 
ducement to pick Delaware, if and 
when any of them should leave Cali- 


fornia for the east, takes the form 
of a bill in the current session of 
the state legislature to exempt stu- 
dios and plants from all ad valorem 
taxation for 15 years after beginning 
operation. 

Bill sponsored by Rep. William R. 
Ringler of Milford in the southern 
part of the state has passed the 
House and has a clear track in the 
Senate. Ringler told the House sites 
near Milford have been considered 
by two producers. Exemption ap- 
plies to land, building, chattels, all 
raw materials, and the finished 
product, or films. Properties spe- 
cifically listed as being exempt un- 
der the bill are warehouses, labora- 
tories. cutting rooms, projection 
rooms, storage, trackage, shipping 
facilities, sets and locations. 

In a statement especially prepared 
for Variety Representative Ringler 
said, ‘The idea beyond the bill is 
that, by the provisions thereof, a 
new and wealthy industry may be 
induced to move into Delaware and 
thereby contribute both by payrolls 
and taxes to the income of the state. 
I do not mean by this that Delaware 
contemplates an increase in taxation 
after the industry has moved here. 
Too many obstacles would confront 
any such idea to allow of its being 
made a law. However, without any 
increase in taxation it may easily 
be seen how the industry would 
benefit the state.’ 


As advantages to the industry, 
Ringler pointed to low taxes on real 
and personal property, the fact that 
Delaware is near the biggest con- 
centrations of population and wealth, 
and the companies could take ad- 
vantage of the liberal Delaware cor- 
poration laws as resident corpora- 
tions. He said also, ‘I believe that 
the differences in climate and scen- 
ery between Delaware and Califor- 
nia could be easily overcome.’ 


MPLS. SEX SPIEL DUO 
FOUND GUILTY; FINED 


Minneapolis, April 6. 

Judge F. B. Wright in municipal 
court, handed down guilty decisions 
in the Savoy theatre disorderly 
conduct cases involving Robert Mar- 
cus, sex lecturer and ‘authority’ who 
admitted on the witness stand he 
never had heard of Havelock Ellis 
and Margaret O’Keen, his ‘sunkist 
nudist model,’ who admitted to pos- 
Sessing a ‘perfect body’ also to hav- 
ing applied for relief and to having 
Sworn out an assault and battery 
complaint against her husband for 
having blacked her eyes. Marcus 
was fined $100 and Miss O’Keen $25 


with alternatives of 60 and 20-day 
jail sentences, : 


At the same time, Judge Wright 
ordered the theatre to discontinue 
Marcus’ spiel, the O’Keen disrobing 
exhibition and the sale of sex books, 
all of which have been in conjunc- 
tion with the showing of sex and 
nudist films. The sex books were 
Ordered confiscated. 














Heineman’s Crew Cops 


U Coin in Sales Drive 


Los Angeles, April 6. 
, Four of the six branch exchanges 
= W. J. (Bill) Heineman’s western 
division of Universal Pictures 
Copped the four awards hung up for 
Winners of the recent New Universal 
Sales drive. 

Op award, bringing four weeks’ 
additional salary to each member of 
Cit exchange, went to Salt Lake 
ishe; San Francisco exchange fin- 
Shed second, with all employees 
oe three weeks’ extra pay. Los 

ngeles ran third, with two weeks’ 
ae for each exchange worker, and 

™pioyees of the Denver branch, for 
nishing fourth, each got one extra 
Week's wage. 
ifeineman’s award, because his 
maser won, also is one of the four 
S pay bonuses. 





No Work, No Pay, Bill 
Would Penalize Agents 


Sacramento, April 8, 

Commissions would be denied 
agencies, unless obtaining employ- 
ment direct for a client, by an 
amendment made to Assembly bill 
965, introduced by Assemblyman 
Cecil King of Los Angeles, at a ses- 
sion of the house committee on labor 
and capital. 

King previously introduced an 
|amendment to the original measure 
| that contracts between 








| providing 
| agents and client be limited to one 
; year. Newest amendment provides 
| that where a client obtains his own 
employment, even though under 
contract to an agent, latter would 
not be entitled to any fee. 





Sues for $1,000 Banko 


Omaha, April 6. 
Affiliated Enterprises, Inc., Tri- 
States Theaters Corp., and the Minne 
Lusa theatre are named defendants 
in a suit for $1,000 filed by Mrs. 
Walter <A. Rosenberg in Omaha 
municipal court. Allegations are that 


Lusa on Feb. 24, the night of the 
regular bank night drawing, when 
the prize was advertised as $1,000 
and the drawing advertised to be 
held at 9 p.m. Her principal claim is 
that she arrived at the theatre at 
8:30 only to find the drawing had 
been completed by 8:20 and her 
name had been drawn. She further 
alleges to have demanded payment 
and that it was refused her. 

Bank Night plan was put 
operation on a cooperative basis by 
some 28 Omaha theatres last fall, 
and has since operated continuously 
on Wednesday nights. Since its 
institution it has been the focal point 
of several issues involving the city 
council, the state’s attorney’s office 
and has been variously championed 
and challenged by the local dailies. 
This is the first time, however, any 
matter pertaining to the giveaway 
has reached the court. 


Mrs. Rosenberg attended the Minne | 


into 


| 











MECHANIZATION OF CHAIN THEATRE 
OPERATION IN N. Y. AGAIN CRITICIZED 





WINNIPEG’S LARGER 
EXCHANGE QUARTERS 


Winnipeg, April 6. 

Picture companies here soon will 
have a new $100,000 modern film 
exchange building. Present struc- 
ture, a multiple-story building, was 
good when erected but has outlived 
its usefulness. 

Proposed Canadian film center 
will more: than double the present 
ground floor area, although only 
one-story. Hudson’s Bay Co. will 
build. 








Roth-Pitts Merge 


Harrisonburg, Va., April 6. 

A merger of theatre interests of 
the Roth Bros. of Harrisonburg and 
the Benjamin T. Pitts interests 
of Fredericksburg, announced by 
Charles, Sam and Harry Roth. Pitts’ 
chain of theatres is largest in the 
territory. The Roths’ State, Strand 
and Elkton theatres, operated by the 
Roths’ Valley Enterprises, Inc., are 
not included in the merger. 

Pitts operates 16 theatres in Rich- 
mond, Suffolk, Fredericksburg, Em- 
poria, Orange, Culpeper, Warrenton, 
Manassas, Leesburg, Berryville, 
West Point, Front Royal and Charles 
Town, W. Va. 

Charters for two corporations have 
been organized, each with $25,000 
capital and with headquarters at 
Fredericksburg. Charles E. Roth, of 
Harrisonburg, is president of the R. 
& P. Corp., while Benjamin T. Pitts 
is president of the P. & R. Corp. 
L. G. Payne, of Fredericksburg, is 
the auditor of both companies. 








Divorcement Bill in Minn. Gains 
A Point; Now It's Anti-Zoning 





Minneapolis, April 6. 

Although it has no backing from 
Northwest Allied States, and is in 
disfavor with many prominent in- 
dependent exhibitors as well as the 
large chain operators, the anti-zon- 
ing bill in the Minnesota state legis- 
lature stands approved by both the 
Senate and House committees which 
have had it under consideration. 

The measure requires film dis- 
tributors to release all their pictures 
simultaneously to every theatre 
charging the same admission price, 
and to base rentals on theatres’ seat- 
ing capacities as well as prior re- 
lease schedules. Following public 
hearings, the Senate committee 
voted 9-6, the House committee 8-3, 
to recommend it out for passage, and 
it is now on general orders for a 
vote on the floor of both branches. 

Carl Fust, owner of the Westgate 
theatre, independent suburban house, 
who has had difficulty in obtaining 


product, and his attorney, K. J. 
Flakne, spoke at the committee hear- 
ings in the bill’s behalf. They 


charged that the film industry. is 
ruled by a monopoly and claimed 
that legislation of this type is neces- 
rsary to preserve the small independ- 
ent exhibitor. Fust also detailed his 
own troubles in obtaining film. 

_Opposing the bill, David Shearer, 
attorney representing’ the major film 
exchanges here, asserted the meas- 
ure is unconstitutional and also 
claimed that its provisions could not 
be carried out feasibly. 

Negotiating another hurdle, the 
Minnesota theatre diyorcement bill, 
similar to the one which now is a 
jaw in North Dakota and which 
would require the Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Publix) to relinquish its 87 
theatres, was approved for passage 
by the Senate general legislation 
committee by a vote of 9-6. 

The bill, which prohibits produc- 
ers or distributors of films to own 
or operate theatres, previously won 
the unanimous approval of the 
House civil administration commit- 
tee. However, the subject matter 
still remains in that committee be- 


proposed law to go to a vote ip the 
House. 


In North Dakota, Publix is pre- 





cause John J. Friedl, Publix circuit | 
general manager, has requested an- | 
other hearing before permitting the 





pared to make a last-ditch court 
fight against the enforcement of the 
law, which it contends is unconsti- 
tutional, although its passage is op- 
posed in Minnesota just as it was 
in the Flickertail state. W. A. 
Steffes is leading the national Al- 
lied States’ fight for the legislation. 





Daylite in Denver 
Denver, April 6. 

A proposed daylight saving meas- 
ure for Denver was tabled by the 
City Council, pending further in- 
vestigation. Local radio broadcast- 
ing stations were all in favor of the 
plan, and each had several programs 
about it. On the other hand, all the 
Denver theatre men were opposed to 
the measure, and several appeared 
before the city council. 

Of the 17,000 letters received, 91% 
of them were in favor of the pre- 
posal, but the council would take no 
action until larger numbers of Den- 


ver citizens made their wants 
known, 





D. C.’s Tax Ideas 
Washington, April 6. 

Gross receipts tax on District of 
Columbia film houses is being agi- 
tated in search for -additional rev- 
enue to finance the local government 
and eliminate. threatened $6,000,000 
deficit. Representative Ross Collins 
of Mississippi, chairman of the D. C. 
Committee of the House, is sponsor- 
ing measure tapping theatres 2% 
monthly ‘on total take. 

Bill is expected to bring in around 
$300,000, in place of present license 
fee system, which yields only a few 
hundred dollars. Current tap is $30 
on picture houses, compared with 
$50 on legit spots. 

The Collins bill would bar ex- 
hibitors from passing their tax on 
to patrons, since one section of the 
bill prohibits any price boosts on 
account of the tax. Deduction of 
10% Federal tax is allowed, how- 
ever. 





Tax Tilts Admish 
Memphis, April 6. 

An increase of from one to two 
cents in the price of theatre tickets 
in both neighborhood and downtown 
theatres has resulted from the new 
3% revenue law which became effec- 
tive April 1. 





| Auerbachs. 











‘Swivel-Chair’ Managers—Close Proximity of Circuit 
House with Same Dual Setups—No Personality 


Front-Men, Etc. 





New 1,100-Seat Salt Lake 
House Still Not Leased 


Salt Lake City, April 6. 

Salt Lake and intermountain re- 
gion showmen this week were won- 
dering about the Auerbach brothers’ 
$185,000 downtown theatre, nearing 
completion. The freres, wealthy de- 
partment store and real estate own- 
ers, have as yet been unable to find 
a lessee. House, in heart of Salt Lake 
shopping district, will seat 1,100. 


Intermountain Theatres, Inc., 
operating five houses here, has 
sewed up major product, and re- 


maining nine are second-run houses. 
Boys have approached a number of 
local operators on deal, the latter no- 


+ 








go due to extreme rent asked by the | 


House will be ready for 
opening within a month. 


CAL. PRO-LABOR 
BILL IS PASSED 


Sacramento, April 6. 

Assembly has passed the Assem- 
bly Bill 538 creating a California 
labor relations board to provide 
penalties for employers interfering 
with organization activities among 
workers. Tabbed the ‘Little Wagner’ 
act, it was carried without debate 
and with only nine dissenting votes 
—and now goes to the Senate. 

Measure would list as criminal 
activity and spying on employes, 
dominating or interfering with for- 
mation or administration of labor 
organizations, discharging or dis- 
criminating against employes testify- 
ing before a board and blacklisting 
workers or refusing right to col- 
lective bargaining. 

Penalty on a conviction for viola- 
tion calls for three years imprison- 
ment and a $5,000 fine. 


Powwow Due Today 
On the Return of Cuts 
For N. Y. Stagehands 


Greater New York theatre labor 
committee, headed by Major L, E. 
Thompson, is scheduled to meet to- 
day (Wed.) with committees of Lo- 
cal No. 1, N. Y., and Local No, 4, 
Brooklyn, stagehands, over return of 
cuts taken several years back. 

While No. 4, the Brooklyn group, 
has accepted the offer of return of 
15% cuts, stretched over a three- 
year period, the New York local 
hasn't accepted and much depends on 
what latler wants or will get since 
Brooklyn's proviso is that the deal 
is acceptable unless No. 1 is granted 
something better. 

Reported that while Brooklyn 
voted acceptance unless New York is 
granted better terms, with both lo- 
cals the rub is the fact that return 
of 15% cuts does not include any 
upped provision for overtime. In 
other words, while the salary scale 
would be increased, the overtime 
would remain at the same rate. 


STILL MULLING THAT 
2/ SALES TAX DEFEAT 


Attorneys for most distributing 
companies met yesterday (Tues.) at 
the Hays office in an effort to finally 
decide what course to follow in the 
2% city sales tax on film rentals. 
Contab adjourned with the  an- 
nouncement that the legal lights 
still were considering various possi- 
bilities, and chance that another ses- 
sion may be held later this week. 
Previously it was believed the trade 
would pay and not further contest 
the matter. 

Distributors must pay tax covering 
nearly two years that it has been in 
effect, or seek rehearing to carry it 
via appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court. 






































While industry moguls continue to 
protest against new forms of compe- 
tition that have appeared the 
scene in recent years and worry over 
the inroads made into gross revenue 
by other forms of amusement, the 


on 


charge was hurled this week that 
mechanization of circuit operations 
in the most profitable area in the 
business (Greater New York) was 


taking away thousands of added dol- 
lars. Old-time showmen in film 
houses further claimed that if more 
attention were paid to the require- 
ments of patrons and house opera- 
tions than to giveaways, other freak 


stunts and new competitive enter- 
prises, these extra dimes and quar- 
ters would roll in. 

Such chain methods of operating 
include sameness in product (some- 
times scattered among a group of 22 
theatres), lack of attention to poten- 
tial patron needs, prevalence of 
‘swivel-chair’ house managers and 
failure to attend to little requests of 
theatre-goers, according to veteran 
exhibitors. Back of these are other 
minor flaws in the system as now 
constituted in the N. Y. area, but 


these are the most glaring ones, they 
say. They refuse to be quoted, how- 
ever, for fear of being transferred 
to the ‘sticks.’ 

Typical of identical bookings were 
those made in past fortnight by major 
circuits. Loew had ‘You Only Live 
Once’ plus ‘Doctor's Diary’ spotted 
in seven theatres, while another duo 
combination was scheduled for 14 
houses. RKO circuit even went for 
more sweeping sameness with ‘Love 
Is News’ skedded for 22 theatres in 
Manhattan, Brooklyn and Queens. 
This booking also included several 
houses in Westchester, Mt. Vernon, 
White Plains and Yonkers. 


Two Manhattan indie _ theatres, 
only 16 blocks apart, the Beacon 
and Stoddard, had ‘Love Is News’ 


and ‘Penrod and Sam’ day and date 
recently. 

Loew’s put ‘Three Smart Girls’ 
and ‘Man of the People’ into 22 the- 
atres in Queens (including Brook- 
lyn), Bronx and Manhattan over the 
week-end. 


Circuits’ Attitude 


Attitude of circuit spokesmen is 
that they play first-run and must 
clear for subsequents. They claim 
that they they try te break up book- 
ings so that the same program is not 
playing in all houses at the same 
time, attempt being made to use one 
combination in the Bronx and an- 
other in Brooklyn, obtaining variety 
to that extent. Nothing was said re- 
garding availability of prints and the 
claim by some exhibitors that it 
simplifies the handlin of films by 
putting the features through the 
whole circuit at the same time. 

Patrons have told indie managers 
that their requests for certain pro- 
ductions have been ignored by cir- 
cuit house managers and these the- 
atre managements make it difficult 
rather than simple even to obtain 
house programs or forthcoming at- 
traction pamphlets. 

Answering the compla-nt by the- 
atre-goers that an impersonal atti- 
tude obtains with numerous circuit 
managers, affiliated circuit represent- 
atives say they try not to have 
‘swivel-chair’ managers. However, 
there was no indication that circuits 
operating in Nev. York City had any 
definite instructions such as have 
been issued by leading circuits on 
the Coast in the past that house 
managers must be on the floor for 
every show break and must get ace 
quainted with regular customers, 

Old timers in the circuit biz are ine 
clined to feel that if less attention 
were paid to frontal inroads from 
competitive forms of business and 
more to individual operations, the 
box-office intake might be improved. 





Herb Rosner in N. Y. 


Herbert Rosner, operator of the 
Grand International, Hollywood; 
Clay International, San Francisco, 
and Montlake, Seattle all arties, is 
in New York looking around. 

Besides ogling available arty pro- 
duct, Rosner is talking to a number 
of New York indie foreign film 
distribs, whom he represents for dis« 
tribution on the west coast, 
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TAKE 
MONEY’ 




















Take one look at the job BARBARA STANWYCK and JOEL 
McCREA do in this sock heart drama of the young doc who risks 
job, rep, life itself for the gal he loves. Geta glimpse of Lloyd 
Nolan as the tough guy with the softboiled heart, of Stanley 
Ridges as the pop-corn addict with the yellow streak. Get a load 





of the punch a minute action. In short—see Director Alfred 
Santell's "Internes Can't Take Money" at your nearest Paramount 
exchange. You'll agree with the lads who've seen it... Paramount 


has another pack-'em-iner! 














BUT YOUR BOX-OFFICE WILL ! 
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N.Y. Exhibs Count on Summer 


Economy to 





Finally K.0. Banko 





While some independent circuits in 
New York still retain giveaways in 
isolated spots, a majority of them in- 


dicate now that they are dying out 
jn popularity. Officials of a few cir- 
cuits claim that even where they are 
operating it hardly makes an impres- 
sion on the take. Bank nights are 
being held to $50 one night per week 
by many circuits and then to indi- 
vidual operations. Same is true of 
numerous indie exhibitors, 


Together with the decline in inter- 
est in these cash games, there is a 
growing conviction among circuit 
and individual theatre executives 
that a return to the status of operat- 
ing houses for screen entertainment 
alone will aid the whole industry in 
Greater New York. Certain circuit 
officers are outspoken in their belief 
that giveaways should be cut out 
altogether. 

With diminuition of interest, nu- 
merous giveaway contests and coin 
games probably will receive a body 
blow from seasonal factors shortly. 
With warm summer period in the 
offing, circuits and other exhibs are 
beginning to lay plans for the usual 
hot weather retrenchment, 


Because the actual prize money is 
counted as an added expense, un- 
usual discrimination will be exerted 
in next few months in picking loca- 
tions where these giveaways are to 
remain. Along with cutting down 
the number of houses employing 
these novelties, many exhibitor of- 
ficials are convinced that any fur- 
ther outburst or spread of the games 
will be delayed until this fall. It’s 
all a matter of trimming the econ- 
omy sails, yet showmen figuring 
that there’s only so much patronage 
available in the summer period any- 
way, no matter what the inducement 
to draw customers. 


GIVEAWAYS A LOTTERY, 
MINN. COURT RULES 


Minneapolis, April 6. 

Bank and all other gift nights will 
be out in Minnesota if the state 
supreme court upholds a decision 
handed down by the Ramsay county 
district court in the case of the 
Lyceum theatre, Twin City sub- 
sequent run house, found guilty of 
operating ten-o-win as a_ public 
lottery. 

In his decision, Judge H. O. Hanft 
ruled that such schemes constitute 
a lottery in violation of the present 
anti-lottery law even though partici- 
pants are not required to purchase a 
theatre admission ticket in order to 
win. The bank night contention, up- 
held in many other. states, always 
has been that if the public is not 
required to buy a theatre ticket in 
order to participate or win, no con- 
sideration is involved and, con- 
Sequently, no lottery exists. 


Exhibitors in the state, who have 
been using gift nights to advantage, 
had thought their worries were over 
when an anti-theatre gift night law 
was believed to have been killed in 
committee in the state senate. But 
now they’re plenty upset again be- 
cause of this development and be- 
cause on Saturday (3) the general 
legislation committee of the legis- 
lature’s lower House approved a bill 
declaring banko illegal and sent the 
measure to the House for action. The 
Judge Hanft decision is being ap- 
pealed by the theatre to the state 
supreme court for final adjudication. 


Since the St. Paul bank night con- 
victions, St. Paul exhibitors have dis- 
continued gift nights, awaiting a 
State supreme court ruling in the 
case of J. L. Stern, banko distributor 
in the territory. In Minneapolis and 
throughout the rest of the state, 
however, gift nights are being used 
the same as usual. 











That Bag of Gold 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

F Four top operating districts in the 
ox West Coast circuit, in a special 
Anniversary Week drive, April 18-24, 
will split a cash purse of $2,000, hung 
yd by Charles P. Skouras. Winning 
istrict, if reaching biz expectancy 
Set for it, will garner $750. Second 
+ ng will be $550, third, $400 and 
ourth, $300. 

Y If districts fail to reach their 
-Xpectancy, award will be cut to 


with four districts sharing 
Proportionately, 





HYPOING THE HELP 


B&K Assures Field Staffs of Upping 
From Ranks 








Chicago, April & 

Balaban & Katz has undertaken a 
policy of more frequent get-togethers 
between the top executives and the 
working staff in the field, and to that 
end has scheduled a series of general 
meetings between the execs and 
every bracket of employees, 

This was started off last week by a 
special meeting of assistant theatre 
managers of the circuit at the Hotel 
Sherman. Assistant theatre chiefs 
were addressed by John Balaban 
and Walter Immerman and were as- 
sured that the circuit was behind 
them individually 100%, that their 
jobs were secure and finally that 
promotions would come right from 
the ranks and not from outsiders, 
with deserving men to get higher 
positions and rising salaries, 


TITLE-SWITCH 
HABIT INN. Y. 
UP AGAIN 


Another flare-up of phoney titling 
or recaptioning of feature pictures 
has attracted picture executives in 
the last week. Bulk of them were 


concentrated in the Times Square 
area, where exhibitors and house 
managers have attained a question- 
able rep for advertising product un- 
der any name but the one under 
which they rented the film. 


There is nothing the Hays organ- 
ization can do in this situation, much 
as Haysians have battled to make 
exhibitors show product only under 
the original title. Basis for effort 
to force theatres to show features 
under name officially set by the dis- 
tributing company is that distrib- 
utors grant exhibs the license to 
show picture only under that title, 
and use of other name is a violation 
of licensing agreement, 


However, the Hays office can 
bring little or no pressure, since 
most of the houses involved are not 
affiliated members. This leaves it a 
matter for individual distribs to 
settle. In other words, if the dis- 
tribution firms do not care how their 
product is shown to the public, the 
matter is ended. The distributors, to 
a certain extent, consider these oldie 
pictures as so much added velvet 
and generally so dated they possess 
little draw. Only basis of squawk 
would have to come from competing 
theatres, who might object to phoney 
advertising that crops up as result 
of title switch. 


Practice of theatres around 42nd 
street is to play up dull-titled films 
with flashy names to get transient 
trade at minimum admissions, 


SHOWDOWN ON GIFT 
NIGHTS IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, April 6. 


Looks like giveaway nights are 
in for it in Buffalo. Following at- 
tacks by the Better Business Bureau 
before the City Council, city of- 
ficials admittedly acting on the com- 
plaint of the BBB, are seeking to 
invoke a section of the ordinances 
providing for the revocation of thea- 
tre licenses in the event that lotteries 
or chance distribution of gifts are 
conducted on the premises. Thurs- 
day the chief of police issued an 
order to all precinct captains direct- 
ing them to pick up the licenses of 
all houses found to be operating 
giveaways. 

Theatre owners first contemplated 
injunctive action, but following a 
conference with the city officials it 
was agreed that a test case would be 
made and a hearing held before the 
director of licenses, after which 
court proceedings could be had if an 
adverse ruling on the license was 
made. In the meantime, theatres 
are being permitted to continue with 
giveaways. 
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FOX-W. C. WILL BLAZE 
TRAIL TO END PRIZES 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Fox-West Coast execs are hud- 
dling with indie theatre operators 
to end the giveaway comeon. Indies 
are given to understand FWC will 
take the lead if they follow suit. 

Crackdown would include bank 
night and all forms of premiums for 
attendance, 


BINGO ‘SALONS’ 
OUT, B.0.S UP 


St. John, N. B., April 6. 


Improved box office conditions for 
the local theatres have followed the 
ban on public housie, beano and 
bingo ‘salons,’ in St. John. Local film 
exhibitors had protested to the city 
council and the ban resulted. The 
campaign was aimed chiefly at a 
‘salon’ on the ground floor in the 
center of the city, with acomodations 
for about 500 persons. A_ housie 
party was held every night in the 
‘salon,” which replaced bowling 
alleys. The housie prevailed from 
8:30 to midnight, and with private 
sessions until 3 and 4 a.m. When the 
housie was banned, W. B. Stearns, 
promoter of the big housie ‘salon,’ 
introduced ‘cardo,’ a game he in- 
vented. This flopped ignominiously, 
and Stearns threatened to establish 
the housie on the outskirts of the 
city. This did not materialize, and 
he went to Sydney, N. S., where, 
however, the authorities are limiting 
him to two nights weekly. Efforts to 
locate in Fredericton and_ St. 
Stephen, N. B., as a nucleus for a 
housie chain, went blooey. 

Housie stands are being sought in 
Halifax, N. S., by Stearns and Louie 
Corey, also of St. John. 

The film exhibitors had complained 
to the city council in their protests 
that public was spending money it 
could ill afford in the ‘salon,’ being 
there every night, the attendance 
ranging from 300 to 500. With the 
housie cards at a nickel and a dime 
each, and from 10 to 20 of the rounds, 
each person taking from 1 to 5 cards, 
it was a very easy matter to spend 
from $1 to $5 a night. It was claimed 
the prizes were bouncers. That is, 
the favorites did the bulk of the win- 
ning and turned the watches, jew- 
elry, electric appliances, furniture, 
cut glass, women’s wear, etc., back 
to the house. Although cash was 
barred, a winner had no trouble get- 
ting the lucre, without going se- 
cretive. 











Progress in Educational Field 
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With Ray Bell, It’s Just - 
Routine; UA Free Trip 


Washington, April 6. 
Ray Bell, ballyman for three Cap 
Loew houses, will leave with his 
spouse for month’s trip to Medi- 
teranean on April 20. Jaunt is prize 
offered by United Artists for best 
campaign by theatre manager or 
exploiteer on ‘Garden of Allah.’ 
Bell, who is never conscious of 
anything but next week’s show, is 
still digging in the theatre’s files to 
find out why he won the trip so he 
can tell inquiring drama eds. 


IRATE BANKO 
FANS SEIZE, 
BURN BOX 


Spartanburg, S. C., April 6. 

Angered because no Chesterfield 
county residents had won recently 
at bank nite drawings at the Ches- 
terfield theatre, near here, about 15 
patrons seized a box containing 3,000 
bank nite names, took them by force 
from the theatre employes and 
burned them in a huge bonfire at the 
edge of the town. Robert Rogers, 
of Cheraw, manager of the State 
theatre at Cheraw and the Chester- 














field, said the drawings would be 
discontinued immediately. 

He said he could identify members 
of the group who seized the name 
slips and burned them, and that a 
member of the South Carolina state 
house of representatives was among 
the party, but he said no action may 
be taken. 

Several Chesterfield residents said 
that the bank nite drawings had 
been conducted for the 13th consecu- 


Chesterfield resident drawing a win- 
ning slip. 

The prize had increased to $150 
the night of the disturbance. After 
the drawing—with no money won at 
Chesterfield—the box of tickets had 
been loaded into a car to be taken to 
the State at Cheraw for a later 
drawing there, when they were 
seized, Manager Rogers said. 








Chi Exhibs Back to Crockery 
Giveaways, More So Than Ever 





Chicago, April 6. 

With the banko, screeno and other 
coin giveaways off the boards com- 
pletely, the local houses are rapidly 
reverting to their first love in the 
gratuity field—the merchandise give- 
away. Several years ago the kitchen- 
ware and dining-room table stuff 
was extremely popular with the ex- 
hibitors in this sector, but with the 
coming of the coin stunts the crock- 
ery faded. Now, however, the stuff 
is back bigger and fatter than ever 
as the exhibitors try to  out- 
maneuver each other on gifts to the 
customers, 

Where formerly the _ kitchen 
gadgets cost exhibs from 2c. to 5c. 
each, the cost on the new items to- 
day ranges from 8c. to as high as 
10c. a copy. The exhibs are howling 
about this added weight, but they 
are all going for it to meet the com- 
petition. It is just another example 
of how exhibitors delight in cutting 
their own throats under the label of 
‘showmanship.’ 

Here are a few examples of the 
type of giveaways being handed to 
the customers around the local 
houses: pyrex glassware. hot oven- 
ware, mixing bowls, sugar and flour 
shaker sets (two pieces to each 
femme customer), refrigerator .box 
and cover in a set, dishware, petti- 
point, cutlery, statues, framed pic- 
tures, ashtrays, school companions, 
classic novels and books (reprints). 

While sqgme\of the giveaways are 
shaped for general distribution, the 
great majority of the gifts are de- 
signed and given only to the adult 





femme customers. And usually only 


at night because of the top admis- 
sion since the cost of the gift makes 
it prohibitive for matinee-price 
stunting. In most houses, however, 
the matinee customers may get the 
giveaway if they plank down the 
evening admission price. 

Some 200 houses in the city of 
Chicago have already rejoined the 
giveaway parade and more are being 
added daily due to the ever-widen- 
ing circle of competition. Result is 
that the exhibs are once more talk- 
ing of ‘getting together’ to kill off 
the stunts as being inimical to good 
exhibition, but indications are that 
this is still just talk, with each exhib 
afraid to drop the giveaway for fear 
that his rival around the corner will 
continue tossing the dishes into the 
laps of the lady customers. 

Cost is running as much as 50% 
of the total admission take in many 
houses, with the gifts costing 10c. 
and more in houses 20c. and 25c. for 
their top admission. And where the 
houses are giving away dish-sets, 
running from saucers to the grand 
finale of a huge serving platter, the 
last item on the list often takes 
80% of the individual admission 
price. which means that a house get- 
ting 20c. or 25c. is really a net reve- 
nue at the door of only four to eight 
cents. 

And to top it all, these giveaways 
are in conjunction with double fea- 
tures these days where it used to be 
used only with single features, 
Which is running the expense sheet 
on some of the houses so high that 
many exhibitors are beginning to 








wonder whom they’re working for. 


One of Highlights in Hays Report 


The strides taken in the educa- 
tional field by the film industry were 
held up as one of major achieve- 
ments in the annual report = ub- 
mitted last week by Will ” \s, 
president of the Motion Px ure 
Producers & Distributors of Amer- 
ica, Inc. In the four full pages de- 
voted to this phase of the organiza- 
tion’s work, he outlined the result 
of research, production of instruc- 
tional films, the Secrets of Succes 
series, Progressive Education Move 
ment, and future possibilities. 

The year just finished has wit- 
nessed the greatest progress in ful 
fillment of one of the Hays office’ 
initial objectives—that of ‘develop 
ing the educational as well as the 
entertainment value and _ genera’ 
usefulness of the motion picture, 
Hays stated in his paper to mem- 
bers. 

‘This purpose moves forward wit! 
full recognition of the essenti:' 
rights of the exhibitors and wit!) 
their cooperation,’ his report cor- 
tinues. ‘While pedagogical film « 
real merit has been produced, fe\ 
schools are consistently using i. 
Some have said that while th> 
schools waited for an inclusive 1i- 
brary of educational film to be prc 
duced, competent producers hes’ 
tated to venture into costly produc- 
tion with so negligible a market. 


‘This is not true. Encouraged b 

the association, the industry hi: 

spent large sums in attempting t: 
meet school film needs. None of th 

must be regarded as lost. It wi 

and remains valuable beyond its im - 
mediate objective—it was a contribu - 
tion to progress in education. 


‘The problem now is not primar- 





tive week at the theatre without a | 


under wise educational planning an 
leadership, of the effort to put th 
| film to work in the classroom fo~ 
the benefit of future generations.’ 


fun production; it is coordinatio 


| Hays cites the Secrets of Succes 





series as the ultimate outcome c° 
experimentation in editing ente) 
tainment film so that it would b> 
|acceptable for use as instruction; ' 


| pictures. Early tests were starte ' 
in 1929, and after the usual di 
ficulties in such work, the Secret: 


of Success series finally was estab- 
lished. This series consists of 20 one- 
reel excerpts from suitable non-cur- 
rent pictures furnished by member 
companies. 

Contention that the old ‘mov : 
public’ has disappeared and in i: 
place a universal theatre audien: ° 
has appeared and the great strid 
taken in the matter of self-senso - 
ship ‘by the Motion Picture Produ: - 
ers and Distributors of Americ”, 
Inc., were also stressed by Hays i: 
his annual report. 

Hays emphasized that great v: - 
riety of screen fare may be deve - 
oped and made financially success: ' 
without violating the Hays offi 
production code, as represented | 
the offices in Hollywood and in Ne 
York. It also stressed that pictur 
going through this purification cor 
were praised by independent pub 
groups, indicating further succe . 
of self-censorship at the source. 

Hays was re-elected president f 
the 16th consecutive year; Carl }’. 
Milliken, secretary; Frederick 
Herron, treasurer, and George Bo 
wick, assistant treasurer, New me: 
ber named to Hays organization w 
Cosmopolitan Corp., with E. B. H: 
rick, v.-p., chosen as director. Oth 
new directors were Leo Spitz a: ! 
Barney Balaban. Reelected directo 
were R. H. Cochrane, Jack Col 
Harry D. Buckley, Cecil B. de Mil' :, 
Sidney R. Kent, E. W. Hammo: 
Hal Roach, David Sarnoff, Nicho’ 
M. Schenck, Sol Lesser, Harry I . 
Warner and Albert Warner, 





Ark. Taxes Bank Prizes 


Little Rock, April 6. 
The first remittance to reach tl! - 





state treasury under the _ recent! 
enacted act taxing ‘bank nigh ° 
prizes, 15% was received by t! 


state treasurer last week. Fourte< 
theatres in 12 towns contribute 
slightly more than $115. 

The money will be credited to tl 
state welfare fund. 


ARNOLD AGAIN ELECTED 
Hollywood, April 6. 

John Arnold, for the seventh co 
| secutive year, heads the Americ 
| Society of Cinematographers. 
| Replacement of Don Clark 
Teddy Tetzlaff is the only change 
the directorate of 15. 
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(and so must your house records) 


Because M-G-M dares again and comes 
through with a thrill-hit! Different! 
Unique! Startling! Nothing to compare 
with it! And remember this: Robert 
Montgomery’s daring, terrifyingly 
brilliant new role will steal dramatic 
acting honors this year! The next BIG 
attraction from Roaring Leo! 
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Despite Foreign Films’ Current Boom, 
U. S. Distribs Can't Make Money 





+ 
Foreign film distribution in the 


U. S. is undergoing a bit of a boom 
at present but, say the distribs, it’s 
really a mirage. There are a lot of 
pictures, a lot of new faces and a lot 
of new coin but, again say the boys, 
the coin is all going the wrong way 
—out. 

It’s not all camouflage, either; 
frequently it’s a distinct headache. 
There are at least three pictures dis- 
tributed by established foreign film 
companies during the past year 
which never even got more than 
their first New York showing, for 
instance. There’s one French picture 
which got an opening at the World 
theatre, in Times Square, and was 
deemed by the trade a good ‘com- 
mercial subject.’ It had already 


rolled up attractive grosses in its | 


native France. Distrib got up a lot 
of nice literature and began a nation- 
wide campaign. About 18 months 
have passed and he still hasn’t a 
single date for the picture; not even 
the smallest arties want it. There's 
another picture which got a New 
York first run at the 55th St. Play- 
house about a year ago. This was 
handled by a different distrib and 
the New York dailies liked the pic. 
A college in New Hampshire booked 
it for a one-day showing at $15. 
That’s all the booking it ever got. 

And so it goes, but new distribs 
and new coin keep popping up. 
Answer being that it looks easy. In 
order to produce the cheapest film 
locally, an outlay of about $100,000 
or so is needed; whereas a ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform’ can be bought (as it 
was) for $8,000 for the entire U. S. 
rights. 

What the lads who buy the pic- 
tures, or invest in ’em, don’t seem to 
realize is that there aren’t many 
*‘Maedchens’ around. Thus ‘Mater- 
nelle,’ two years ago, was one of the 
best click French pictures in the 
U. S. market. It got a lot of critical 
attention and an exceptionally high 
number of bookings. But the dis- 
tributor wound up with a lot of 
clippings, a lot*ef back-patting—and 
in the red. f = 


What the &itt¥rs-on-the-sideline-: 


with-big-eyes @on't realize is the 
outlay involved, Admitting that.‘it 
costs very little to buy an average 
European film, ‘that’s’‘only the begin- 
ning. Picture génerally involves 
about $5,000 for guarantee against 
rental percentage. Duty and shipping 
often eats up $500 and about $1,000 is 
the average cost of a set of super- 
imposed English titles. If the titles 
are good, of course, or extra-care- 
fully done, this comes to more. 

Then the film is presumably ready 
to be shown and the only market 
available—at first—is-arties..If the 
picture clicks in the arties it gen- 
erally gets its money back. But the 
distrib has to be careful. He musn’t 
have too many prints made or spend 
too much for press books, adver- 
tising or publicity. If he does, he 
finds himself in trouble, because the 
arty circuit in the U. S. is now 
higher than at any time in seven 
years—but there are less than 100 
available playdates, nevertheless. 

Occasionally the picture is a real 
click in the arties and gets circuit 
booking. Such aebreak really means 
a nice coin return, That has hap- 
pened exactly four times in the past 
six years, and there were an average 
of 275 pix per year imported during 
those six years, or four out of 1,100. 

And in one of those four cases the 
distrib got so excited that he ordered 
20 prints, a lot of press books, trail- 
ers and a couple of trade paper ads— 
and wound up losing money. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Metro's final tag on Don Marquis’ 
The Old Soak,’ starring Wallace 
Beery, is “Good Old Soak.’ 
as ear’s Kisses,’ preparing at 
20th-Fox, has been retitled ‘You 
Can’t Have Everything.’ 
, The Great Bambini’ is new tag 
or ‘The Ascending Dragon,’ which 
B. P. Schulberg is making for Para- 
mount 
_f aramount’s ‘Exclusive’ becomes 
ings Began to Happen,’ 
Escape From Love’ at 20th-Fox, 
shifts to ‘I Will Be Faithful.’ 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, April 6. 
mectbert Arthur Klein, of Para- 
Lount’s Publicity department, and 
OU Heifetz sold their original, 

ers For Her Majesty,’ to Metro. 

naj pilip Wylie sold untitled origi- 
seen sien Studio also bought 
ghts : ‘ " 

rella Man? 0 stageplay, ‘The Um 


‘ 








Strictly ’ Accidental.’ origins j 
; tal, ginal by 
Richard English, taken by RKO. 








Large in B Flat 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Producer entertaining a visit- 
ing publisher grew soft with 
delight over the big way the 
publisher was taking the pro- 


ducer’s borrowed wit as big 
time comedy. 

‘You’re a marvelous audi- 
ence,’ said the producer. ‘You 


give my B gags bigger belly- 
laughs than my own stooges 
give them.’ 

His own stooges rocked in the 
aisles at that one. 

‘Dont kid yourself,’ countered 
the publisher. ‘For your B gags 
you havn’t heard anything from 
me so far but B laughs.’ 














RUBBERNECKERS UP 
R. C. TOURS’ GROSS 


Easter vacation throngs in New 
York this past week shot up attend- 
ance at popular tourist tour spots 


such as National Broadcasting’s stu- 
dio tour and the N. Y. Museum of 
Science and Industry, also housed in 
RCA building. Latter reported Easter 
week business to be 45% ahead of 
comparable week last year, with total 
of 22,193 paid admissions. Museum 
now is running 67,000 ahead of at- 
tendance mark in 1936. 

NBC's studio tour (with higher ad- 
mish fee) reported paid attendance 
of 25,669 or approximately 70% 
ahead of similar Easter week in 1936. 
This tour had March business that 
was about 104% higher than the same 
month last year, with 44,496 paid ad- 
missions recorded last month, 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, April 6. 


Walter Catlett. celebrated his 40th 
anni in the show business by having 
his option picked up..at 20th-Fox. 

Warners lifted option on Pat. C. 
Flick’s writing contract. Studio 
placed Robert Buckner under simi- 
lar. pact. -“— 

Darrell Ware, 20th-Fox writer, re- 
ceived option pickup. 

Michael Jacoby, recently a writer 
at Warners, now at 20th-Fox under 
contract. 

Hal Roach lifted options on Jack 
Jevne and Rosina Lawrence: 

George Seaton and Robert Pirosh 
drew new writing pact at Metro. 

George Oppenheimer handed new 
writing termer at Metro. 

,.Radio lifted, option on Les Good- 
win, shorts director. : 

Mervyn Leroy for second time lifi- 
ed option on Collette Lyons. 

Emanuel Cohen (Major Pictures) 
signed Leo C. Rosten, who writes as 
Leonard Q. Ross, to a termer, start- 
ing in May. 

Richard Arlen sigged a termer at 
Columbia. 

Lucien Ballard, Columbia camera- 
man, had his contract extended for 
year. 

Frank Strayer optioned at 20th- 
Fox. Studio likewise lifted writs on 
acting contracts of Robert Kent and 
Sidney Fields. 

Gladys Lehman sigged term writ- 
ing contract at Columbia. 

Jack Townley pacted at Republic 
for one picture writing-directing 
deal, 

B. P. Schulberg tagged Austin 
Parker to a writing covenant. 

Paramount picked up option on 
Fred MacMurray’s contract. Studio 
also renewed contract of Anthony 
Quinn, actor. 





CENSOR IN VARIETY CLUB 
Columbus, April 6. 


Theatre men here took an ‘enemy’ 
into camp last week when Roy 
Reichelderfer, head of the state cen- 
sor board, accepted an_ associate 
membership in the Columbus Variety 
Club, At the same time Gov. Martin 


L. Davey was made an honorary 
member of the Variety Clubs of 
America. 


The new members were taken in 
at a dinner Tuesday (30) in honor 
of L. C. Goldsol, ‘dean’ of the 
Variety Club. 





Cincinnati, April 6. 

Cincy tent of the Variety Club 
will be represented at national or- 
ganization’s annual powwow, April 
17-18, in Omaha, by H. J. (Pop) 
Wessel, chief barker, and Allan S. 
Moritz, former head man. This year’s 
supper dance and entertainment of 
Tent No. 3 will be held May 22 in 
Pavillon Caprice of the Netherland 
Plaza, at $5 per head. 











Screen Guild 


(Continued from page 2) 














Kenneth Thomson, executive secre- 
tary, who is reputedly influential in 
California labor politics, came east 
for the meetings between the pro- 
ducers’ committee and the Interna- 
tional unions, but received a cold 
shoulder at meeting headquarters. 
SAG claims 5,000 members. Produ- 
cers are refusing to talk to SAG 
but not, it is explained, because 
actors want a closed shop. 


SAG Angle 
Among other things, it is pointed 
out that the SAG, or any other 
group seeking recognition under the 
basic agreement, first must obtain 
approval of the Labor Group, from 


which camp recommendations : are 
made to the producers’ committee. 
Latter cannot discuss inclusion of 


any union organization obviously un- 
til the Labor Group has passed on 
applications. Thus, the SAG is still 
out in the cold so far as negotiations 
direct with the producers are con- 
cerned. This would also apply to 
the draughtsmen, hairdressers, make- 
up artists and art directors, which 
workers, as a group, are attempting 
to tie themselves to the Painters. 
Because of the fact the producers 
cannot see what connection or rela- 
tions these workers have to the 
Painters, the latter are still out. The 
Brotherhood of Painters © interna- 
tional was signatory to the agree- 
ment of 1932, but withdrew because 
of refusal of the producers to let the 


union carry other classifications in 
with them. 
At the sessions just ended the 


Labor Group recommended the rein- 
statement of the Painters Union un- 
der the basic agreement as _ it 
stood in 1932. Producers agreed to 
this but the Pat Casey committee 
was subsequently informed the 
Painters rejected this offer of return 
on the old basis, although they 
would now be receiving the same 
10% increase that has been voted to 
the others. This 10% boost is agreed 
upon for the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters & 
Joiners of America, Interhational 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, Chauffeurs; Stablemen & 
Helpers. of America..-About °15,000 
employees are involved, 
totaling to approximately $3,900,000. 
Painters Can Come In 

As the situation stands now, the 
Painters can come in at any time 
under the basic agreement, at a 10% 
increase, as long as demanded added 
classifications, including draughts- 
men, hairdressers, etc., are not in- 
cluded. While there is apprehension 
on the Coast painters will call out 





increase : 


Philly Exhibs Resolve to Oppose 
Pix Sales Drives, Also Shorts 





Dr. of Shorts 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Sam Katzman, head of Vic- 
tory Pictures, is turning over 
his studio, technical crew and 
other facilities when his own 
company is not in production, 
to J. Farrell MacDonald for use 
in connection with shorts which 
the University of Southern 

California class are making. 
MacDonald is the class tutor. 














Coloring ‘Grand Canyon’ 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Crew of technicians, headed by A. 
M. Chappereau, from the Keller- 


Dorian color photography company, 
have arrived here to make pre- 
liminary arrangements for the pro- 
duction of Grand National’s 
feature, ‘Grand Canyon.’ 
Although the picture will not go 


color 


into production until Richatd A. 
Rowland, producer, completes the 
James Cagney film, ‘Dynamite,’ 


background shots and other scenes 
will be made now in the Grand Can- 
yon and in the wild flower fields 
near Bakersfield. Entire picture will 
be made on location, 





studios and Warners has asked for 
police protection, nothing is known 
here of strike intention by painters, 
though admitted this can. happen, 

No difficulties. are envisaged. with 
respect to’ the laborers, of. which 
there are over 3,000 working: in‘ the 
studios, Of this number, however, 
less than 50% are organized as mem- 
bers of the Utility Workers Union. 
One of the troubles,with the labor- 
ers is understood to be the.fact that 
unions in that field are - fighting 
among themselyes,.complicating the 
situation for. the studios. 


Further meetings on laborers and 
minor details,; under agreements 
reached. have not».been scheduled. 
Heads of major producing companies 
met with the Casey. committee and 
the International heads in obtaining 
speedy major settlements. Union 
heads who sat in included George E. 
Browne, of the IATSE; Daniel J. 
Tobin, Teamsters; Dan W. ‘Tracy, 
IBEW; Joseph N. Weber, American 
Federation of Musicians, and Wil- 
liam L. Hutcheson, United Carpen- 
ters & Joiners. Meetings were at 
Casey’s N. Y. office, 1600 Broadway. 








their geor Presently working in 


Are Binyon's Cheeks Red? 


a 


Or All About That ‘Met Him in Paris’ Loca- 
tion Jaunt to Idaho 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Claude Binyon, original author of 
‘T’se A-Muggin’ when on Variety's 
Chicago staff and for a flock of years 
now an ace script-surgeon at Par, 
where he’s spliced to Wesley Ruggles 
as the company’s most successful 
writer-producer unit, is still, for all 
his opulence, a mugg. 

Life mag caught him with his 
skis apart up in Sun Valley, Idaho, 
where the Harrimans are trying to 
pull a railroad out of the red by 
manufacturing a winter resort with 
the best features of Lake Placid, St. 
Moritz and Lillehammer, Norway. 
He was up there with the ‘I Met Him 
in Paris’ company on location, the 
script he was doing for Ruggles, 
Paramount and Claudette Colbert, 
who didn’t like it in the first place. 

The days ran into weeks and the 
weeks into months. First there 
wasn't enough snow. Then there 
was too much. Then there wasn’t 
enough sun. Then there weren't 
enough troupers off the ill and in- 
jured list. Prattfalls were more 
common along the ski jumps, skat- 
ing rinks and bobsled runs of Sun 
Valley than in an old Mack Sennett 
comedy. 

The outdoor swimming pool sur- 
rounded by snow and heated by a 
natural hot springs couldn’t quite 
boil out all the bumps, bruises and 
charlie-horses which the various 
Viking sports manufactured between 
sunrise, when there was a sunrise 
and sunset. 








of wheeled chair traffic with the pe- 
destrians on crutches, 

Even those who are too smart to 
climb a hill with a pair of skis on 
their back are trapped at Sun Vailey 
into trying the ski chairs which take 
tourists from the hotel to a hilltop 
on a cable like so much copper ore. 
Once up there there’s nothing for 
the skiers to do but strap on their 
skis and scoot down Dollar Drop. 
Alpine experts pick them up at the 
bottom of the ski jump and carry 
them to the hotel infirmary, 

‘I was going along nicely, minding 
my own business,’ is a routine ex- 
planation of what happened, ‘when 
suddenly my skis left the snow and 
refused to come down and boy, what 
a. boop-a-doop I did. That was days 
ago and are my cheeks still red?’ 


Despite hearing and seeing this all 
around him, mugg Binyon let him- 
self be trapped into a skiing cos- 
tume. A candid camera caught him 
and Life printed the pic, billing him 
as the ‘worst skier in Sun Valley, 
{daho,’ 

But Binyon has handed that one 
the runaround, He has returned to 
Hollywood with three medals, one 
of which he claims is for the skiing 
championship of Sun Valley, though 
in the flash act he puts on with it 
it looks suspiciously like a Croix de 
Guerre. War medals can be picked 


| up in Spring street in downtown Lo: 


Angeles for four bucks, Price quoted 
for a skiing medal, specially en- 


The hotel lobby did a heavy play graved, $20.60, including sales tax, 


+ 











Philadelphia, April 6. 

Loud squawk against the weekly 
payment plan on sftorts was let loose 
here this week by board of mana- 
gers of United Motion Picture Thea- 
tre Owners, indie org. Bunch voted 
unanimously to ask all members to 
sign pledge refusing to ink pic con- 
tracts which call for weekly pay- 
ment, 

Board advised members to slow 


on 
signaturing termers for next year 
at this early date. Ordered pens 


kept in pocket until org gives fur- 
ther say-so, 


With every distrib in town run- 
ning a ‘drive’ for somebody or 
something, indie group went on 


record against such selling measures, 
Said it is ‘unalterably opposed to 
these drives as they are not to the 
best interest of the exhibtors or 
healthy to the industry.’ 

All exchanges are pushing sales- 
men to limit to cash in on tail of 
season by grabbing off early dates 
and getting exhib to increase load. 
Among drives are United Artists’ 
‘George Schafer (national sales man- 
age.) Drive’; RKO’s ‘Frank Mce- 
Namee (local manager) Fifth Anni- 
versary Celebration’; Columbia’s 
‘Montague Sweepstakes’; Republic 
‘Salesmen’s Contest’—‘Help Your Ex- 
change Win’; Hollywood | Pictures’ 
‘John Golden (local manager) 
Drive,’ and Fox’s ‘Edgar. Moss 20th 
Anniversary Celebration.’ 


Kiddie Cartoon Shows 
Click in N.Y; 86 Take 


That th@re is a distinct market for 
special kid film programs is _ in- 
dicated from an experiment in New 
York last week. Gilbert Josephson, 
indie exhib, is the experimentor, 
having tried his stunt at the Am- 
bassador, N. Y., a legit house just 
off Broadway, 

Using a single unit portable equip- 
ment, Josephson booked a number 
of cartoon and other shorts, plus 
a couple of radio ‘names’ from kid- 
die programs, such as Uncle Don, 
et al, House was on ai special 
10-day Easter week rental, with 
gross scaled at 25-35c. Two shorts 
were shown, then the stage act, fol- 
lowed by more shorts. 

Week ended with a total b.o. take 








of approximately $8,000, while all 
expenses, including salaries and 
rentals, came to approximately 
$4,200. 


Josephson also uses a kiddie pro- 
gram of the sort for special Saturday 
matinees at the World, on West 49th 
street, N. Y., which he operates reg- 
ularly, This was his first attempt 
of the idea on a wider scale. 


RKO’s $1,193,000 Buy 
Of Palace, Rochester 


Rochester, April 6. 

Palace theatre, 3,500-seater, built 
in 1926, has been sold to RKO in- 
terests, present lessee, for $1,193,000. 
Sale made by the Banorge Corp.., 
representing the University of 
Rochester and the Libanus M. Todd 
estate, to the Rochester Palace Corp.. 
subsidiary of B. F. Keith Corp. and 
RKO Corp. of New York. Trans- 
action called for payment of $353,000 
and assumption of $840,000 mortgage 
held by the University of Rochester. 

Purpose of the deal is to liquidate 
the Todd estate, 

The Palace was built on the site 
of the old Gordon theatre, bought 
by George Eastman at the time of 
building the Eastman theatre to 
eliminate competition in the first 
run field. He presented the site. 
along with the Eastman, Regent and 
Century theatres to the University, 
and the University joined with the 
Todd interests, which owned an ad- 
joining parking station, to build the 
theatre, 








Husing on Par Newsreel 


Ted Husing, Columbia Broadcast- 
ing’s sports announcer, is being con- 
sidered by Paramount newsreel for 
a commentator spot similar to Clem 
McCarthy’s with Pathe News. Par 
has had no particular’ big-name 
spieler recently and understood 
to be opposed to leaving news com- 
mentation in the hands of one an- 
nouncer for its newsreel. In recent 
months, the newsreel has had a 
variety of voices depending on the 
subject matter, 

Husing already does a Broadway 
series for Par release. 
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Private Screenings 





(Continued from page 1) 
least when they do rent ’em. Not 
unusual, according to the dope, for 
a Wall Streeter to spend $400 or so 
for a pic for just himself and his 
family to 0.0. in the living room 
after dinner. i 


pay much attention to the film, but 
chatter, swim, dance or drink, ac- 
cording to age, mood, etc. 

Among those frequently getting 
pix for private showing are Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, Jock Whitney, Irv- 


And likely as not pair | ing Berlin, Eddie Cantor, Tony Sarg, 


will sit and chatter all during the |T, Wallace Orr, John Manville, Mrs. 


screening, only occasionally glancing 
at the film. 
One such gent, who rarely misses 


at least one private showing a week | 
in his home, always remarks that | 
though he| 


the pic is ‘lousy’ even 

never looks at it more than two or 

three times during entire screening. 
Very Exclusive 


Few of those who rent pix show | 


them to big parties. Nearly always 
it's for themselves or five or 
dinner guests. 


Island residents screen pictures on | picture, 
the lawn as a hypo to swimming 
At 


parties 
such 


in their private pools. 
affairs spectators also rarely 


six 
is | 
Occasionally, Long|said he eyes virtually every major | 


iC. V. Whitney, Jules Bache, William 


Randolph Hearst, Walter Chrysler, 
Adolph Zukor, Harry M. Warner 
{and numerous other film heads), 
Frank Henderson, Marshall Field, 
A. C. Blumenthal, Paul Block, John 
Hartford and the McCormicks of 
Chicago. There are many private in- 


| dividuals and number of yacht clubs, 


country clubs and similar organiza- 
tions also making a practice of it. 
In the case of Jock Whitney, it’s 


always getting them long 
before release. Few others insist on 
pre-release pix, but~ most private 
screenings are of current faves. 





Biggies, it appears, don’t like going 
to film houses or mixing with the 
hoi polloi. There’s a steady demand 
for old pix that this type of ‘ex- 
clusive’ film fan missed and hears 
praised or wants to gander again. 


Distribs generally dislike renting 
pix for private showings, but for 
various reasons feel they can’t re- 
fuse. They consequently boost the 
ante skyward. That seems to make 
little difference in the demand, how- 
ever, matter of price being a sec- 
ondary consideration. Prices for fea- 
ture films are rarely under $100 per 
night and sometimes $150 or more. 
Shorts are cheaper. Rental of equip- 
ment and wages of one or two 
operators runs the cost up to the 
$400 to $600 limit. 

Many rentals for private screening 


are arranged direct with distribs, 
but Morrie Legendre, of Royal 


Zenith sound equipment, also does 
much of the booking. He supplies 
sound equipment, operators and de- 
livery service for screenings he 
books and those set direct. He’s vir- 
tually alone in the field. 








Maxwell-GB 











(Continued from page 3) 





day) from New York. He is on his 
way to Paris for his company’s con- 
vention in the French city but also 
is expected to spend some time in 
London considering the local situa- 
tion at close range. 

Kent’s firm and Metro are under- 
stood to have been proffered a bid 
of $7,000,000 or upwards for their 
joint holdings in G-B, and it may 
well be that this matter may come 
to some conclusion during Kent's 
stay on this side. 

Understood here that, 
arrives, John Maxwell 
$3,000,000 back. He put 


when Kent 
will get his 
that sum 


into a stock purchase of G-B on the} 


understanding that 20th would also 
sell him its share of the company, 
but 20th-Fox will not sell. Feeling 
here now is that the prospects for a 





Philip Merivale says: 


“My throat’s grateful for Luckies 





~. independent survey was made recently 
among professional men and women—lawyers, 
doctors, lecturers, scientists, etc. Of those who 
said they smoke cigarettes, more than 87% stated 








they personally prefer a light smoke. 


Mr. Merivale verifies the wisdom of this pref- 
erence, and so do other leading artists of the 
radio, stage, screen and opera. Their voices are 
their fortunes. That’s why so many of them 
smoke Luckies. You, too, can have the throat pro- 
tection of Luckies—a light smoke, free of certain 
harsh irritants removed by the exclusive process 
“T¢’s Toasted”. Luckies are gentle on the throat. 





A Light Smoke 
“It’s Toasted”—Your Throat Protection 


AGAINST IRRITATION—AGAINST COUGH 


—a light smoke” 


"In one of the first important parts I 
did in America, the play called for a 
long and very trying individual perform- 
ance. In every scene for five full acts I 
was on stage talking almost continu- 
ously. The strain made it imperative that 
I safeguard my throat and voice. After 
trying different brands of cigarettes, I 
came across Luckies. They stood the test 


and for many years now I’ve enjoyed 
them. I like the taste of Luckies and my 
throat is grateful for a light smoke.” 


Philp. Merrivale 





THE FINEST TOBACCOS— 
“THE CREAM OF THE CROP” 


Copyright 1957, The American Tcbacco Company 





—— 


deal between the Ostrers and the 





Kent sails today (Wednesday) for 
London, with Walter Hutchinson, 
20th Century-Fox Film foreign chief. 
His version of it is that he’s going 
over to attend the 20th European 
convention in Paris next week. -But. 
of course, he’ll admittedly look over 
the G-B situation. . 





Press Accord 








(Continued from page 5) 








to 500,000, is attributed by trade 
leaders to failure of picture com- 
| panies to supply the needs of editors 
'So-called yarns in press sheets are 
|rated virtually useless unless re- 
| written by the exhibitor to remove 
ithe publicity taint. Because few 
exhibs take the time to do this or 
are unable to do so, this material is 
deemed a wholesale waste. 
Can’t Be Bothered 
With communities of this size, 
majority of publicity releases sent 
in great volume also gencrally hit 


| the waste basket without being 
| opened. Reason is obvious. Staffs 
}on the smaller dailies are not ade- 
| quate enough to wade through the 
| material. Only solution for cities 
of this type, where editors realize 


the reader demand for film news and 
have the space, is for exhibitors to 
glean fresh material from the trade 
papers or take time out to get a 
fresh slant on a publicity story so 
that it will be acceptable for pub- 
lication 

In cities of around 1.000.000 popu- 
lation or more the publishers have 
limited space and must depend on 
news syndicates and press associa- 
tions for matter to dress un their 
theatrical pages. Here the dailies 
have an adequate staff, but aver 
they do not receive the type of text 
that warrants publication. With 
these paners dumping of publicity 
letters into: the basket is a matter of 
routine. 

Pecause of either staff or 
limitations, all important dailies 
more and more are coming to de- 
pend on press services and syndi- 
cates for their material on pictures 
and the industry. It is strictly a 
matter of individual enterprise on 
the part of various companies to see 
that their product, stars and pro- 
duction methods get a break with 
these outfits. That is the onirion of 
leading trade observers. who claim 
that extremely few of them do, but 
through no fault of the syndicates 
and press organizations. 

Reviews 

With reviewing of films, new ob- 
stacles have been tossed in the way 
of pictures getting a fair deal, ac- 
cording to trade association moguls. 
With the decline of the legitimate 
stage, manv play reviewers have 
been transformed into film critics. 
Either that or they have gone over 
to picture reviewing because the job 
pays more. In both instances many 
of them feel that they have been de- 
moted or unconsciously are inclined 
to look down on screen productions. 

Result is that a series of unduly 
severe criticisms follow. In a wey, 
it is a matter that can’t be remedied 
on a wholesale scale, but one that 
must be left to various exhibitors 
to fight out. Reviews in press sheets 
are so biased about the merits of 
each picture that few editors will 
even consider touching these glorifi- 
cations. 

Radio-Minded Publishers 

While industry chieftains continue 
to see no particular reason for news- 
papers charging the picture houses 
a rate two and three times that of 
merchants and other linage users. 
only new talking point to develoo 
recently has been a comparison with 
radio. Even here the exhib some- 
times must encounter publishers who 
have become air-minded to the ex- 
tent of having their own radio sta- 
tions. 

Old argumentative angles that 
sports, particularly baseball and 
football, get full pages or whole sec- 
tious of live: news and seldom, if 
|} ever, advertise, continues to fall on 
deaf ears. But the Hays organiza- 
tion never has taken a determined 
stand on this subject, feeling that 
more could be gained by persuasion 
lor by advising individual exhibitors 
|in specific localities as the setups 
differ in each case. 

But the free space given to radio 
| programs, comments, advance blurbs 
}and reviews look to be an opening 
| wedge in conversations tending 
toward a better understanding. Chief 
| talking point, of course, is that radio 
jis competing with firms that might 
| well be using the newspaper columns 
for advertising while picture thea- 
tres, in recent years, have no such 
taint. 


space 





American group are better than ever. 
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Film Reviews 





PARK AVE. LOGGER 


(Continued from page 15) 





ard’s fault that ‘Park Avenue 
pat fails to shed sparks. The 
director injects all the combustibles 
the script . allows. | And he-man 
O'Brien bulges his biceps and slaps 
the boys about like a dance-hall 
art “put the hostilities are too 


pruiser, : j 
scarce. Ward Bond is okay as the 
menace. Lloyd Ingraham is ditto as 


he rich father. But as the girl in 
the plot, Beatrice Roberts is only the 
girl in the plot. * 

‘Park Avenue Logger is mostly for 
juve miatinees. But with pinch-it 
scripting it might have been top- 
deck stuff. Has some striking logging 
shots. Hobe. 


Die Kleine Schwindlerin 


(‘The' Little Schemer’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(WITH: SONGS) 
Casino Films release of Paramount pro- 
Haas and Harald Paulsen 





duction, Dolly ; 
starred. Directed by Carl Boese. Story by 
Robert Gilbert, music by , Oscar Straus. 


at the 86th St. Casino, N. ¥., week March 


wy Running time, 7 mins. 
Anne te cecccowcc ceed Only, Eaas 
h ....+-Harald Paulsen 
Det Braeutigam. ....6+.eeeee Otte Walbure 
(;wendolyn. pace smaes ar — 
inkel Jeremia ..Hans Junkerman 
ae Vater Pee PT Sey Alfrel Abel 


..eeeee Theo: Lingen 
-+ecee.. Hams Deppe 
-eeee Olga Limburg 


Der Sohn.......+ _ 
Fin Taschendieb.... 
ive Graefin..... ; 
Tady Victoria..... 


(In German, No English Titles) 


Paramount produced this romantic 
comedy with incidental music early 
in 1933 before the Nazi regime. 
Film has some slight bit of merit, 
but far from enough to ease it by in 
the U.S. Indeed, had it had enough 
merit, it would have been shown 
here years before. In its era, it was 
just another light programmer. 

Yarn recounts the now ultra- 
familiar story of the debonair young 
man (Harald Paulsen), who outwits 
a gang of classy crooks trying to 
rook him. Dolly Haas, femme lead, 
has, since this film, had two years 
of English pix and is currently in 
Hollywood for Columbia. Her role 
here is, at outset, that of a member 
of the gang who deserts to help the 
intended victim when she falls in 
jove with him at sight. Miss Haas 
is pretty, vivacious, but for most 
time her acting is trifle too coy, and 
it becomes monotonous. Paulsen’s 
playing is,rather stodgy for the role 
of a bland playboy. Rest of the 
cast managed, but little more. Sup- 
porting troupers are extremely stiff 
and stilted in the main. 

The excitement inherent in the 
story should have been stirred up 
a bit for more gripping effectiveness. 

Direction very good, and consid- 
ering it was done four years ago, 
the camera work on the whole is ex- 
cellent. Print caught was very 
clean. Bert. 


* >. 

Die Goettliche Jette 
(‘The Divine Jette’) 
(GERMAN MADE) _ 

Berlin, March 22. 

Tebis Cinema release of Fanal-Totis 
Europa . production. Direeted by Erich 
Waschneck. Script, Rolf Meyer and Kurt 
Water; music, Georg Hentschel; camera, 
Friedel Behn-Grund. -At Tobis Tauntzien 
and Alhambra, Berlin, March 18, '37. Run- 
ning time, 98 niics. 
Wilhemine Schonborn....Eva Tinschmann 
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EE MES L bide baaed $44 4.o 0K Grethe Weiser 
DLS ladssvedbeankus Marina v. Ditmar 
PO SOME, 6 caneadais cas se Viktor de Kowa 
CTE 812. 40 seneeaebsneneen Ernst Waldow 
RBankdirector .......... Paul Westermeier 
Bia wife ....ccccce Annemarie Steinsieck 
OE ae pas. Kurt Meisel 


peuesesattend Ernst Legal 





: (In German) 
Third film for Tobis this year (and 
all doing well) that takes the thea- 


eves Julie Senda. 


J entice only Polish speaking custom- 


j familiar Polish screen team, hate the 


ing ‘Truxa’ and ‘Premiere.’ This time 
the setting is Berlin about 1900, for 
which Rolf Meyer and Kurt Walter 
have supplied bang-up scripting. 
Surprise of the evening is Grethe 
Weiser. Known here more -for her 
warbling than for any thespic ability. 
She takes hold of the gags and 
drives an expert wallop that lands 
them right where they belong. 
Jette, chansoning in a ‘ten, twent, 
thirt’ smites the heart of a young 
and very susceptible Count 
who has money and theatrical con- 
nections. Audition is 
Jette coming through 
colors, she becomes star 
leading theatre, making a wholesale 
conquest of all the dandies, young 
and old. But the femme end of Ber- 


with 


lin’s Four Hundred gives her such 
a snubbing that Jette is forbidden 
to tread the boards again. Opalla 


paints the glories of being a countess 
and she goes off with him to give 
the castle and his old man the once- 
over. 

Meantime, the theatre being on 
the verge of bankruptcy, the director 
persuades wives and police to wel- 


come Jette back. Fritz is skipped 
off to fetch her, and uses the ruse 
of having found aks. substitute, 
which brings the wanted reaction 


Jette, the darling of Berlin, 
to her public and Fritz. 
Viktor de Kowa gives'a charming 
and competent performance as Fritz. 
Under the direction of Erich Was- 
chneck a snappy tempo is set, which 
de Kowa and Weiser keep going 
to the final clinch. Femme lead 
wears very attractive castumes, 


returas 


off a good-looking pair of gams. Her 
voice is as good as ever and, if this 
recently manifested thespic furbish- 
ing is not just a flash in the pan, 
she should do well by herself and 
producers in the future. 


BEDZIE LEPIEJ 


(‘Happy Days’) 
(POLISH MADE) 
(WITH SONGS) 








Polish-American release of Feniks (Wat 
saw) production, Stars Sueczepko 8=6and 
Tenko. Directed by M. Waszynskiego 


Adapted by E. Schiechter from story by 


N. Sadek and J. Fetke. Dialog by #, 
Schlechter and L. Siarski. Music by H. 
Wars. Camera, A. Wywerka. At the 


Thopin, N, Y., week March 27, 5387, 
ning time, 97 mins. 


Rune 


Szczepke and Tonko.,..Szczepko and Tonko 
MUCEY NG 0.0 ccrceveaccese sow Antoni Fertnet 
i POPP rerEereerrrrire Wanda Jarszewska 
WW OER... 00.00.0009 00009045 Loda Niemirzamka 
POO ca 00:60 6:4:0:505000 Aleksander Zabezynski 
DEPOT co ccccccccesese Wilhelm Korabiowski 
PEOK . cccccsencasesece Stanislaw Sielanaki 
BMAMS.. 04 00 0000000000008 Wanda Zawiszanka 





(In Polish, No English Titles) 

Because this film is being offered 
without the interpretive aid-of Eng- 
lish titles, it's assumed the foreign 
makers of this fanciful comedy, 
which contains bits of native music, 
have shipped the picture abroad to 


ers. Within these limitations the 
picture probably will prove okay. 
Szczepko and Tonko, apparently a 


top leads in this pat and overlong 
comedy spread. ‘ They are a pair of 
fairly good, light comedians. 

In the picture they are two un- 
employed and unkempt toy factory 
hand. By a park bench, while 
pondering over their misfortunes, 
they discover a foundling. The baby 
gets involved in the romantic antics 
of a wealthy blonde enticer and her 
eccentric family, to bring the two 
lads Szcezepko and Tonko to a happy 
finale. The girl accepts the factory 
boss after he shaves his whiskers and 
sings a britone solo for her, all due 
to the baby and the tramps. 

Camera work is good enough and 
the curious angle the lens shows is 











tre as its background; other two be- 


that apparently Warsaw streets are 


Conductor 
Violinist 
Mie 


Opalla, | 
arranged and, | 


flying | 
at Berlin’s | 


which give her a chance to show | 


SEARS BACK, WB TO 
SET CONV. PLANS 


With return to New York yester- 
day (Tues.) of Grad Sears, Warner 
general sales manager, discussions 
will be held with respect to setting 
this year’s convention plans. It: is 
likely that an early sales conclave 
will be held for announcement of 
the 1937-38 program. 

Sears stopped off at San Antonio 
on his return from the Coast, while 
Charlie Einfeld, whe was out there 














| with him, came on direct, arriving 
Friday (2). 
almost devoid of passers-by. Those 


street scenes are rather 
from that standpoint. 

The music incidental but rhythmic 
with the peeuliar plaintiveness of the 
Poles, and the singing is uniformly 
good. Interiors are interesting, 
especially of the ‘heroine’s home 
wherein visitors after walking up- 
Stairs to the front door then start 
downward again to reach the draw- 
ing room. The factory scenes are 
about as fanciful in character. Noth- 
ing unusual in the camera work. 

Shan. 


fantastic 


LAW OF 





Kids are getting to know Bob AIl- 
len’s always a ranger lately. Quick 
as he comes riding into the film 
they all lean back, know the law 
has landed and the situation is well 
in hand. 

This is average western fare, John 
Merton trying te be dictator of 
water rights in a prosperous west- 
ern valley and harassed by Lafe 
McKee’s newspaper. He plugs Mc- 
Kee, but reckons without the rang- 
ers, who come around to see that 
—— is according to Uncle 

am, 


Merton plays the toughie okay, 
and Bob Allen’s more nearly ‘all 
| right this trip, though still a gentle- 
lames in rough and tumble fighting. 

Barn, 


DARO’ UN MILIONE 
(‘I Will Give a Million’) 
(ITALIAN MADE) 


Nuevo Mondo 








release of Novello Film 
production. Stars Vitterie be Sica and 
Assia Noris. Directed by Mario Camerini. 
From story by Cesare Zavattini and Giaci 





Mondani. Music by Gian Luca Toechi, 
edited by Consorzio. At Teatro Cine Roma, 
. N. ¥., week ‘ch 27, °S7. Running time, 
7$ Minos, GL > ‘ 
A 4 60400 Vend fall senna seen Vittorie De Sica 
AGB s cvvccceccemece ee eccccccsess Assia Noria 
PPE, 6600440 c0mede de e -Luigi Almirante 
se. are +» Marie Gallina 
sn a, SEL REREREEOE ETT Peete France Coop 
Primerose’'s wile.......... Gemma Bolegnesi 
errr Ter Pp rer re Cesare Zopetti 





(In Italian, No English Titles) 


Fair romantic comedy results from 
gungling treatment of an excellent 
story. Production is slipshod and 
inept, editing is clumsy and photogra- 
phy uncomplimentary. But the story 
and some of the acting save it from 
complete fizzle. Has rich possi- 
bilities for Hollywood remake. In 
its present shape it’s so-so material 
for Italian audiences and offers little 
to others. 

Millionaire announces he'll dis- 
guise himsélf as a beggar and will 
donate a million to anyone who does 
an unselfish act in his behalf. As 
no one knows which hobo is really 
the miHionaire, every one in town 
goes overboard with generosity to 
the’ tramps. Practically tear each 
other to bits for the privilege of be- 
friending every bum in sight. 

All sorts of comic possibiltes of- 
fered in that situation, one being the 
respectable, but shabbily dressed 
gent who hits the roof whenever 
anyone offers him charity. 

Millionaire meets a circus gir] and 
romance develops. Plenty of dizzy 
comedy when the assembled 


lionaire finally realizes the girl 





ft Sm 


SECOND YEAR 


SHEA’S BUFFALO THEATRE 


“Arne ef the lachrymase fiddle heads the parade of Shea entertain- 


ment. 


Seldom has he given us as nicely sorted and as smartiy cen- 
nected a batch of tanes as he vends this week. 
erenm ef sanset eperetta, he is the hit ef the new bill at the Baffale.” 





As he whips off the 
Ardis Smith, BUFFALO TIMES. 


SS 


really believes him a beggar, isn’t in- 
terested in riches and loves him for 
himself. He reveals his identity 
to her, while a hobo, posing as the 
millionaire in disguise, throws a 


party for the other down-and-outers. | 


That story, given deft treatment 
and Hollywood's technical pro- 
ficiency and casfing, could be made 
an extraordinary film—particularly 


with the current vogue for ‘Mr. 
Deeds’ and ‘Man Godfrey’ type | 
yarns. 


Vittorio De Sica is convincing and 
colorful as the millionaire, Assia 
Noris is okay in the not-so-well de- 
veloped part of the girl, and Luigi 
Almirante is funny as the beggar 
with whom the millionaire -swaps- 
duds. Hobe. 


THE RANGER 


hobos | 
are given open house at the circus, | 
with heavy banquet included. Mil- | 





| Detroit Strike 


(Continued from page 7) 








| 





the situation cleared before this was 
necessary. 


Return booking of ‘Boy Meets Girt’ 


local one-night stand, when the com- 
pany ran into a truckdrivers’ strike 
|}and was unable to get its scenery 
|from the railroad. No way of 
spreading the word at that hour ex- 
| cept by radio, and Raymond N. Har- 





ris, manager, had to turn them away | 


at the doors. Many touples came 
from towns over a 200-mile area’ on 
the Eastern Shore. Each did an in- 
| dividual burn at the box office and 
| had to be told the whole story in 
| person. 
Frank M. Pappa, president of the 
stagehands’ local, said his ynion_ was 
| ready to work and was not yespon- 


; sible in any way for preventing the | 


| performance. 
| 

Picture house biz apparently un- 
| affected by the strike. 


Reinstate Empire 

The . Mayor's 
Motion Picture 

| quested that 


Survey Board on 
Dispute 
members of 
pire State Operators’ 
charged 


the 
Union, 


Em- 
dis- 
theatres of the Inde- 
| pendent Theatre Owners’ Associa- 
| tion, be reinstated in their jobs, 


from 


| Sam A. Lewisohn, chairman of the 
| board, announced. 

| The request was made in a jetter 
| addressed to Joseph Basson, ‘presi- 
| 


t 
Columbia produ om; and release. Stars 
Bob Allen; fea s°WAuine Shepard, John 
Merton, Hal Tahaferre, Directed by Spen- 
;} cer Gorden Bennett from story by Jesse 
| A Duffy and Joseph Levering; camera, 
|} James 5 Brown, Jr.; sound, Tom Lam 
bert; editor, Dwight Caldwell. At Kiva, 
fiincoln, dual. uaa s time, O8 mins } 
ne” tsesecnhand dene , Perera Bob Allen 
VOGEL. ct tdand «santa eee . ¥laine Shepard | 
errr eS ecoees JOHN Merton 
Wall eos Hal Tahiatenro 
Polk coos Late Mekee 
PUG dhe 6sd0ssd0n 020400 d cae Tom London 
Steve .» Charlies Whittaker 
Zeke ccscwccepsesccpece Aornegt Adams 
VARIOUS wide ch 00400000600 + Lane Chandler 


dent of Local 306 ‘of the Interna: 
tional Alliance of “Theatrical Stage 
| Employes and Harry Brandt, presi- 
| dent of the Independent Theatre 
| Owners Association and signed by 
| Messers. Lewisohn, Howard S. Qull- 
| man and William Collins, 


| FILM ENGINEERS PREP 


would be sent through the mails, but 


(legit) was cancelled two hours be- | Roosevelt tn 
fore the curtain time Wed. (15), its |beem made by K. F. Morgan, exec 


has re- | 


FOR L. A. MEET IN MAY 


Hollywood, April 6. 
| Preliminary plans for the 1937 
| Spring convention of the Society of 





Motion Picture Engineers at the 
hotel, May 24-28, have 


of the Electrical. Research Enter- 
| prises, Inc., and chairman of: the 
| Pacific Coast section of the ergan- 
| ization. 

Officers and committees, function- 
ing under S. K. Wolfe, prez. are 
iW. C. Kwunzman, convention vicc- 
|prez; J. I. Crabtree, editorial v.p.; 
iH. G. Tasker, past prez. G. F. 


| Raekett, exee v.p.; G., E. Matthews, 
| chairman, papers committee; dunz- 
man, E. R. Geib, S. Harris and C. W, 
Handley, registration commuttes. 
Luncheon for, members, tamilies 
and guests will feature opening day 
with a banquet and dance skeded for 
| May 26. 


Metro's Own Color 
Cartoon Dept. West 


Hollywood, April 6 
Metro is installing its own coler 
cartoon dept. to turn out its own 
shorts when the Harman-Ising con- 
tracts run out next year. Organiza- 
tien is taking shape with first series 
of 13 cartoons soon under way. 


Fred Quimby says it will be an 
entirely new idea in cartoons and 
will be announced in detail at the 


Metro convention here. 


RIN, JR., IN CANADIAN PIC 
Hollywood, April 6. 


Latest Hollywood actor to go 
British is the quadruped Rin-Tin- 
Tin, Jr., 


He has trained to. Victoria, B. C., 
for six weeks’ work ‘in’an English 
picture being shot in Canada, 
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HELD OVER 


with BING CROSBY 


—ON THE STAGE— ' 
EDDIE DUCHIN AND HIS ORC. 
ALSO CALGARY BROS, 
NEILLA GOODELLE 

















| “HISTORY IS MADE 
AT NIGHT” 











‘WAIKIKI WEDDING’ | 







“When You’re in Love” 
with CARY GRANT 


VAUDEVILLE 
TED LEWIS & ORCH. 








2ND WEEK 
RED-BLOODED ADVENTURE! 


SILENT BARRIERS 


with RICHARD ARLEW, LILL! PALMER, 

ANTOINETTE CELLIER, BARRY MACKAY 
and a Cast of Thousands 

All Beats Reserved Prices (plus tax), Mats, 




















and the Lady” 


On the Stage 


LAMBERTI— 
GWYNNE & CO. 


ROXY 


ALL ro 
smatse? 1 P.M. 
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UNITED , WICE New {',.%6., 63 3 Shows 
ARTISTS R j Vv Oo L wth st DAILY riterion — sat., sua. 
’ » 2:45-8:45 Bway & 45th St. & Hals. 4 
4 
, Bway. at 45th St, ~ 
ith Av. & 50th M. “Soldier All Seats Reserved 


Twice Daily, 2°45, 4:45, 
Mun & HWHol., 3:00, 
6:00, 8:45 Midnite # 
Show Sat. Prices (ping 
tax): Meta. (ex, Sat, 
Sun, & Bal.) ih 
$1. Fves Sc to 82 
Maturday Midnite and ¥ 
fiunday 6 P.M... 5c to 
$1.50 
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JEANETTE 


MacDONALD ° 


NELSON 
EDDY 
in “MAYTIME” 
Coming! HARLOW-TAYLOR 
“PERSONAL PROPERTY” 








BILL PEIRCE TO MONO 


tional, 


Will be under supervision of Scott 


R..Dunlap,.v.p..in charge of predpc:. 


tion. 





| William Peirce, assistant publicity | 
head under Ed Finney at Grand Na- | 
goes to Monogram as Coast | 
publicity director, effective April 19. | 
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CBS SPIELERS, DIRECTORS IN N. Y. GUILD; 
HICAGO UNION MOVEMENT IN ABEYANCE 





Petrillo’s Refusal to Step In Opens Door to A.F.L. Vs. 


C.1.0. Controversy—Sustaining Conditions at La- 


bor’s ee poner WCEL, Cited in Chi by C.I1.O. 


Meeting was held Monday night 
(5) at CBS in New York as the re- 
sult of which Roy S. Langham, a 
production director for the network, 
called upon Edward Klauber, top | 
v.p., on Tuesday and presented a 
plea for employes. Four points— 
recognition of organization, maxi- | 
mum hours, minimum pay and ‘ar- 
bitration of other dissatisfactions’— 
were laid down by Langham, acting 
as ‘president’ of the American Guild 
of Radio Announcers and Producers. 





Langham declined to name_ to 
Variety the other officers of the 
Guild. 

Klauber informed Varisery Tues- 


day afternoon that Columbia would 
deal with the Guild, if and when 
some evidence of a reasonable char- 
acter was established to convince 
the management Guild was repre- 
sentative. Both sides deprecate any 
‘company union’ hint. 
claims to have behind him the over- 
whelming number of CBS produc- 
tion employees, omitting the five 
spielers who are classified as artists, 
Ted Husing, Paul Douglas, Bob 
Trout, David Ross, 
These five have special 
with network. 

Langham 


body at NBC nor with any other 
outside body. No union of this kind | 
exists at present. Actors Equity | 
Assn. apparently is not concerned in | 
any way. 





Chicago, April 6, 
Internal dissension may disrupt the 
unionization of radio actors and an- | 


nouncers here before the movement | Thomas’ 
gains much headway or comes out in | 


the open. Following the refusal of 
James C. Petrillo of the Musicians 
Union to accept an invitation to or- 
ganize the broadcasting talent there 
has been a good deal of restaurant 
table conversation about the next or- 
ganizational procedure. 

A.F. of L. versus C.1.0O. is the point 
now up for discussion. While re- 
specting Petrillo’s reputation for get- 
ting results and his skill in organiz- 
ing now that he has withdrawn the 
A.F, of L. connection is apparently 
less attractive to part of the group 
which has been doing the behind- 
the-scenes agitating for unionization. 

Weakness in the A.F. of L. par- 
tisans’ case, from the C.1L.O. advocates’ 
viewpoint, lies in the example of 
Station WCFL here, which is owned, 
controlled and managed by A.F. of L. 
organized labor, but is rated by talent 
as among the worst offenders in the 
matter of talent abuses and non-pay- 
ment for work, 

Labor’s Example 

Why affiliate with or get excited 
about A.F. of L. if the labor station 
itself sets such an example, the C.I.O. 
boys are saying. Also recalled and 
used as an argument is the crack- 
down Petrillo himself pulled on 
WCFL a year or two ago when mu- 
sicians’ rules were found unobserved. 

Latest allegation hurled at WCFL 





‘Popeye’ Going Into 
Big Coin—$5,000—So 
Wheaties Is Hedging 


Return of ‘Popeye the Sailor’ to 
the radio next autumn is uncertain 
as far as its former sponsor, Wheat- 
ies, is concerned. King Features is 
demanding a push-up on _ royalty 
rights from $2,000 weekly to $2,500. 
This means the program, a kid show 





for kids, will hit around $5,000 
weekly in production cost. Spon- 
sors gulping hard at that. Rohra- 


baugh & Gibson, 
agency. 

‘Popeye’ cost $1,500 weekly first 
season but second year saw boost 
to $2,000. Program washed up for 
season couple weeks ago. 
three-a-weeker. 


Philadelphia, 


is 





Air Spieler Screen Tested 
Carlton KaDell, 
Helen Broderick-Vic Moore 
Stars’ program (National Biscuit) on 
CBS, has been screen tested. 
By Warner Bros. 


concerns Way 


| commercia 


Langham | 


| being on for a while, the non- -paid | coming to Earle here May 4, WC AU | 


Andre Baruch. | 
contracts | 
further states that the | 
Guild is not affiliated with any like | 


sustaining programs to 
1 accounts, with 
performers nor writers being paid. 
Specially, the station is reported to 
have acquired two three-a-week 
script shows, ‘Raspberry College’ and 
‘Under City Skies,’ on a sustaining 
basis, which means all actors and 
writers work for the opportunity cf 
going on the air, only. 


using plug 


station had an account which wanted 
one of the shows, but couldn't de- 
cide which, so commercial copy was 


inserted in each, with the program | 


which drew the most mail after the 
test presumably to be taken over by 
the account. 


Plug, which offered a hair tonic | 
| sample as a giveaway, did everything 


but mention the sponsor’s name, and, 
in several instances, was miked by 
the performers in the script. After | 


actors and writers were told that the | 
sponser hadn’t decided yet, so the | 
‘test’ would have to run over a longer 
period. At the present time, it’s still | 
going on, and sponsor still doesn’t | 
know. 

Group here who are to form the 


nucleus of a radio performers’ union | 
investigating the charges fur- 


are 
ther, 


RCA SCRAM SHRINKS 
LORD & THOMAS STAFF 


Radio 








desiieaiaied of Lord &|} 
New York office was put | 
through the personnel wringer last 
week as a result of the loss of the 
RCA Matinee program. All together 
30 employees were dropped. Place- 
ment of the show under NBC’s wing 


billings to the agency. 


Ted Sisson, who worked on the) 
RCA production, stays with the | 
agency. He had been with L&T for 
almost a year. Though the axe) 
passed over him, George Corey, who | 
did the RCA program’s scripting, | 
has handed in his resignation, ef-| 
fective this Friday (10) so that he 





it was a radio but of 


announcer on the | 
*Twin | 


can devote himself to the revamp- 
ing of a play, ‘The Valley,’ on which 
William A. Drake has taken an op- 
tion for Broadway production. 
Corey, who came to L&T from J. 
Walter Thompson a year and a half 
ago, is also under assignment to do 
one for the Group Theatre. 
Richard Carroll was 
writer with the RCA show, 
currently in Hollywood on a special 
task for the agency. 


another 


neither | 


Subsequently, | 
actors and writers were told that the | 


meant a clip of $1,200,000 a year in | 


He is| 





$1,000-a-Wk. Vs. Trouble 


 1-Sided, Thinks Levy; | 


Explains Music Attitude 


in which the outlet is 


Philadelphia, April 6. 


Doc Levy, prexy of WCAU, ex- 
plains why station wc ‘t hire union 
house band, like every other impor- 


tant station in town. It’s all a mat- 
ter of economics, according to Doc. 
He admits absence of band has 
caused him plenty of headaches—but 
not $1,000 a week worth of head- 
aches. And he estimates hiring 16- 
piece orch with arrangers will sock 
him an even G a week. 


He will agree, he says, 


and commercial. But it’s nix 
on the stuff if purely for sustaining 
because he'd have use of orch for 
two hours a day and he doesn’t have 
two hours of sustaining. He denies, 
and definitely, any mood to make 
contributions to the union, which he 
| considers a house band to be. 


As for matter of Benny Goodman, 


| ing 


will use the orch on regular Tuesday | 
night (CBS) Camel program as| 
| usual. Powders were in order last | 
week when union edicted that Good- | 
man would have to air from New 
| York, 
pumping and taking and WCAU out, 
or pay the men double, half going to 
the Union. 

Doc is sure of only one thing— | 
| that WCAU is going to use the pro- | 
| gram and WIP is not. How it’s ac- 
| complished he doesn’t care, but it! 
| will undoubtedly be brought about | 
| by Goodman forking to the union. 


| when problem will be duplicated | 


hen Horace Heidt plays here with 
| orch used on Alemite show, also Co- 
| lumbia. 


‘AIR FEATURES WEEKLY 











| 
| 
| Air Features, Inc., program pro- 
| ducing organization for Blackett- 
| Sample- Hummert, will start holding 
| weekly auditions for mike aspirants 
it has arranged for a 
It_ is 


as soon as 


/Tegular auditioning hall. 


| figured to devote the entire Friday | 


each week for the listening to sing- 
ers, dramatic players and comics. 

J. E. Sauter, Air Features prez, 
plans to make available for gratis 
culling to any advertising agency the 
talent files developed as a result of 
these auditions. The service will 
,not put the agencies under any obli- 
fsation to Air Features. 








Joe Carroll quits as p. a. of Con- 
necticut WPA Theatre of the Air to 
vend liquor for a New Haven dis- 
| tr ributor. 








Chevrolet Waxes 26 15-Minute 
Shows: Craig West, Dean East 





Chevrolet cut 
transcriptions in last two weeks at 
World Broadcasting studios, New 
York. These were to fill time com- 
mitments between April 4 and May 
30 on 401 stations during the period 
of time Walter Craig will be absent 
in Hollywood overseeing the Chevro- 
let network program. Craig han- 
dles both web and wax ends of 
Chevrolet for Campbell - Ewald 
Agency but with Rubinoff due west 
for a 20th Century-Fox film pro- 
ducer had to get the waxings suffi- 
ciently far ahead to span period of 
absence from New York. 

In lining up so much guest-star 


popular type now prominent in 
less than star rating. 
Featured soloists are rated in the) 
broadcast 
around $300 per broadcast, some | 
lower, some higher. Included 
order of bookings) are: 

Kirberry, 


Gogo Delys, and 





Fray 


Braggiotti, Shirley Howard, Phil 


26 quarter-hour 


talent for the transcriptions at one | 
whack Chevrolet is thought to have | 


(in | 


Duey, Virginia Verrill, Reed Ken- 
nedy, Ray Heatherton, Ruth Car- 
hart, Honey Dean, Jerry Cooper, 
Mary Eastman, Buddy Clark, Con- 
nie Gates, Morton Bowe, Willie Mor- 
ris, Edward Nell, Benay Venuta, 
Teri Franconi, Arlene Jackson, Ar- 
thur Jarret, Patti Pickens, Robert 
Simmons, Aunt Jemima, Johnny 
Hauser, Lois Bennett, Barry McKin- 
ley, Donald Dovis, Mary Small, 
Ohman and Arden, Clarke Dennis, 
Casper Reardon. 

Chevrolet is modifying slightly its 





production formula for both the net- | 
| work (93 stations) and the transcrip- | 


tion shows. 
both cases, 


Rubinoff continues in 
but with the network 


| booked in by Craig. Virginia Rae 
and Jan Peerce do not go west. 
Walter Cassel, 


| augmented. 

With the arrival in Hollywood of | 
| Walter Craig, the Campbell-Ewald 
/returns east. He was on assignment 
to another Campbell-Ewald account. 





to union | 
band if allowed to play both sustain- | 


or air from here with WIP | 


AUDITIONS TO START 


| continentals emanating from here, 








Wednesday, April 7, 19: 7 


























1937 1936 1935 1934 
January eeseeseses $3,541,999 $2,681,895 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
PORTUATY cicccccee S206782 2,714,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 
BEGICH = ginsvcéessce Stee 3,037,873 3,025,308 2.507.890 
TOUR dct adcss ses $10,452,064 $8,434,068 $8,678,644 $7,111,194 
CBS 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
January ...cecccsee $2,378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 
PEbruary sccccscaccx S260317 1,909,146 1,654,461 1,387,823 
March cccccccccccse 2,550,716 2,172,382 1,829,553 1.524.904 
MA 4x some epee $7,202,653 $5,982,551 $5,252,963 $4,318 615 
MUTUAL 
1937 1936 
POMGEY -Ksicnadeeaweccads .. $187,362 $166,266 
February sccccs ekewonens 202,088 152,064 
PONE aindios cand dadinn cles « 212,861 191,483 
BOG: 660040048004 ee $602,311 $509,813 








NBC Paced for $40 


000,000 Gross; 


Columbia 187, Mutual al 10%, Up 





CBS IN NEW H’WOOD 
STUDIO BY DECEMBER 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Columbia will be in its new $2.,- 
| 000, 000 Hollywood plant by Dec. 1. 
| Okay from the building commission 
was received last week. New Frisco 





| studio and transmitter, at an outlay 


| of around $500,000, will be in oper- 
| ation around May 1. 

| Hollywood went on the main line 
of the network last Thursday (1), 


NBC is on the way to going over 
the $40,000,00 mark in time sales for 
1937. What has invariably served as 
an index for the forthcoming vear’s 
gross, and this includes radio's de- 
pression period, is the total for the 
network’s first quarter. NBC's gross 
for the initial quarter of 1937 
$10,452,064. The web’s income for 
1936’s first quarter figured $8,434.068 
and the gross on the year was $34.- 
523,950. 

For the past month of March NBC 


is 





taking the feed direct from Salt 
Lake instead of on the rebound 
from Frisco. Traffic department has 
been moved here from the north 
with Allen Cormack in charge. 


| join J. Walter Thompson as aide to | 


Danny Danker’ occasioned two 
changes on_ production contact. 
Glenhall Taylor goes on the Joe 


Penner broadcast and Bill Goodwin 
draws the Eddie Cantor show. Jack 
Dolph, as executive assistant to 
Thornburgh, will be in supervisory 
command for the chain on all.trans- 








CBS Frisco Studios 
San Francisco, April 6. 

New studios and offices to be built 
on the roof of the Palace Hotel for 
CBS. Four sizable studios and a 
small one for speakers. Expenditure, 
according to the building permit, in- 
volves about $40,000, although the 
figure quoted to the press in Holly! 
wood by the web's vice-prexy, Don- 


Paul Rickenbacker’s resignation to | 


grossed $3,614,283 and Columbia §$2.- 
| 559,716. Compared to March of last 
year these figures represented a 19% 
| boost for NBC and 17.8% for Co- 
lumbia. Breakdown of NBC’s total 
gave the red (WEAF) link $2,531,322 
| and the blue (WJZ), $1,082,961. 
NBC in March, 1936, did $3,037,873. 
It was $3,025,308 the year before and 
in ’34, $2,507,890. Columbia’s March, 


| 36, gross was $2,172,382, while the 
| previous March gave it $1,829.553 
and the one before that (1934), 


$1,524,904. 

Mutual's gain for March was about 
10% over same period a year ago. 
Chalked up $212,861 against $191,483 
in March, 1936. 


Chase & Sanborn Talent 
Dickering Continues 


J. Walter Thompson agency has 
about decided to drop negotiations 











ald Thornburgh, in charge of Coast 
operations, was several times that | 
amount 

Rumors are afloat that CBS will 
add the San Jose transmitter, KQW, 
of the Northern California Broad- | 
casting System, to its network. Ralph | 
Brunton, NCBS manager, has just re- | 
turned from Washington, where he | 
petitioned the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission for a power boost | 
from 1,000 to 5,000 watts for KQW. 
He also sought an increase in the op- | 
erating schedule of KJBS, NCBS sta- | 


| 


tion in San Francisco, which is silent | 
from sunset to 10 p.m. at present. 





Dr. Rockwell Touring 
The Ady. Agencies 


Doc Rockwell, stage and radio 
comic, now in the ‘program idea’ end 
of the biz. 

He’s making the rounds of the | 
agencies with a briefcase loaded 
with five different program pro- 
posals. To prove he’s really peddling 
ideas only in his new endeavor, | 
Rockwell has not included spots for | 








show in Hollywood for six weeks, | 
used nearly every musical soloist of guest stars from that end will be/|of British Broadcasting Corp., 


self in any of scripts. 





Maschwitz on Coast 








Erie Maschwitz, program director | 
is in| 
Hollywood on a 10-day o.o. of the} 
broadcasting tactics and facilities | 


Warner film tenor, is | used on the Coast end of chain air- | 
trade as usually priced | set for the Coast series but will be | ings. 


| 
ti Coming over to the U. S. to ar- 


| which BBC will waft over. 


range for the Coronation airings | 
Masch- | 
Irene Beasley, Patti Chapin, Ralph | producer now out there, Louis Dean, | witz will give a gander at the N. Y. 
methods of radio handling before | 
| plowing back across the pond 





i 


for services of Jeanette MacDonald 


|}on new Chase & Sanborn show de- 
| buting May 9. Miss MacDonald has 
| volleyed back all offers, as she has 


always done when approached by 
radio for other than very infrequent 
| guest shots. Singer also nixes per- 
sonal appearances. 

Agency has now started a dicker 
|for Betty Jaynes, 16-year-young so- 


| prano, discovered last autumn by the 
| Chicago Opera Co. 


Meanwhile, Nelson Eddy has not 


| yet been squiggled for show in fall, 


either. Baritone is unwilling to com- 
mit self for radio for more than 1l6- 
week period, and account wants his 
services through next season. Eddy 
dicker is by no means dead, how- 
ever. 





Visiting 


In New York 

Leonard Erickson, CBS, Chicago. 

George Bayard, CBS, Chicago. 

Bill Williamson, Radio Sales. 
cago. 

Harry Smith, WBBM, Chicago. 

Frank Albert, 2UW, Sydney. 

Raymond Morgan, Don Lee net- 
work. 

Bill Schudt, WBT, Charloite. 

H. P. Sherman, WJJD, Chicago. 








Chi- 


Chicago 
Wally Husted, WCCO, Minne- 
apolis. 
| E. K. Cohan, CBS, New York. 


Paul White, CBS, New York. 
Joe Marland, WHO, Des Moines. 
Gene O’Fallon, KFEL, Denver. 
Don Davis, WHB, Kansas City. 
William Gellatly, WOR. New York. 
Bill Lewis, CBS, New York. 











a 





> ew «a 


ey ree 


, — we ' 





7 an 





™~ 





_Wednesdsy, April 7, 1937 








___—~*xRADIO 


VARIETY a 








AGENCIES TO INCUBATE OWN 





NETWORK SHOWMANSHIP! 





After five years talk is heard again that the networks would like to 


regain control, lost in 1932, over their own commercial programs. 
does not take this wistful notion very seriously. 


they really do entertain ambitions, 


Trade 
And the networks, if 


have themselves to blame if nobody 


takes their pretentions to showmanship seriously. 





Out 


of a cargo of vice-presidents 
tive showmanship as part of his job. 


NBC 
CBS 


has just one 
has had fewer 


with crea- 
v.p.’s but 


searcely more showmanship. Salesmanship and circulation have ruled 
the networks so long that the habit is fixed and would take more of a 
revolution in attitude than anybody thinks probable. 





Seme of the advertising agencies might be only too delighted to pass 


back those production headaches. 
will have something to say. 


It may be assumed, however, 


sponsors 





Record of the commercial program departments of NBC and CBS in 
selling ideas to accounts is unimpressive and has been for a long time. 
Artists’ services do a nice enough job piling up commissions from place- 


ments of individual artists on programs, 
and whatnot but this is simply brokerage, not showmanship. 
has constantly boomeranged against network showmanship prestige. 


vaudeville bills, in clubs, hotels 
Moreover it 


Net- 


work’s judgment and the sincerity of recommendations has been repeat- 
edly discredited, chiefly because the commish-hungry artists’ services push 
those whom they have signed up: or want to push. 





Local stations have a far better average of program showmanship than 


the networks. 


In New York WHN produced Major Bowes, WMCA the 


Good Will Court and Five Star Final, while WOR has been active in pro- 


duction for years. 


WHB, Kansas Citly; WGN and WBBM, Chicago; KSTP, St. Paul; 


WGR, Buffalo; WXYZ and WJR, Detroit; KMBC and 


WLW, 


Cincy; KFWB, Hollywood; KGW-KEX and KOIN, Portland, WFFA, Dallas; 
and other local stations have displayed an aggressive brand of program 
showmanship both more realistic and more impressive than the big webs. 





Webs have done fine things in special events. 
showmanly flair in their research and sales promotion. 


They have even had a 
But they have 


floundered pretty badly im program creation because essentially the big 
boys appear to regard it as a small side-matter and not as the big thing. 
Selling time and signing up stations, not building programs, is what fasci- 


nates ’em. 2 





It’s a matter of attitude. 


And until the attitude is changed, the trade 


will have the networks spotted as utilities; not entertainment factories. 





BIG TEN GAMES 
FOR $150,000 
PROBABLE 


Chicago, April 6. 

While everything is quite sub rosa 
there is considerable smoke hover- 
ing over the Western Conference 
(Big 10 football group), and the 
smoke messages spell the possibility 
of commercial auspices for the Big 
10 football tussles this coming sea- 
son. 

Reported quotation in the deal is 
$150,000, to be split into 10 equal 
portions among the colleges for the 
exclusive broadcast privileges. Deal 
would actually mean broadcast 
rights to the games between the con- 
ference teams, and would not in- 
clude games between a conference 
team and a non-conference college 
unless okayed by the outside school. 

Plan is to broadcast the game 
simultaneously in the two towns in- 
volved. Thus when Ohio State plays 
Minnesota, the sponsor would pur- 
chase time on a Columbus and a 
Minneapolis-St. Paul station for the 
play-by-play; when Northwestern 
plays Michigan, the game would be 
on a Detroit and Chicago station. 
With as many as five intra-Big 10 
games possible at one time, it means 
that the prospective sponsor would 
be on 10 stations that Saturday 
afternoon. 





Philadelphia, April 6. 
N. W. Ayer has renewed contract 
of last year with WIP to outlet all 
Temple University football games for 
Atlantic Refining. Nine games. start- 
ing Sept. 24 and ending Nov. 20. 


GRANT RADIO TOPPER 
FOR GENERAL MOTORS 


R. H. Grant, General Motors’ 
Tanking sales exec., has 
taken over the supervision of the 








top 


personally | 


Combine’s radio activities. Move in- 
oo every one of the organiza-| 
ion s 


auto brands and products, and 
was 
aay Special official designation. 

Under the new setup the various 
GM units will carry on their broad- 
Cast operations through Grant. 


made without Grant assuming 





EASY ACES’ MANAGER 


Theatre Man, Old Pal, Moves to 
Manhattan for Job 








Cincinnati, April 6. 

Manny Shure, a theatre manager 
here for RKO since 1930 and at the 
Albee during past three years, has 
resigned to become personal repre- 
sentative for the Easy Aces, whom he 
joins this week in New York. They 
have been friends since meeting some 
years back, when Goodman Ace was 
a critic and Shure a theatre manager 
in Kansas City. 

A farewell dinner was tendered 
Shure Monday (5) in the Variety 
club, of which he was second vice- 
president and a charter member. 

Joe Alexander replaces Shure at 
the Albee and is succeeded at the 
Palace by Erwin Bock. 





Transcription Series 
So Identical Sponsors 
Squawk to WEBR, Balto 


Baltimore, April 6. 

Similarity to theme on two differ- 
ent transcription comrnercials on 
station WFBR here had studio execs 
on the receiving end of squawks 
from both sponsors this week. 

‘Lives of the Great” and ‘Makers 
of History,” both waxed programs 
from different sources, turned out 
to be on the life of Ben Franklin 
and each treated in like vein, 








Myers’ Station Record 





Portland, Ore., April 6. 


KOIN is producing more network | 


releases than come from any burg 
this size in the country, says C. W. 
Myers. Some 12 programs weekly 
originate from KOIN for CBS. All 
studio productions except one dance 





TALENT TRYOUTS 
IN OUMMER LULL 


Coast Lads Figure There’s 
Star Material Abroad 
the Land and That If Val- 
lee Can Dig "Em Up, Why 
Not They — Test-Tubing 
While Stars Take Their 
Layoff 


THOMPSON’S LINEUP 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Laboratories to develop new talent 
over the summer months will re- 
place many network shows airing 
from this slope. Need of new blood 
for the fall resumption has many 
agencies working on the incubator 
idea. Young & Rubicam, William 
Esty and Ruthrauff & Ryan are in- 
terested in the experiment and are 
casting about for players who might 
lend themselves for development in- 
to radio headliners. 

Agencies have been in mind as a 
precept the yeoman duty Rudy Val- 
lee has performed for J. Walter 
Thompson. Running over the list of 
kilocyele favs who got air baptism 
from the Connecticut Yank, boys 
recognize Bob Burns, Edgar Bergen, 
Burns and Allen, Lou Holtz, Milton 
Berle, Frank Fay, Joe Penner and a 
host of lesser lights. That's the en- 
thusiasm tipoff of the possibilities of 
the guest biz. 


Jello Substitute 


First to hit the lab idea on the 
Coast is Tom Harrington of Y. & R., 
who will carbon the Vallee idea on 
the Jello show while Jack Benny 
idles. With Don Wilson as ringmas- 
ter, newcomers (not amateurs) will 
be trotted out each week with the 
hope that at least one real bet will 
be developed. 

Sam Moore of the Esty office will 
strip down the Camel show with a 
few unknowns tossed in occasionally 
for public reaction. Tiny Ruffner 
will operate along similar lines while 
Al Jolson. and Joe Penner take their 
| summer “respite. 

Agency producers are agreed that 
if out of the whole shebang they un- 
cover one juve emcee or comic, the 
test-tubing will have well been 
worth the effort. They figure there’s 
plenty of talent lying around loose. 








Hero as Trademark 


Vienna, March 28. 

Tyrol is in an uproar. Peas- 
ants throughout the province 
are peeved at Vienna radio pro- 
grams. All because their na- 
tional hero, Andreas Hofer, who 
fought against the French in the 
19th century, was ‘insulted.’ 
A song wherein Andreas Hofe: 
is mentioned ended up with a 


line that the Andreas Hofer 
Coffee is the best. 
Austrian Radio Corp. apolo- 


gized to the Tyroleans through 
the newspapers and by radio 
declaring that it was all a mis- 
take, but the mountaineers are 
still burning. 


ADMEN JUNKET 
TO KLZ-KVOR 




















Oklahoma City Oklahoman and 
Times, owners of WKY, are arrang- 
ing for another goodtime junket for 
agency and tradepaper men, this one | 
to be held in June and between 
Denver and Colorado Springs. The | 
party will be in behalf of KLZ and 
KVOR, with the guests due for a 
whole week of it. Last instance of 
wide open hosting was the celebra- 
tion of WKY’s new transmitter and 
studios, 





WMCA LINES UP BIZ 


WMCA, New York, has during the 
past week or two signatured either 
new business or renewal contracts 
with 14 accounts. Newcomers in- 
clude Micnael Bros., Carl H. Sehultz 
Corp., Madison Personal Loan, 
Western Growers Protective Asso- 
ciation, Alexander's Department 
Store, Emerson Drug Co., Vick 
Chemical Co., Procter & Gamble 
(Camay Soap), Drene Shampoo, 
United Drug and Nature’s Friend, 





Inc. 





NBC Gets Jump in 
Artists Bureaus 


Hollywood, April 6. 
While Columbia's artists 
languishes pending 


bureau 
infusion of 
new life, National Broadcasting last 
week stepped out and signed five air 
names for exclusive representation. 
That a three-cornered fight impends 
for tieing up radio and picture 
talent has long been in the wind, 
with Transamerican expected to 
form the third side to the triangle. 


an 





Warner outfit is expected to be in 
the artists bureau scrap up to its 
|}ears when the time comes. 


Signed last week by 


| barger of NBC 
| Earhart, Hedda Hopper, 
tatoff, Walter Cassell and Grace 
Smith, who has been airing as the 


Dema Harsh- 





Coast Drive By 
As Exclusive Reps 


erally known that exclusive repre- 
sentation deals have been closed 
with several players but the identi- 
ties are vague. White said he would 
come out in the open with a state- 
ment in a few days after he had 
in ~ east. 


either here or 


SWIFT DISPOSED 10 
SPONSOR CHI SYMPH 





bureau were Amelia 
Gregory | 


Ct hic ago, 

Swift & Co., packers, understood 
ogling a deal for the sponsorship of 
the Chicago Symphony. Plan calls 


Avril 6. 


for a 60-minute shot every Sunday 
afternoon. 

Also in the calculations is an NBC 
coast-to-coast wire to carry the 
symph. Chicago Symphony has 

| been carried regularly by WGN and 
the Mutual web right from the stage 
of Orchestra Hall every Saturday 
night as a sustaining shot. 

BERT LAHR SET 

Bert Lahr become permanent 
comic Sunday (11) on ‘Manhattan 
Merry-Go-Round’ (Sterling Prod- 


orchestra. visiting nurse, Miss Earhart initi- 
Myers is NAB’s president. ated her NBC connection with Bing | 
at ae Crosby last Thursday (1) and is be- 
—_— | ing offered for guest shots. Miss 
. ; | Hopper starts for Marro-Oil May 4 
Carpenter Time Buying lin 7 turn to be called ‘Film Maga- 
Murray Carpenter is now doing all |zine of the Air.’ Cassell, a Warner 
the spot time buying for the Comp-| picture contractee, has been spotted 
ton agency. Roy F. Schultz, who for four shots on the Chevrolet pro- | 
formerly held this assignment, has| gram as guest soloist. Jureau is | 
been transferred to newspaper space | said to have two deals cooking for | 
buying. | Ratoff. 
Network bookings .are handied be- | Larry White is still around getting 
tween Leonard Bush, the Compton | the CBS bureau in shape but what- | 
executive v.p., and his assistant, | ever progress he’s made is being 
Daniel P. Potter. pe a dark secret.. It is pretty gen- 


ucts). 


NBC-red variety show, 


conferred with Lawrence Lowman | 


| Agencies Frisht Wigs Back in 
Place; Some Cautious Listening 


To ‘Ideas’ For New Season Shows 


+ ae Sener Cae 
As the problem of building show 
for the next season starts to get 
tough agencies are beginning to 


come up out of their storm cellars 
and be seen—but slightly—by 
lance 


free- 
The scare of 
program plagiarism suits, 


‘idea’ suggesters. 
which has 


lasted for four months, is gradually 


subsiding. But the freebooters 
haven't still any near approxima- 
tion to the easy access to an exec 
ear they once had. 


McCann-Erickson will now give a 
discreet hearing to a very well es- 
tablished ‘idea’ man who has a few 
success notches chipped in his gun 
of imagination. J. Walter Thompson 
is letting the word leak out to a 
few w.k. thinker-uppers that agency 
will entertain a couple of ideas if 
they are submitted for a _ specific 
radio personality; firm still heeding 
legal dept.’s order to stay strictly 
sour on ‘idea’ suggestions other than 
from own inner-circle staff. 

Just about every big league agency 
in New York and Chicago has in the 
last month adopted what the ac boys 
think is a very ‘eute’ stunt to de- 
flate what freelance ‘idea” persons 
get an audience. 


Deflate Literary Ego 
When the prospectus is submitted 
at the interview, the agency wizard 


| leafs through the . ages casually, and 
|remarks that virtually same idea was 





{slipped firm by NBC, or CBS, or 
even by an unnamed rival ‘idea’ 
drummer-up. Actually, such is not 


the case at all. It’s just a ruse to 
shrink in mind of submitter what- 
ever high opinion he has of self or 
idea. Also to tip off that any chance 
plagiarism suit brought later on 
might have to run a rugged gamut. 

Pair of sharp-shooting legal lights 
have been lately contacting ‘idea’ 
submitters and offering rather per- 
suasive arguments that those stand- 


ard ‘releases’ most agencies make 
outsiders squiggle before lamping 
submitted ‘original’ programs and 


treatments can be broken in court. 

Lawyers are indirectly insinuat- 
ing that their services are ever 
ready, and that they'd like to bowl 
over a couple of court decisions —on 
firm or false plagiarism evidence— 
just to prove their contentions on 
the ‘releases.’ 


EX-WIFE SUES MacQUARRIE 


Wants $5,885 Alleged Back Support 
for Son’s Upbringing 

San Francisco, April 6. 
Former wife of Frank Haven Mac- 
Quarrie, of ‘Do You Want to Be an 
Actor?’, is seeking payment of $5,985 
which she alleges MacQuarrie owes 
her for the support of their son, 
now 22. In an affidavit filed in 
| Superior Court here last Friday, Mrs. 
MacQuarrie, who divorced her hus- 
band in 1922, claims he has paid her 
only $2,265 of the $50 a month 

awarded her for the son’s support. 








She states her earnings are $25 a 
month, which is her salary for an- 
swering phone calls in a small office. 


With her son, she lives in Oakland. 
Affidavit seeks a court order fer an 
execution on MacQuarrie’s as s for 
the amount due according to the pre- 
vious $50 a month judgement. 
MaeQuarrie and his present 
were in town for two days last 
in anticipation of the legal 


wife 
week, 
action, 
Hollywood, April 6. 
Following his radio wash-up 
Sanborn a vaudeville tour 
Hi iven 


Chase & 
for 
pect 


Macquarrie is in pros- 


WHN Adds New Voices 


WHN, N. Y,, has added f he 
ist to it batters t py we V 
warblers are Bede Best. f.ce Kelson. 

| Franc: Palev and Ch: es Hart. 

Replace recent Iet-outs. 
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REFORM GROUP MADE RADIO JUMP 2 YRS. 
AGO; NOW MOSTLY A GAG TO AGENCIES 








Internal Dissension in Women’s National Radio Com- CBS SURVEYING BOSTON; 


mittee, Commercial Survey-Making Sideline Re- DISPUTES YANKEE CLAIM 


verses Positions—Committee Now on Defensive | 


———_— + 

Playing a return date at the St By the Roots 
Regis hotel, N. Y., where’ the 
Women’s National Radio Commit- 
iee two years ago handed out its One of the quaint by-plays 
first awards, the gals dished out which attended last week's an- 
again last Wednesday (31). But nual luncheon of the Women's 
wtihout the attendance of three Radio Committee was that in- 
years ago. Without the splashy volving Mme. Yolanda Mero- 
newspaper publicity. And without Trion, the promoter of the 
much Sunday behavior from the award idea, and Margaret Cuth- 
agency boys who seem to have bert, who is in charge of wom- 
grown a mite. disrespectful since the en's programs at NBC. Latter 
first August thunderclouds threat- had been invited originally to 
ened to wash up a flock of radio speak five minutes and when she 
programs. got to the luncheon. Mme. Mero- 

What’s come over the WNRC is Irion informed her that the 
Jarcely * matter for students of time allotment in her case had 


Americana. Back in the early days 
when the ladies joined hands in their 


crusading cause, the networks 
shuddered every time somebody 
yelped that the blood-and-thunder 


was driving little Johnnie into in- 
somnia. Highfaluting music was a 
magic word. And back of the whole 
cause, as charge d'affaires, was Lu- 
ella S. Laudin, ex-chain employee, 
who whipped the membership into 
a fervor and threatened Washington 
with sticking a femme onto the 
F.C.C. if a cleanup wasn’t in sight 
pretty quick. 

Under the Laudin regime,’ the 
ladies said they had 20,000,000 mem- 
bers through various affiliates, access 
to coin from public-minded people, 
and no intentions of getting into any 
commercial ventures. Agencies who 
came around for advice were ten- 
dered opinions to some extent. It 
was stated that via contributions and 
sale of a little paper criticizing pro- 
grams, the WNRC would make ends 
meet financially. It was further in- 
timated that if and when the chains 
got a scrubbing, the spot stations 
would be next. 

No Villain 


Along about this time CBS drew 


up its program policies, and cagily | 
Reading from a script, Rudy Vallee 
with | 


rode in on a crest of publicity. WOR 
made ae play for favor 
Alfred Wallenstein, Richard Blon- 
dell, Charles M. Courboin, and Mar- 
tha Deane. 
General Motors Symphony and the 
Music Appreciation Hour. 
S. Prall threw the FCC into high 
gear. All of which the ladies okayed 
with vigor, and all of which mate- 
rially reduced the cause celebre. 
You can't fight windmills with 20,- 
000,000 femmes in tow. You've gotta 
have a villain, and the latter was 
fast legging it toward the horizon. 


About this time the second WNRC 
awards drew around, at the Hotel 
Astor, and there were rumors of a 
bust-up pending in the home camp. 
Specifically, Luella S. Laudin sud- 
denly disappeared, with the WNRC 


stating that she would probably re- ‘cited by Bill Hedges as one of the | 


appear in fall, which she didn't. 

It was suggested in some quarters 
that the split-up was partially an 
economy measure, and partially the 
result of an internal battle. In re- | 
gard to the latter, part of the WNRC | 
guding committee was supposed to | 
have 
surveys for agencies-sponsors as a 
means of keeping the coffers flush, 
while the Laudin section vehemently | 
opposed. Latter argued that you | 
can't fight the enemy at one time. 
and at another get on his payroll. In 
short, it would be Madame Yolanda 
Mero-Irion and her methods, or Lu- 
ella Laudin and hers. It was Mme. 
Jrion! 

Short time ago the WNRC started 
iis survey making with J. Walter 
Thompson-Shell Oil as buyer. Mean- 
jime fulminations have been rarer 
and rarer. The reallocation hearings 
in Washington drew no fire one way 
or another. 
citement. Nor any of the other pe- 
riodic fireworks that spray the capi- 
tal. 

Reversed Position 


Hence, when the ladies last Wednes- | 


day passed out the chicken and peas, 
they had the same two strikes on ’em 
which they had on the agency-web 
crew two years ago. The end of 
pressure groups—inertia. 


Awards went to the Ford Motor , 


Co., Rudy Vallee (Fleischmann), 
Chicago University Round Table, 
Boake Carter (‘Philco), Children’s 
Corner (CBS), and the Lux Theatre. 


| 








been cut to three minutes. 

Just before the speaking 
started Mme. Mero-Irion passed 
on word to Miss Cuthbert that 
the announcement of special 
and added-starter award would 
make it necessary for a further 
reduction and that all she could 
have was one minute. | Miss 
Cuthbert rejoined that perhaps 
what she could add to all the 
folderol wasn’t worth a minute 
and that she'd rather this time 
be allowed for the announce- 
ment of another added starter 
among the awards, 











Dr. Damrosch got a super-award. | 
Others got special mentions. 


Everybody was pleasant. Mme. 
Irion said: ‘Children’s programs are | 
infinitely better , .. Dramatic pro-| 


grams are better ... The least prog- 


ress has been made in musical pro- | 





| Lux and Gelatin got awards. 
NBC had Damrosch, the | 


Anning | 


WHN TO BE WLW’S 


favored making commercial | 


Nor the Connery ex- | 


grams.’ Said William Paley: ‘Musical 
programs must have variety.’ Two 
years ago he got semi-mad and said, 
in effect, that’s it okay to squawk, | 
but not so easy, by gum, when you're 
| running the network. One thing was 
| the same—Bill Paley again blossomed | 
| out in a blue shirt, while the agency | 
boys came around with white ones. | 


added that a ‘pat on the back from 
such important sources’ meant much. 
Shell | 
made a survey, 








TALENT SHOWCASE 


WLW, Cincinnati, will discontinue 
its previous practice of making pe- 
riodic talent hunts in Manhattan. 
This function, it is now expected, 
will be absorbed by WLW’s Man- 
hattan ally, WHN. Loew station will | 
| feed programs to Cincy and _ this 
showcasing will replace auditions, 
etc. Talent resources of WHN was 

















clinchers of the wire deal. 


Actual operation of the WLW- 
WHN wire has been delayed again. 
| Now carded to start next Monday 
| (12) and will be hot 16 hours a day, 
jalthough the program _— schedule 
either way and with pick-ups from 
| WFIL, Philly, and KQV, Pittsburgh, 
has to be work gd out. 


| done 


| WEEI is in 


; now 


|clude 4BC, Brisbane; 


edema April 6. 
Columbia Broadcasting system has 


Yankee 
tops be- 
in Boston. 


to challenge the 
network claims for listener 
tween the peak 8-10 hours 
Clark-Hooper is doing the survey to 
offset the Ross-Federal research | 
previously for Yankee. 

CBS is out to blast the idea that 
any way inferior in! 
popularity to WNAC. 
that WNAC reputation for 
fav was achieved with the programs 
heard on WEEI since the net- 


work swap. 





DOYLE-ALBERT 





been making thousands of telephone 
|calls here 


Argument is | 
being a 


BUY STATIONS 


Sydney, March 16. 
Australian Broadcasting, Co. in as- 
sociation with Commonwealth Broad- 





| casters has set deal to buy into six 
|}commercials in Queensland. 


Stuart 
F. Doyle consummated affairs a few 
days ago. 
ganizations. 
Commercials in the hook-up 
4GR, Toom- 


_woomba; 4BM, Maryborough; 4RK 
Rockhampton; 4SB, Kingaroy, and | 
1 4RG, Roma. Principal Sydney sta- | 


tion is 2UW. 





Frank 
Doyle, 


Albert, associated with 
is now in America for a radio 


| survey on ideas for future use over 


ere. Doyle informed VARIETY ed 
| the whole chain would be run on 


| show manship lines entirely free x 
religious and press associa- | 


| political, 
|tion. It’s the biggest commercial 
deal so far in the Antipodes. 


Coca Cola May Hike Out 
Of Chi Due to Musicians 


Looks like the Coca Cola tran- 
scriptions, if continuing, will be 
moved out of Chicago because of the 
Musicians Union regulations there. 
| Beverage has been cutting quarter 
{hours with Singing Sam (Harry 
Frankel) and half hours entitled ‘Re- 
|freshment Club,’ with Don McNeil 
| of NBC. Latter series recorded by 
RCA, former by World, and pro- 
duced for D’Arcy agency, St. Louis, 
by Walter Craig-Kenneth Burton 
outfit. Series winds up April 22. 
Has been a dealer placement prop- 
osish. 

Coca Cola has had a network bid | 
in all season for an hour's variety | 
show, but couldn't get time. 
spot instead. 








| 





Leo Cohen, WHN; Laid Up 


Leo Cohen, WHN, N. Y., artists’ 
bureaucrat, bedded 
pneumonia. 


Out of danger, Cohen will take a 
trip to recuperate after his condi- 
tion permits him to leave 





chamber. 





Coast NBC Makes 


San Francisco, April 6. 
Tenth anniversary of NBC’s Wesi- 
ern Division was observed Monday 
(5) with the Coast network bally- 
hooing the event via two sustainers 
and several commercials. Don E. 
Gilman played host to bay district 
radio scribes at a luncheon at the 
Palace Hotel, following which the 
columnists took turns firing ques- 
tions at Gilman during a half-hour 

broadcast over the Coast Red web. 
Radio writers on dailies and trade 
publications in other western cities 
| submitted queries which were read 
by Claude La Belle, of the San Fran- 

|cisco News, who acted as emcee. 
Woman's Magazine of the Air, 
daily network show in the 


Occasion of 10th 


Anniversary; Commercials Salute 


member when?’ session,. in 
NBC old-timers participated. 
nings Pierce, who announced 
network’s inaugural broadcast 
is now Director of Agriculture: 
Gwyn Jones, tenor, who sang on the 
cpener, plus Charles Marshali, By- 
ron Mills, Eileen Piggott, Page Gil- 
man, Ted Maxwell, Bennie Walker, 
Wilda Wilson Church, Bobbe Deane 
among those present. Rudy Pierce, 
trombonist, and Teddy Baer, bass 
fiddler, members of NBC’s original 
ork, on hand in the Magazine ork. 
Richfie!d New: ¢ . Wesson Oil's Haw- 
thorne House, S 5 & W Junior News, 
Langendorf Pictorial, and Bank of 
America’s House of Melody flipped 
orchids to the network during their 


which 
Jen- 
the 
and 





oldest 
west, devoted a half-hour to a ‘re- 


regular Monday airings. 


in- | 


|chase price not 
| comes effective May 1. 
Doyle is tops of both or- | 


| 
| 


| tion. 


| 


be 











|producer at WCAEF, Pittsburgh. He | 
with double | came to California last fall. 
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Don Lee-Transamerk Do Biz 





Don Lee Network has agreed to 


scriptions. Don Lee is hooked up 


station, KFWB. 
Matter of Don Lee accepting 


the latter company, 





american Broadcasting & Television Corp. might want to place with 
it. This applies to either live programs by way of a hookup or tran- 


manent wire, while Transamerican already represents a Los Angeles 
cussed during a recent visit to the Coast of Emanuel Rosenberg of 


Lewis Allen 
firmed the arrangement by letter last week. 


take any business that the Trans- 


to the Mutual Network by a per- 


Transamerican accounts was dis- 


Weiss, Don Lee gen megr., con- 








~ Horse New Third 


OWEN MOON SELLS wsis | 


Son of Deceased Reynolds Exec 
Acquires Press-Radio Combo 











Winston-Salem, N. C., April 6. 
Owen Moon, former Trenton, N. J. 
publisher, has disposed of his news- 
paper and radio station holdings 
| here to a group headed by Gordon 
Gray, son of the late Bowman Gray, 


chairman of the board of R. J. Rey- 


nolds Tobacco Company at the time 
of his death two years ago. 
Included in the sale were The 
Journal, morning paper. The Senti- 
nel, afternoon paper, and Radio Sta- 
tion WSJS, all of which were op- 
erated in the same building. Pur- 
revealed, Sale be- 


Gray, in his announcement sought 
to reassure employes that there was 
‘no contemplated change in per- 
sonnell in any department.’ W. K. 
Hoyt, nephew of Moon, is business 
manager of the newspapers. Norris 
O’Neil is manager of the radio sta- 
Santford Martin will continue 
as editor-in-chief of the newspapers. 


DU PONTS’ PROXIMITY 





GAVE WODEL APPEAL 


Addition of WDEL, Wilmington, 
Del., to the red (WEAF) network by 
NBC was prompted for two reasons. 
One, that the area rates as dead spot 
as far as the signals of WEAF, New 
York, and KYW, Philadelphia, are 
concerned, and what is more im- 
portant Wilmington is the hometown 
of the DuPonts, whose manifold in- 
terests place them among the coun- 
try’s first five national advertisers. 
WDEL’s network rate per evening 
hour will be $160. 

Other newcomers to the NBC list 


Chicago Scripts Re-Discover Wild West: 


at Eternal Triangle 


Chicago, April 6. 
Radio script factories here look 
set for a shift to the ride ‘em cowboy 
stuff. Afternoon flapdoodle dished 
out for goofy housewives has been 





pretty much alike, program after 
| program. To get away from that 
|there are some _ indications that 
_there’s about to be a switch, pro- 
|} gram for program, to gusto instead 
| of gush. 


Revolutionary decision to add a 
horse to the eternal triangle follows 
the example of General Mills pro- 
gram ‘Cactus Kate.’ She's playing 
havoc with the swooning ingentcs. — 

Several scripters have ieceived 
orders to insert western characters 
and color in future episodes. Among 
them is reported to be the Junior 
Nurse Corps, supposedly based on 
the life of Clara Barton, founder of 
the Red Cross. 


2 COAST SHOWS 
GET GOING-OVER 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Two transcontinental shows orig- 
| inating here are due for .a generous 
;revamping with the_ arrival of 
| agency execs last week, Al Jolson 
piece for Lifebuoy-Rirtso will be run 
| through the wringer again with the 
| takeover of production by Ed Ruff- 
| ner from Bill Bacher and Cecil Un- 
derwood. Bacher is still on the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan payroll as ‘ob- 








| server.’ 


Don Shaw came in to look over 
the Twin Star show for National 
Biscuit and many changes are con- 
templated although the personnel 
will not be disturbed. Phil Rapp 
and Ken Englund are set as writers 





during the past week were KSOO, 
Sioux Falls, and WORK, York, Pa. 
Both are optional, either with the 
red or blue. Affiliations in all three 
cases become effective April 15. 





KYA’s New Prog. Mgr. 


San Francisco, April 6. 

Leon Churchon has_ replaced 
Churchon, a native of 
is a former member of the 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, Players and for 


—E 


and Buddy Rogers draws a few more 
men for his band. 

Shaw sticks around for another 
week, the meanwhile making a few 
moves for two Coast shows under 
consideration. 

Ruffner stays in Hollywood as top 
man for R. & R. His duties will be 


| considerably lessened when Gillette 
: |Harry Rogers as program manager | 
Used | of KYA. 


| Paris, 


Community Sing returns east after 
Milton Berle and others of the cast 
finish their picture work, and the 
Joe Penner and Al Jolson shows 





several years was a script writer and. 


Differences of opinion between 
Rogers and Ford Billings, general | 
/manager of the California Radio 


sick | | System, with which KYA is affili- | 


ated, is said to be the reason for me) 
change. 

Another move at KYA within the | 
past week has upped Bob Stanley | 
from the announcers staff to the pro- | 
duction department. 





Callers in Chi This Week 
Chicago, April 6. 
Hal Burnett. WBBM _ publicity | 
man, spent weekend in Minneapolis | 
arranging General Mills baseball | 
announcers’ convention which is be- | 
ing held in Chicago this week. 
About 35 announcers of the play- | 
by-play games which General Mills | 


is sponsoring all over country this | 
season are attending. Confab is in 
nature of a pep meeting. 





Negro Talent on WDSU 
New Orleans, April 6. 

WDSU broke a long established 
precedent Wednesday (31) by sign- 
ing the Rhythm Club, negro night 
spot for 11:45 p.m. period. 

Program will use talent of club | 
and Joe Robicheaux’s orchestra. 
Station plans to add other Negro 


units on schedule if listener reaction 
is ok, 





check off for the eight week sum- 
mer respite. 





POUNDING THE DRUM 





James, NBC, and Karol, CBS, Talk 
Radio to Business Men 





E. P. H. James, NBC manager otf 
sales promotion and advertising, told 


| the Advertising Guild of Baltimore 
| last week that radio was the cleanest 


medium, even though it was subject 
to the most criticism. Broadcast 
commercials, he said, contained the 
least exaggeration because the con- 
sumer is most alert to analyzing a 
thing he hears. While he may lightly 
pass over something he sees, the 
effect on the ear is different. it 
makes him sit up and take sharp no- 


| tice of statements and claims. 


James’ subject was ‘Radio's Effect 
on the Consumer,’ 





John J. Karol, CBS director of re- 
search, has been invited by the 
American Institute of New York, 
one of the oldest scientific bodies in 
the country, to explain what makes 
the listener tick. It will be a round- 
table discussion, April 12, with Karol 
the guest speaker. Also slated to 
cogitate out loud on the subject. 
‘Public Response to Radio,’ is D! 


Lyman Chalkley, research head ©! 
Benton & Bowles. 
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IDENTIFICATION 





VAR 
NN TWO MARKETS 





Ross-Federal Gathers Data | 
in Attempt to Trace List- 
ener Reaction to Program 


and Chain Break Com- | 





Convention City 


mercials Washington, April 6 
N.A.B. board now in session 
inns here will select the site and the 
dates for the 1937 convention to- 
‘CONFUSION’ morrow (Wed.). Looks like it 
| 


sienna may be Chicago again, that lo- 
cation having made a hit with 
commercial the rank-and-file delegates. 
factors of} Cleveland is also in running. 

placement, frequency, emphasis, Easterners have urged Phila- 
propinquity to  chain-break  an-| delphia or Baltimore. Will 


nouncements, and the whole ques- | probably be staged in June. 


Listener reaction to 
copy in relation to the 








tion of sponsor identification, is cov- | 
ered in a survey just completed on 
behalf of Variety by the Ross-Fed- 


eral research organization. Facts | Research Committee Eyes 
iwo following pages. | Today's (7) N.A.B. Meet 


| 
Survey is offered by Variety to| 
| the broadcasting trade and specific-| 
jally to advertising agencies and 
sponsors for what it’s worth as a | 
contribution to the now hot matter} One 
| of chain-break announcements, and| network men associated with the 
| the always-important matter of how | Joint Committee on Radio Research 
| they listen and what they remember. 


| While in no sense conclusive, the 
| 
| 











interest which agency and 


have in the spring meeting of the 


survey may seem to disparage the | directors of the National Association 
|charge that chain breaks unduly | of Broadcasters, slated for today 
| confuse listeners. On a basis of | (Wednesday) in Washington, is the 
| around 3,000 completed telephone | action that the board may take on 
calls made simultaneously in Balti-| an appropriation for the bureau. This 
|more and St. Louis (between the/| appropriation, $10,000, was approved 
| eastern 
|p.m. on Wednesday, March 21) it|a dollar of it so far has been paid 
| was impossible to trace evidence of | into the Joint Committee’s exchequer. 
| conspicuously mistaken sponsor Point of conflict has been the in- 


| identification of entertainment pro-|sistence of NAB officials that any 











— 
e 6 . 9 
tion: Is Your Radio On? 
Question: 
— 
Baltimore 
NUMBER 
OWNING 
RADIOS OFF ON 
———— | . ~—, . ~ 
No. % No. % No, % 
7:00- 7:15 P.M.cceee (101 100.00 40 48.51 52 51.49 
7:15- 7:30 P.M.cecee 94 100.00 51 54.26 43 45.74 
7:30- 7:45 P.M.ecccee 107 100.00 69 64.49 38 35.51 
7:45- 8:00 P.M.ccoee 109 100.00 64 58.72 45 41.28 
8:00- 8:15 P.M.ececee 114 100.00 64 56.14 50 43.86 
$:15- 8:30 P.M. cccce 92 100.00 52 56.52 40 43.48 
8:30- 8:45 P.M.ccoce 93 100.00 38 40.86 55 59.14 
8:45- 9:00 P.M. cecce 86 100.00 40 46.51 46 53.49 
9:00- 9:15 P.M..e.e. 93 100.00 45 48.39 48 51.61 
9:15- 9:30 P.M.cecee 103 100.00 58 56.31 45 43.69 
9:30- 9:45. P.M.ececceec 73 100.00 37 50.68 36 49.32 
9:45-10:00 P.M..ecee 85 100.00 45 52.94 40 47.06 
10:00-10:15 P.M. .ccoe 93 100.00 50 53.76 43 46.24 
10:15-10:30 P.M. .ecee 95 100.00 52 54.74 43 45.26 
10:30-10:40 P.M. .eccee 80 100.00 52 65.00 28 35.00 
TOTALS Jeuecs SuLe 100.00 766 54.02 652 45.98 
St. Louis 
NUMBER 
OWNING 
RADIOS OFF ON 
No, % No. %, No. %, 
7:00- 7:15 P.M..cecee 103 100.00 70 67.96 33 32.04 
7:15- 7:30 PB .cccee i113 100.00 83 73.45 30 26.55 
7:30- 7:45 P.Micecee 120 100.00 84 70.00 36 30.00 
7:46< 600 PEh.iccia 100.00 59 62.76 35 38.24 
8:00- 8:15 P.M..cecece 98 100.00 59 60.20 39 39.80 
8:15- 8:30 P.M.cccoe 112 100.00 63 56.25 49 43.75 
8:30- 8:45 P.M...... 105 100.00 45 42.86 60 57.14 
8:45- 9:00 P.M...... 106 100.00 47 44.34 59 55.66 
9:00- 9:15 P.M..e.ee 104 100.00 51 49.04 53 50.96 
9:15- 9:30 P.M.ceccee 94 100.00 36 38.30 58 61.70 
+ 9:30- 9:45 P.M....c6 99 100.60 42 42.42 $7 57.58 
9:45-10:00 P.M.cecee 113 100.00 45 39.82 68 60.18 
10:00-10:15 P.M...... 124 100.00 50 40.32 74 59.68 
10:15-10:30 P.M...... 106 100.00 54 50.94 52 49.06 
10:30-10:40 P.M...... 106 100.00 60 56.60 46 43.40 
TOPALSo\ cvccccee 1597 100.00 848 53.10 749 46.90 
(BS CHRYSLER: DON LEE ADDS 2 
Redding and Chico Stations Aug- 


TELEVISH JUST 
IN CASE 


Columbia’s bid for a television sta- 
tion atop the Chrysler Bldg., N. Y., 
recalls that for a couple of years up 
to and ending in February, 1932, 
CBS was active in the televising of 
programs. Had at the time a regular 
production department under Wil- 
liam Schudt, now manager of WBT, 
Charlotte. ‘ 

Cartoonists, a prize fight (staged 
in the dark), a load of jewelry from 
Cartiers and Al Smith were among 
some of the ‘firsts’ to be televised by 
CBS. 

Mechanical 60-line television (in- 
stead of today’s 441-line cathode ray ) 
was then used. CBS junked tele- 
vision experiments in 1932 as a de- 
pression economy. 

Columbia makes no claim of im- 
mediate resumption of television 
from the Chrysler spot. On the con- 
trary it is essentially a publicity 
tactic to meet NBC in this regard. 








Best informed trade opinion still sees | 


television as very far away. 


Paul Kesten at CBS has taken this | 


Side-quirk under his wing. 





State Advertising Funds 
Has Residence Proviso 





Greensboro, N. C.. April 6. 
Gottschaldt-Humphrey, Inc., has 


e ae 
opened a branch advertising agency 
in Greensboro. 


included in their 


billings. 
Other = 


. advertising agencies 
a branch offices in North Caro- 
na shortly, due to the recent legis- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Radio accounts are) 


i 
may 


ature’s decision that firms handling | 


State’s $250,000 publicity appropria- 


i ‘ : ; 
on must have an office in North 
arolina, 





Hal Horton chief announcin 
g at 
KIEV (Glendale), 


ment Coast Regionai 





San Francisco, April 6. 

Five-year deal for the addition of 
two California stations, KEBC, Red- 
ding, and KHSL, Chico, to the Don 
Lee Broadcasting System was okayed 
last week by Lewis Allen Weiss, Don 
Lee manager, and Harold Smithson, 
prexy of the Golden Empire Broad- 
casting Co. owner of the stations. 
Contracts are still awaiting signa- 
tures. 


KHSL operates on 250 watts power 
day and night,» with KEBC on 250 
watts daytime and 100 at night. They 
will begin releasing Don Lee pro- 
grams, including all commercials on 
the web, about July 1. Special lines 
costing $100,000 will be installed by 
the Pacific Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. before inauguration of Don Lee 
service. 


With these two stations the total | 


affiliated with the Don Lee web in 
California will be upped to 12. 


NEWSMAN FEARED BIG 





STORY—TWAS APRIL 1 





Lynchburg, Va., April 6. 

Town's biggest story in a decade, 
involving a double murder and at- 
tempted suicide, breke in the apart- 
ment house where Tuck Young, 
WLVA newscaster, lives. 

Young was at the studio when his 
wife called him to give him the 


story. Wouldn’t believe it at first. 
because it was April Fool’s Day, but | 


he was convinced in time to flash 
it just before station signed off for 
the night. 


| grams because’ of the use of chain contributions from the association 
breaks. have strings tied to it. In other | 
While this naturally has no bear- | words, the NAB will help underwrite 


| objections that may be raised against | mittee will agree to certain pro- 
| chain-break announcements, it does| cedures suggested by the NAB. 
bear upon the corollary allegation of | Agency and commercial reps on the 
usurpation by chain breakers of the | Committee have likewise been ada- 


ballyhoo benefits of sponsorship. mant, holding that the NAB coin 
Variety believes that it may have comes in as a free and unconditional 
opened some channels of inquiry — or else. diees Ue. be . 
concerning which little previous data atever expenditures the bureau 
has been brought forward. Inter- has made to date have been with 
pretation of the data gathered by money supplied by NBC and Colum- 
Ross - Federal has been largely bia. Most of the testing for meth- 
avoided on purpose. Those who are ods of determining listener habit and 
concerned will ne dene attend to station coverage has been conducted 


in the light of the scope of their in- Hartford, Conn. No decision has 
‘ been made on what spots will be 

terest. : 

chosen for rural audience tests. 





Specific examples of confusion in 
Baltimore had one listener name 
Alka-Seltzer instead of Pepsodent as} 
Amos ’n’ Andy’s bankroller. Atlantic | 
Refining and American Oil were} 
mixed up at 7:15 and at 7:30 a local, tion of Broadcasters hold spring get- 
/program for Regal Laundry was|together here tomorrow (Wednes- 
thought by one tuner-inner to be|day) for look at preliminary 1937 
connected with a ‘hand lotion.’ convention plans and policy-making. 
Curious twist had Dupont tagged Chief topic is Congressional agita- 
-as a ‘sewing machine’ manufacturer | tion over industry conduct, with 
jand Dr. Lyons ascribed to ‘stoves’ board slated to ponder . a 
instead of toothpaste. Two listeners stand on the newspapel ownership 
got Burns and Allen credited with | !SSUe:. Copyright, allocation, Pan- 
Nino Martini, and at two 15-minute American pact, rate-control, and mo- 
intervals Jessica Dragonette was as- | "0POly also are on agenda. 
signed to Chesterfield. Gamenpns 

By 10 p.m. ‘Vic and Sade’ had P 
| hopped from Crisco to Lucky strike |W BIG Kid Club on Stage 
and the sustaining Ink Spots were | . ys 
being paid, happy Panto wh by | Of Local Film Theatre 
Bristol-Meyers who also 15 minutes | Greensboro, N. C., April 6. 
| later were given credit for Gladys | 
| Swarthout. 

These fragmentary examples 
| 








Washington, April 6. 
Confronting wide variety of prob- 











|station WBIG and the National 
confusion, 16 wrong guesses in Balti-|as a half-hour stage show each 
more, are, of course, no more im-| Wednesday from 9 to 9:30 p.m., and 
| portant than individual analyses of| again 10 to 10:30 every Saturday 
| all other factors might suggest. | morning. 


In St. Louis examples of confusion! WBIG’s Junior Radio Club 


now 


included Bayer Aspirin tabbed as| has 5,000 youngsters on the roll. | 
Lady Campbell's and Ipana and Dr.; Lottie Kivet, high school senior, 
Lyons Toothpaste credited to Slack | helps select talent, does much of 


Furniture. | the announcing. 


: Analysis of Telephone Calls 


broadcast hours of 7-10:30| by the last NAB convention but not | 


ing on the business ethics or other | the bureau’s work if the Joint Com- | 


the interpretation for themselves and in New England, principally around | 


lems, directors of National Associa- | 


definite | 


Recent tie-up between the radio | 


of theatre puts Junior Radio Club on | 


rTY' Si AVEY Cc W. Meyers, N.A.B. President, and 
Carey Jennings, KGW-KEX, View 


Chain Breaks as Here to Stay 


+ a 


Portland, Ore., April 6 

Chain break announcements may be 
a bore to listener and a pet peeve of 
radio time buyers, but Pacific North- 
west stations in general figure these 
20-second commercials are here to 
stay. 

Carey Jennings of KGW-KEX has 
written eastern agencies to the effect 
that his stations believe spot an- 
nouncements have a definte place in 
the broadcasting business. Jennings 
is firm in the contention that station- 
break sales salvos do not conflict or 
detract from the programs they fol- 
low or proceed, 

. CC, W. Myers, president of NAB 
|and local boss of KOIN, puts it an- 
other way: ‘The remedy for chain- 
| break announcements lies with the 
agencies and not with the stations. 
When agencies stop demanding these 





For Financial Action | announcements, that’s when they'll 


fade out of the picture. As long as 
‘the agencies demand these spots, the 
stations will feel compelled to render 
| this service. 

| Chief Northwest agency in radio 
| is MacWilkins & Cole. This firm has 
| pioneered for years in an open policy 
| deploring spot announcements. For 
| MacWilkins & Cole, Bud Lynch 
| said: ‘Cold spot announcements kill 
showmanship and do nothing to raise 
the standard of radio production. 
Legitimate programs run for a 
longer period of time on stations that 
j}cut the announcement policy to a 
minimum,’ 

| Some other agencies contend that 
these spots are all part of the biz, 
so why holler. Generally it boils 
down to a question of how far- 
| sighted should be radio policy. 





‘VETO ADVERTISING 
LAW AGAINST RADIO 


Little Rock, Ark., April 6. 

Governor Carl Bailey vetoed (31) 
the Nichols bill passed by the legis- 
lature to restrict the advertising of 
liquor by radio, billboards and win- 
dow display ads. Original bill would 
also have banned liquor advertise- 
ments in newspapers but this clause 
was amended in the lower house. 

‘The Bill,’ said the governor, ‘as 
originaliy introduced contains some 
very excellent provisions and I fav- 
ored its adoption. However, some of 
|} its most important provisions were 
stricken from the bill and other pro- 
| visions were added to the bill that 
| made it grossly unfair.’ 

At a public hearing a few days 
before the governor’s veto represen- 
| tatives ef radio stations and illumi- 
| nating sign companies protested that 
| the measure discriminated against 
ines in favor of newspapers. 
| 7 Ice Boxes Use WBT 
Charlotte, N. C., April 6. 

WBT goes into the Spring with a 
new high in refrigerator accounts. 
The station has contracts from dis- 
tributors of seven lines of cold 
boxes. 

Includes periods for General Elee- 
tric, Kelvinator, Gibson, Stewart- 
Warner, Norge, Leonard, and West- 
inghouse, 

General Electric Supply Corp. is 
| plugging products in particular ter- 
ritories in the Carolinas by bringing 
, dealers to Charlotte, one at a time. 











|}and interviewing them on the GE 


‘ program. 


ATTEMPTED DIs- DON’T COMPLETED REFUSED IN- COMPLETED 

CALLS CONNECTED BUSY ANSWER CALLS FORMATION INTERVIEWS 

No. % No. y No. % No. % No. " No. % No. " 

‘BALTIMORE ....... 2467 100.00 114 4.63 135 5.47 719 29.14 1499 60.76 59 2.39 1440 58.37 
yee es): .. 2985 100.00 131 5.07 214 8.28 503 19.45 1737 67.20 98 3.80 1639 63.40 
roc) y °* 2a 5052 109.00 245 04.85 349—s«6 1222 24.19 3236 64.05 157 3.10 3079 0.93 
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Surveys Made for Variety, 
March 21, 1937 
By Ross-Federal 








TIME 
7:00 P.M. 
7:00 P.M. 
7:00% P.M. 
7:15 PM. 
7:15 PM. 
7:154%2 P.M, 
7:19 P.M. 
720 PM, 
7:20% P.M. 
7:29 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
7:30% P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M, 
P.M. 
P.M. 

8:00 P.M. 
8:00% P.M. 
8:15 P.M. 
8:29 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:304 P.M. 
8:42 P.M. 
8:59 P.M. 
9:00 P.M. 
9:0042 P.M. 
9:31 P.M. 
9:31% P.M. 
9:59 P.M. 
10:00 P.M. 
10:00% P.M. 
10:13 P.M. 
10:15 P.M, 
10:15 % P.M. 
10:29 P.M. 
10:30 P.M. 
10:30% P.M. 
10:59 P.M. 
11:00 P.M. 


7:59 


8:18 
8:24 
8:30 
8:31 P.M. 
8:41 P.M. 
8:49 
8:59 
9:00 
9:13 
9:25 
9:30 
9:31 
9:37 


WBAL 


BALTIMORE 
Advertising Tabulation 


TIME 


WCAO 


PRO- CHAIN 
GRAM BREAK 
COM- COM- 
MER- MER- 
CIAL CIAL 





7:00 P.M. 
7:00% P.M. 
7:13 P.M. 
7:15 P.M. 
7:1542 P.M. 
7:29 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
7:3044 P.M. 
7:43. P.M. 
7:45 P.M. 
7:46 P.M. 
7:59 P.M. 
8:00 P.M. 
8:0042 P.M. 
8:26 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:30% P.M. 
8:47 P.M. 
8:59 P.M. 
9:00 P.M. 
9:10 P.M. 
9:19 P.M. 
9:25 P.M. 
9:29 P.M. 
9:30 P.M. 
9:43 P.M. 
9:50 P.M. 
9:59 P.M. 
10:00 P.M. 
10:01 P.M. 
10:14 P.M. 
10:26 P.M. 
10:30 P.M. 
10:30% P.M. 


10:40 P.M. 


x 


MM KO KK KR OR 


PRODUCT 
Hauswald’s Bread 
Wrigley’s Gum 
Wrigley’s Gum 
High Ice Cream Co. 
Atlantic Refg. Co. 
Atlantic Refg. Co. 

S. K. Packing Co, 
Drene Shampoo 

Drene Shampoo 

Gas & Electric Co. 
Philco Radio Time 
Philco Radio Time 

Free State Beer 

Du Pont 

Du Pont 

Katz Jewelers 
Campbell’s Tomato Juice 
Campbell’s Tomato Juice 
Hecht Dept. Store 
Chesterfield Cigarettes 
Chesterfield Cigarettes 
Chesterfield Cigarettes 
Chesterfield Cigarettes 
Katz Jewelers 
Palmolive Soap 
Palmolive Soap 
Palmolive Soap 
Palmolive Soap 

News Flash 

Palmolive Shave Cream 
Palmolive Shave Cream 
Cashmere Bouquet Lotion 
Gunther’s Beer 
Emerson Hotel 

Emerson Hotel 





ST. LOUIS 


(CENTRAL STANDARD TIME) 


TIME 


KSD 


PRO- CHAIN 
GRAM BREAK 
COM- 
MER- 


CIAL PRODUCT 


PRO- CHAIN 
GRAM BREAK 
COM- COM- 
MER- MER- 
CIAL CIAL PRODUCT 
x X {Baltimore News Post 
x X Jarman Motors 
x Anacin 
x Anacin 
x Arrow Beer 
x Md. Council of Fed. L. & S. 
x Md. Council of Fed. L. & S. 
x Baltimore News Post 
Blue Network Presentation 
Blue Network Presentation 
X jf Baltimore News Post 
X Free State Ale 
x Edgeworth 
x Edgeworth 
x Edgeworth 
x Edgeworth 
x Edgeworth (Domino Cig.) 
X {Baltimore News Post 
X Katz - jeweler 
x Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 
x Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 
x Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 
X {fKoester’s Bread 
X Baltimore News Post 
x Bayer 
x Bayer 
x Bayer 
Baltimore News Post 
N.B.C. Presentation 
x Baltimore News Post 
N.B.C. Presentation 
N.B.C. Presentation 
x Baltimore News Post 
x Ivory Flakes 
x Ivory Flakes 
x Baltimore News Post 
N.B.C. Presentation 
N.B.C. Presentation 
x Baltimore News Post 
N.B.C. Presentation 
N.B.C. Presentation 
x Baltimore News Post 
PRO- CHAIN 
GRAM BREAK 
COM- COM- 
MER- MER- 
CIAL CIAL PRODUCT 
x Bulova Watch 
Kentucky Club 
Kentucky Club 
Kentucky Club 
Kentucky Club 
Kentucky Club 
x Spry 
Hyde Park Beer 
Hyde Park Beer 
Hyde Park Beer 
x Rem & Rel 


J. Morrell & Co, 
J. Morrell & Co. 


6:02 
6:14 
6:15 
6:16 


6:21 P.M. 


6:24 
6:28 
6:30 


6:31 P.M. 


6:43 
6:44 
6:45 
6:56 


x 


OM OM OM OM 


Pepsodent Antiseptic 
Pepsodent Toothpaste 
Spry 

Chevrolet 

O.K. Used Chevrolet 
Chevrolet 

Chevrolet 

Mississippi Valley Trust Co, 
Diamond D. X. Dealer 
Diamond D. X. Dealer 
Griesedieck Beer 
(Local Traffic Talk) 
Chrysler Co. 


J. Morrell & Co, 
J. Morrell & Co, 

x Griesedieck Bros, 
Philco 
Philco 

x Highland Milk 
Du Pont 
Du Pont 

x Bulova Watch 
Campbell 
Campbell 
Campbell 
Campbell 

x Pevely 
Chesterfield 
Chesterfield 
Chesterfield 
Chesterfield 
Bulova Watch 
Palmolive 
Palmolive 
Palmolive 
Palmolive 
Palmolive 
Palmolive 
Palmolive 

x Pevely 
Kelley Clothing 
Kelley Clothing 


A MM MM OM 





6:57 


P.M 


6:58 42 P.M. 
6:59% P.M. 


7:00 
7:02 
7:26 
7:30 
7:31 
7:42 
7:52 
7:59 
8:00 
8:01 
8:12 
8:26 
8:40 
8:59 
9:00 
9:01 

9:10 
9:23 
9:26 
9:29 
9:30 
9:31 

9:38 


P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 
P.M. 


Chesapeake & Ohio R. R. 
George Washington Train 
Bell Telephone Co. 
Tender Leaf Tea 
Tender Leaf Tea 
Tender Leaf Tea 
Bulova Watch 
Lady Esther 
Lady Esther 
Lady Esther 
Lady Esther 
Industrial Loan 
Ipana & Sal Hepatica 
Ipana & Sal Hepatica 
Sal Hepatica 
Ipana 
Ipana 
x American Lady Tomatoes 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
x Dorothy Perkins 
American Ice Refrig. Co. 
American Ice Refrig. Co. 


ad Malate) 


™ 


me OM 


9:13 





| “Confusion” Element Fails to Show 


Up Strongly 








Completed Phone Calls 
Baltimore .....1,440 
St. Louis ......1,639 








TLAE 
7:00 P.M. 
7:004%2 P.M. 
7:13 P.M. 
7215 PM. 
7:15% P.M. 
7:28 P.M. 
7:30 P.M. 
7:3042 P.M, 
7:38% P.M. 
7:43 P.M. 
7:45 P.M. 
7:45% P.M. 
7:52% P.M, 
7:58 P.M. 
7:58% P.M. 
7:59% P.M. 
8:0014 P.M. 
8:26 P.M. 
8:30 P.M. 
8:3012 P.M. 
8:42 P.M. 
8:52 P.M. 
8:59 P.M. 
8:593%4 P.M. 
9:00% P.M. 
9:12 P.M. 
9:264% P.M. 
9:27 P.M. 
9:40 P.M. 
9:59 P.M. 

10:00 P.M. 
10:00% P.M. 
10:09%4 P.M. 
10:244% P.M. 
10:29 P.M. 
10:30 P.M. 


10:30% P.M. 


10:37 P.M. 


8:44 
8:45 
9:00 
9:01 


$:15 
9:30 
9:32 
9:37 
9:40 


PRO- 
GRAM 
COM- 
MER- 
CIAL 


Mr OM 


PRO- CHAIN 
GRAM BREAK 
COM- COM- 
MER- MER- 
CIAL CIAL 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


‘WFBR 


CHAIN 
BREAK 


CoMmM- 
MER- 
CIAL 


x 


x 


PRODUCT 





R 


Inner-Spring Mattress 

Pepsodent 

Pepsodent 

Free State Beer 

Alka-Seltzer 

Alka-Seltzer 

Geotts Sausage 
Regal’s Laundry Co. 
Regal’s Laundry Co. 

Regal’s Laundry Co. 

Md. Trust Co. 

Belvedere Hotel 

Belvedere Hotel ° 
Belvedere Hotel 
Lava Soap Co. 

Ayares Loan Co, 

Tender Leaf Tea 

Tender Leaf Tea 

Katz Jewelers 

Lady Esther 

Lady Esther 

Lady Esther 

Lady Esther 

Bulova Watch 


Sal Hepatica 
Ipana Toothpaste 


Sal Hepatica & Ipana 
WFBR 

Ipana 

Ipana & Sal Hepatica 
Free State Beer 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Lucky Strike Cig. 
Dodges at Jarman Motors 
Ice Industry 

Ice Industry 


KWK 


PRODUCT 


Griesedieck Beer 
Anacin Tablets 
Anacin Tablets 
Tango 

Dog Show 

Minit Rub 
Industrial Bank , j 
Gruen Watch . 
Ironized Yeast 

Rumford Baking Powder 

Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 
Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 
Dr. Lyon’s Tooth Powder 


Bayer Asperin 

Bayer Aspirin 

Bayer Aspirin 
Hill-Behan Lumber Co. 
Werner-Hilton Clothier 
Hyde Park Beer 

Hyde Park Beer 
Nu-Enamel 

Rem 

Ivory Flakes 

Ivory Flakes 

Duplex Bread 

Brandt Electric Co. 
Brandt Electric Co. 
Brandt Electric Co. 
Brandt Electric Co. 











Pe 
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In Special 


ACTUAL 
No. %, 


7:00-7:15 P.M. 
Radios On—-(52) 


Amos ’n’ Andy (Pepsodent)... 22 100.90 
Easy Aces (Anacin)......... 13 100.00 
Poetic Melodies renee ass 9 100.00 
All Others. ....-secceececevens 2 100.00 
Don’t know a Pe ey ee ee 6 100.00 
9:15-7:30 P.M. 

Radios On—(43) 
Uncle Ezra (Alka Seltzer).... 22 100.00 
Three Ranchers (Sust.)..... «— & 100.00 
Ma and Pa (Atlantic Ref.).... 9 100.00 
All other. ....coces i eeshie « 1 100.00 
Don’t KNOW.....ccccccccccccse 7 100.00 
9:30-7:45 P.M. 

Radios On—(38) 
Tonic Tunes (Regal Laun.)... 10 100.00 
Edgeworth Tobacco........... 9 100.00 
Jerry Cooper (Drene Sham). 11 100.00 
All other.....cccccccesececece 1 100.00 
Don’t know....csees 6040660008 7 100.00 
9:45-8:00 P.M. 

Radios On—(45) 
Belvedere Hotel.....ccseccses 6 100.00 
Edgeworth Tobacco. cossee 8 100.00 
Boake Carter (Philco).. ae 100.00 
All QHhErs...ccccsecvese TreerT 1 100.00 
Don't BNOW...ccocveess igicese 40 100.00 
3:00-8:15 P.M. 

Radios On—(50) 
One Man’s Family (Tend. L’f) 12 100.00 
Merry-Go-Round (Dr. Lyon’s) 10 100.00 
Cavalcade of Am. (DuPont).. 16 100.00 
ee Ns <slodnass sbkaeaasies -.o 100.00 
DE BROW: ccicccctescceseses W 100.00 
8:15-8:30 P.M. 

Radios On—(40) 
One Man’s Family (Tend. L’f) 7 100.00 
Merry-Go-Round (Dr. Lyon's). 10 100.00 
Cavalcade of Am. (DuPont)... 14 100.00 
All other......... Matetiveses © 10C .00 
Dew WAG rarkisdsciiccicceces: J 100.00 
8:38-8:45 P.M. 

Radios On—(55) 
Wayne King (Lady Esther)... 7 100.00 
Ethel Barrymore (Bayer Asp.) 4 100 00 
Burns & Allen (Campbell S'p) 31 100.00 
A GOB; 660600 pawgueessse 4 160 00 
PO esscbivccisssaccsss § 100.00 

ACTUAL 
LISTENERS 
No. % 


7:00-7:15 P.M. 
Radios On—(33) 


STATED 

IDENTIFIED IDENTIFIED DID NOT 

SPONSOR SPONSOR KNOW 
LISTENERS CORRECTLY INCORRECTLY SPONSOR 
No. % No. % No. % 
15 63.18 1 4.55 6 27.27 
8 61.54 ee ° 5 38. 46 
3 Jo.a0 a 6 68.67 
oa ae es siete 2 100.00 
ee 1 16.67 5 83.33 
20 90.91 i roe 2 9.09 
2 50.00 1 25.00 1 25.00 
2 22.22 1 11.11 6 66.67 
1 100.00 oe jae = Boks 
e< ene ee ecco 7 100.00 
l 10.00 1 10.00 8 80.00 
l 11.11 e rer 8 88.89 
es ehuate ° ° 11 100.00 
1 100.00 e ° = Nae 
ee ne ee ° 7 100.00 
ee <r ee ecce 6 100.00 
1 33.33 eo ecce 2 66.67 
15 60.00 ee eoce 10 40.00 
1 100.00 ee cece na 45 
as oar ee eece 10 100.00 
10 83.33 ° 2 16.67 
3 30.00 “x bisleik 7 70.00 
6 37.50 1 6.25 9 56.25 
‘a een ee ‘ee 2 100.00 
oe see ee eee 10 100.00 
4 57.14 st asa’ 3 42.86 
3 30.00 1 10.00 6 60.00 
11 78.57 es ase 3 21.43 
2 50.00 e e 2 50.00 
ee eee. oe eove 5 100.00 
5 71.43 - sees 2 28.57 
1 25.00 +6 or 3 75.00 
26 83.87 2 6.45 3 9.68 
2 50.00 es S008 2 50.00 
ee * ° ° 9 100.00 
STATED 
IDENTIFIED IDENTIFIED DID NOT 
SPONSOR SPONSOR KNOW 
CORRECTLY INCORRECTLY SPONSOR 
No. % No. % No. % 
News (Kentucky Club)....... 5 100.00 1 20.00 as eese 4 80.00 
Amos 'n’ Andy (Pepsodent)... 20 100.00 14 70.00 ee eoee 6 30.00 
Easy Aces (Anacin).......+.5 4 100.00 2 50.00 os oene 2 50.00 
SR PR ar 100.00 a% wane ee enae 1 100.00 
Don’t SURO ioc. kNéeeh ones 3 100.00 ee eese ee econ 3 100.00 
9:15-7:30 P.M. 

Radios On—(30) 

Sports (Hyde Park Beer). 6 100.00 1 16.67 sa idee 5 83.33 
Musical Moments (Chevrolet). 6 100.00 6 100.00 ° eoce e% all 
Doris Hare (Sustaining)...... 4 100.00 3 75.00 ° oes 1 25.00 
All others seereee eeererrenevere 3 100.00 ee cece bad ee00 3 100.00 
SEER GO csccocecsececsoes: $11 BREE = oe psec . ose 11 100.00 
7:30-7:45 P.M. 

Radios On—(36) 

Tom Baker (John Maxwell Co.) 16 100.00 6 37.50 os seed 10 62.50 
Diamond City News (D. 

Sere 3 100 00 3 109.00 _ ooo oe eas 
Sports Review (Minit Rub)... 4 100.00 2 50.00 . ecco 2 50.00 
All others...., PERE I TREE SE ‘ 4 100.00 2 59.00 eo cece 2 50.00 
gn SSR | 109.00 ae ext - eee 9 100.00 
7:45-8:00 P.M. a 

Radios On—(35) 

Boake Carter (Philco)........ 15 100.00 10 66.67 1 6.67 4 26.66 
senior Dickman (D. for Mayor) 5 ae 5 100.00 eo cece “ oats 
usical Interlude (Sustaining) 4 : es eed ee e0ce . 
All others...... : ‘ . PPT Te nf 4 100.00 1 25.00 P eee 3 75.00 
Don’t know *eeeee . eeeeereerve 7 100.00 fe eee ee e@ere 7 100.00 

8:00-8:15 P.M. 

Radios On—(39) 

Cavalcade (DuPont).......... 11 100.00 3 37.27 ee ° 8 72.73 
One Man's Family (Tend.Tea) 6 100.00 4 66.67 oe eal 2 33.33 
Merry-Go-Round (Dr, Lyon's) 5 100.00 2 40.00 1 20.00 2 40.00 
NTT eee © 100.00 4 80.00 ee é0ee 1 20.00 
Don't know. oe eeeeseeseeseeeee 12 100.00 ** cece se @ece 12 100.00 
8:15-8:30 P.M. 

Radios On—(49) 

Cavalcade (DuPont).......... 14 100.00 7 50.00 so cece 7 50.00 
One Man's Family (Tend.Tea) 10 100.00 9 10.00 ee eee 1 10.00 
Merry-Go-Round (Dr. Lyon's) 7 100.00 1 14.28 .. euue 6 85.72 
All others. ........... badeeces 5 100.00 2 40.00 oe eeee 3 60.00 
n't know...... 6609866068 13 100.00 as ie ee coe 13 100.00 
8:30-8:45 P.M. 
B Radios On—(60) 
ws & Allen (Campbells)... 41 100.00 28 68.29 oT ecve 13 31.71: 
Ethet King (Lady Esther)... 7 106.00 6 85.72 4. stee i 14.28 
All 1 Barrymore (Bayer)..... 1 100.00 1 100.00 oe eee és 
others. ...... eeasdesesosoren SF 100.00 1 50.00 oe eeee 1 50.00 
te ee 9 100.00 ee eee . eeee 9 100.00 


Baltimore-St. Louis Coincidental 


BALTIMORE 


Listeners’ Identification of Sponsor 


8:45--9:00 P.M. 

Radios On—(46) 
Wayne King (Lady Esther). . 
Eihel Barrymore ‘Bayer Asp.) 
Burns & Alien (C rege 11 S’p) 
All others case enes 
Don’t kno 


9:09-9:15 P.M. 
Radics On—(48) 

Fred Allen (Bristcl Meyers) 
Paul Whiteman (Sustaining).. 
Ninc Martini (Chesterfield)... 
Bet GG sk ak aed s BA whee eens 
Don't 
9:15-9:50 P.M. 


Radics On—(45) 
Fred Allen (Bristol Meyers)... 
Paul Whiteman (Sustaining).. 
Nino Martini (Chesterfield)... 
All other 
Don’t know.. 
9:29-9:45 P.M. 

Radics On—(36) 
Fred Allen (Bristol Meyers).. 
Paul Whiteman (Sustaining). 
Jessica Dragonette (Palmolive) 
All other 
Don’t know. 


9:45-10:00 P.M. 

Radios On—(40) 
Fred Allen (Bristol Meyers).. 
Paul Whiteman (Sustaining).. 
J2ssica Dragonette (Palmolive) 
All ott Per ee cee 


know 


ee ee ee | 


10:99- 10:15 PM. 


Radios On—(43) 
Hit Parade (Lucky Strike) 
Vie and Sade (Crisco)..... 
Gang Busters (Palmolive S.C.) 
ER” Ee EE Dhar eae bo ee 
ee ty G4. 46 oat eaees 


10:15-10:30 P.M. 

Radios On— (43) 
Hit Parade (Lucky Strike). 
Ink Spots (Sustaining). . 
Gang Busters (Palmolive S § .C. ) 
PR ics dm dad acd ca cies 
3 05 oe ok oe a des 


10:30-10:40 P.M. 
Radios On—(28) 
Gladys Swarthout 
Ice Adv. Co.). 
Tales of the Oper: a " (Susti 1in,), 
Hassen’s Orch.(Emerson Hotel) 
Me GE Hons cadredekeere fia 


(National 


ST. LOUIS 


8:45-9:00 P.M. 

Radios On—(59) 
Burns & Allen (Campbells)... 
Wayne King (Lady Esther)... 
Ethel Barrymore (Bayer)..... 
Me GED: 0 6004060 040bR 58 PTT Ty 


9:00-9:15 P.M. 

Radios On—(53) 
Nino Martini (Chesterfield)... 
Fred Allen (Bristol Meyers).. 
Threescore and Ten (Sustain.) 
Po | a a ae 


9:15-9:30 P.M. 
Radios On—(58) 

Nino Martini (Chesterfield)... 

Fred Allen (Bristol Meyers)... 

Threescore and Ten (Sustain.). 

fp ok lar 

Don't know.... 


9:30-9:45 P.M. 
Radios On—(57) 
Jessica Dragonette gS ona lg 
Fred Allen (Bristol Meyer a 
Sport Review (Hyde P’k Sone ) 
pe eee oor 
Don't know. 


9:45-10:00 P.M. 
Radios On—(68) 

Jessica Dragonette (Palmolive) 

Fred Allen (Bristol Meyers). . 

Jazz Nocturne (Hyde P’k Beer) 

All other... 

Don't know 


10:00-10:15 P.M. 

Radios On—(74) 
Gang Busters (Palmolive)..... 
Hit Parade ‘(Lucky Strike).... 


Vic and Sade (Crisco)........ 
an Gn... «se xabadstaveseaee 
See Se #6 kik veacasaxecees ° 


10:15-10:30 P.M. 
Radios On—(52) 
Gang Busters (Palmolive).... 
Hit Parade (Lucky Strike).... 
Romance and Roses (Sustain.). 
; | eer 
Don’t know.... 


10:30-10:40 P.M. 

Radios On—(46) 
Talk on Electric Rates (Sust.). 
Gladys Swarthout (Nai’l Ice).. 
Duke Ellington (Sustaining).. 
Er eer ere 
i re ere i 


ACTUAL 
LISTENERS CORRECTLY 


No, % 
5 100.00 
9 100.00 
26 100.00 
1 109.00 
5 100.00 
24 100.00 
4 100.00 
14 ~—«- 100.00 
1 100.00 
5 100.00 
24 ~=—-: 100.00 
5 100.00 
10 100.00 
, 100.00 
4 100.00 
15: 100.00 
2 100.00 
13. —-100.00 
1 100.00 
5 100.00 
21 100.00 
13 100,00 
‘6 = 100.00 
17 100.00 
2 100.00 
17 100.00 
2 100.00 
5 100.00 
14 —- 100.00 
2 100.00 
21 100.00 
1 100.00 
5 100.00 
15 100.00 
2 100.00 
8 100.00 
‘3: 100.00 
ACTUAL 
LISTENERS 
No. % 
38 100.00 
7 100.00 
6 100.00 
3 100.00 
5 100.00 
16 100.00 
21 100.00 
2 100.00 
3 100.00 
11 100.00 
17 —- 100.00 
31 100.00 
1 100.00 
3 100.00 
6 100.00 
15 100.00 
34 100.00 
1 100.00 
‘7 ~~: 100.00 
13 100.00 
42 100.00 
1 100.00 
2 100.00 
10 100.00 
47 100.00 
15 100.00 
4 100.00 
2 100.00 
6 100.00 
26 100.00 
9 100.00 
2 100.00 
15 100.00 
13 100.00 
i2 100.00 
5 100.00 
2 100.00 
14 ~—- 100.00 


IDENTIFIED 
SPONSOR 
No. %, 

3 6.00 
6 66.67 
18 69.23 
1 100.00 
19 79.17 
3 75.00 
8 $7.15 
18 75.00 
9 90.00 
2 100.00 
9 60.00 
2 100.00 
4 30.77 
17 80.95 
"9 69.23 
14 82.35 
8 47.06 
1 50.00 
12 85.71 
1 50.00 
13 61.90 
2 13.33 
1 50.00 
3 37.50 

IDENTIFIED 
SPONSOR 

CORRECTLY 
No. % 

30 78.95 
5 71.43 
3 50.00 
3 100.00 
7 43.75 

14 66.67 
1 50.00 


3 100.00 


9 52.95 
24 77.42 
1 100.90 
9 60.00 
19 55.88 
1 100.00 
1 53 85 
25 59.52 
‘I 50.00 
31 65.96 
12 80.00 
12 46.15 
4 44.44 
8 61.54 
3 25.00 
2 40.00 


STATED 
IDENTIFIED DID NOT 
SPONSOR KNOW 
INCORRECTLY SPONSOR 
No. % No. % 
‘ les 2 10.00 
oe 3 33.33 
: pbk 8 30.77 
; oe "5 100.00 
war 5 20.83 
F ] 25.00 
i 7.14 5 35.71 
. 1 100.00 
: hes 5 100.00 
. eeee 6 25.00 
ctl 5 100.00 
phe 1 10.00 
, es OE ee 
ae 6 40.00 
1 7.69 8 61.54 
ay pais 1 100.00 
ne akan 5 100.00 
“i shits 19.05 
i 7.69 3 23.08 
; waee | 6B «(100.00 
- a 3 17.65 
1 50.00 1 50.00 
re aan 9 52.94 
eeee 1 50.00 
se eeeene 5 100.00 
ai wey 2 14.29 
1 50.00 nae lalate 
‘ ieee 8 38.10 
“ ae 1 100.00 
1 20.00 4 80.00 
{ 6.67 12 80.00 
° eoee 1 50.00 
ee eeee 5 62.55 
ad wes 6 
STATED 
IDENTIFIED DID NOT 
SPONSOR KNOW 
INCORRECTLY SPONSOR 
No. % No. % 
e 8 21.05 
s eae 2 28.57 
1 16.67 2 33.33 
ob a aa" 
oe eove 9 56.25 
.. eet 7 33.33 
Ne dais 1 50.00 
#: yoda 100.00 
2 11.76 6 35.29 
se eene 7 22.58 
ve ors a 
. eeee 6 100.00 
2 13.33 4 26.67 
i adi 15 44.12 
x push. « a ee 
1 7.69 5 38.46 
se eeee 17 40.48 
ef eeenre 1 100.09 
ee eee 1 50.0) 
ee eeee 10 100.09 
2 4.25 14 29.79 
~ ines 3 20.09 
1 25.00 3 75.00 
o¢ a 2 100.0) 
ee 6 100.00 
1 3.85 13 50.09 
oe ° 5 55.56 
diss 2 100.00 
oa aie 15 100.00 
*e ee . 5 38.46 
oe eevee a 75.00 
oe geese 3 60.99 
‘i penis 2 10009 
on e 14 100.00 
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ABLE ‘ 
Bc osErHINE HUTCHINSON, | 

ADOLPHE MENJOU 
@arewell to Arms’ 

ramatization 

Mins, 
LUX 
Menday, % p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New Yerk 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Clark Gable is a microphone vet, 
and his click in this briefie of the 
Ernest Hemingway story was hardly 
a surprise, although there is the 
memory, the other way, of his 
*Washington.’ Assured and compel- 
ling performance of Josephine Hut- 
chinson helped beaucoup. Both 
showed to advantage, with La Hut- 
chinson keeping pace with and oc- 
casionally showing the way to Gable. 

Disguised in a thick Italian accent, 
Adolphe Menjou: - never emerged. 
His familiarly suave personality was 
consequently lost. -Had a chance to 
regain some recognition in a short 
curtain call, however, and punched 
jt over. ; 

As the pash nurse of the tragic 
varn, Miss Hutchinson had a part 
well suited to her style of emoting. 
Particularly in the poignant mo- 
ments of the script her voice was 
softly expressive. 4 

Scripting compressed essentials of 
the story into logical drama. Only 
occasionally did the emotion lapse 
into bathos. Hobe. 





‘OFFICE WORKERS ON THE AIR’ 
With Aline MacMahon, Tamara, 

Roger Baldwin 
Interview, Song, Talk 
15 Mins, 

Sustaining 
Tuesday, 10:45 p.m. 
WEVD, New York 

Bookkeepers, Stenographers and 
‘Accountants Union is sponsoring this 
series to get more members. Time 
is donated by the station and under- 
stood guestees will also appear 
gratis to aid the cause of organized 
labor. Entire show is handled and 
scripted by union. members. ; 

Everything considered, | opening 
program (30) was an achievement. 
With a single exception the show 
was capably planned, deftly written 
and of professional caliber. bas 

By grabbing names for the initial 
airing the office workers’ union 
played smartly -for listeners. Also 
scored by spotting Aline MacMahon 
early to get program off to strong 
start; Actress worked in unioniza- 
tion angle almost at once by re- 
marking she was glad to meet office 
union members as she is a member 
of a union herself. Went on to ex- 
plain her membership in Screen 
Actors Guild and Actors Equity, 
mentioning aims and accomplish- 
ments of those organizations. 

As sole ‘entertainment’ of the 
show, Tamara warbled ‘Way You 
Took Tonight. Very nice; No men- 
tion of any union conneetion. As 
concentrated meat. of the show, 
Roger Baldwin, director of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
joined interview with Miss Mac- 
Mehon regarding his organization's 
purposes and its policies in regard 
to jabor. 

As windup, an unbilled union 
member offered arguments for col- 
lective bargaining, instances (with- 
out mentioning specific names) of 
benefits obtained by unionization, 
and closed with direct appeal for 
union membership among office 
workers. 

‘Single serious flaw in the show 
was in the atmospheric office chat- 
ter that opened; added little to the 
efrect. As a whole, though, ‘Office 
Workers on the Air’ is an example 
of showmanship in stetean 

oO 





J. GUNNAR BACK 
Interviews 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mendays, 8:30-45 p.m. 
K -OR, Lincoin. 

This is an idea repeat. for Back, 
who did it under. the moniker of 
*Your Job’ over WTCN, Minneapo- 
lis. Now the label is ‘All In a Day's 
Work.’ For it Back pulls anyone 
with an interesting job of any kind 
before the mike and has them air 
lies, dislikes, philosophy, and vig- 
nce‘tes from life. , ag 

First pick was a manicurist in a 
hotel barber shop and it was done 
humorously with emphasis on the 
percentage of her customers who 
came to get their hands patted, but 
finished by wanting to go into the 
biz themselves. 

Program presents avenue of new 
ideas and is nicely handled. Barn. 


“ALMANAC FOR NEW Y¥ORKERS’ 
Sketch, Humor, News 

10 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily, 4:30 p. m. 

WHN, New York 

This is a WPA effort. Program 
has intelligent direction and _ suffi- 
cient originality in material and pro- 
duction to measure up. Chief weak- 
ness is that too much time is allotted 
to the main sketch. Also possibly 
too numerous sound effects. 

‘The Round-Towners,’ group of 
voices, herald major events transpir- 
ing in Manhattan. ‘Old astrologer’ 
gets good returns with phoney 
wenther forecast. Sketch concerns 
N. Y. millionaire’s purchase of fake 
‘M-na Lisa.’ Nicely portrayed. 

I -ogram, produced by Ira Ashley 
and written by Manley W. Wellman, 
is a creation of Federal Radio The- 
etres of WPA. Wear. 





Hollywood Handicap 





Programs originating in Hole 
lywood are, perhaps, unaware 
of the fact that they’ve picked 
up a habit which may be ex- 
tremely provoking to listeners. 
At least it’s been going on over 
a period of weeks with no core 
rection to date, 

The subject is the proximity 
of the studio audience to the 
microphone. - And why do the 
silly girls with the silly giggles 
always get in the first row? 

After two or three minutes 
those squeals and shrieks can 
drive a listener frantic, and 
certainly over to where the go- 
ing is free from annoyance, It’s 
not that the giddy damsels only 
occasionally squirm and squeak, 
they're a pushover for every 
gesture or pun. Coming over 
the air, the effect is not much 


different than if they were 
dragging their nails across a 
blackboard. 


Three or four programs can 
plead guilty to what must be an 
oversight, but the Bing Crosby 
hour is head man in this re- 
spect. You can have your 
choice of whether it’s a matter 
of getting the most laughs or 
drawing the sappiest saps. 

In any case, it’s no help. 











WILSON ANGEL 

With Bob Beadles, Charles Copland 
Tenor, Organ Violin 

15 Mins.—Local 

VIRGINIA BLDG. LOA 

Tues., 8:30 p.m. . 

WRVA, Richmond 

Out to sell itself as an old-estab- 
lished, solid banking organization to 
a conservative element, this build- 
ing and loan sponsor serves a pro- 
gram formula almost as old as radio 
itself, a good bass-baritone voice 
backed up by an organ and a violin. 
Only established numbers rendered. 


Commercial copy breathes ‘estab- 
lished’ and ‘conservative’ every 
chance. 


Wilson Angel’s voice one of the 
best in this section. Has some repu- 
tation, too, as result of concert work. 
It’s trained and hits all over the 
range with trueness. Only thing 
lacking to make this former Atwater 
Kent audition winner’s voice im- 
portant is warmth. Comes in me- 
chanically true but a little shy of 
that thing called personality. 

Bob Beadles, WRVA’s chief an- 
nouncer, is the organist. Gets in one 
solo. Charles Copland is the violin- 
ist. 

Commercials, as indicated, preach 
conservatism and thrift and safety. 
Delivered in two brief doses, at be- 
ginning and end of program, they 
ring OK. A give-away booklet one 
of the actual checks on response. 

Kiss. 


‘ACROSS THE BREAKFAST 

TABLE’ 

With Margaret and Gordon Munroe 
15 Mins.—Local 
HOUSEHOLD FINANCE 
Daily, 7:45 a.m. 
KMBC, Kansas City 
(B. B.D. & O.) 

Here’s another show. that Arthur 
Church has been grooming for net- 
work airings. It has been on sus- 
taining here and was recently signed 
on 13-week test basis by Household 
Finance Corp. who are reported to 
be in the market for a new network 
show. They now _ sponsor Eddie 
Guest in ‘Welcome Valley’ via CBS. 

Show is punchy and has a well 
written script which is delivered in 
A-1 fashion. Script idea is not new, 
but in this instance it’s the style 
that gets it across, being the chat 
of a young couple in the morning 
prior to husband’s exit to his job. 
Gabbing over plans for the day and 
outcome of yesterday’s plans. Situa- 
tions are anent topical events. 

Sponsor angles for young married 
couple patronage which ties in well 
with this show. Commercial copy 
is okay but announcer tends to talk 
down too much to his audience. 

Hoyt. 
FRANK GRAHAM 
Sports Talk 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Monday through Saturday, 7 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

Subbing for Stan Lomax on this 
six-a-week early evening shot, Frank 
(Graham, vet sports columnist of the 
New York Sun spiels combination 
of sports results, reminiscences and 
anecdotes. He’s fair. 

Graham’s prime drawback at pres- 
ent is difficulty of adapting himself 
to the strange medium. His voice is 
satisfactory and his enunciation is 
clear, but he lacks expression and 
he too, obviously is reading his stuff. 








His writing is okay for the eye, 
but sentences are too long and in- 
| volved for the ear. 

| On show caught (1) Graham de- 
| voted latter part of his time to a 
meeting he'd had earlier in the day 
with Billy Gibson, former manager 
of Benny Leonard and other fighters. 
That was far and away the more 
colorful portion of the program. 
Wound up the session with punchy 
yarn. Earlier part of the stanza, 
devoted to endless report of straight 
sports resulis and figures, tended to 
grow monotonous. Hobe. 





‘| GERTRUDE LAWRENCE 


Sengs, Comedy 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
Thursday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 


English comedienne, recently in 
one-acters with .Noel Coward on 
Broadway, was a resounding waliop 
as guestee last week (1) for Max- 
well House. Clicked with three 
witty songs and smacked over a 
corking comedy skit (by Coward). 
On for pair of lengthy turns, she 
virtually carried the entire program. 
By far the strongest entertainment 
on it 

Miss Lawrence has lots for radio. 
Apparently none of her color is lost 
via the kilocycles. Her versatile 
style is ideally suited to the medium 
and she contrives to make her by- 
play with Lanny Ross so animated 
it seems like ad lib. 

Songs included ‘Someone to Watch 
Over Me,’ ‘He Never Said He Loved 
Me’ and ‘Carrie Was a Careful Girl.’ 
Scored strongest in the last, which 
is best suited to her style. Skit, 
which she _ acted with Burford 
Hampden, was ‘Rain Before Seven,’ 
which has Coward's, customary bit- 
ing humor. : Hobe. 


‘MATCHING MINDS’ 

With Louis Azrael and Peggy White 
15 Mins,—Local 

EMPIRE LAUNDRY. 

Mon., 7:15 p. m. 

WBAL, Baltimore 

Louis Azrael, columnist on Hearst 
News-Post here, is conducting this 
commercial shooting a variety of 
questions to high school boys and 
girls and grading them accordingly. 
Total grades of boys compared to 
girls with winning sex announced at 
end of program. Theatre ducats to 
high scorers and final contest slated 
between school teams for trophy. 
Tickets also awarded for best ques- 
tions sent in. 

Program opens with theme vocal 
and commercial plug by Peggy 
White. Another plug midway and at 
close. Azrael has had some radio 
stints before, none very outstanding. 
Present set-up is okay but noticeable 
effort by columnist to intensify voice 
loses for him an easy going natural- 
ness that is imperative to sustained 
interest in question and answer ses- 
sion, 

Might be good idea to eliminate 
prepared script if one is used. With 
a breezier routine between Azrael 
and his studes, program should 
prove entertaining with juvenile 
background and school competition a 
very good local angle. Burm. 


MOWRY LOWE 
With Austin Street 
30 Mins.—Local 
Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 
WEAN, Providence 


This weekly program is WEAN’s 
latest tie-up with a local theatre, and 
is really smart showmanship for a 
town which has long been in the 
doldrums. Every Tuesday night, 
WEAN broadcasts from stage of 
Fay’s Theatre, combo house, with a 
community sing and question pro- 
gram. Austin Street conducts the 
sing portion of the broadcast, and 
Mowry Lowe the question period. 
Program has done much to pack 
Fay’s on Tuesday nights, and judging 
from reaction, it has a large listening 
audience, too. 

Street starts off broadcast with a 
sing fest. and then turns over the 
mike to Lowe who asks a series of 
questions of persons in the audience. 
Those who know the answers get a 
$1 bill. The person asked to answer 
the query picks it out of a box. The 
questions are submitted to WEAN by 
radio listeners. The best five are 
awarded $1 each. 

Swell job is done by both Street 
and Lowe. Marcello. 


SENATORS OF SONG 

With Charles Wright, Art Pickard, 
Jean Denese, James Miine 

Songs, Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sundays, 1:15 p.m. 

HARRY TOMLINSON 

WELI, New Haven 


Operator of a Seaside park, 
Bridgeport, frankfurter stand that 


is a regional institution, Harry Tom- 
linson is back again for the warm- 
weather spell on WELI, New Haven 
900-kilocycler whose signal is well 
received through the area that is his 
source of revenue. 

Senators of Song, in-singing 
Charles Wright and Art Pickard, re- 
engaged to top bill. Although not 
outstanding, they are an adequate 
team, and what they haven't vocally, 
they make up in presentation and 
choice of material. Conversa- 
tional sequences in easy, familiar 


In a Million,’ ‘Delovely,’ ‘Little Old 
Lady’ and ‘Make Believe Ballroom.’ 
Jean Denese 
torily. 

Smart piece of business is tribute, 
promised weekly, to garden spots of 


Connecticut. Opening town honored 
was Greenwich. Copy, much in 
manner of No. 1. saluter Major 


Bowes, read by James Milne, mana- 
ger of WELI. No doubt that this 
civic bally will build 
good will for sponsor. 


substantial 


customers his plans for the season. 





Tidily timed 15-minuter that ought 
win favorable response. Elem. 


vein interpolate such tunes as ‘One | 


accompanies satisfac-’ 


Milne also handles commercial 
sides, sensibly directed to Sunday 
afternoon motor trade. Tomlinson. 


made a p. a. on first show to tell- 








. Benny’s Tree Gag 


Jack Benny’s comedy routine 
on Jello Sunday: night used a 
dog gag, in connection with a 
tree. Barking of the hound was 
the punch-line. 

Incident stirred up quite a bit 
of adverse comment around the 
country. Some rumblings of the 
reaction were audible in Man- 
hattan the next day with the 
general opinion that it was a 
major blunder in taste and edit- 
ing for the No. 1 ranking pro- 
gram, 











‘THE MAN IN THE HALL’ 
With Don Phillips 
Sustaining 

Sat., 4:45. p.m. 

KMOX, St. Louis 


KMOX has inaugurated new pro- 
gram on Saturday afternoon at 4:45 
o’clock called ‘The Man in the Hall.’ 
Unrehearsed interviews with artists, 
production men, execs and salesmen 
who happen to pass at the_time of 


the broadcast offers some diverting 
entertainment. Although those 
snared by Don Phillips, special 


events announcer, have spent years 
around mikes, first program showed 
they have same timidity that strikes 
others before the microphone. 
During first broadcast Phillips 
sneaked a- mike into a studio where 
Ben Feld and his tooters were re- 
hearsing a CBS network program to 
be’ presented in a few minutes. At 
the time the prod.ction man and 
Feld were figuring out a cut in a 
number to fit proper timing of show 
and their argument, maintained in 


‘strictly radio phraseology..was amus- 


ing. Special event gives dialers a 
picture ef what actually goes on 
prior to a-broadcast, something they 


‘never learn by visiting a-studio. 





Sahu. 
AMERICAN ANDERSON GAL- 
LERIES 
Auction 


15. Mins.—Local 


-Sat.; 4:15.P.M. 


WIZ, New York 


An auction by the American Art 
Association-Anderson Galleries, Inc., 
broadcast over WJZ, might be either 
a sustainer or commercial. Has the 
air of a sponsored program, but in 
view of the general educational dig- 
nity of the NBC-WJZ spiel, the 
thought ‘is that it was picked up 


‘principally for its sustaining inter- 


est. 

Bid of $30,000 for one painting was 
one of the electrifying items. Pick- 
up heard the actual count-up of the 
customers’ bids, rolling from $100 
up to $1,000 on another item, and go- 
ing to bidders, at other times, on 
their first offers of $50 or $75. 

Chief auctioneer Hiram S. Parks, 
who is president of the American- 
Anderson galleries, got air-billing as 
conducting the sales. NBC spieler 
did some incidental descriptions of 
some of the paintings, mike being 
set on the rostrum with Parks, seem- 
ingly, and against this was always 
to be heard the drone of the bids— 
amplified or tuned down as occasion 
warranted. 

When the early American furni- 
ture was put up on the block the 
audience. interest waned, perhaps 
because of the less spectacular eco- 
namic equations—all of which might 
be the cue for any similar future 
pickups. - Abel. 


CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF THE 
AIR 

Sustaining 

$0 Mins.—Local 

Sat., 10:30 a. m. 

WGY, Schenectady 


Broadcasts are a strain on listen- 
ers who dislike show-off exhibition- 
ism by kids. Nor does it bring forth 
much entertainment as a compensat- 
ing factor. The present group of 
girls and boys fails to produce a 
brand of entertainment comparable 
with that presented by the WGY's 
original juvenile unit under the di- 
rection of Roland Bradley (‘Uncle 
Brad,’ now at WBAL). Acting, the 
thing which kids do best on the air 
and which Bradley developed to a 
high degree with the WGY juniors, 
is conspicuously absent. 

Much of the running time is de- 
voted to singing. As is so often the 
case with teen-ageds, this takes the 
form of imitating adult artists. A 
large percentage of pops, lyricizing 
about love, unrequited passion, etc., 
is unsuited to trebled-voiced young- 
sters, but warble them they will 
over the radio, where the balancing 
‘cuteness’ of personal appearance is 
missing. 

Florence Sanford 


shepherds her 
large flock skilfully. 2 


Jaco. 





Claude Haring to Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia, April 6. 

Claude Haring, WCAU sports an- 
neuncer, has quit, effective next 
Tuesday (13). He will join N. W. 
Ayer to spiel sports events for At- 
lantic Refining. Will be stationed in 
Pittsburgh during baseball season to 
do 15-minute resume of home games 
each night and play-by-play from 
wire reports of away tilts. Will also 
be used for basketball and football. 

Gabber came to WCAU two years 
ago from WCBA, Allentown. 
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ANN SEYMOUR 
Songs 
5 Mins, 
ROYAL GELATIN 
Thursday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Ann Seymour graduated into a» 
vaude single in 1930 after doing an 
act for years with Henry Santry and 
her brother, Henry. For her debut 
on the Rudy Vallee stanza last 
Thursday (1) she exhumed some of 
the special material she used in the 
solo routine, Stuff she _ intoned 
had a musty air about it. Studio 
audience acted up nicely, but com. 
ing out of the loudspeaker the reci- 
tations sounded pretty flat. 

Quite likely most of the fault was 
due to the choice of numbers by the 
program’s producers. They might 
have exercised better judgment 
when it came to the sneeze bit. This 
was ‘something that invariably 
clicked big with Miss Seymour's 
audiences in vaude. But unseen, it’s 
another story. 

For the broadcast Miss Seymour's 
second and last number was the 
satirical but good-humored rounde- 
lay about the foibles of the oppo- 
site sex, ‘The Best of "Em are None 
too Good.’ It used to wow ‘em 
at the Riverside’ and the Coliseum. 
Out on the receiving end of the kilo- 
cycle the ditty imparted little tang 
or comedy. Odec. 


‘NEW HORIZONS’ 

With Stuart Buchanan, Jud Sloan, 
Thora Mathieson, Margit Hegedus, 
Felix MiHs orch. 

30 Mins.—Local 

BULLOCK’S DEPT. STORE 

Friday, 9:15 a.m. 

KNX, Hollywood 

(Dana Jones) 

Too much: taik here and too little 
action. Advance bally was _ that 
sponsor would lay off the commer- 
cial and merely eome in for a men- 
tion at: the signoff. First three 
minutes is devoted to a heavy in- 
stitutional build for the shop and if 
that weren't enough it bobs up again 
several times through the program. 

Idea of the broadcast is to en- 
courage tyros to new horizons so 
they can make their mark as per- 
forming artists. Sight, however, is 
lost of this principle as only two 
singers were trotted out on the 
opener. Both sound promising; Jud 
Sloan, a baritone, and Thora Mathie- 
son, coloratura soprano. Latter was 
impressive in the higher register. 

Whatever shortcomings the pro- 
gram has is more than equalized by 
the music of Felix Mills. This young 
conductor, long. one .of the town’s 
top arrangers, gets his first real op- 
portunity to toss around some real 
music and here it comes out im- 
pressively. It is easily’ the best tun- 
ing to issue from this Columbia sta- 
tion. Mills’ own scoring of ‘Two 
Guitars’ shows the skill of the man 
who is definitely going places. His 
violinist, Margit Hegedus, draws a 
solo spot for a display of her now 
well known virtuosity. 

Dramatization of Walt Disney's 
early struggles was unconvincing 
and hammy. Mills partly redeemed 
it with a medley of Silly Symphony 
ditties. 

Charles Vanda and Stuart Buch- 
anan are responsible for the produc- 
tion, with the latter also acting as 
narrator. Helm. 


‘SINGING REDHEADS’ 
With Dot Aggas, Mel Wilkerson, 
Henry Finney 
Songs, Music 
15 Mins. 
Participating 
M-T-Th-F; 6 p.m. . 
WXYZ, Detroit 
Dot Aggas and Mel Wilkerson. the 
‘Singing Redheads,’ have had con- 
siderable experience before joining 
WXYZ staff, including associations 
with WTAM, Cleveland; WKY, Okla- 
homa City; KSTP, St. Paul; WSM, 
Nashville, and WDGY, Minneapolis. 
Also were aired for six months: 
from WTAM over NBC, and sang 
‘fot ten weeks with Ben Bernie's 
band at Chicago’s College Inn. 
They warble in duets and alone, 
and do a smart job. Pop tunes a 
specialty. Music furnished by a 
string ensemble, under direction of 
Hank Finney, is oke but doesn't 
seem to fit warblers’ particular style. 
Plugs for various films, inter- 
spersed through 15-minute program, 
are not too lengthy. Pete. 





SUSI HOCK, YELLA PESSL 
Musicale 
30 Mins, 
Sustaining 
Friday, 3.30 p.m. 
WJZ, New York 

Miss Hock on the organ and Miss 
Pessl on the harpsicord served up a 
rather striking recital, but probably 
pleased but a slender audience. 
Selections confined to Bach key- 
board compositions, but the four 


| used were well chosen and there was 


no monotony of composition style. 
Both are very able concert per- 
formers, especially Miss Pess! on the 
harpsicord—that rarely heard instru- 
ment. 

_ Short finale piece found  pa'r 
jointly doing some facile fingering 
of their instruments, whereas before 
they alternated with solo stabs. The 
dueting was by far the best. 

Both are Viennese, Miss Hock (1 
private life is wife of Sir James 
Jeans, British astronomer. Shes 
here on a concert tour; appeared 3! 





Town Hall, N. Y., on March 31. 
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RADIO REVIEWS 


VARIETY 





WILL WRIGHT , 

With Durelle Alexander, Del Casino, 
zeb Wright, Irving Reis and Fred- 
die Rich’s Oreh. 

Variety Show 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tues., Thurs., 3 p.m. 

WABC, New Yerk 
will Wright is an announcer on 

the Al Pearce program, and plays 

peavies in ‘Gang Busters.’ CBS has 

him ticketed as a potentiality, and 

is giving him. the sustaining slot 

buildup along with some other CBS 
ntractees. 

Program heard Thurs, (1) was 

rather on the dull side and self- 

suggests that layout be livened. 

Wright's material was light, but not 

humorous by any standard. He did 

a monolog in straight character, as 

did his cousin Zeb, who affects a 

dubious hick accent for some down- 

country sage-spieling that wasn’t too 
eaty. 

SO urelle Alexander had one song 

shot, ditto tenor Del Casino. Both 

held their ground firmly. 
Irving Reis, who produces CBS 

‘Columbia Workshop’ on Sat. nites 

over the network, was interviewed. 

Wright had him at the mike much 

too long, it getting not only monoto- 

nous, but the script used was actu- 
ally acutely repetitious. Will be 
weekly policy to have a guest, such 
as Reis interview on success of their 
careers. 

Freddie Rich ore a strong bracer 
to the broadcast. Bert. 


GEORGIA CRACKERS ‘ 
With Hank and Slim Newman, Sto- 


ver Sisters, Miriam Merz, Bob 
Newman, Jerry Langston and Fred 
Joyner 

30 Min. 


Buckeye Network 

CRAZY WATER CRYSTALS 
Daily, 2:30 p.m. 

WHKC, Columbus 

This is the first commercial show 
to hit the new Buckeye Network, a 
group of Ohio stations controlled by 
the Cleveland Plain Dealer’s United 
Broadcasting Co. It originates in 
Columbus with WHKC talent, and 
at present WJAY, Cleveland, is the 
only other station carrying the pro- 
gram. 

Show is almost entirely on the 
hill-billy side, which is to say that 
it is tailored to fit the particular 
audience Crazy Water Crystals 
wants to reach. It is refined hill- 
billy stuff, however, with the guitar- 
playing backed up by an accordion 
and the whole cast contributing oc- 
casional snatches of popular music. 

Sponsor goes away overboard on 
the commercial end of the show. 
There's a jingle contest on the sub- 
ject of the product and Hank New- 
man twice takes time out from his 
em-cee duties a chant sample jingles 
to give the customers the idea. 
This is characteristic of Crazy Crys- 
tal selling. 

On top of this Announcer Fred 
Joyner is called on for plugs after 
each number or two, or so it seems. 
Actually he probably cuts in three 
times in addition to the opening and 
closing announcements, which are 
pretty long. 

Hardly an auspicious opener for a 
new network, but when the per- 
formers get a chance it’s pleasant 
entertainment, aimed principally at 
the rural audience and other day- 
time listeners who go for hill-billy 
music. Otis. 


HARRY CURRIE’S ORCHESTRA 
Terry Hay 

Music, Songs 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Daily; 4:30 p.m. 

WHAS, Louisville 

Tuneful half-hour of ork music, 
and vocal numbers. Harry Currie, 
staff batoneer, at program caught 
chose selections ranging from pops 
to rather nifty arrangements in 
dance tempo, of the musical shows 
of yesteryear. 

_Combo leans toward the sweet 
side, and gains some particularly 
melodious effects from an obviously 
capable and musicianly string sec- 
tion. Program establishes a restful 
mood with the theme melody ‘Out of 
the Dusk to You.’ 

Vocalist on the half hour of melo- 
dies was Terry Hazs, a full-voiced 
songstress, who knows how to pro- 
ject the lyrics through the mike. 
and with it has a fine sense of the 
melodic line, and a smooth, even reg- 
isier, 

Both ork and vocalist are also 
heard over a brewery-sponsored 
program, aired from a local theatre 
each Thursday night at 10 p.m. 

Hold. 


IRVING AARONSON BAND 
30 Mins. 


Sustaining 
Tuesday, 9:15 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

In this (30) program Irving Aaron- 
sons outfit stuck tight to straight 
dance music, which it dished up 
Salisfactorily enough without caus- 
Ing undue excitement. 
_ Trouble with the fare as served 
'S that it is without seasoning. No 
novelties, few arrangements, vocals 
or color variation. Aaronson’s 


musicianship may be okay for studio | 

















THOMAS L. THOMAS 
Sengs ; ‘ 
MAXWELL HOUSE COFFEE 
Thursday, 9 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New Yerk 


(Benton & Bowles) 


_ Recent winner of Met Opera audi- 
tions of the air guested briefly on 
the Maxwell House show, offering 
solo, ‘The World Is Mine Tonight,’ 
and dueting with Lanny Ross on 
selection from ‘La Boheme.’ Has 
fine set of baritone pipes — robust, 
rich, clear and colorful. Also has 
ingratiating mike personality, Room 
for several other numbers, 

Faulty continuity to have Lanny 
Ross make an introduction directly 


after finishing tough duet with 
Thomas. Obviously winded, he 
stumbled plainty in trying to get 
off the spiel. Hobe. 
FANNY MAY BALDRIDGE 
With Newell Davis 
‘True Marriage Proposals’ 
Dramatizations 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Friday, 2.15 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 

For an afternoon audience, 


thought of dramatizing place and 
time of a wedding proposal is a 
good one. Could be invested with 
humor, romance and human quali- 
ties. Unfortunately, ideas need to 
be dressed up for public presenta- 
tion, and when caught this one 
wasn't. 


When caught a Mrs. Becker was 
introed at start, then conditions 
of her marriage proposal were 
dramatized. The ‘conditions’ were 
humdrum. Possibly, because WMCA 
stressed the ‘true’ garnishings 
around proposals, station may get 
only blah submissions from listeners 
anxious to have their momentous 
moments aired. If so, for programs’ 
sake, fiction in whole or in part 
should be resorted to. 

Miss Baldridge edits the period, 
assisted by Newell Davis, who also 
baritones a sentimental ballad to 
point up the hearts-and-flowers at- 
mosphere. Bert, 





EVE HAMMER 
‘To Our Mothers’ 
Interviews 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Mondays, 10:45 a.m, 
WMCA, New York 


Public is canvassed to come up to 
the studio and give affectionate 
tributes and testimonials as to what 
fine mothers the world possesses. 
That would automatically insure a 
never-ending stream of testifiers. 


Subject also insures interest and 
appreciation from a large audience. 
But its sponsor-snagging possibili- 
ties don’t impress as too strong— 
chiefly because of program handling. 
Was caught Monday (5), 

Four persons talked when caught, 
with Miss Hammer inserting interpo- 
lations from time to time. Two were 
men, two were maids. It might have 
been the fault of the scripts, but the 
testimonials impressed as_ rather 
canned. They were, in essence, all 
plucked off the same tree of sweet 
fruit. One interviewed, billed a 
truck driver, seemed an out-and-out 
stooge. His slang was too stagey. 
Other three almost broke down and 
bawled. 


If some of the hoke was scraped 
away, program would show improve- 
ment. Bert, 


‘TALL TALES OF THE TALL 
TIMBER’ 

With Charles Irving, Ken Wilson, Joe 
Cohen, Claude Radcliffe, and Bob 
Kennedy 

Yarns and Songs 

10 Mins., Local 

PAUL BUNYAN PRODUCTS CoO. 

Fri., Sat., 5:05 p. m. 

WMIN, St. Paul-Minneapolis 


Sounds of woodchopping open this 
spot. with a full-throated shout of 
‘Look out, there,’ as the tree crashes 
in the surrounding timber. Then 
there’s a short, snappy chorus of 
‘Sweet Adeline,’ followed by some 
typical woodsmen’s chatter, with the 
lumberjacks grouped around the fire 
and smoking their pipes after the 
day's labor. 

Bob Kennedy's the announcer. 
Others in the cast take care of the 
patter. with Charles Irving spinning 
the tall yarns made famous in Amer- 
ican legend by Paul Bunyan, only 
mythical hero this nation can call its 
own. It’s typically he-man from start 
to finish. and since it purveys Paul 
Bunyan barber supplies, that’s okey 
dokey—but since most blokes are 
either still on the job or just wind- 
ing up the day's toil at the time it 


culine ears. 
Can switch to a later time, or the 


men can hear it via their car radios. | 


Rash. 


Wax Show Goes Flesh 
Gould's Fifth Ave. Shop, on WHN, 


needs, but after several tunes all in| N. Y.. switches from platter-program 
ditto style and similarly played, the | to live corpuscles on its Sunday a.m. 


numbers tend to become 
Suishible. That spells monotony. 
Spieler labored to inject chuckles 


‘nto title announcements. Hobe. 


indistin- | 


period. 
Using singer Suzanna Baxter, ac- 
cordionist Alfred Schein. 


| combination. 





KAY KYSER ORCHESTRA 
Music 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sundays, 4:30 p.m. CST. 
WGN, Chicago 

Showmanship in this one. Half 
hour. of Kay Kyser music (from 
Trianon ballroom) had everything a 
dance period should have, and plus 
added heart appeal on Easter. Sun- 
day. When reviewed, band leader 
brought his mother to the micro- 
phone for an _ introduction, and 
she, after giving her’ greetings 
to everybody, :including her South- 
ern homefolks, hoped nobody forgot 
his mother on Easter Sunday. 
Tough job, anc one leaving the pro- 
ducer open to possible critcism for 
using hoke. But there can be no 
such criticism here, so fast and so 
Sincerely was it done. 

Kyser organization has a lot to 
offer an air audience whether 
they’re in the mood for dancing or 
not. Everything is novelty, and 
everything is danceable, a_ swell 
Best thing of all is the 
way the blurbs are handled. Scarcely 
any announcing is done as_ such. 
Kyser handles ‘most of that him- 
self, in a friendly easy Southern 
voice, straight, or in dialogue with 
one of his vocalists, but, for the most 
es. the only introductions of num- 
ers used is the singing of the song 
titles after introduction is played. 
Band goes directly from one num- 
ber into another, handling the 
change of tempo perfectly, and in 
this manner keeping a continuous 
period of music on the air. 

Vocalists include Ish Kabibble 
Bogue, comedian, Sally Mason, per- 
sonality singer, Harry Babbitt and 
Bill Stoker, who. do the pop stuff, 
with the latter singing song titles, 
and double numbers with Nancy 
Nelson, the only girl with the out- 
fit. Line-up gives plenty of variety 
in vocalists, and a lack of a girl 
singer doing every other chorus, 
something is a_ relief from the 
usual routine. This girl, however, is 
good enough so that she could stand 
to do a little more than she is at 
present. 

Stanza heard included ‘Love Bug 
Will Get You,’ ‘Love Is Good For 
Anything That Ails You,’ and ‘Take 
Your Gal to the Movies’ as novel- 
ties, ‘China Boy’ as both a waltz and 
foxtrot, and ‘Let’s Call the Whole 
Thing Off,’ as a double number by 
Bill Stoker and Nancy Nelson. Swell 
pickup from ballroom showing or- 
chestra off to its best possible ar- 
rangemerts, bass and brass balanc- 
ing nicely. 


EDWIN C. HILL 

News Commentator 

15 Mins. 

LUCKY STRIKE 

Daily, 12:15 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 

In his familiar role of 
commentator, Edwin C. 
batting for his namesake, George 
Washington Hill. Session is mon- 
ikered ‘Lucky Strike News Parade’ 
and it’s uncorked five times a week 
during the noon period over 76 CBS 
outlets. 

Hill is still the boy with the voice. 
Has an authoritative style combined 
with knack of making his material 
sound more exciting than it really 
is. As before, Hill is much more 
impressive as a commentator than 
as a straight news reporter. His 
news spieling tends to be more mat- 
ter-of-fact ‘as straight reporting 
should be) and his vitality is miss- 
ing. Runs different items together 
in a confusing way. 

When he turns to the ‘Human Side 
of the News’ brand of spieling, how- 
ever, Hill unlimbers his most color- 
ful and expressive gab. And whoever 
writes the script is a word painter. 
Beaucoup adjectives without trip- 
ping over the Thesaurus. Sponsor 
may need to watch for Hearst bias. 

Commercials are chucked into the 
script every now and then, major 
one being name testimonial, in this 
case ‘Princess Alice’: Roosevelt Long- 
worth. In view of the recent uproar 
over testimonials by senators, it was 
notable that members of that body 
were referred to as Lucky smokers, 
but weren't identified. Hobe. 


A. & P. AFTERMATH 


Freedom of Speech Issue Ends in a 
Blank 


Philadelphia, April 6. 


reporter- 
Hill is now 


Controversy over freedom _ of 
speech on radio, which began two 


weeks ago when A&P Stores charged 
CBS discriminated against them, 
ended last Saturday night with 15 
minutes of ET music being played on 
time allotted without charge by 
chain for stores to have their say. 
Dr. Leon Levy, prexy of WCAU 
and vice-prez of CBS, said he had 


| contacted execs of chain stores and 
comes on, maybe it misses the mas- | 





of consumer orgs which the stores 
originally wanted to put on, but all 
had refused to talk. 


Trouble started over chain store 
tax bill pending before state leg- 


islature. A&P and other web gro- 
ceries wanted to air objections to it 
on A&P Band Wagon program 
Wednesday night a week ago. CBS 
said such talk was against policy on 
commercial. and offered 15 minutes 
of free time, with Administration 
officials favoring the bil! allotted the 
same opportunity to state their case. 


SB 
i. 








Follow-Up 


Comment 











‘Paramount on Parade’ is still a 
haphazard affair, as etherizing over 
WJZ-NBC Sunday noon. Lynne 
Overman and Mary Carlisle are ap- 
parently a rmanent pair of foils 
and the main idea is seemingly to 
get new Par titles into the ether. 
That’s achieved, all right, but little 
else. It’s a loose-jointed half hour 
and, while the N. Y. tuner-iners 
might sympathize with the thought 
that -noon in the east is 9 a. m. on 
the Coast, a perhaps not very con- 
ducive hour to wax mirthful, that’s 


nevertheless something the studio 
should circumvent. 
Boris Morros was anonymous on 





this, the second, program. Instead, 
a parade of Parites included Victor 
Young’s orchestra, the Yacht Club 
Boys (using for a running gag how 
to find their way out of the lot), 
Ray Turner, Gregory Stone (piano 


team), Dorothy Lamour, Gail Pat- 
rick, Ray Milland, Akim Tamaroff 
(in a silly Romeo bit), the 8, 10 
and 12-year-old Bryan Sisters (Con- 
nie Boswell’s protegees). All got 
their innings with hit ‘n’ miss ef- 
fect. Mostly, when things started to 


lag, Young’s crack dansapators were 
impressed into service to play 
‘Jammin’ and ‘Turn Off the Moon, 
from the latter-titled new Par pic- 
ture, plus other excerpts. ‘Artists 
and Models’ is in work, the Yachters 
emphasized sufficiently, but their 
solo opportunity was an _ excerpt 
from a competitive, already-released 
film, ‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th). It 
must be that they want to keep their 
new ‘A&M’ song chores” under 
camphor until the piciure’s released, 
which isn’t a bad idea at that. 
Coronet swung from WOR, New 
York, to NBC blue last Friday, hit- 
ting at 9:30 EST. Mutual could not 
clear time for the expansion desired 
by the publisher. Show is as was 
on WOR, with Deems Taylor the 
hub and Robert Armbruster the con- 
ductor. 
It’s a hodge-podve out of which 
emerges many entertaining _ bits. 
General level of the program is so- 
phisticated, almost intellectual, and 


the manner of its presentation is 
casual and unlike the regulation 
radio entertainment. These things 


may be at once assets and weak- 
nesses. Assets because they should 
attract a selective audience. Weak- 
nesses because it may puzzle hoi 
polloi at certain points. 

Either way, it would appear that 
NBC’s sales promotion dept. might 
well make studies of this experi- 
ment, for it may supply swell am- 
munition to use in going after ac- 
counts which habitually might not 
consider radio appropriate for what 
they’re selling. With a_ coast-to- 
coast loop, the stimulation of maga- 
zine sales must be plenty ample to 
justify the cost. At the same time, 
the item is a relative luxury and for 
the classes that finished the fourth 
grade at school. 

Opening routine about the moon 
was drawn out and rather strained. 
It was the weakest yet the best 
suited lead-off if working up to bet- 
ter things was the goal. However, 
a weak lead-off, while sometimes 
familiar in vaudeville, etc., is usually 
dubious radio. Fewer items per pro- 
gram, which would mean more mu- 
sical stuff, would seem a_ probable 
improvement for the show. 





Rosaline Greene, with her modu- 
lated contralto speaking voice and 
perfect poise, makes an ideal mis- 
tress of ceremonies for General Elec- 
tric’s ‘Hour of Charm,’ an NBC mat- 
inee. Miss Greene is equally smooth 
in handling number introductions 
for Phil Spitalny’s versatile all-girl 
unit and in reading advertising con- 
tinuity for GE mazdas. Program, 
with its luscious music, is one in 
which a mood is definitely estab- 
lished and maintained. Incidentally, 
it brought back Miss Greene on her 
13th’ radio anniversary, to the com- 
pany with which she mad@ her bow 
on the air. In 1924 a State Teachers 
College sophomore, Rosaline Green- 
berg began broadcasting over Gen- 
eral Electric's WGY with Schenec- 
tady’s school dramatic group. Her 
voice came over the wave bands so 
clearly and pleasantly that Kolin D. 
Hager, WGY manager and a alum- 
nus of State Teachers, invited her to 
join the WGY Players, then in their 
third year of airing full-length stage 
productions. 





| Mark Warnow meets tough test 
of ability to mean something against 


| the dance groove obligatory with 
| Lucky Strike without losing the 
| Warnow distinctive touch. By re- 


arranging his sections, Warnow gives 
the music enough zip and intelligent 
| interpretation~to satisfy G. W. and 
| still remain M. W. 


Vox Pop team of Parks Johnson 
and Wally Butterworth appeared in 
ja special broadcast Monday (5) night 
| over WOR, N. Y., in front of the 
| Astor hotel, Broadway, in behalf of 
| the N. Y. Journal. 
| worth duo’s diversifaction of rapid- 
| fire questions offered a smart show- 
| manship tie-up with the newspa- 
per’s campaign to put over its ency- 
clopedia, idea being plugged that 
most of the answers could be found 
in this volume. 

Vox-Pop combination, which is 
heard each Tuesday night over NBC, 
was presented in this extra show 
through the courtesy of Molle and 








Johnson-Butter- | 








| top 





Stack-Gobel agency. Spencer Bent- 
ley, returning to the airwaves for 
the first time since he suffered a 
fractured jaw, did a ‘Floyd Gibbons’ 
in packing the three commercial 
spiels into the brief allotted sianza. 

‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ serialization 
nightly via WABC for Wonder Bread 


is beginning to resemble a combi- 
nation of comic strip thriller and 
pulp fiction. Overboard on hoke and 
swamped with whimsy. Also ¢row- 
ing less credible. Series started 
out with beaucoup Irish brogue be- 
ing spieled, Latest innovation is new 
character with thick Russian aecent 
and a-Park avenue playboy who's 
just too, too kittenish for word 
Performances pretty ragged, too. 


Looks like sponsor has tossed away 
any thought of adult appeal 
shooting only at the moppet: 


and is 


Mrs. Osa Johnson contributed an 
interview-article on housekeeping 
in the jungles to the ‘Heinz Maga- 
zine of the Air,’ over CBS. Quizzed 


by Greta Palmer, the woman ex- 
plorer gave an account which, cou- 
pled with her name, should have 
held the attention of femme listen- 
ers. Mrs. Johnson's voice is clear 
and rather firm, but more modula- 


tion and fewer headtones would im- 
prove it for radio reception. 
Captain Tim Healy, guester on an- 
other edition of ‘Magazine of the 
Air,’ tried to cover too much ground 


in telling the life story of Clara 
Barton, founder of the American 
Red Cross. As a result, he spoke 


too rapidly for smooth delivery and 
easy reception. Healy's fast tempo 
was the more noticeable in view of 
program’s usual leisurely pace. 


‘Broadway Varieties’ continues to 
concentrate on radio’s safest com- 
modity—music—without cluttering 
up the show with plot. Produces 
strong, well-paced, spirited enter- 
tainment. Oscar Shaw still m. c.’s 
the proceedings and gets in pienty of 
both solo and with Elizabeth Lennox. 
Carmela Ponselle remains as top 
spot. Mezzo-soprano clicked last 
week (2) with ‘Long, Long Ago.’ 

Bisodol’s commercials, however, in- 
clude everything but the burp. 


—— 


Second Cartoonist Forum on 
WNEW, N. Y., last week used topic 
‘Is There a New Gag”’ with satirists 
and cartoonists from Esquire, the 
New Yorker, College Humor and 
Saturday Evening Post. Quentin 
Reynolds, editor of Collier's, acted 
as chairman of forum which was 
held to demonstrate that some of 
their funny twists found their way 
into pictures and onto the air. 

Joe Rines, Morton Bowe, et al. 
constitute perhaps the brightest 
morning comedy-variety show, judg- 
ing by their Sunday a.m. session om 
behalf of Iodent. hey do it in big 
league fashion and, having the field 
to themselves they undoubtedly 
command considerable attention. 
Rines and Bowe had a very funny 
golf sequence, aided and abetted by 
that Russian dialectic countess this 
past Sunday. Rines dansapation, of 
course, is standard. 





Fred Niblo, in announcing that 
the 18th broadcast of the WPA Pro- 
fessional Parade over the NBC blue 
would be the last, ‘for the time be- 
ing at least,’ took the unusual step 
of specifying the number of weekly 
listeners the program had attracted. 
The Parade’s drum major said the 
total had grown to ‘more than 3,600,- 
000.’ 

Niblo remarked that the final 
broadcast was dedicated to the man 
who successfully directed the pro- 
gram, Rubey Cowan at the moment 
en route by train to Hollywood and 
perhaps listening in somewhere east 
of Chicago. 





Jean Sablon, NBC-imported French 
tenor, is heard sustaining on the red 
loop with Norman Cloutier’s musical 
back-up. 

Sablon’s vocalisms are at once 
strikingly reminiscent of Bing Cros- 
by and Maurice Chevalier; the lat- 
ter emphasized because of heavy- 
tenor’s accent. 

Sablon might cut himself quite a 
hunk of radio cake if given studied 


j}and slick buildup, but he won't do 


if shoved, right up into the front fir- 
ing line. NBC plans for him ap- 
pear at the moment vague. 

Cloutier directed an ore for vears 
on WTIC, Hartford, Conn., till in- 
Surance company-owned station last 
year decided to affect lower-crown 
millinery. His crew sounds sweet in 
back of the singer. Cloutier is a tip- 
musician of radio 
who will do okay in the big town. 

Variety's 
bumped into Paul 
band (NBC Blue) again, this time 
for a half hour. It happened Mon- 
day afternoon (5). 

A few weeks ago, under radio re- 
views, Martin was declared to have 
amr €xcellent program. Idea now is 
to revise that opinion a little follow- 
ing the second hearing; just to get on 
the record that this is only the best 
instrumental ‘sweet’ half hour now 
on the network. And it’s a crime to 
bury it of a Monday matinee. 


daytime dial twister 


Martin's Frisco 


experience - 
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10 Years 


on the 


Pacific Coast 


10 years ago this month the National 
Broadcasting Company extended its opera- 
tions to the Pacific Coast. 

10 short years! Yet, in these 10 years 
the National Broadcasting Company has 
set a standard of service to Pacific Coast 
radio listeners that has never been equaled 
—a standard of service that today still finds 
NBC's leadership on the Pacific Slope un- 
questioned by those who know. 

It might be interesting to review a few 
of the Pacific Coast “firsts” that helped 
NBC attain its unquestioned leadership 
on the Coast. 


1927—First coast-to-coast broadcast ever 
made—the Rose Bowl Game from Pasa- 
dena on January 1st. 


Service on this scale attained leadership for 
NBC. And, today, the same high stand- 
ard of service is holding this leadership. 


1927—First to start network operations on 
the Coast, April 5th. 


1927—Fitst national network (by many 
years) to set up completely staffed and 
equipped Pacific Coast offices. 


1929—First to establish regular daily trans- 
continental network broadcasts to the 
Pacific Coast. 


1931—Firstto pick-upa regularly scheduled 
series of programs from a ship at sea. 


1934—First to establish network studios 
in Hollywood to handle a growing list 
of Hollywood originations. 


1937—First to use a mobile radio studio 
for regular broadcasts. 
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. i tt agency, Chi-, 15-minute sport review program to be very envious of the work- Tex Rickard, KMTR (Holly wood ) Undivided’ on Don Lee network for 
; _ eee © ae ee lotion | daily over WWJ, Detroit. Bill Ken- ers in the radio wing of the chief, trekking onst 1. give thejLa France starch. 
i tn mie Planning a considerable ra- | nedy will handle. WPA this summer, Govern- agency lads a sales talk. 
dio and newspaper campaign. Start- —— ment project is now having- Helen Hancock is on the program 
ing with a test ether spread On| «istener’s Scrapbook,’. new pro- aircooling system _ installed Ken Murray had scripts ready for | staff at KEHE (Los Angeles) after 
WJJD, Chicago. gram framed on WNEW, N. Y., for | throughout its quarters. five shows within a week after he |many years at WOR and WMCA 
} , numerous spot announcement spon- | NBC and CBS studios, as landed in Hollywood. Comic also | (New York), 








sors on station signatured The Won- well as those at WMCA are has a syndicated feature to worry 





Leary Ale and Beer underwriting 














site - . . ; ‘ices aren’t. Other about. C. R. Hampton, previous! rit 
"agp ot ‘casts at WBRY,|der Store, Inc., and Canter Sample || cooled, but offices aren't. Oth >] y with 
six ne U. P, newcasts at ee House, Inc. last week. stations have no chilling equip- KFRC, San Francisco, has been 
¢ 1 *y . mips | e ¢ « = of: « 
ener ——a Schillin Advertising signed pact. ment at all. Mary Garvin, head of the Holly- | added to the sales staff at KYA. i 





wood CBS secretariat, checked off 
the payroll to be office manager for 








Harry Tomliason, Bridgeport frank- 
| furter dealer, sponsors Senators of | 





Roos Bros., San Francisco clothing | he’s washing up, and William Esty, Bobbie Rockwell, Chronicle comics 




































































. Charlie Wright and Art Pick-| store, sponsoring Ernie Smith's | where he’s starting. Robert Taplinger on the Coast. Vir- | reader on KGO, San Francisco, for 
Song, ¢ e a D 0 at keys. Sun- Sportlites program over KYA thrice = ginia Lindsey, of the Taplinger pub- | several years, is now in the juve 
| -" — , WELL New Haven. weekly ‘at 7 p.m., PST, beginning Southern New England Telephone | licity corps, joined Dave Carter’s cast of the Sussman & Wormser 
| ee a oe April ‘2. Emil Brisacher agency. | Co.’s ‘Sunday Call’ expiring next} CBS staff to replace Connie Vance, | Junior News shows over the NBC- 
k tell at . . | week (11) on WELI, New Haven, | resigned. | Red web on the Coast. 
| E. Christy Erk, news teller . ls - continuing on WDRC, Hart- — 
, ea tints —_ > nai , ae - ‘ ’ through Mitchell sponsor conti! g : é . 
pay Waterbury, now paid by 1) eo yg eter on aineae weekly ford. Ken Higgins down from Frisco to| Bennie Walker will present this 
acheter te h ur discs on KFRC, San mike the commercials on KEHE| week’s Homestead Amateur Hour, 
vi seg ae : starti @ April 30 Harry Sosnik took a boat to} (Los Angeles). heard Wednesdays over KGO, San : 
Atlantic Refining has = Francisco, starting .“Ap ; Florida Saturday to confer in Miami Francisco, ffom the Oakland Audi- 
WBAX, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., to broad- < with a prospective sponsor. Due| ,, ‘at. |torium where the 12th annual ' 
: : roush S onald Thornburgh, Columbia's 
cast all baseball games played this Carter Medicine Co., through Spot | pack in Manhattan end of week. ews a — . bein. | Alameda County Food Show will be 
season by the Wilkes-Barre Barons| Broadcasting (Street and Finney), a ee eure age = se es aaa a in tall Owing. Tyro sirer usually / 
of the New York Pennsylvania | New York, on KFRC, San Francisco, | Peter Doelger brewing house is Satin’ tesa te sa originates in the NBC studios in 
League. for one year with 251 spot announce- | using WHN, New York, three times ) . Frisco, 
ments. | weekly for quarter hours, Trans- : s : i 
Dan Ryan’s ‘Adventures of Ace et etal |criptions bear the title ‘Frothy Poon nosed ngs signe rely vf Sas B, Browse will emcee the Ne- 
| Williams’ series renewed for 39 times| Peninsula Stores, Ltd., sponsoring | Frolics.’ No personalities on waxes. ae Pg > an . a ng santneelasl ‘tional Child Health Day program 
| by W. E. Long ad agency for Town | Bess Bye, ‘Market Scout,’ on KFRC, en pi _— |May 1 if he can wangle time from : 
Talk Lread, to be recorded by Co-|San Francisco, five minutes daily, ’ seven, | his picture work to make the New / 
lumbia. Mondays to Fridays. Year’s contract | P 0) T | CBS | York trip. { 
i signed through Charles R. Stuart. } at 00 e al Grace Moore and Vincent Lopez | } 
Breslaw Bros. (furniture store ve , sams as tae due on poe a May | to air sah Bill Goodwin won out over a | 
chain), WGY’s first regular commer- W. G. Sheaffer Pen Co., through Pat O’Toole joins CBS’ publicity Nash Spee Ow. |dozen other Coast announcers for 
; cial account and a continuous user | Baggaley, Horton & Hoyt, Chicago, dept., coming over from public rela- - lthe Burns and Allen mike spot only 
of time over the Schenectady sta-| using 35-word announcements day | tions’ office of United Airlines on Elza Schallert has Frank Lloyd /|to learn that he is under exclusive 
' tion for the past seven and one-half | and night, April 1 to Dec. 18, on | April 12. and Billie Burke lined up for inter- | contract to William Esty for the 


Columbia will use O’Toole as an 
outside contact man, chiefly. Duties 
will be to keep in touch with N. Y. 
and key-city columnists and high- 
chair editors, supplying ’em angles 
for special stories or slants which 
will benefit the network. 

CBS has apparently been feeling 


views. |Camel airshow. 


} 

William Murray, radio topper for | Ed Beloin and Bill Morrow took 

the William Morris office, in Holly- | time out from the Jack Benny script 

wood to heat up a couple of deals.!to write a skit for Paramount 
ait Parade. 


KFRC, San Francisco. 


years, has renewed its daily musical 
clock, effective April 19, through 
Leighton & Nelson. 











San Francisco Outlet Store spon- 
soring ‘Rise and Shine’ (live talent) 
ten minutes thrice weekly for one 
year over KFRC, San Francisco. 
Newman agency, Los Angeles. 





Walter Craig accompanied Joseph on 
Neebe, vice-prez of Campbell-Ewald, 
to the Coast in advance of Chevrolet 


program switch to Hollywood. 








Kelly Anthony, whose*dad owns | 














the lack of such a contact. Bob Tap- | KFI-KECA (Los Angeles), now head-| Gracie Fields, English actress, will 
Savington Crampton on a bicycle | linger formerly handled those duties | ing the public events department of |do a sketch on Hollywood Hotel 
Twenty Grand cigarets set for'between J. Walter Thompson, where | for web. the two stations. April 16. 





ae ae ae 








Fred Jones, KEHE (Los Angeles)| KEHE (Los Angeles) moves into 

















press head, personally producing | new studios April 26, just a stone’s 

‘Alma .Maier News,’ gossipy bits , throw from their old plant on Ver- 
O Al TS i from campus papers. ' mont avenue. } J 
? 5 Y’ aie _ ] 
é Alden Byers, new p.a.on NBC staff | Carleton Coveny named com- : C 

in San Francisco. Succeeds Noel | mercial manager of KFAC (Los 














Corbett, transferred to Hollywood. | Angeles. ‘ 


SHERWIN-WIKQRMS 











California Chamber of Commerce 
is presenting a weekly ballyhoo for 
the Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta over 
KSFO, San_ Francisco, Monday 
nights. Dante Barsi’s Argentine ork 
has the musical assignment, 








™9 









Bob Reichenbach is conducting a 
‘Camera Club of the Ajir’ over 
KSFO, San Francisco, 





Judge John Kendall back in Port- | 
land from Washington, D. C., where 
he represented several northwest 
stations before the F.C.C., 








Harry Anderson, NBC sales man- | 
ager, in Portland, Ore., to confab | 
with KGW-KEX execs, 





KGW, Portland, supplied talent for | 
annual sales meeting of Shell Oil. | 
Program wasn’t etherized. 




















This little program 

Chose the Wrongs station} | his one stepped to the front 
And ‘laid an ese, And quickly won | 
With a loud detonation the’ big treasure hunt’ 


Give your radio campaign a chance to ‘‘find itself’ in the South's richest ‘‘treasure 
territory’’—the Mid-South. Choose WMC. .. the station owned and operated by The 
Commercial Appeal, the South’s Greatest Newspaper. ... WMC is PROVEN, by dis- 


interested surveys, to be the most popular. . .and the most productive radio station in this 


Gary Breckner, KHJ (Hollywood) 
special eventer, framed his golf card 
with the eagle 2 blown up, 








n WNC. 


Amos ’n’ Andy bringing Joe Gal- 
lichio to the Coast from Chicago to 
conduct ‘The Perfect Song,’ their | 
themer, 





Tommy Harris set for another 13 
weeks for Moonglow on the Coast 
NBC web. 


COVERS THE 
NATION'S 
FIRST MARKET 


Literally scores of wise adver- 
tisers have discovered that when 
it comes to covering America’s 
richest area...New York...there’s 





nm Tid ea 








Sara Langman cast Francis X. | 
Bushman in the lead of her KFWB 
(Hollywood) serial, ‘Jane Eyre.’ 








Leo Tyson, KMPC (Beverly Hills) | 
manager, named vice-chairman of | 
L.A. Ad Club radio committee. 








Kelly Anthony, KFI-KECA (Los 
Angeles) exec, majored in arche- 
ology at college which gives rise to 


empire of cotton. | Teports that he may dig among the 






































i | ruins for new comedy scripts, one radio station that does the 
| Stuart MacHarrie appointed west- vad most effec: 
) National Representative: Owned and Operated |ern field manager for Transco wax | tively. LEO takes WHN 
a , E. anor Special By The Commercial Appeal outfit, ay © bow for WHN, 1940 Broedwoy 
' Advertising Agency The South's Greatest Newspaper” — ‘ 
_ Joe Thompson, NBC Hollywood NewYork’s No. Oy eesstlation withthe 
oF producer, planted two songs with H heoow* en ~ hye 
f | publishers. Edna Fischer and Jack eo acne thie station 
Meakin j i ation. has the key to the 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE eakin in on the collabing, oe wey 3 Be 
i 4 gs PoE ees in the world—and It's 
h } Rudy Cornell, KMTR (Holly wood) at the disposal of ovr 
f S008 WATTS DAY © 1998 WATTS NIGHT © 186 KILOCYCLES barker, doubling in publicity for the Sévertioore! 
FEATURING BOTH RED AND BLUE NBC NETWORKS ||” RAL LEELA EL 
° ° Walter Johnson, of Young & Rubi- Represented by E. KATZ 
2S RE rN a cam in Hollywood, produces ‘House SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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Courtesy Vs. Competition 





both webs. 


other. 





CBS and NBC publicity departments bow deeply at the waists 
toward each other on releases concerning special events broadcast by 
Have an agreement by which neither lets loose a story 
until the prearranged day and hour when barrages from both outfits 
are spurted at the ‘waiting world.’ 

This ultra parlor-politeness isn’t sitting too well with the affiliated 
stations of the networks around the country, where the boys in the 
local situations claw and maul in effort to score release beats on each 











Line Costs Impede Northwest's 


Wish to Organize Regionals ®: :.5'".0::: 


Portland, Ore., April 6. 


Crusade against the high cost of 


telephone toll lines is being stirred 
up by Pacific Northwest stations, 
jarge and small, Current ambitions 


run to linking up with neighboring | 
But toll line charges | 


communities, 
are so high as to defeat this idea 
almost at its start. Distances out 
here are, of course, very great. 

Example of a successful hook-up 
is the so-called Northwest Triangle— 
KGW, KOMO, KHQ (Portland, Seat- 
tle, Spokane). This is done on 
Postal Telegraph lines at a cost at 
around $30 a program. For the same 
service, American Tel. and Tel. is 
said to quote around $180. In other 
words, there would be no Northwest 
Triangle except for Postal’s price on 
toll lines. 

Mac Wilkins & Cole Agency has 
beer. figuring on all All Northwest 
hook-up to include a dozen stations 
in Oregon and Washington. So far 
it’s working out wherever there’s a 
Postal line, but when Bell system 
has the only line available, 
charges sound to local advertisers 
like the French war debt. 





Clem McCarthy In Canada 
Clem McCarthy goes to Toronto on 


April 22 to broadcast the King’s Plate 
handicap for the Canadian Broad- 


casting System. 


Not set yet as to whether it will be 


carried on any U. S. network. 


the 





‘'MORMONS’ 107TH ANNI 


Salt Lake City, April 6. 
Radio played an important role in 
the 107th annual general conference 
of the Latter Day Saints (Mormon) 
church here this week as KSL de- 


voted approximately 17 hours during 


three days of general sessions. 

Church uses air extensively to 
reach 800,000 converts all over the 
world, and owns half interest in sta- 
tion, operated by Radio Service Cor- 
poration of Utah. Sylvester Q. Can- 
non, church presiding bishop, is 
president of corp. 


Bill Gellatly in Chi 
Chicago, April 6. 

William Gellatly, sales manager of 
WOR. (Newark), in town last week 
| for a general business conference 
with R. J. Barrett, Jr., chief of tne 
new WOR sales office here. 

This was Gellatly’s first official 
| visit to_the WOR independent and 
exclusive sales quarters, 








Maples announcing on afternoon and 
Sunday shifts, while Harry Marshall 


| 
| 
| WMAZ, Macon, Ga., has Charles 
| 
Hall as news- 


has 


replaced Basil 
| caster. 


ON KSL FOR 17 HOURS) @.i<.* 


RADIO 


VARIETY Al 








MONTREAL GETS NBC 
IMPORT VIA CBS 


Radio pulls another oddity from 
its top-hat the night of Aprit 7, when 
Jean Sablon, imported recently from 
France by NBC, makes a special 
broadcast for CBS from its Montreal 
outlet, CKAC, 

Sablon was signed by NBC’s art- 
ists’ bureau on the strength 
heavy exploitation as a new Chev- 





|}alier. He made a guest-appearance 
| on Vallee’s program a few weeks 
|ago, but when demands came for a 
French airing, NBC couldn't find 
time for him on either of its Ca- 
nadian = stations Result was that 


CBS spotted the French personality 


one-time sustaining airing to 


NBC, however, 
prize. CBS broadcast serve as 
hypo for Sablon’s first personal ap- 
| pearance on this side of the Atlantic 
| at Loew's, Montreal, starting April 9 


gets a consolation 


will 


artists’ bureau agented 


INTERRUPTED GAME 


‘Molly of Movies’ Sandwiched in Be- 
tween Play-By-Plays 


| 
| 


Mutual web will interrupt 
of opening big-league ball 
season—at Washington 


game of 
‘tween 


of his | 


the | 


airing | 


the | 








WPA’s Guest Stars 


‘Guest’ thing in radio has 
even extended to the WPA 
project Program now being 
laid out will present Alfred 
Kreymborg, the poet, who is 


associate director of project, at 


a mike interviewing other poet 
Guests will 
WPA 


strictly on their 


not come from 


roll but will be chosen 


name value, 











Honor Lee De Forest 


| Omaha 
John M. Henry, ‘of 


April 6 
KFAB-KFOR 


WPA Radio Pro ject Anxious to 
Attract Sponsor; Trying Programs 


Off Beaten Track in New York 





Ee 








has been appointed chairman of the 


Council Bluffs, la., chamber of com 


merce committee to erect a monu 
ment to Lee DeForest radio in 
iventor, who formerly lived in the 
Bluffs. 


Committee is working on a marker 


we e a * DeForest’s birthplace ; 

| A’s and Senators, which F.D.R. will | ea aba bg pools eng . 
é ange <¢ “ ‘< ‘erem( y 8) 

attend to toss out the first apple—to | = 


return to its N. Y. studios and ozone 
‘Molly of the Movies,’ 3-3:15 p. m. 
program for Ovaltine, which net- 
work is unable to shift with spon- 
sor’s consent. 

After the interruption, the airing 
of the game will be resumed. In- 
stance will be one of few of kind yet 
to occur on a network. Usually, not 
much difficulty is experienced in 
clearing time. 


L. K. Frohman to Wales 


L. K. Frohman has quit Frank 
Presbrey to ally himself with the 
Wales agency, New York. He took 
several accounts with him, but the 
only one of these interested in radio 
is Nature’s Friend, a bird seed. 

Has a 15-minute show on 
Friday a. m. 


NBC 





| originate via KOIL for early sum- 

| mer. Committee is 
DeForest to appeal 

| the inventor now 

| fornia, 


also contacting 
at the ceremony; 


resides in 


Packard Summering 
Packard NBC 
| through the summer, 

Present combination of Fred 
| Astaire and Charlie Butterworth has 
five weeks to go, and after 


| Will be an inexpensive show, 
! 


will remain. on 
spring and 


Voeller’s New Business 





Witte, in Hollywood. 
Left Conquest month ago. 


| 
| 


Cali- | 
| but 


WPA radio project has now begun 
putting especial emphasis on produc- 
ing designed primarily 
with an eye to attracting sponsorship, 


programs 


Firstly, project would like to get a 
bankroller to take the expenses of 
its programs off Governments hands, 
and, secondly, project wants the 
prestige that would accrue to outfit 
if one of its productions proved com- 
mercially successful 

jad blow to project was NBC 
yanking ‘Professional Parade’ weekly 
variety show off air and replacing it 
with sustaining period last week. 
‘Parade’ was only variety type net- 


handled 
a time there were hopes of 
The net- 
work dropped it after deciding it was 
too ‘expensive’ to carry longer, 
New and Original 

in effort to attract bankroll- 


productions 


work program project evet 
and fo 
selling period to a sponsor. 


WPA 
e! fol now running on 
stations around N, Y., 
bet is to attempt to pro- 
duce programs patterned along what 
project considers new and original 
lines. First of these starts April 13 
on WQXR, N. Y. Called ‘Symphonic 
Dreams,’ 


indie has de- 


cided best 


will be 
dramatizations of literary works, for 
which have been written established 
unrelated operatic 
suites. Among ‘em 


weekly hour shows 


scores or 


lined up are 


| ‘Peer Gynt,’ by Ibsen, which will be 


enacted 


that it | 


W. H. Voeller, formerly a Con- 
quest Alliance Co. v.p., has gone | 
into the radic program and com- | 
mercial film business with l, O.| 


against 


background on 
Grieg’s music, ‘Arabian Nights,’ with 
score of Rimsky-Korsakov, Cer- 


vantes’ ‘Don Quixote,’ against music 
of same theme by Strauss. 

Another ‘original’ program idea, 
slated to start on WQXR on April 
29, will be the airing of the complete 
works of Gilbert & Sullivan in their 
uncut form. Will take total of three 
hours (broken up) for each of the 
Savoyard shows to be aired, spaced 
out over three broadcasts. Though 
G-S pieces have been ozoned many 
times, they were always in 
densed form. 


cone 
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Southeastern Group Invites Weber 
To Organize New Dixie Loop 





Atlanta, April 6. 
Groundwork has been laid for es- 
tablishment of basic Southeastern 
network of Mutual Broadcasting 
System, with representatives of 14 


eral manager of the Mutual Broad- 
casting System. 

Evans flatly stated that at the 
forthcoming Charlotte meeting the 
southeastern addition to Mutual will 


ibe completed and put in operation. 


stations invited to meet with Fred | Ridge immediately fired back to 
Weber, general manager of web | Evans a letter declining to have 
(probably next week). Virgil V. anything to do with the matter and 
Evans. owner of WSPA, Spartan- | Teviewing WBIG’s allegiance to 


burg, is guiding light behind move- 
ment to push chain south from Rich- 
mond, Va. 


At Evans’ invitation, Maurice 
Coleman, manager of WATL, At- | 
lanta: S. C. Andarcho, manager of 


WBTM, Danville, Va., and Wilton E. 
Hall, manager of WAIM, Anderson, 
S. C., and representative of WAIR, 
new station at Winston-Salem, S. C.., 
gathered in Spartanburg one day 
last week, following which 
communicated with Weber. 
Among those expected to attend 
meeting with Weber are representa- 
tives from stations in Raleigh, High 


Point, Durham, Charlotte, all in 
North Carolina; Greenville, S. C., 
Lynchburg, Roanoke and Danville, 
Va. 


Affiliation with MBS would be es- 
pecially beneficial for WATL, At- 
lanta, which is owned by J. W. 
Woodruff, Sr., who also owns WRBL, 
Columbus, Ga., and WGPC, Albany, 
Ga., and if project goes through 
these two stations would  prob- 
ably be tied into chain. WATL is 


preparing to hike power to 250 w. | 


WRBL has similar power boost per- 
mit. 

WSGN, Birmingham, 
terested. 


also. in- 





Greensboro, N. C., April 6. 
Edney Ridge, manager of WBIG, 
has turned a cold shoulder to the 
proposal of Virgil V. Evans, of 
WSPA, Spartanburg, that Ridge 
join managers of other stations be- 
tween Richmond and Atlanta in a 


they | 





|CBS. He also sent Evans’ letter to 
| Weber. 


Latter answered to deny Mutual 


was promoting the southeastern ex- | 


| tension, but said the matter was dis- 

cussed with Evans because the lat- 
|ter had assured him a number of 
| stations between Richmond and At- 
| lanta could be secured to under- 
| write the cost of lines and make the 
| Mutual service available to inter- 
vening stations. 





| 
| 
} 
| 


WIBX Indicates 
Small Station 
Wage Scales 


Utica, N. Y., April 6. 

| Station WIBX here is credited 
with maintaining a wage scale for 
program department employes aver- 
aging way ahead of other 100-wat- 
ters and better than many higher- 
watted broadcasters. If this is cor- | 
rect, the weekly salaries may be in- | 
dicative of the compensation values | 
for the people charged with carry- | 
ing out local showmanship. 

Under chain theatre operation the 
salaries of house managers in small 
towns ranges from $35 to $50. 

Three of WIBX’s program depart- 























Guest List 


AMERICAN CAN 
(Tu. 9—WJZ) 
13—Eddie Cantor, Pat O’Shea. 


A. & P. 
(Th. 8—-WABC) 
8—Bert Lytell. 
AMER. TOBACCO 
(Lucky Strike Cigs) 
(Sat. 10—WABC) 
10—Miriam Hopkins. 
17—Lanny Ross. 
AXTON-FISHER 
(Spuds) 
(Sa. 8—WJZ) 








Apr. 


Apr. 


Apr. 
Apr, 


Mills im Minnesota Denies Charges 


Nebraska's Law Called Too Harsh 


——- 


° 
3 





Minneapolis, April 6. 

ASCAP was charged before the 
Minnesota general legislation com- 
mittee with having a monopoly on 
popular music, and using it to extort 
exorbitant sums from radio broad- 
casters and other commercial users 
of music. 





Apr. 10—Vrunsky and Babin. 
Apr. 17—Little Jackie Heller, Niela 
Gocdelle, Phil Regan 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
(Wed, 9—WEAF) 
Apr. 7—The Banjoleers, 
College Chorus. 
Apr. 14—The Tune Twisters, Popi- 
koff. 


Denison 


CAMPBELL 
(Fri. 9—-WABC) 
Apr. 9—Miriam Hopkins, 
Hayward, Mady Christians, 
Murray and ‘Oswald.’ 
CAMPBELL TOMATO JUICE 
(Wed. 8:30—-WABC) 
Apr. 7—Not booked. 
FIRESTONE 
(Mon. 8:30—WEAF) 
12—Richard Crooks. 
FORD 
(Su. 9—-WABC) 
11—Ruggiero. Ricci. 
18—Nelson Eddy. 
FORD DEALERS 
(Tu. 9 p.m—WABC) 
Apr. 13—Vateeste. 
GENERAL FOODS 
(Calumet) 
(Su. 5—WJZ) 
Apr. 12—Mrs. William Underwood, 
Sanford Bates, Ilvah O’Schaeffer. 
GENERAL MOTORS 


Louis 
Ken 


Apr. 


Apr. 
Apr. 


| 
iof New York city, 


Apr. 
Schmidt. 


Apr. 
liam M. Kiplinger. 


(Su. 10—WEAF) 
11—Helen Gleason, 


GROUP OF BANKS 
(Fri. 10 p.m.—WABC) 


9—Leopold Stokowski, Wil- 


GULF 
(Su. 7:30—WABC) 


Joseph | Minor changes 


at a price per piece and to abandon 
its present practice of charging flat 


} blanket license fees. 


Denying the charges, E. C. Mills 
ASCAP general 
| manager, asserted the measure 
merely an attempt by radio broad- 
casters to escape paying a fair price 


iS 


| 
or the music which they now use. 


Representatives of radio stations 
| urged passage of the bill. The com- 
imittee took the matter under ad- 
| visement. 


Lincoln, April 6. 

Legal counsel for the Nebraska 
unicameral legislature opined that 
that the anti-ASCAP measure, as it 
now stands,. takes in too much‘ ter- 
ritory and will be found unconsti- 
| tutional if passed when it comes be- 
, fore the Supreme court. 

Bill was submitted by Senator 
Frank Brady, and backed by 
| eral other state senators. He hoped 





ito see the Sherman Anti-Trust law | 


| incorporated in the state statutes as 


|} it has been in Montana and Wash- 
ington. Bill is now stymied unless 
, it is amended and its scope softened. 





Washington, April 6. 

in present copy- 
right laws, taking official cognizance 
of broadcasting, were proposed 
'ris Sheppard of Texas. Measure 
went to Patents Committee, which 


Occasion was a public hearing on | 
{a bill which would force ASCAP to | 
list prices on its copyrighted music | 


| 
sev- | 


in | 
Congress last week by Senator Mor- | 


currently is sitting on the Duffy bill | 


serting new language authorizing 
‘just’ compensation for unauthorizeq 
broadcasting of protected works and 
placing responsibility for transcrip. 
tion violations on disc makers, 

Sheppard idea recognizes the prin- 
ciple for which independent broad- 
casters have fought for years. 
namely, clearance at the source, an 
idea which is repugnant to networks. 
In stipulating the radio infringers 
| are liable for ‘such damages as to 
| the court shall appear to be just,’ the 
| Texan proposed a clause which put 

liability upon the originating sta- 

tion. Responsibility in cases of re- 
| cordings is placed exclusively on the 
maker and distributors. 

Other changes in the Sheppard 
bill would add a provision that pro- 
tection notice must specify which 
version or have been 
registered. 


South American Rates Up 





versions 





Buenos Aires, March 26. 

Time rates for Radio Belgrano and 
affiliated stations of the Primera Ar- 
gentina de Broadcasting chain have 
undergone another increase of 10%. 
Last upping was in November, ’36, 
when rates were increased in some 
| instances as much as 30%, depending 
on favorableness of hours. 

New jumps are effective all way 
| down the line, starting at 9 a.m. to 
1 am. System in S. A. is slightly 
| different and is not uniform. Charge 
depends entirely on the hours de- 
sired with best getting most coin. 





George Heid at KDKA 
Pittsburgh, April 6. 

| After two years as program di- 
| rector at KQV and staff artist with 
| station’s affiliate, WJAS, George Heid 
has resigned to go with KDKA. 





ss 








to overhaul the entire copyright act. | There he will continue as singer and 

Principal suggestion by Sheppard | also assist in handling and produc- 
was a new section which would be | tion of Artists Service acts for both 
| personal appearances and radio work. 
vaudevillian and 


Apr. 18—Capt. E. Rickenbacker, 
Maj. Al Williams. 
HEINZ 
(M-W-F. 11 a.~..—WABC) 
Apr. 7—Ruth Cross. 
Apr. 9—Maria Fermielino. 
Apr. 12—Richardson Little Wright. 
| Al Mitchell, ‘The Answer Man’ for INTERNATIONAL SILVER 


| Provident Loan on- WOR, goes Mu- (1847 Rogers Bros.) 


pe cs ; (Su. 4:30—WEAF) 
- web coast-to-coast for sponsors. Apr, 11—Not booked. 

| 
| 





conference at Charlotte, N. C., early | ment men receive basic weekly sal- 
in April, with Fred Weber, gen-| aries of $35 each; two draw checks 
: of $30; one gets $25, and another $15. 
5, tans ee : Latter two are juniors, with little 
experience, 


added to present provisions impos- 
ing punitive damages on willful in- | 
fringers. Texan fathered idea of in- 


CBS’ News Studio 


Columbia has converted an audi- 
tion room on the 17th floor into a 
studio devoted exclusively to news 
broadcast. Three teletype printers 
will be set up in the studio’s ante- 
room for bulletin services supplied 
by the United Press. 

Three news programs will orig- 
inate from this source, two local and 
one network. Last is the daily half- 
hour financed by Lucky Strike with 
Edwin C. Hill mixing comment with 





He is a former 











Al Mitchell to Don Lee 





Atlanta 


TRY 3 : 


Starting May 1. JELLO 
Norman Pierce to Chicago (Su. 7 p.m.—WEAF) 


Norman Pierce has upped anchor Apr. 11—Not booked. 
| after seven years on WMCA, N, Y. KRAFT 
| Chugged out to Chi to appear on (Th. 10O—WEAF) 
Lipton Tea period aboard WMAQ. Apr. 8—Victor McLaglen, Florence 
———— _ Lake, Kathryn Meisle. 
KOLYNOS 
(Tu. 8—-WABC) 
Apr. 13—Fred Hauffsmith, Louise 
D’ Angelo. 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 











LUX spot stuff. There is also the daily LOLOL OME ES ¢ CHE: F| | 
(Mon. 9—WABC) Household Finance quarter-hour CBs tt iad 
Apr. 12—Walter Huston, Fay | stanza, starting at 7:45 a. m. and 1000 watts al 


Bainter, Nan Sunderland. 
MAXWELL HOUSE 
(Th. 9—WEAF) 
Apr. 8—James Froman, Ford Frick, 
NAT’L DAIRY 
(Sat. 8—-WEAF) 
Apr. 10—Ethel Merman. 
NASH 
(Sat. 9—-WABC) 
Apr. 10—Not booked. 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camel Cigarettes) 
(Tu. 9:30—W ABC) 
Apr. 13—Not booked. 
ROYAL GELATINE 
(Th. 8—-WEAF) 
Apr. 8—Henry Hull, Edgar Bergen. 
RCA 
(Su. 2—WJZ) 

Apr. 11—Dudley Digges, Vera All- 
good, Erna Fack, Lauritz Melchior 
(from N. Y.), Guan Darienzo orch. 

SHELL 
(Sat. 9:30—WEAF) 

Apr. 10—Greta Stueckgold, The | 

Rancheros, 


the Liberty Magazine inning which 
goes on in the late evening for five 
minutes, 


E. KATZ SPECIAL ADVERTISING ACENCY 











| 
Repts : 890 ke. 
| 





. "” CRAZY 


with excitement! 


For three years, WHIO has broad- 
cast exclusively County and Southwest- 
ern Ohio District High School Basket 
Bali Tournaments. 36,134 fans broke 
attendance records this year. From 
phone calls and comments it seemed 
like millions heard the broadcasts. 
Quotes from the Tournament Manager’s 
letter ... “many people have talked 
to me and phoned me regarding the 
broadcasts . . . every one of them ex- 
pressed sincere appreciation ... par- 
ticularly complimentary about an- 
nouncers and their methods . . . also 
complimented innovation of broad- 
casting drawings of the tournament 
+. + permit me to express my personal 
appreciation .. .” 

Just as WHIO is being sold to listen- 
ers in this area, your products too can 
be sold, 


THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NATION 
Dayton, Ohio 


eres — 


_—_— 





yuh 


He wins people, gets through to 
their hearts. It’s that same wine 
ning way... that magnetic per- ; 
sonality ... that KLZ has on ; 
the air... the ability to attract 

and hold listeners. 
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Malcolm Parker to WICC 
New Haven, April 6. | 
Malcolm FE, Parker this week | 
switched from program direction of 
WELI to New Haven sub-station of | 
WICC, replacing Carlton A. Weiden- | 
hammer, who has joined WOR an- 
nouncing staff. 
| Parker’s exit from WELI means 
promotions for Charles Wright and | 
| Jay Coffey and hiring of Martin Wey- | 
|man of New Haven 
continuity writer, 
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Po 


as spokesman- 


Affiliated in Management ‘with WKY 
and the Oklahoma Publishing Co.’ 


of ‘Pepper Young’s Family,’ NBC Representative E. Katz OB of -Ken he ft Adv. Agenc y 
, network show, due back from 
‘ Florida. 
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Mrs. Elaine S, Carrington, author 


JOHN BLAIR & CO. 
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Representatives | 
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IT HAD = COME! 


Alert buyers of broadcasting 
knew that some day someone 
S would offer a method of cov- 
a erage hased on cost per LIS- 
| TENER not cost per STATION. 
That day has arrived! 

The new WLW line from Cin- 
cinnati to Pittsburg to Phila- 
g delphia to New York provides 
o PRIMARY coverage through- 
| out an area that produces 
: over 30% of the nation’s 
sales volume. 

There is no other facility that 
) thoroughly covers SO MANY 
as radio sets at SUCH LOW cost. 


SOLE AGENTS 


TRANSAMERICA BROADCASTING» TELEVISION CORP 


JOHN L. CLARK, President 























| Complete Broadcasting Facilities Wired and Transcribed 











NEW YORK CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD 
521 Fifth Avenue 333 North Michigan Avenue 5833 Fernwood Avenue 
MUrray Hill 6-2370 STAte 0366. HOliywood 5315 
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DARRELL MARTIN GETS - 
LOCAL COMMERCIAL 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 

Radio columnist of Post-Gazette, 
Darrell V. Martin, signed by Brent's 
Cleaning Shops for 48 programs on 
WWSW, three a week for 16 weeks. 

Martin hits the air waves Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
for 15 minutes in a potpourri of 
questions and answers, news, gossip 
and stars. Tied in with 
atres, he’s offering free film tickets 
to first listeners sending in their 
answers to a ‘blind biography’ of 
some air celebrity he retails into the 
mike and sponsor is likewise offer- 
ing $5 books of cleaning tickets for 
anybody sending in questions having 
to dd with radio and its personalities 
that stumps the radio ed. 





guest 


Program is cross-fire between 
Martin and Kay Balfe, WWSW an- 
nouncer. 

At same time, Charlie Danver, 
conductor of Post-Gazette’s daily 
Pittsburghesque column, wound, up 
eight-week, twice-a-week gossip 
series on WCAE for Yellow 
Company and is now dickering with 
local similar type of 
program. Still a third Post-Gazetter, 
Al Abrams, of sports staff, is re- 
ported in line for baséball show to 
start late this month. He did a 
football program on WWSW last fall 
for a beer account. 


brewery for 


WMCA’s Horse Bally 
Under 


Horse’. sales 





promotionist Al Rose 


is brochure-ballyhooing WMCA, New ! 


York’s horse racing reports. Agen- 
cies get ’em this week. 

Number 3,383 is daily average who 
entered’ handicappers 
ducted by WMCA sponsor, Webster- 
Eisenelohr. 


Merchandising Tie-up 


PLAN 


For Advertisers on 


WDRC 














detail 





‘THE ADVERTISING TEST STATION 
IN THE ADVERTISING TEST CITY” 


HARTFORD,CONN.S 


the- | 


Cab | 


heading ‘3,383 Men ona} 


contest con- | 
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F.C.C."S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Washington, April 6, 
Arizona: KOY, Phoenix, granted night power jump 
from 500 watts to 1 kw. 
Idaho: KRLC, H. E. Studebaker, Lewiston, granted 





automatic frequency control. 

Iowa: C. E. Wilkinson Broadcasting Co., Inc., appli- 
cation for new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 
100 watts, heretofore set for dismissed at re- 
quest of applicant. 

Maryland: WTBO, Cumberland, denied petition ask- 
ing commish to reconsider action of March 16, in des- 
ignating for hearing application for transfer‘of control 
| from Roger W. Clipp and Frank V. Becker to the 


hearing, 


! Delaware Channel Cor., and grant the same without 
| hearing. 
Missouri: Fields McCarthy Co., Poplar Bluff, ac- 


cepted appearance filed late through misunderstanding, 
in re application for new station to be operated on 1310 
| ke with 100 watts days only. 

New York: WMBQ, Brooklyn,. granted temporary 
interim authority to Joseph Husid, receiver, to con- 
tinue operation of station for 60 days, pending decision 
on applications from WWBL, Paul J. Gellhofer and 
Lillian Kiefer, for the facilities of WMBQ, as well as 
| application for renewal of license of WMBQ and an 
application from WMBQ for permit to install new 

equipment, move station, make changes in antenna, 

which were heard by Examiner Walker Feb. 16, 17 and 
| 18, not yet reported (temporary license granted to re- 
ceiver is specifically subject to recall and cancellation 
| by commish, without advance notice or hearing at any 
time ). 

WSAY. Brown Radio Service and Laboratory, Ro- 
chester, granted continuance of hearing on application 
| for power change from watts daytimes to 100 watts 
| nights, 250 watts days. 
| Oklahoma: KGFF, Shawnee, denied 60-day postpone- 
ment of hearing on application for frequency change 
from 1420 to-1430 ke and night power boost from 100 
to 250 watts. 

Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Radio Broadcasting Co., 
Philadelphia, granted petition to be made respondent 
in the hearing of the application of Abraham Plotkin 
for new station in Chicago to be operated on 1570 kc 
with 1 kw. 

South Carolina: Carolina Advertising Corp., Colum- 
bia, granted petition to reopen the record to authorize 
the taking of additional evidence in support of its ap- 
plication for a new station at Columbia to be operated 
on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Texas: KTEM, Temple, granted day power jump 
from 100 to 250 watts; A. H. Belo Corp., Grapevine, 
granted new high frequency broadcast station, fre- 
quencies 13,600, 35,600, 38,600 and 41,000 kc, with 100 
watts; KRLH, Clarence Scharbauer, Midland, applica- 
tion for frequency change from 1429 to 1210 ke denied 
as in cases of default, commish sustaining Examiner 
P, W. Seward. 


SET FOR HEARING 


KGAR, Tucson, 





Arizona: change frequency from 

















Write for 1370 to 1340 kc, jump night juice from 100 to 250 watts. 

this booklet Colorado: KVOD, Denver, install directional antenna 
system for nighttime use, change frequency from 920 

explaining | to 630 ke and up power from 500 watts, sharing 


the plan in | equally with KFEL, Denver, to 1 kw. 


District of Columbia: WRC, National Broadcasting 
Co., Inc., move transmitter site, install new equipment 








changes in equipment and installation. .of vertical 
radiator. 
Indiana: WHBU, Anderson, granted installation of 





and vertical radiator and jump juice from 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days. 

Georgia: WKEU, Griffin, install vertical radiator, 
change frequency from 1500 to 1310 ke, and increase 
power and time of operation from 100 watts: days only 
to 100 watts all times; WRBL, Columbus, install new 
equipment, change frequency from 1200 to 1330 ke, 
boost power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to 
250 watts nights, 500 watts days. 

Illinois: Key City Broadcasting Co., Kankakee, 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

Louisiana: KTBS, Shreveport, change frequency and 
power from 1450 kc, 1 kw unlimited, to 620 kc 
500 watts nights, 1 kw days. 

Minnesota: KROC, Rochester, make changes in 
equipment and boost day power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Nebraska: Clark Standiford, L. S. Coburn and A. C. 
Sidner, Fremont, new station to be operated on 1370 
ke with 100 watts. 

North Carolina: WDNC; Durham, install new equip- 
ment and directional antenna system for night use, 
change frequency from 1500 to 600 kc and boost power 
from 100 watts to 1 kw. 

Utah: Dan B. Shields, Provo, new station to be oper- 
aied on 1210 ke with 100 watts. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Alabama: WJBY, Gadsden, authority to install auto- 
matic frequency control. 

California: KGB, Don Lee Broadcasting System, San 
Diego, install new transmitter, erect vertical antenna, 
increase power from 1 to 5 kw. 

Florida: WJNO, West Palm Beach, authority to trans- 
fer control of corporation from present stockholders to 
Jay O’Brien; W. W. Luce, Fort Lauderdale, new sta- 
tion to be operated days on 1050 ke with 1 kw. 

Illinois: WROK, Rockford, authority to transfer con- 
trol of corporation from Lloyd C., Thomas to. Rockford 
Consolidated Newspapers, Inc., 10 shares common 
stock. 

Kansas: KFBI, Abilene, voluntary assignment of li- 
cense to the Farmers & Bankers Broadcasting Co. 

Massachusetts: The Hampden-Hampshire Corp., Hol- 
yoke, new station to be operated on 1240 ke with 1 kw, 
using directional antenna day and night. 

Michigan: King-Trendle Broadcasting Cor., Detroit, 


new 


with 


| tion manager. 


A. E. NELSON WHOOPS IT 
UP FOR HOME TOWN CAL. 


Denver, April 6. ' 
| Jean Dickenson, Denver soprano, 
| under contract to NBC in N. Y., and 
| singing over two sustainers week!y 
there, came home for the first time 
after: signing with NBC. Was met 
at the union station by KOA mikes 
and interviewed by Clarence Moore, 
announcer, and A. E. Nelson, sie- 
Mayor Ben Stapleton 
also welcomed the singer, and a 
chorus of 100 from the school where 
Jean got most of her training sang. 
The welcome was outdoors. 





She sang over KOA again on the 
same program that, heard in New 
York, was: the cause of her being 


signed by NBC. -While here she wil] 
make her operatic stage debut, sing- 
ing with the San -Carlo Opera com- 
pany in ‘Rigoletto.’ 


Commerce Talks Ge On 


Washington, April 6. 
Seven-week extension of weekly 
radio talks sponsored by U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce was arranged 
last week, carrying the _ series 
through the end of May. Feature 
goes on CBS network. : 


Devoted to discussion of history 


and importance of leading industries, 


commentators so far have gabbed 
about railroads, paint, iron and steel, 
electrical goods, fisheries, automo- 
biles, baking, paper, office appli- 
ances, rubber, and textiles. Remain- 
ing stories deal with building and 


| construction, farm machinery, sugar, 


authority to transmit programs from WXYZ, Detroit, | 


to stations of the Canadian Radio Commission. 
Nebraska: Sam Klaver and Nathan Belzer, Omaha, 
new station to be operated on 1420 kc with 190 watts. 
Texas: KCMC, Texarkana, make changes in trans- 
mitting equipment and increase power from 100 watts 
all times to 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Alabama: Smallie for Anniston received the 
from Examiner Ralph L. Walker, although the appli- 
cant, Isadore Goldwasser, appeared short of the cash 
necessary to construct and operate a transmitter. 

Area proposed to be served receives no daytime pri- 
mary service, Walker contended and, while Goldwas- 
ser’s ‘financial resources appear to be somewhat lim- 
ited,” examiner deemed them to be sufficient. Gold- 


nod | 


wasser displayed assets of $3,000 cash, a $1,000 first | 


mortgage on land and real estate, and rented real es- 
tate valued at $3,000. 
Question of objectionable 


interference to WSFA, | 


Montgomery, was dismissed by the examiner, who said | 


it ‘will probably not result’ from granting Goldwasser’s 
plea for a daytime 100-watter on 1420 ke. 


Applicant was represented by Paul D. P. Spearman, 


while commish was attorneyed by Hugh B. Hutchinson. 





Ray with Conquest 
Chicago, April 6. 
Gordon Ray has joined Conquest 
Alliance here to be in direct charge 
of production for the Chicago office. 
Ray was formerly producer for 
Affiliated regional net. 
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| Canadian 


CANADA’S TIME SPAN 
PROGRAM HANDICAP | resigned as CBS’ European rep, is 





Winnipeg, Can., April 6. | 

‘Atlantic Nocturne,’ Sunday night | 
slumber program, spurted out over 
Broadcasting Co., 
Am getting much response from stations | 


Saerchinger to Lecture 


Cesar Saerchinger, who recently 


coming over from London early in 
| May for a, lecture tour now being 
lined up. 


| Will spiel on classical music. 





‘umber, coal mining, meat packing, 
shipping, and recreation and sports. 





Stewart Sisters now spotted on a 
WTIC, Hartford, commercial. 













ROCHESTER 
PREFERS 








NEW 
.... + Programs 


Tere. 
Plus 


MERCHANDISING 


It's Now 


KXBY 


IN KANSAS CITY 

















isn’t | 


“YOU GAN SELL ME, T00, WITH WK 


It's easy to sell Oklahoma druggists 
when you sell their customers over 
WKY ... Oklahoma druggists know 
that WKY is the station their custo- 
mers listen to most ,.. and WKY - 
advertised products are the ones 
asked for most. 





| in western part of Dominion, and 
| demonstrates quite clearly difficulty 
CBC encounters in plotting pro- 


grams for complete Canadian | 
| coverage, 
‘Nocturne’ originates on CHNS., 


| Halifax, Nova Scotia, on the extreme 
| eastern end of Dominion. It’s timed 
| there at 11 p.m., ideal for slumber 
|}hour. But in Winnipeg it’s only 
9 p.m., deemed too early by folks 
to hear bedtime music. And on the 
west coast it is only 7 p.m., which 
| finds the natives just preparing for 
| the evening’s fun, and certainly not 
interested in being lulled to sleep. 

Consequently the west coast out- 
lets are passing new period up en- 
_tirely. And around here it is getting 
| but spotty pickup. In Winnipeg, 
CKY, after first figuring to 
‘Nocturne,’ has now decided to con- 
tinue with locally produced vox pop 
program. 





Brothers-in-Law Run WAIR 


Winston-Salem, N. C., April 6. 
Radio Station WAIR is now broad- 
| casting during daylight hours. Stu- 
| dios have been built in the Robert 
E. Lee Hotel here, just across the 
| street from Station WSJS. 


WAIR is owned by C. G. Hill, 
George D. Walker and Susan Hill 
Walker. Hill is commercial manager 


‘of, the station and_ Walker is the | 


enianager.*They are. brothers-in-law. 
| Walker was formerly with CBS in 
New York. 
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1000 WATTS 
FULL TIME 


ASSOCIATED WITH WKY, KLZ AND THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO. 


Representative 


— E. Katz Special 


Adv. Agency 
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Showmanship at 7:45 A. M. 


WBNS, Columbus, Dumps Records for Pre- 








tentious Local Live Talent Show 


Columbus, April 6. 
Farly morning live-talent shows 
are nothing new here (or elsewhere) 
but never has one been tried lo- 
cally on as ambitious a_ scale 
the hour-long show, Start the Day 
Right, which WBNS debuted Mon- 
day (95). . . | 
Backed up by a nine-piece swing 
band, the program includes Yvonne 
Isle, gir] vocalist; the Offbeats, vocal 
duo, and a male vocalist yet to be 
selected. Program goes daily at 7:45 
am. on a participation basis and 
replaces a recorded musical clock 
hour. 


as 


Jack Price is producing with Jim | 
Yerian as m.c. and John McGeary | 


directing. 


Pall Mall Seeks Breaks 





Past week’s most active spot ac- | 


count was Pall Mall cigarettes. 
Compton agency, which is handling 
it, contacted station reps asking that 
they submit all the chain breaks 
their outlets had available. It is the 
agency’s idea to find out whether 
there are enough such announce- 
ment spots, around the country to 
make it worth while for a campaign. 
Meanwhile, Pall Mall has taken a 
daily spot on WEAF, New York, for 
a sports review by Ford Bond. It’s 
mostly in the nature of a test. 


KLZ’s Mystery Thrillers 


Denver, April 6. 
of programs 








A series 


week long, with an installment each 


+ 





More Versatility 





Pittsburgh, April 6. 


Flexibility is no name _ tor 
WCAE’s | staff. Five former 
members of the station’s dra- 


matic troupe, Norman Twigger, 
Marx Hartman, Carl Dozer, 
Robert Magee and Lester Wil- 
liams, are now announcers. The 
ex-newsreeler, Jimmy 
Murray, now the publicity 
director. The head of produc- 
tion, Dave Olson, doubles as an 
actor and so does the program 


studio’s 
1S 





has been | 
started over station KLZ of serial } 
mystery thrillers. Each story is one 


director, Ed Harvey, who also 
does original scripts for airing. 

Former office boy is in the 
traffic department, Solly Gold- 
stein is currently a member of 
the continuity staff and Dorothy 
Devlin, who operates the switch- 
board, doubles as an actress on 
special programs. 











ANONYMOUS’ JUDGE AS 


BAR ASSN. CIRCUMVENT 


Philadelphia, April 6. 
Program similar to ‘Geod Will 
| Court’ is being experimented with 
Jocally by WFIL. Sponsored by 
| jewelry retailer, half hour is called 
‘Court of Human Relations.’ 


| cal judge who gives advice on family | 
| quarrels, and such stuff. Dramatiza- 
| tions and character provided by staff. 


| 

| 

| 3 

| Is presided over by anonymous lo- 
| 

} 





Two Leave WIP, Philly 
Philadelphia, April 6. 


Resignation turned in by Jack 


VARIETY 45 








7 . 
Arnold Is Tom Rocap on 
WIP’s ‘For Men Only’ 


Philadelphia, April 6. 

| WIP, which has already built as- 
sorted transcription dises into myth- 
ical Barry Sloan and his orch, con- 


! 
| tinues inventing. Newest is ‘Gene 
| LaRoux,’ who gushes sticky sweet 


stuff in Frenchy tones for Fox-Weiss 
ET prog designed for femmes. 
Harry Feigenbaum ad 


‘For Men Only.’ Sponsored by P. B. 
White Tailoring Co. ‘Tom Rocap,’ 
whose masculine voice emcees, is 
Murray Arnold, station’s p. a. 


‘Atlantic City’s Mayor 
| Would Retain Station 


Atlantie City, April 6 
Several preposals to lease and to 
| purchase Municipal 
| WPG are revealed by Mayor Charles 
D. White. Three propositions sub- 
| mitted to rent the broadcasting sta- 
| tion and an equal number of offers 
| for outright purchese. Mayor would 
not reveal the names of the parties 


} 
| 
| 
| 


| interested nor the terms of their | 
offers. 

Mayor said he would submit the 
|offers to the City Commissioners 
shortly, but that he _ personally 
thought it would be better for the 


city to operate the station. ‘We have 
a very valuable franchise,’ Mayor 
| White said. ‘and I belie.e we should 
|} do everything possible to protect it.’ 
| WPG was formerly leased to CBS 
/on a percentage basis, but the city 
| failed to receive any revenue. 





| Alan Cormack to L. A. 
San Francisco, April 6. 
Alan N. Cormack, Traffic Manager 
for CBS. Pacific Coast Division, has 
shifted his office to the network’s 
Hollywood headquarters. Move, ef- 
fective Monday, was due to increased 


agency, | 
which sets show, has another quarter | 
hour immedictcly following it called 


Radio Station | 
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'WJJD BANS FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE PROGRAM 


Chicago, April 6. 





| station of all foreign programs in a 
| blanket order, washing all dialecti- 
cians off the transmitter on the ex- 
piration of existing contracts. Which 
means that by May 1 the station will 
be carrying only what for 
English. 

In the mop-up goes what has been 


passes 


in the Chicago area, 
gram, which has had 
ride on the station. 


Polish pro- 
three-year 


a 
a 





Blair’s Phoeaix Switch 


Chicago, April 6. 
Due to the Burridge Butler (WLS) 
invasion of Proenix, Ariz., with his 
KOY station, the KTAR station in 








Ralph Atlass has cleared his WJJD | 


one of the outstanding foreign shows | 


Scripps-Howard Supports Cleric’s Bid; 
Says Jesse Jones Monopolizes Hicuston 


+ sedi 
Salesmen Houston, Tex., Avril 6. 
Application of Dr. William States 
Sac Jacobs, local retired Presbyterian 
New York indie station is minister, for a_ station license is 
located not far from a public slated to come up before the Fed- 
bridge-table parlor, and some eral Communications Commission 
of broadcaster’s salesmen are tomorrow (7). In a_ preliminary 
making the spot a well-patron- tkirmish on the issue, staged here 
ized recreation nook during last week, church and organized 
work hours. A quartet of ‘em labor interests lined themselves up 
regularly meet in spot and sit strongly behind Dr. Jacobs. 
in for some bridge. They exit Houston Press, of the Scripps- 
singly, spaced 10 minutes Howard chain, entered the fight be- 
apart, and return to station re- ing waged in the clergyman’'s behalf 
marking what a tough day they with a columnar campaign charging 
put in. that all three local outlets, KTRH, 
Station employs its program KPRC and KXYZ, are controlled by 
peddlers on commish only. | Jesse H. Jones interests and cone 


stitute a monopoly. Press also dis- 
closed that the Bayou Broadcasting 


|Co., which has filed for a new sta- 


tion in Houston, is headed by James 


| Rockwell, a director of the National 
| Bank of Commerce, which is owned 


by Jones. 
Claims Censorship 
Depositions taken here last 
showed that Dr. Jacobs conducted 
a Sunday program over KXYZ un- 
til a year ago when the station put 
| him off the air for allegedly strong 
|expression in behalf of labor. 
Representatives of labor stated be- 
fore the deposition taker that Hous- 
|ton had need of a station which 
would serve as_a voice for labor's 
| educational program. FE, E. Stokes, 
|secretary of the local musitians 
union, stated that Dr. Jacobs’ sta- 
|tion would employ live musicians 
| instead of using phonograph records 
and transcriptions, while Sam Ros- 
marin, former WXYZ _ employee, 
| testified that there is enough adver- 
| tising available to support another 
| station. 
Officials 


week 


of civic associations, 


|clergymen and government officers 


| 
| | 
| Barry, WIP gabber. He joins special | transcontinental originations in the | Phoenix is calling off its representa- | also agreed that there was room for 
night for five nights. Program is! events staff at WJSV, Washington. | cinema city. | tion deal with the John Blair firm | another station. 
sustaining, directed by William Fou-! June Collins, of program department,| Web's traffic headquarters will re- | as of April 15. | Dr, Jacobs wants 1,000 watts on 
lis. of stage experience. also quit. No new connection. | main in San Francisco, with ered Blair, which has been repping | 1210 k.c. 


In the cast are Ernest Robinson, 
Lawrence Miller, Mildred Jackson,| Juan Ricarde will start a Musical | 


Paul Keith, George McCool and C. J. | Clock program on WHO, Des Moines, 
Sorenson, |on April 26. 


| mack dividing his time between the 
two cities. His assistant, Connie 
| Blake, will take charge here while 
| Cormack is south. 








KTAR, also is national sales rep for | 
the WLS, Chicago, station, and it's | 
understood that Butler wants Blair to 


WBRY, Waterbury, done with one- 
week talent tournament in local are 
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| handle both KOY and WLS. 


mory. 
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advertisers on WLW | 


"GET THE BREAK’ 


Tuning first to WLW is a national habit, because 


it is clearly heard and worth listening to—and 


always has been... 
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TWO-LANGUAGE POLICY DECLARATION 


UTS CANADIAN RADIO BACK IN POLITICS 





4 
Gladstone Murray from England Becomes Partisan 
Football as Outs Pounce Upon Ins Suggestion— 


One-Third Canada Is 


Montreal, April 6. 
Instant dismissal of Gladstone Mur- 
ray, general manager of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation, has been 
denganded by Hon. R. B. Bennett, ex- 
Prime Minister of Canada and now 


leader of His Majesty’s Loyal Oppo- 
sition, Stormy session on the floor 
of the House of Commons followed 
Murray’s address two days previous- 
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NOW Capitol, Washington 
“Fray and Braggiotti are 
phort’ of elegant.”—Washington Herald 
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French 


‘ly before the Canadian Club at Mon- 
treal when he (Murray) stated it 
was the CBC aim to make Canada 
bilingual and to eliminate French 
and English factional differences, An 
invitation has been promised by 
Premier King before any action will 
be taken, 

In his first public outline of the 
‘broadened policy’ of the CBC, Mur- 
ray is reported to have stated: ‘There 
is a very important development con- 
nected with the public service of 
broadcasting in Canada, and the 
whole of Canada must realize that 
we have two parent languages. We 
must be ready and willing, and we 


should be anxious, to accept the 
heritage of these parent languages 


with their storehouse of literature 
and history, and the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. is pledged to make 
Canada bilingual, and to eliminate 
these differences of opinion.’ 

What Murray was obviously re- 
ferring to was that series of com- 
plaints which is consistently being 
laid before the government regard- 
ing CBC time allocated to French 
and English programs, the sound and 
fury coming from leaders of relig- 
ious factions and the proponents of 
nationalism, whether French or Eng- 
lish, Each group continues to attack 
the other, the religious issue being 
paramount. It could be gathered 
from Murray’s speech, however, that 





> 





WWL Remotes From Link 
At Gulfport, Mississippi 


New Orleans, April 6. 

WWL will inaugurate a daily half- 
hour program from studios located 
in the Hewes-Martin building in 
Gulfport, Miss., under the sponsor- 
ship of the Gulf Coast Advertising 
Association. Opening program will 
begin April 12. Big wigs of the Coast 
will speak on the programs, which 
will call attention to the section 
as a summer and winter resort. 

Captain W. I. Webb, formerly with 
WGMC and safety engineer, ar- 
ranged the details for the programs. 
Local talent will be used. 

Purchase of WMFN, Grenada, 
Miss., by P. K. Ewing, vice-presi- 
dent of WDSU, New Orleans, was 
disclosed Friday (2) when the Attala 
Broadcasting Corp., operators of 
WMEN, recently moved to Grenada 
from Clarksdale and asked the FCC 
for voluntary assignment. 








F.C.C STARTS 
RURAL CHECK 


Washington, April 6. 
Supplemental study of listener 
preferences, seeking more dope upon 
which to base revised policies and 
allocation plans, is under way 
through joint effort of the Federal 
Communications Commission and 





it was the resolute aim of himself 
and his colleagues to maintain the 
Dominion’s radio service above all 
suspicion of propaganda, religious or 
political; he has found that, with so 
many sectional differences, 
easier said than done. 





apparently refuse to face is that one- 
third of Canada’s 
French-speaking. 
effect on English-speaking complain- 











ants, who charge that too much radio 
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time is being devoted to French lan- 
guage programs, nor on French- 
speaking complainants, who take the 
view that their compatriots are not 
receiving fair treatment and _ that 
there are too many English language 
| programs being broadcast by CBC. 
Govt. Disowns Remarks 

Murray’s statement has had the re- 
| sult of -again making Federal-con- 
| trolled radio a political football, de- 








spite the hands-off promises of the 
past. Standing between the. two fires 
of the Liberal and Conservative par- 


government radio, no matter which 
party is in power. Murray has not 





been the first to act as the target, 
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but he was promised a free hand 
prior to being induced to leave the 
British Broadcasting Corp. 
meantime, in answer to Opposition 


publicly stated that the Murray re- 
government and that no responsibili- 


ty would be taken by. the government 
for the remarks made. 





Victor Bovee, formerly on _ the 
staff of the Sioux City Tribune, now 
with Central States Broadcasting 
System. Allows Don Finlayson to 
return to his regular post in the 
promotion department in charge of 











arrangements for special events. 
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A social factor which his detractors 


population is 
This has had no} vious results were not properly in- 


ties has always been the director of 


In the 
Leader Bennett, Prime Minister King 


marks weré not authorized by the 


Post Office Department. Dial-twist- 
ers in rural areas are being handed 
questionnaires asking variety of 
questions about reception, interfer- 
ence, and service. 

New survey is broader than that 
undertaken two years ago as prelim- 
inary for the reallocation conference, 
while the type of inquiry is expected 
to answer objections that the pre- 


|formative. Fewer cards are going 
out—31,000 against 100,000 on the in- 
itial round-up—but the inquiries are 
more specific. Commish engineers 
hope to avoid a mere popularity 
poll, which the first study turned out 
to be. 

Going into more detail, F.C.C. en- 
gineers ask for stations on which 
most satisfactory reception is en- 
joyed both night and day, extent of 
interference, age of receivers, and 
comments. Before, knob-turners 
| told the Commish which station they 
listened to most frequently, which 
produced info that industry engi- 
neers said reflected program tastes 
rather than quality of service. Dif- 
ferent wording has been used this 
time to get around such misunder- 
standing. 

Quizzers will tackle only residents 
of towns and villages, no cities being 
included. Cards go out via _ post- 
masters in fourth-class offices, lo- 
cated in places under 1,500 popula- 
tion. Previously, blanks went to per- 
sons on list of Agriculture Depart- 
ment contract-signers, which was 
impossible this time, since that gov- 
ernment agency is short-handed and 
could not co-operate in distributing 
question sheets. Consequently, the 
new data will not be strictly com- 
parable with original findings, which 
demonstrated clear-cut preference 
for clear-channel transmitters and 
gave advocates of super-power con- 
siderable oral ammunition. 


‘Without Charge to Whom’ 
Is the Question at WBIG 


Greensboro, N. C., April 6. 

‘Be glad to run them as paid po- 
litical advertising’ was WBIG an- 
swer to offer of National Committee 
to Uphold the Constitution to supply 
‘without charge’ electrical transcrip- 
tions of speeches by opponents of 
the President’s court reform pro- 
posals. Committee, with headquar- 
ters at 205 East 42d street, New York. 
Offered waxed speeches by Sena- 
tors Bert Wheeler, Carter Glass, 
Champ Clark and Gerald Nye. Con- 
gressman Sam Pettingill, Columnist 
Dorothy Thompson, Historian James 
Truslow Adams, Grange Maste 
Louis J. Taber, Frank Gannett, 
Rochester publisher. 

















ADVERTISING, INC. 
BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


Latter is main force back of com- 
mittee’s forming. 
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Scared Into Scoop 





St. Louis, April 6. 

Opportunity aimost knocked 
down Les Crow, WTMV’s news 
editor Wednesday (28) and, as 
result, station beat all other 
stations here, as well as daily 
rags on bombing of Vic Doyle 
Ringside Cafe, East St. Louis 
casino, 

Crow was passing place when 
pineapple exploded at rear 
door, concussion blowing front 
door almost in Crow’s face. 
Three minutes later the news 
of bombing, via telephone and 
Crow’s assistant, Gene Hogan, 
was on the air. 











APRIL FOOL'S DAY 
ACTIVE FOR RADIO 


Washington, April 6. 

Entering into the spirit of April 
Fool, NBC Washington transmitters, 
WRC and WMAL, assigned all spot 
announcements and routine program 
handling during the day to 18 gal 
members of the staff. 

Regular announcers were given a 
holiday while the pinch-hit 
for them, and listeners accustomed 
to masculine voices were startled by 
treble chirps. Entire ‘Home and 
Farm Hour’ was handled by Hazel 
Smith, NBC traffic bureau employee, 
who did such a commendable job 
that NBC’s New York h.q. wired 
congratulations. Even the Arlington 
time signals were handled by fe- 
male talent, studios being taken 
over from 9:30 a. m. to 4:45 p. m. by 
gel members of the office staff. 

Only slips occurred when 
male officials were pressed into 
service as April 1 announcers. Ken- 
neth Berkley, manager of WRC and 
WMAL, and Albert Johnson, chief 
engineer, both had m-mike f-fright. 





girls 


two 





Syracuse, April 6. 

WFBL vox poppers were doing an 
April Fool sidewalk interview with 
questions framed along that theme. 
Paul Brenner inquired of one 
edestrian who had _  ~been . put 
through his paces: ‘And now, sir, 
may I ask your name”’ 

‘Bud Squires of WSYR’ was 
bland reply. 


KLRA, Little Rock, Moves 


Little Rock, April 6. 

Radio station KLRA, Little Rock, 
moved into its new home in the Ar- 
kansas Gazette building April 1, 
making the transfer from their old 
quarters a block distant without 
Missing a moment on the air. 

Pending power increase no formal 
ceremonies will be held and station 
will continue to be ‘KLRA, Colum- 
bia’s Station for Arkansas.” It is 
planned later to become ‘KLRA, the 
Arkansas Gazette Station.” News- 
paper recently purchased block of 
stock in broadcasting corporation. 

Directly across the hall KGHI, sis- 
ter 100-watter, is located. Both sta- 
tions maintain separate business of- 
flees adjacent to studios. 


the 











Canada Dry’s Vox Pop 
Worcester, April 6. 

Sidewalk interviews started here 
last week in a new three-a-week 
series: on. Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday nights, from 7:45 to 8, over 
WTAG. Chester Gaylord,. chief an- 
nouncer is conducting programs for 
Canada Dry., . 4 

Programs are staged in front of 
Capitol theatre which also is in- 


volved in hookup. After first broad- 


cast, it was necessary to increase 


police protection to handle crowd. 
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G. M. Acceptance Tags 


John Hughes News Periods 


San Francisco, April 6. 


Seven quarter-hour newscasts 
weekly at 6 p.m. PST are being 


aired from KFRC by John B. Hughes, 


with the General Motors Acceptance 
Corp. signing the checks. Series, 
which began April 1, is also heard 
over outlets of the Mutual-Don Lee 
web. 

Hughes also continues his three 
ten-minute news spots daily over 
KFRC for Borden’s Chocolate Milk. 





H. R. Gross, chief of the news de- 
partment, WHO, Des Moines, on trip 
to Washington, D. C., and New York 
City, 
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HERE AND THERE 





WISN, Milwaukee, this week com- 
menced erecting news transmission 
tower and station. 





Al Clauser and his Oklahoma Out- 
laws are back at WHO, Des Moines, 
after several weeks spent in Holly- 
wood making a picture with Gene 
Autry for Republic Pictures. 





WEBC, Duluth, has inaugurated a 
job-clinic program titled ‘People for 
Sale.’ which seeks to obtain employ- 
ment for jobless youths between 
ages of 18 and 25. 





Although the 20,000 copies of the 
WHS~lIowa Barn Dance Frolic 1937 
souvenir picture book have been out 
less than a week, more than 12,000 
copies have already been sold at a 
quarter each. 





Stewart Sisters, long with Rudy 
Vallee, now touring studios. Latest 
engagement is at WTIC, Hartford, 
where harmonists have been giving 
out three nights a week in front of 
Newt Moss’ swing quartet. 





‘Baxter and Son,’ domestic script 
by Irwin Cowper, installed at WTIC, 
Hartford, with cast including Eddie 
Begley, Seymour Baggish and Eunice 
Cairns. 

Howard Doyle, WMCA, N. Y. an- 
nouncer, shifts to same position on 
WOR this week. Allen Wray upped 
at WMCA from mikeman to produc- 
tion staff. 





Lee Kirby, WBT, Charlotte, N. C., 
announcer, has recovered sufficiently 
from a recent serious illness that he 
is back at his post. During his sev- 
eral weeks in the hospital Robert 
Armstrong, of Augusta, filled in for 
him. 





Dorothea Beckman appointed p.a. 
fse station WQXR, N. Y. Robert 
Schalle added to advertising depart- 
ment. 





Ford Frick, prez of the National 
League (baseball), skedded guestee 
on the Maxwell House show last 
week, was unable to appear due to 
illness. Set for this week (Thurs- 
day). 





Leo Bolley, Tydol sports reporter, 
has for the past six months been 
coing 17 programs weekly and 
traveling 300 miles on alternate days 
to present, within the space of four 


hours, evening broadcasts from 
WGY, Schenectady, and WFBL, 
Syracuse. 





James Douglas, in charge of oper- 
ations for WAAW, Omaha, has com- 
pleted reconditioning of the studios 
and the installation of new equip- 
ment. Additions of personnel include 
Elsa Easterly, continuity writer; Hi- 
ram Higsby, farm broadcasts; Al Ray 
Brown and Bill Tabor, announcers, 
and Bill Bailey and Lee Reese, sales. 





Ranny Daly, program director for 
1fSO and KRNT, is m. c. of Des 
Moines’ Register and Tribune annual 
Cooking School at the Shrine audi- 
torium. Talent from both stations 
was used, including Orville Foster, 
Dick Teela, Lansing Benet, Ruth 
McAllister and Betty Jean and 
Freddy. 





Gwen McCleary, women’s director 
for the Iowa Broadcasting System, 
handled 19 broadcasts direct from the 
Annual Home Show at the Coliseum 
the week of March 27. 





Thomas McAvity, head of radio in 
Lord & Thomas’ New York Office, 
is making it a week’s vacation in 
Asheville, N. C. 





‘First Offender’ dramas, originat- 
ing at WELI, New Haven, and fed to 
WNBC, New Britain, and WATR, 
Waterbury, now being taken also by 
WCOP, Boston, and WSPR, Spring- 
fheld. 





WTMJ, Milwaukee, Journal station, 
now issuing a weekly bulletin tagged 
the ‘dope sheet’ for the use of its 


local salesmen and national repre- | 


sentatives. Tips ’em off on facts of 
WTMJ sales, audience response, op- 
erations and available time. 





Four Rhythm Kings are motoring 
to the Coast to appear in Young & 
Rubicam radio shows there. Accom- 
panied by Oscar Liese, of Broadway 
Camera Exchange, who'll establish a 
Coast branch. 





Lincoln Exchange club elected 


Lyle DeMoss president at the char- 
ter meeting. DeMoss is program di- 
rector for KFAB-KFOR, 





WBNO, New Orleans, will remove 
its signal towers from the Coliseum 
Place Baptist church to a new lo- 
cality and construct a new trans- 
mitter, as well as re-equip. Edwin 
Musso is manager. 





William Elliott next week moves 


from announcing post at WATR, 
Waterbury, Conn., to Bridgeport 
base of WICC, succeeding Leroy 
Flynn. 





Johnny Johnstone, WOR, had four 
days of the miseries last week after 
a tooth-yanking. 





Larry Nixon, WMCA, New York, 
hits Cosmopolitan’s June issue with 
his travel yarn. 





Blayne Butcher and Walter Win- 
chell scrammed Monday for Holly- 
wood. Butcher is Lennen & Mitchell 
production man, 





Frank Albert, Australian radioite, 
and Eric Maschwitz, of British ditto, 
are both in the U. S. looking things 
over, 





Pete Wemhoff, known to Detroit 
radio circles as VARIETY’s representa- 
tive, has. become one of the eds of 
Automotive Daily News there. 





Noel Meadow just back from ad- 
vance trip through New England 
and N. Y. for George D. Lottman 
office. Les Zimmerman to Chi to 
work on Paul Whiteman’s Hotel 
Drake opening. Howard Richmond 
left for California to cement rela- 
tions with radio eds en route. Maury 
Foladare, managing Lottman office 
in Los Angeles, east for a confab 
April 23. 


KLRA Gets Wheaties 








Little Rock, April 6. 

All out-of-town games of the Little 
Rock baseball club of the Southern 
association will be broadcast over 
KLRA, Little Rock, for the account 
of Wheaties. Station handled same 
account last year. Benny Craig, who 
received a prize from the breakfast 
food organization, will again handle 
the programs. 

Craig will attend the Wheatie 


broadcasting school in Chicago next 
week, 


Waterbury Duplications 


Waterbury, Conn., April 6. 

Two rival stations, WATR and 
WBRY, have been duplicating Father 
Coughlin and Ave Maria programs 
here. Situation results from Jan- 
uary shift of WBRY from Intercity 
to Colonial-Mutual and WATR'’s suc- 
cession with the former hookup, 

Coughlin talks go to both nets. 
When WBRY was Intercity, it built 
up a large following with the Ave 
Maria hour and continues it with a 
transcribed version. 








Columbus Stations on 
Jumpy Seat Waiting for 
Baseball Commersh Nod 


Columbus, April 6. 
Local radio station execs have 
been telephoning each other in their 
anxiety to learn which station will 


get the Columbus baseball broad- 
casting contract. 

Games here will be sponsored by 
General Mills and the Socony Va- 
cuum Oil Co., who have con- 
tracted to broadcast all American 
Association contests, but so far the 
co-sponsors haven't given the nod to 
either WBNS or WHKC. With the 
season opener less than two weeks 
away, the boys are fidgeting plenty. 


Complicating the situation is the 
fact that the Columbus baseball club 
is adopting a hands-off policy on the 
broadcasts. Although the club has a 
right to intercede for either station, 
it’s understood club officials have 
said, in effect, ‘Either station is all 
right with us.’ 

Tipped for the announcing spot 
are two local sports editors of rival 
afternoon newspapers. If WBNS 
gets the nod, Bill McKinnon of the 
Dispatch, who handled the broad- 
casts last year, will again announce 
the play-by-play. Should the broad- 
casts go to WHKC, it is expected 
that Lew Byrer of the Citizen will 
describe the games. Byrer had a 
whirl at radio last fall as a football 
commentator for a radio firm. 


Possibly delaying the choice is the 
fact that both stations are handi- 
capped in broadcasting night games, 
which will be aired here this year 
for the first time. WHKC operates 
on a limited schedule and goes off 
the air around 9 p.m., while WBNS 
carries a heavy evening CBS sched- 
ule. 














Outstanding Stunts: 





RADIO PAGE CARTOONS 
WHB, KANSAS CITY 











Dressing Up Daily Radio Page 
Kansas City. 

Station WHB is pulling a smart 
stunt in its reciprocal tie-up with 
Journal-Post here. It suggests pip 
openings for dressing up the radio 
log pages (which in most cities are 
in the rear of the paper and pretty 
dull-looking to the eye.) 

Under the caption ‘Airwave 
Anecdotes’ a series of cartoons, five 
inches deep on two columns, carry a 
comedy situation with a reference 
tie-in to WHB. One cartoon reveals 
a prize fighter getting badly beaten 
and showing a glowing black eye. 
He leans over the ropes to a micro- 
phone held by an announcer and 
says: ‘If dat’s WHB, me wife’s listen- 
ing. Tell her not to fry dat beefsteak 
what’s in de ice box.’ 





WNEW Tie-Up With Police 
; New York City. 
Tie-up with ‘The Police Call.’ a 
magazine distributed among police 
executives, has been made by 
WNEW, N. Y., whereby Justin Gil- 
bert, publication's editor, will handle 
a show combatting highway acci- 
dents and juvenile delinquency. 
| Broadcasts start tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) at 8 o'clock. Various police 
chiefs will be introduced to relate 
eye-witness stories on programs, first 
being chief of Bergen County police. 
Program starts unsponsored, with 
police executives performing gratis, 
because of civic and accident cam- 
paign tie-up. 





WW/SJ's Folders For Agencies 
Detroit. 
Multi-colored folders are being 
sent monthly by WWJ to more than 
1.000 agencies and clients, as a new 














direct mailing promotion piece. First 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, Ti ie-Ups, Ideas 





7 


of a series of 12 is just off the press. 

Folders, smartly dressed, consist 
of only four pages and plugs station’s 
listener interest, coverage and fact 
it’s America’s oldest outlet. Very 
little reading matter, most of space 
being devoted to pix of WWJ's new 
studios, etc. 

Idea, according to Manager Easton 
C. Woolley, is simply to keep sta- 
tion’s name before agencies and 
clients, without overburdening ‘em 
with type, 





KLZ’s ‘Cavalcade of Music’ 
; : Denver. 

KLZ is bidding for listeners 
among music schools, high schools 
and colleges by inviting them to put 
on 15-minute musical programs over 
the station. The schools build the 
program complete, and of course all 
their friends and fond parents listen 
in to see how Junior and the girls 
go over the air. 

Series has been titled ‘Cavalcade 
of Music.’ 





‘Women in Headlines’ Stunt 

Chicago. 
_ WBBM, Columbia key here, with 
its ‘Women in the Headlines’ show 
which has Ruth Bryne as commen- 
tator, arranged for her to plane to 
Washington, D. C., for one day to 
interview Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt, 
and several women behind the 
scenes in Washington. 

Besides giving the trip a big build- 
up on its own air, the station ar- 
ranged with both International News 
Service and United Press to carry 
by-line stories supposedly by the 
girl, thus giving the commentator 
and the program national coverage. 
Papers played trip up, also, the plane 
leaving just 20 minutes after 
broadcast, and arriving only a few 
minutes after another. 





The Briarhoppers, on WBT, Char- 
lotte, N. C., for United Drug Prod- 
ucts, had as guests 30 Indians from 
the Catawba Reservation last week. 





‘Inside Stuff—Radio 


——s 





staffs. 





one 


International News Service ‘pony report’ to small radio stations, which 
has been offered gratis to station managers for the two weeks ended 
Monday (5), effective yesterday (Tues.) goes on a cash-contract basis, 
Broadcasters in two-week period were invited to listen in and test quali- 
ties and speed of new service, which is designed for stations with small 


Daily report contains about 9,000 words of copy, being sent out by short 
wave during four one-hour periods and five 15-minute periods. 
out from I.N.S. main office in New York via WEEW transmitter at Carl. 
stadt, N. J. Also from WEEX, at Chicago. 

Survey made last week by INS. officials revealed that about 50 stations 
were trying out the new abbreviated service. 


This goes 


It is framed so that it can 


be placed on the air immediately on receipt. 





Carter’s Little Liver Pills last week completed the production of its 


1,000th one-minute transcribed dramatizations. 
& Finney by Walter Craig over a period of three years. 

Despite network-owned station bans and other copy rules, account has 
no trouble finding takers among the stations. 


the locals. 


currently raging. 


All were made for Street 


Mostly on afternoons among 





One of those quaint enthusiasms that seize radio from time to time is 
Its the ‘singing mouse’ thing. NBC has found the notion 
piquant and has, among other gestures, issued a fancy brochure concern- 
ing its own canary-throated cheese-chaser. 

Stations in such widely scattered localities as Portland, Ore., Memphis, 
Detroit and other places have also bobbed up with singing rodents, 





CBS double-truck ad in Variety a couple of weeks ago, which inspired a 


has been true for a long time. 
by eastern radio. 


publication. 


all details. 


at WOR. 


return blast from Don Lee, is now a closed chapter. 
had at least the temporary result of making the Pacific stations the object 
of more attention and discussion in New York advertising circles than 
Pacific radio is a matter seldom discussed 


It seems to have 





Radio fan publication is planning to service advertising agencies with 
popularity polls on survey basis as a means of sales-promoting the fan 
Also in the offing for fall (under entirely different auspices) 
is a daily to retail at three cents and carry full program listings with 





Jimmy Scribner, one-man show over WLW, Cincinnati, has been origi- 
nating in New York for past couple of weeks. 
through Mutual salesmen for other sponsors. 

Making his headquarters for origination at WLW and for his auditions 
In view of the WLW-WHN alliance, this caused some comment, 


In Manhattan to audition 





TROUBLES SMOOTHED, 
STORE SET AT WMCA 


After several hectic weeks of 
jockeying around, WMCA, N.Y., will 
finally debut new question and an- 
swer weekly half hour programs 
Friday (9) for Alexander’s Bronx 
department stores. 


Title finally selected is ‘Quiz-dom 
Court.’ Originally, sponsor wanted 
to call program ‘Alexander’s Quiz- 
dom Court,’ and simultaneously with 
label suggestion was request that 
WMCA sign contract to assume all 
responsibility in event A. L. Alex- 
ander, who originally conducted 
‘Goodwill Court’ on WMCA, might 
sue. Station refused to do so. 


Another hitch came after sponsor 
claimed he had two RKO nabe the- 
atres in Bronx set on a deal whereby 
houses would provide ducats for 
program’s contests in exchange for 
air plugs. Theatres withdrew at last 
moment on grounds that being RKO 
sites, they felt they couldn't link up 
on promotion stunts save with NBC. 
A Leew spot in the Bronx next 
turned idea down, inferring that 
would only tie-up with Loew-owned 
WHN. Finally the department stores 
tabbed an uptown indie filmerie. 


KWK, KMOX Get B.B. 


St, Louis, April 6. 

Long pending deal between KWK 
and KMOX and management of St. 
Louis Browns for broadcasting base- 
ball from Sportsman’s Park was con- 
cluded last week and both stations 
have exclusive airing of contests. 
Any other station desiring same 
privilege must make deal with 
KMOX and KWK. 


WIL has announced it will not 
enter this field on theory there are 
plenty of dialers who want some- 
thing besides baseball during the 
summer and KSD owned by Pulitzer 
Publishing Co., which publishes 
Post-Dispatch, largest afternoon rag 
in town, does not compete with itself 
by airing games. 

Last year each station paid $7,500 
for privilege. General Mills and 
Socony Vacuum are sponsors for 











again bankroll KMOX program. 








Leon Janney on Wax 





Hollywood, April 6. 
Leon Janney will play lead in 
Transamerican’s scripter, ‘This Boy 
Joe,’ acquired for radio from Booth 
Tarkington, 


Don Becker produces in episodic 
form. 





games over KWK while Kellogg will | 





RATE CARD IS 
JUST THAT NOW 


Detroit, April 6. 

Despite prolonged sit-down strikes, 
which have cut deeply into stations’ 
jeans, rate ‘chiseling’ among local 
outlets continues on the downward 
beat. Compared with a few years 
ago, the practice is now practically 
nil. 

Occasionally there’s a wink on 
some long-term contract, but even 
that can hardly be rated a ‘chisel’ 
since station operators figure it’s jus- 
tified on the basis of contract's 
length, allowance’ for changes of 
business over the long period, etc. 

Change started coupla years ago 
with coming of better times, and due 
to fact there was plenty of biz to go 
around to all six stations. There had 
been a short relapse into cut-throat 
competish following collapse of 
NRA, but as aperators got their 
bearings again they figured every- 
body would be better off minus the 
chisel. 

Action didn’t follow any deals 
among operators, but just gradually 
transpired after several _ stations 
started falling in line and others 
followed. Whereas formerly the rate 
card meant something ‘to figure 
from,’ it has now come to be taken 
at its face value. 

While serious breaches of the rate 
card were expected in all quarters 
because of biz loss during the strikes, 
there has been no noticeable lapse 
into the former state of affairs. For 
one thing, coupla elections during 
the present difficulties have given 
stations chance to reap the harvest 
of political dollars. Whereas, prior 
to the strikes most of stations’ time 
was filled to the hilt, the free hours 
occasioned by the sit downs afforded 
a chance to put more candidates on 
the air. This, coupled with heavier 
flow of dough in general, has fore- 
stalled any thought stations might 
have had about resorting to chisel- 
ing again. 


WOW Celebrates 14th 


- Omaha, April 6. 
WOW, Omaha, celebrated its 14th 
anniversary last Friday (2), with 
Gene and Glenn coming in to do a 
special broadcast in addition to 
originating their regular programs 
for the Cornbelt Wireless network. 








Also a participant was Bob Hall, 

with his ‘Uncle Josh’ program. Hall 

is a WOR, Newark, alumnus. 
Following the celebration, John 


Gillin, WOW manager, left for Wash- 
ington to attend a directors’ meeting 
of the National Association ot 
Broadcasters, 
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Concerns Warner Copyright Pick-Ups 


What is expected to result in liti- 
gation are the implications made in 
a warning which the Warner Bros. 
publishing group has sent to the 
trade on the subject of copyright re- 
newals. This warning, contained in 
a circular letter to some 20 publish- 
ers, advised that the latter better 
check with Warner before acquiring 
the copyright renewals of any works 
in the WB catalogs. 

Letter stated that many of the 
works published by the WB firms 
prior to 1920 were written by em- 
ployees under contracts for hire and 
that such copyrights had been se- 
cured as proprietors, which, under 
section 23 of the copyright act, holds 
the sole right to renew and copy- 
right such works. Letter further sug- 
gested that competitive pubs might 
avoid acquiring worthless claims in 
compositions currently controlled by 
Warner by calling on the latter for 
copies of the old contracts. 

Some of the publishers who have 
during the past year obtained copy- 
right renewals on works originally 
put out by WB firms declare that 
their lawyers have advised them to 
stand pat on their acquisitions, These 
lawyers hold that Warner Bros. will 
have to prove that the writers 
‘under hire’ had worked solely on a 
salary and that under no circum- 
stances did this involve a drawing 
account. 


Int. Music Corp. Formed 
On Coast; Popkin Heads 


Hollywood, April 6. 
International Music Corp formed 
here last week to handle its own 
and outside pop numbers. Officers 








. are Leo Popkin, Ralph G. Pollock, 


Marty Arden and Charles Craft. ‘A 
Penny for Your Thoughts,’ by Arden 
and Craft, is the outfit’s first number. 


; ‘Coronation Waltz,’ by Oscar Baum 
in collaboration with Arden and 
Craft, is being readied. 


Fines of $1,785 Slapped 
On 27 Coast Musikers 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

Musicians local, 47, AFM, has 
assessed fines totalling $1,785, and 
handed out one expulsion, following 
conviction of 27 of its members for 
playing ‘side line’ engagements with 
independent motion picture com- 
Panies under scale. 

Expulsion from the union, plus a 
$500 fine was assessed one of its 
contractor members. Fines of $100 
each were assessed two members, 
eight drew penalties of $75 each; 
three were socked $50 each; one 
drew a $35 fine, and 12 others were 
nicked for $25 each. 


Buddy Morris West 


Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, gen- 
eral manager of Warner Bros. music 
Publishing interests, leaves Friday 
(9) for Hollywood along with Harry 
Warren and Al Dubin. Morris will 
Spend a couple weeks in the Warner 
Studios discussing forthcoming 
filmusical material. 

Warren and Dubin have com- 
pleted a number of tunes for 
Merwyn LeRoy’s next production, 
Mr. Dood Takes the Air.’ 














Frankl’s Promotion 


Abe Frankl, who was replaced by 
Sidney Kornheiser as manager of 
Famous Music Corp., is leaving for 
Hollywood in a week to become as- 
Sistant to Eugene Zukor at the Para- 
Mount studios, 

Frankl will serve as musical ad- 
Visor, 











Caution 





If radio is to curb the radio 
billing, it may lead to the same 
results which first killed off the 
1929 Hollywood-songwriting af- 
finity. Those silly song titles 
such as ‘Woman Disputed, I 
Love You’ and ‘My Dynamite 
Man, I Love’ were no gag. It 
Was a naive but purposeful 
means of hooking up a pop song 
title with a picture title. 

Today the Hollywood and tin 
pan alley men are too canny for 
anything as crude as this, yet if 
Hollywood wants that radio 
plug badly enough, it may well 
achieve it by means of having 
a title song for almost every 
film released, and thus serve as 
a musical plug for the pictures. 

Radio must recognize this, 
and radio—needing music as 
hungrily as it does, for its very 
lifeblood—might ‘play ball,’ 
however, and not lead itself 
into any such absurdities. 


RECORD ASCAP 
MELON, $1,250,000 


Royalty distribution which the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers starts mak- 
ing this Saturday (10) will represent 
the largest for any one quarter in 
the history of the organization. Col- 
lections for the first quarter of 1937 
are figured to be over $1,250,000. 

Initial quarter of this year started 
off with $150,000 already in the 
kitty, The collections for the final 
1936 quarter had been underesti- 
mated by $70,000 and there was a 
surplus of $80,000 more which had 
been set aside for foreign affiliates 
but found not due them. 


AUSTRIAN EXHIBS TO 
PAY ROYALTY FEE 


Vienna, March 26. 

Austrian Association of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers scored a 
major victory when the high court 
upheld the former’s claim to collect 
a performing fee an each ticket 
sold at the box office. Under the 
decision the film houses must pay 
the association (AKM) two groschen 
{not quite half a cent) for each ad- 
mission. 

Max Hellman, president of the 
Austrian exhibitors association, which 
fought the claim in the courts, states 
that his organization will abide by 
the verdict, although he finds it il- 
logical, since the authors and com- 
posers collect a fee from the pro- 
ducers direct. (Latter fee is for 
synchronization rights and under the 
laws of most countries such rights 
are separate from that of perform- 
ance.) 

Decision is expected to bring 
AKM an additional income of $200,- 
000 a year. 


Street Singer Suit Up 


A. Arthur Tracy (the ‘Street 
Singer’) was ordered Thursday (1) 
by N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Leary to furnish Brunswick Record 
Corp. with a bill of particulars in 
his suit to recover $24,300 which he 
claims the company owes him in 
royalties. 

Tracy claims that Brunswick failed 
to pay him for records he made be- 
tween 1932 and 1934. Defendant 
makes general denial, claiming the 
singer was paid in full for his serv- 
ices, 


























Sidney Clare and Harry Akst are 
cleffing tunes for ‘She Had to Eat’ at 
20th-Fox. 
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SUSTAINING PLUGS 
MAY BE DROPPED 








Other Music Houses Bow to 


Ukase Inspired by Mu- 
sicians’ Union Tabbing 
Tunes Out of Films as 
Commercials 





PLUG LIMITS 





Despite the bowing of every other 
firm in the business to the new NBC 
|rule which bars the broadcasting of 
restricted film tunes on sustaining 
programs, the Warner Bros. publish- 
ing group proposes to stand pat on 
its policy of getting picture title 
credit for such uses, or else. Warner 
group is prepared to have the play- 
ing of restricted film tunes limited 
to commercial programs, figuring 
that in the final analysis the plug 
value will be appreciably enhanced. 


Warner Bros. policy has been to 
keep its film tunes on the restricted 
list of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
until the week of the picture's gen- 
eral release. It doesn’t see why it 
should abandon this procedure, even 
if it means loss of representation in 


programs emanating from NBC’s 
New York or Chicago studios. If the 
network extends the ban to pro- 


grams involving bands picked up 
from hotels, cafes and other spots, 
Warner may assume more militant 
tactics and resort to other methods 
of getting the right proportion of 
plugs. 
The Wrong Way 

Management of the WB publishing 
group feels that NBC has gone about 
the things in the wrong way. As 
Warner sees it, the network could 
have been less drastic and taken up 
the situation with the publishers 
who have film score affiliations. 
NEC could have explained that the 
New York musicians union had put 
it on the spot by demanding that the 
commercial scale for instrumentalists 
be applied to sustaining programs 
which make mention of film tune 
sources, and Warner, along with 
other companies, would have been 
glad to co-operate. Warner firms’ 
management holds that it has a right 
to control and regulate the per- 
formance of its musical works as it 
sees fit and that this right to restrict 
is a cardinal principle in the licens- 
ing agreements issued by ASCAP. 

After the network had last week 
started to prune restricted film tunes 
from its sustaining programs, there 
was a hurried meeting of publishers 
who are controlled or affiliated with 
film’ producers. Represented at this 
gathering in the offices of the Music 
Publishers Protective Association 
were the Chappell Co., Irving Ber- 
lin, Inc., the Sam Fox Music Pub- 
lishing Co., Famous Music Corp. 
(Paramount Pictures) and the Metro- 
controlled group which consists of 
the Robbins Music Corp., Leo Feist, 
Inc., and the Miller Music Co. 

While the pubs at this meeting 
agreed to lift the restrictions im- 
mediately on whatever film music 
they had on the market, the Robbins 
group reserved the right to change 
its policy when it came ready to 
release the scores of ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1938’ and ‘A Day At the 
Races.’ Robbins, like Warner, may 
decide later to forego all plugs on 
sustaining programs originating in 
NBC’s New York studios, and Rob- 
bins, like Warner, may take a mili- 
tant stand if the ruling is extended 
to remote bands. 

In announcing his proposed action 


against film tunes carried on 
ASCAP’s restricted list John F. 
Royal, NBC program chief, last 


week took the position that the film 
companies had been riding on a 
free ticket long enough and that 
if they wanted their product 
plugged by way of musical number 
it could only be done on commercial 
programs, something which, he ad- 
mitted, the network had to protect, 

Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris, gen. 


(Continued on page 52) 
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Paine to ASCAP As General Mor.: 


Mills to Be Outside Contact Man 








Most Played on Air 


To familiarize the trade with } 
the tunes most on the air 
around New York, the follow- } 
ing songs were most played on 
the networks last week. Com- 
bined plugs on WEAF, WJZ 
and WABC are computed for 
the week from Sunday through 
March 28-April 3. 

*I’ve Love te Keep Me Warm 
* Too Marvelous for Words 


John G. Paine, chairman of the 
Music Publishers” Protective Asso- 
ciation, has called a meeting of 
the organization’s directors today 


(Wednesday) to tell them of thé 
proposal to make him general man- 
ager of the Amencan Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. 


Paine will recommend that Harry 
Fox, who has had charge of the 
MPPA’s mechanical licensing bu- 


reau, be assigned to replace him. 
ASCAP board of directors yester- 
day (Tuesday) voted to proffer the 





Boo Hoo 

Trust in Me 

t+ Little Old Lady 

* Where Are You? 

* Sweet Is the Word for You 
On Little Bamboo Bridge 

* Moonlight and Shadows 
When Peppies Bloom Again 
What will I Tell My Heart? 
How Could You? 

* September in Rain 

* You're Laughing at Me 
Serenade in the Night 

*You’re Here, You're There 
Wanted 

* Goodnight My Love 

*When Love Is Young 

*Let’s Call Whole Thing Off 

*Swing High, Swing Low 

* Was it Rain? 

* May I Have Next Romance? 

* This Year’s Kisses 
Mood I’m In 

* Indicates filmusical song. 

4 Indicates stage production 
song. The others are pops. 











ASCAP SLEUTH 
STUFF OKAY 


First attempt of a music user to 
restrain the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
from going after infringement evi- 
dence failed last week when the Fed- 
eral Court in the southern district of 
California dismissed a suit filed by 


the California Federated Institute, 
Inc., a trade association composed of 
tavern operators. Word of the 
court’s action was received Monday 
(5) by ASCAP'’s general counsel, 
Frohlich & Schwartz. 


In its plea for an injunction the 
CFI charged that by digging around 
for infringement information § the 
society was interfering with the 
business of its members. The com- 
plaint also accused ASCAP of being 
a monopoly and asked that it be re- 
strained also from bringing any in- 
fringement suits. 


This dismissal was on a motion of 
ASCAP counsel. 


PAINE-WOOD WORK OUT 
MUTUAL PROTECTION 


Music Publishers’ Protective Asso- 
ciation and the Music Publishers’ As- 
sociation, Ltd., of London, have got 
together on a reciprocal representa- 
tion arrangement. MPPA will act 
for the MPA in this country, while 
the MPA will look out for the 
MPPA’s affairs in Great Britain and 
the Continent. Alliance was consum- 
mated last week between John G. 
Paine, MPPA chairman, and J. H. 
Wood, the MPA managing director. 

Like the MPPA Wood's organiza- 
tion exercises a number of agencies 
and trusteeships for publishers, such 
as synchronization, phonograph rec- 
ord and transcription rights. Extent of 
the MPPA’s alliances will be made 
more international when it closes a 
deal pending with the Bureau de 
Internationale Editiones de Musique, 
or better known as BIEM. This bu- 
reau, with which the MPA is allied, 
deals in all classes of mechanical pro- 
duction rights in almost every coun- 














try on the globe. 


job to Paine, with his entry date 
| May 1. 

| Under the new setup E. C. 
| Mills will move from direction of 


| 


| the Society’s operations and assume 
the chairmanship of a newly formed 
executive or administrative commit- 
tee. Move is without political sig- 
nificance and has been under con- 
sideration for over a year. It has 
been the impression of the ASCAP 
boaid that things could be run more 
efficiently if Mills were relieved of 
all office detail, so that he could de- 
vote all his time out on the road 
contacting ASCAP’s district reps 
and making himself locally available 
in anti-ASCAP legislative and liti- 
gation matters. Directors intend to 
solve the Society’s undermanned 
problem by adding other executives, 
| Business of the Society has grown 
| sO in recent years that more thor- 
departmentalizing and desig- 





| ough 
| nation of executive duties have been 
| recognized as necessary. Paine’s 
inew connection would bring him 
$25,000 a year. Mills is payrolled at 
around $50,000 and expenses. 

Paine started with the Victor Talk- 
ing Machine Co. as a copyright ex- 
pert some 15 years ago, later going 
to Warner Bros. to handle %« copy- 
right clearances in connection with 
filmusicals. Paine came to. the 
MPPA when Mills left for his pres- 
ent ASCAP post. 


Opera for Union Benefit 
Gets Musicians at Lowest 
Rate; WEVD’s Exclusive 


Musicians’ Local 802 last Thurs- 
day (1) displayed its friendly atti- 
tude toward other affiliated unions 
when it waived an old steadfast 
rule and permitted a broadcast of 
an opera, without musikers in pit 
receiving other than ‘hall perfor- 
mance’ pay. Normally, ‘there is 
added charge when a show is broad- 
cast. 


Occasion was benefit staged at 
Madison Square Garden by Local 
89, Garment Workers’ Union, with 
‘Aida,’ staged by Salmaggi with 
troupe maestro had appearing dur- 
ing winter at Hippodrome, the bait. 

Union permitted performance to be 
aired over WEVD, New /York’s 
‘labor-union’ station, on a sustaining 
basis without pitmen getting extra 
coin, but clamped down on idea of 
WMCA doing same and spurting 
program out over the inter-City 
System. 

WMCA had carded broadcast, but 
revolted at last minute and filled in 
with other hastily hewn shows when 
station learned the musikers playing 
the opera had to have extra pay. 
WMCA was unwilling to make the 
outlay and Garment Workers 
wouldn't come across with the coin, 
either. Consequently, WEVD alone 
carried the two-and-half hour ozon- 
ing. 











Songpluggers’ Benefit 


The Professional Music Men, Inc. 
—ritz for songpluggers—stage their 
third annual benefit show this Sun- 
day (11) at the Alvin, N. Y., with 
Joe Santley in charge. 

Unlike last year’s gross of $6,200 
for the souvenir program, the 
journal is now near the $10,000 
mark .in ad space. 

PMM show is strictly a benevolent 
organization for the tin pan alleyites. 
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FIVE ONE-WEEKERS AT 
BARNESVILLE PARK 


CRA will get a nice hunk of biz 





' of Lakeside Park, Barnesville, Pa., 


with five of its bands set there on 
one-week stands starting April 18. 
Opener is Charlie Barnett. Chick 
Webb, Rita Rio, Lew Brown and 
Johnny Messner play from April 18 
to May 24 respectively. 

Another CRA’er is Mentor-on-the- 
Lake, near Cleveland, opening May 
ist, being booked by Stan Zucker of 
Cleveland office. Crews set are May 
and Lee Gordon, Austin Wylie, 
Fidler and Blue Barron. 


Harry Wallace’s band at the Vil- 
lage Brewery, N. Y., after a session 
at 1214 Club, Philadelphia. 

















PRESENTING: The 


greatest score ever written 
IRVING BERLIN'S 


“ON THE AVENUE” 


(20th CENTURY —FOX RELEASE) 





Dick | 








14-Word Title 





Rating as one of the current 
year’s crop of lengthy song 
titles is that of the Jack Mills’ 
publication, ‘I’m Still a Hill- 
billy at Heart and My Heart Is 
Still in the Hills.’ 

Maurice Sigler and Johnny 
Klenner are the writers. 


RADIO ORCHESTRA CORP. 
SIGNS UP J. T. DODD 














J. T. Dodd, manager of Dorney 
Park ballroom, Allentown, Pa., has 
signed for exclusive use of Radio 


Orchestra Corp. bands on Saturday 
nights beginning April 17 when spot 


Tremaine and Ted Black. 











Howard Hobbs Opens Well 
At Mahoney City, Pa., Spot 


Howard Hobbs opened his Lake- 
wood Park ballroom, Mahoney City, 
Pa., Easter Monday with the Hudson- 
De Lange band and an attendance of 
2,000 trippers. Follow-up band was 
Joe Haymes. Horace Heidt, Sammy 
Kaye, Shep Fields, Hal Kemp and 
Mal Hallet also set. 

Hobbs’ Ritz in Pottsville goes more 
for local area bands, with Ray 
Brown, Norman Dropkin and Ed 
Richards set. 





| 
| 











Box Office on Wheels As 
Ballyhoo Stunt for Band. 


Columbus, April 6. 

To plug Don Bestor’s one-night | 
stand at Olentangy 
| night (4) Manager Leo Haenlein | 
sent a traveling box office around | 
town to stimulate the advance sale. 
Office was on a wagon and drawn 
by—of all things—a _ horse. 

Stunt probably will be repeated | 
for bands to follow on Olentangy’s | 
night spring schedule. 














RELEASED! 


LOST HORIZON 


(WALTZ) 





From the Greatest Motion Picture 









The New Song 
Hit of the New Season! 


SPRING CLEANING 


(Getting Ready for Love) 





Arnold Johnson has reorganized 
his orc, and will trot out new ag- 
gregation for first public inspection | 
when outfit plays a vaudate at Fox, 
Philly, week of April 16. Thereafter | 
new crew will be used on the Feena- 
mint program over Mutual web. 

Newcomers to the Johnson roster 
include Eddie Wade, from White- 
man’s band; Jim Hanson, trumpet- 
eer with Vallee for past four years; 
Gary Gillis, who has been drum- 
ming for Abe Lyman; George Tudor 
and Larry Tise, saxes from Lopez 
outfit. 

Johnson still swinging the lariat 
for other musikers, notably Howard 
Smith, pianist at Onyx Club, N. Y. 








FEMME SWINGSTER 


| Lana Webster, fem swing saxo- 


| Onyx Club, N. Y., for the cocktail 
and dinner sessions, replacing the 
Spirits of Rhythm. 

Two of the Spirits, Teddy Bunn 
beer Leo Watson, now alternating 
with Stuff Smith’s crew during sup- 





| per hour, having replaced Haven 
| Johnson, composer of ‘My Last 
Affair.’ 





Henderson’s Theatre Date 
Fletcher Henderson plays a week’s 
| engagement at the Riverside theatre, 
| Milwaukee, opening April 30. 
| Single nite stands follow until May 
| 15 when he opens for CRA at Ed 








IRVING BERLIN, Inc. 


New York 
Prof 


799. 7th Ave. 


HARRY LINK, Gen Manager 





| Fox’s new Grand Terrace, Chicago. 


Blue Barron’s band continues to 
| 22nd week at the Southern Tavern, 
Cleveland, O., exiting on April 23 
| for a one-nite stint. 














New Universal's 


i nw FEIST, Inc. 1629 





Get Set for the Song Barrage on the 
“Top of the Town” 


‘(WHERE ARE YOU?” 
‘‘THAT FOOLISH FEELING’’ 
“JAMBOREE”’ 

“TOP OF THE TOWN’ 


By JIMMY McHUGH and HAROLD ADAMSON 


BROADWAY °* NEW YORK 











opens. 
Crews so far set are Felix} 
Ferdinando, Charlie Boulanger, Paul 


Park Sunday | 


Arnold Johnson’s New Men’ 


| phonist, and her band opened at the | 


| HEIDT’S WHAM GROSS 


2,800 Payees at $1.10 in 





| Draws 
Bridgeport 





| Bridgeport, April 6. 

Horace Heidt’s Brigadiers set new 
|attendance record at Ritz ballroom 
| with 2,800 payees at $1.10. Prior 
| Geena toppers this season had 
hens Shep Fields, Rudy Vallee and 
| | Benny Goodman. Heidt date marked 
first time in years Ritz had lifted 
ante above 99c. 

Jimmie Lunceford, 
Mal Hallett 
ahead. 


SALT LAKE CITY SETS 
BANDS FOR SUMMER 


Salt Lake City, April 6. 
Out-of-town name bands will be 
the magnet at Salt Lake City 

surroundiag niteries this summer. 
Wally Stoefler’s band replaces Ray 
Herbeck ditto at Hotel Utah Empire 
room April 9. Later outfit may re- 


Sammy 
for 


Kaye 


and set Sundays 











| Boston. 


and | 


a 
$< 


On the Upbeat 





Al Kavelin replaces Griff Wil- 
liams in Peacock Court, Mark Hop- 
kins Hotel, San Francisco, April 26. 
Williams moves on to Dallas and 
then to Chicago for another season 
at the Aragon-Trianon Ballroom. He 
is expected to return to the Mark 
Hopkins this Fall. 





Joe Reichman’s orchestra, now 
with the De Marcos at the Ambas- 
sador hotel, Los Angeles, opens 


at the Fairmont Hotel, Frisco, April 
18, where he will remain until the 
early part of June, when Henry 
King will 
hostelry another 


for season, 





Henry Halstead and Lou Conrad 
signed by CRA. Former will be fea- 
tured for the summer at Blossom 
Heath Club, Oklahoma City. Conrad 
is current at the Cocoanut Grove, in 
where he has Colonial and 
Yankee net wires. 





Joe Haymes booked for two solid 
months of one-nighters through N. 


Y.. Pennsy, New England and New 
| Jersey during April and May by 
As... 


turn end of May to open hotel's | 
swank summer spot, Starlight gar- 
dens. 

Lagoon, suburban resort a la 


Coney Island, will have Verdi Brien- 
holdt’s band, while Old Mill, canyon 
dance hall, has set Joe Kirkham’s 
Swingsters. 

Saltair, combo beach and dance 


| Jaffa Mosque, Altoona, Pa., 


spot, which used traveling orks ex- | 


clusively last year, 
name _ outfits, 
| month. 


will again use| 
alternating twice a/| 


Several swank country clubs con- ! 


| sidering importing bands, with local 
| musicians assured of jobs at Rendez- | 
| vous, Louvre, and Coon Chicken inn, 
| adaltiona spots, intending to install 


additional ventilating systems during 
hot weather. 


SHRIBMAN SETS DANCE | 


| 


_ GROUPS AT ASBURY 


Asbury 








Park Casino opens 








its | 


doors April 9 with Horace Heidt’s | 


| band and will continue open 
Preterm soe only until May 30 with 
name bands, 
| After Decoration Day policy will 
change to two week stands for 
| namers. Those already set by 
Charles Shribman on exclusive deal 
| are Hal Kemp, Benny Goodman and 
| Jan Garber, 


| Gallopin’ the Scale 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Jack Scholl and M. K. Jerome are 
on their 12th cleffing assignment at 
Warners for a Dick Foran western, 
‘Devil’s Saddle Legion.’ 

Pair are doing three songs, and 
when completed they’ll have written 
35 ditties for the cowboy crooner. 

Tunesmiths also are writing two 
special numbers for the Marion Da- 
vies picture, ‘Ever Since Eve.’ One 
will carry title of the film and the 
other ‘Little Star of the Night.’ 











TOLEDO HOOFERIES OPEN 
Euclid Beach Park ballroom, To- 
ledo, O., and Chippewa Lake Park 
open their doors on April 9. Former 
is operated by Harry C. Shannon 

and reputedly the largest in Ohio. 


Initial band at Euclid is Larry 
Funk’s. 





Rita Rio Girls Head South 

Rita Rio’s girl band, having fin- 
ished a one-niter tour of the Cy 
Shribman ballrooms through New 
England returns to the CRA fold for 
furthe: booking through the south. 

Dates in Pennsy, Florida, Tennes- 
see, Louisiana and Texas are being 
set by CRA, after which she goes to 
California sometime in May. 








Rudy Bundy’s Long Stay 
Rudy Bundy, going into his 24th 
week at Levaggi’s Flamingo Room, 
Boston, Mass., will remain on until 
June 1, for longest stay of any band. 
Deal being closed now for him to 
| transfer to Levaggi’s Showboat, 
| summer tub anchored in Back Bay, 
when indoor spot closes for season. 





Old Orchard Opens Aug. 24 
Old Orchard Pier, Old Orchard, 
Me., opens April 24 using name band 
policy. 
Exclusive Shribman location will 
start off with Chick Webb, who is 
now touring New England for same 





A 


office. 





ft 
on | 


| 








Skeeter Palmer, R.O.C. 
a series for Brunswick and follow- 
ing through with one-nighters 


John’s College, Brooklyn, N. Y. 





return to the Nob Hill | 


Silver Grill, Buffalo, N. ¥., for four 
weeks, on April 19, 





Nano Rodrigo and Eliseo Grenet, 
CRA tango-marimba bands, set for 
sustainers with NBC. 





Dick Fidler closed after 20 weeks 
at the Lotus Gardens, 





Toledo, O,, 
and goes on one-nighter tour for 
CRA. 

Charles Stenros followed Austin 


Wylie into the Webster 


Hall hotel, 
Pittsburgh. 


Spot has a KDKA wire, 





Zinn Arthur under recording con. 
tract to Master. 











band, doing | 


at | 
and St. | 


| 


Richard Himber and Joe Haymes | 


will do a music battle at Westchester 
Country Center, April 22, for Mau- 
rice Reidy and booker, R.O.C. 





Del Milne will spend the entire 
13-week summer season for CRA at 





local dance pavilion at Edmunds, 
Wash. Opened April 3. 
C. S. Rose will reopen his re- 


modeled Modernistic ballroom, State 


Fair Park, Milwaukee, around May 


30. 





Dick Messner’s band, under direc- 
tion of Johnny Messner, opened an 
engagement at Normandie, Boston, 
on April 4. Stays for two weeks 
under CRA deal. 





Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford Or- 
ganing at Fox theatre, Philadelphia, 
for week of April 9, with Hippo- 
drome, Baltimore, following. 





Tommy Tucker will inaugurate 
one week’s tour of California one- 
nighters April 21, before goirig into 
El Patio, San Francisco, for a run, 





Merle Carlson band goes into Ca- 
sino Gardens, Ocean Park, Cal., 
Aprli 21. 





Eddie Fitzpatrick, Jr., and his ork, 
follow Al Kavelin into the Cosmo- 
politan Hotel, Denver. M.C.A. book- 
ing. 





Glen Gray’s Casa Loma ork moves 
into the Palomar ballroom in Los 
Angel's May 25 for an indefinite 
stay. 





Sol Bright’s ork now playing at 
the Hawaiian Paradise, Hollywood 
nitery. 





Glen Miller, formerly an arranger, 
now heading a band. Currently re- 
cording for Brunswick. Rockwell- 
O'Keefe handling. 





Leon Belasco going into the Roose- 
velt Hotel, New Orleans, beginning 
April 15, for an indefinite stay. Deal 
set by Rockwell-O’Keefe. 





Lennie Hayton opens tomorrow 
night (Thursday) at the New Yorker 


Hotel, N. Y., also set by Rockwell- 
O'Keefe. 





Nye Mayhew Orch goes into the 
the Glen Island Casino, Westchester, 
N. Y., May 27, following completion 
of his run at Hotel Statler, Boston. 





Dixieland Jazz band goes into the 





Harms Presents 


From 


“READY, WILLING AND ABLE” 


TOO MARVELOUS 
FOR WORDS 


JUST A QUIET 
EVENING 


SENTIMENTAL AND 
MELANCHOLY 


European Hit 


VIENNA DREAMS 
I'M HATIN’ THIS 
WAITIN’ AROUND 


A New Swing Hit 


92nd STREET 


From 
“The King and the Chorus Girl” 


FOR YOU 


HARMS, INC., RCA Bldg., N. Y. 
MACK GOLDMAN, Prof, Mer. 














Songs You'll Hear and 
Rave About 


When Love 
Is Young 


Did Anyone 
Ever Tell You? 


From the new Universal picture, 
“When ars Is Young” 


Thum AWaltz 


new waltz hit by Gordon and 
Reval from the 20th Century-Fox 
film, “This Is My Affair” 


-e- 


AAitcer Music, [AC. 


1619 BROADWAY + NEW YORK 




















~~ GORDON and REVEL Click Recto 


i} 





Robbins Music Corporation 


[ 


in 20th Century-Fox’s “WAKE UP AND LIVE” 
Featuring Walter Winchell, Ben Bernie and Alice Faye 


NEVER IN A MILLION YEARS 
THERE’S A LULL IN MYLIFE WAKE UP AND LIVE 
I'M BUBBLING OVER | | 





IT’S SWELL OF YOU 








799 7th Ave., New York | 
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| TED’S 127 BANDS 


4 | Last Week’s 15 Best Sellers ($7,000,000 DATES |Philly Union in Drive Against 
Pf amcamte tere correo ag eee |! INGE MAY, Non-Union Tap Rooms, Cafes, Etc 











Seen 











department. Song title and publisher of the best selling 15 are 
. ; included; only the title of the song is recorded in the air plugs.]} ee Philadelphia, April 6. 1523 Locust, College Inn, Venice 
EE EE ED dn ecccbcsgeboecsestecseesqnees .+s.Chappell . Campaign by Musician’s Local | Grille, and Famous Bar Tavern. 
00 HOO .ccccees beesee Se eT eee oeeee Shapiro Now Has Many Exclusive | here to organize nitery bands will Tomei said there will be no ats 
*Moonlight and Shadows .........eeeeceseeceseseees POpular Spots—Rapid Growth in ——, at end of this week, A. A.| tempt to get big prices from smair 
hen My Dreamboat Comes Home........ we cceseee Witmark . omel, prez, told Variety yesterday. | cafe owners. He declared that scale 
ee wil I Tell My Heart?..........cceccecceceees Crawford Less Than Year—dActive Announcement of contemplated ac- | here is lower than in any other city 
‘This Year’s Kisses ......... pil aidieesaeuds occcesee Berlin Organization with Four | 0" has been guarded to prevent|of comparable size and may be 
On a Little Bamboo Bridge...............00 we eeee Morris formation of nitery group to block | lowered even more if necessary to 





oe 


Trust in Me 


*Goodnight My Love .. 
Serenade in the Night....... 


ceeeee 


*My Little Buckaroo 

*Too Marvelous for Words..... 

* Indicates filmusical song. 
others are pops. 





When the Poppies Bloom Again ........0.+e+eeee0e-5napiro 


*]’ve Love to Keep Me Warm.......«+«..- 


*Sweet Is the Word for You...... 


t Indicates stage production song. 
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eoeee Witmark 
».- Harms 
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CLYDE LUCAS LEAD-OFF 


IN WLW-CRA REMOTES 





Clyde Lucas’ orchestra will be first 
to utilize station WLW, Cincinnati, 


under CRA wire deal when he opens | 


at the Beverly Hills Country Club, 
Ft. Thomas, Ky., Ap.** 7%. 

CRA and station closed deal last 
week for former to use 10 half hours 
weekly of station’s open time. 





Overtime Dispute on 
Farley’s Philly Follies 


Philadelphia, April 6. 

Suit growing out of contract to 
furnish music for Democratic Na- 
tional Convention here last June was 
brought by Lt. Joseph Frankel, band 
leader, last Thursday. He is at- 
tempting to force the Musicians’ 
Protective Association to turn over 
to him an $1,800 balance he says 
exists from the $6,040 he received 
and surrendered to the union to pay 
off the men. 

Union officers declare $5,775 was 


Regional Booking Centres 


NAMES 


Charlie Green’s 
| Radio Artists has 


| 
| 


Consolidated 
experienced what 


is probably one of the most un- 
usual growths in show biz within 
the past year, and certainly the 





speediest maturity in the band book- 
ing field. From an organization sport- 
ing seven orchestras, and with little 
| influence, CRA has grown to num- 
ber 127 bands on its roster, among 
| which are 10 of the country’s fore- 
| most; has acquired exclusive book- 
| ing privileges at 18 locations; has 
| opened four branch offices through- 
|out the country in Hollywood, Chi- 


|}cago, Cleveland and Dallas, and 
|has become affiliated with sev- 
eral important organizations. Since 


| officially established in Radio City, 
)N. Y. May 18, 1936, the new CRA 
| has handled $2,000,000 worth of band 
| bookings to date, which is less than 


the move before Union was ready to 
strike. 

Tomej said there would be no 
picketing, no violence, no cessation 
of work until owner of each spot 
without a union band has been called 
on and given every possible chance 
to arbitrate and reach an agreement 
with the Union. 

‘We're not looking for trouble,’ the 
Union prexy declared. He indicated 
that the Union would conscript pick- 
ets and wouldn’t work on more than 
a few spots at one time. 

Union will strike first at 20th Cen- 
tury Tavern, downtown bistro. 
Tomei said. Band there is Barney 
Zeeman, which was union until fined 
$500 in December for playing under 


scale. Other spots mentioned are 




















bring some open spots in. Scale now 
divided into A, B and C type places, 
Tomei said .. new range midway be* 
tween B and C will be inaugurated, 
for places which are bigger than tap- 
rooms but not big enough to pay the 
B scale. 

Meetings with employers may be 
held in City Hall offices of Mayor's 
Labor Board, Tomei declared, to pre- 
vent repetition of affair when he 
called on Benny the Bum. He 
claims to have been biffed by strong 
arm waiters, 





Casa Loma Opens Bristol 
Casa Loma band unshutters Charles 
Shribman’s Lake Compounce Casino, 
Bristol, Conn., on May 2. 
Spot will be a one niter for name 
attractions when in swing. 








Stein's Chicago Pause distributed and not enough remained |a year’s time. 


gin eo 


© We are proud to. 








; Chicago, April 6. | to cover overtime put in by the men.| Although established for several 
a J. C. Stein, president of Music| Frankel still owes them $1,631.75,| years as CRA, organization really 
; Corp. of America, due back in local | they charge. Judge Lamberton took | started, of course, with Green's ac- 
headquarters next Monday (12), | the case under consideration. quisition of NBC’s bands when net - 
after his sojourn on the Coast. dropped its band booking depart- announce the appoini- 
Will. be.here.about a week before Hal Kemp plays at the Trianon, pect = aoe ecg ogee 
hopping ints, New York. Greensboro, N, C., on April 7. Sceatr of ME cad Genk bande 








was nucleus of new setup which 
.f| eventually absorbed or became af- 
filiated with Universal Feature At- 
tractions, Cleveland, O., Mills Art- 
ists, Kennaway, Inc., and Fanchon 
& Marco. Deal closed last week 
gives CRA bands 10 half hours 
weekly on country’s largest radio 
station, WLW, Cincinnati; Similar 
deal also in effect with Hearst Radio, 
emanating from WINS, N. Y. Talent 
raids on other offices helped swell 
the list, also. 

CRA has within the specified time 
upped its opérating personnel, ex- 
clusive of talent catalogue, from 
about 10 to 75 people. It’s offices in 
the RKO building, Radio City, N. Y. 
have undergone similiar expansion, 
having been enlarged three times 
since opening. 

Tieups consummated are takeover 





Wee aE oo Gs 


SIDNEY KORNHEISER 


as manager of Famous 





Third Annual 


MUSIC MEN, Inc. 
of all Irving Mills bands for one- 


Alvin Theatre, New York 


agreement with F. & M. for co- 


SUNDAY APRIL Ii operative bookings on shows and 
. 


bands, takeover of Universal at- 
tractions, and the absorbtion of Ken- 


A G AL AXY OF STARS caemee, tne, tenine aaah acldinal 


Theatre Party 











— 


Music Corporation 


and 





of 


ABE FRANKL 


to a musical advisory 


the promotion 


acquisition of NBC catalog. Ex- 
clusive spots are Pierre and St. 
Moritz hotels, N. Y., La Sallie and 
Drake hotels, Chicago, .New Ken- 
more hotel, Albany, N. Y. and 
Muehlbach hotel, Kansas City, and 
following niteries and clubs, Casino 
Parisian, Chicago, French Casino, 
N. Y., Merry-Go-Round, N. /Y., 
Meadowbrook C. C., Cedar Grove, 
N. J., Playland, Rye, N. Y., Steel 
Pier, Atlantic City, N. J.. Southern 
Tavern and Cabin Club, Cleveland, 
O., Webster Hall hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Commodore Perry hotel, Toledo, O., 
Trianon, B. R., Cleveland, and Bev- 
erly Hills Club, Ft. Thomas, Ky. 
CRA’s ace bands include Paul 
Whiteman, Jack Denny, Russ Mor- 
gan, Don Bestor, Ferde Grofe, Clyde 
Lucas, Joe Venuti, Duke Ellington, 
Cab Calloway, Ina Ray Hutton, 
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Your Favorites of the Stage, Screen, Radio, 
; Niteries Will Appear 
Fletcher Henderson, King’s Jesters, 


P-O-S-|=T-|-V-E=L-Y 
Ben Pollack, Jolly Coburn and Bar- 


aw— ney Rapp. This does not include 25 
cocktail-room units of two to four 
locomotive musicians, for which 

° CRA was the first to establish a 
? Tickets on Sale at the Box-Office | regular booking and casting depart- 
ment. 


capacity at Paramount's 


West Coast Studios 


J) 


ne cee om 





FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 
LOU DIAMOND 
President 








Ruggles Beach Opens April 9 

Charles Ruggles, operator of 
| Ruggles Beach Pavilion, near Cleve- 
| land, O., opens his spot on April 9 
/on an exclusive band deal with CRA. 
Emil 











| ) Proceeds for Unemployment Emergency Fund | 


Opening attraction is 


| Velazco’s orchestra, 
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Dise Reviews 
By Abel Green 


Fred Astaire and Johnny Green 
have collabed on a corking set of 
Brunswick waxings of the ‘Shall We 
Dance’ (RKO) tunes by George and 
Ira Gershwin. Considering _the 
Astaire dominance of the disks, 
either vocally or in taps, Green also 
has done a highly creditable job in 
the arrangements thereof and the | 
opportunities, no matter how limited, | 
to display his band’s dexterity plus | 
some of his pianologistic prominence 
in solo snatches. ‘Slap That Bass’ | 
is perhaps the highlight on Bruns- | 
wick 7856 in ‘conversation’ between 
Astaire’s taps and the string-bass | 
whose tempos he echoes and emu- 


lates. It’s a clever and highly effec- | 


















The Love Song 
That Has Become a Classic 


SERENADE 
IN THE NIGHT 


2 New Cotton Club Classics 


Where Is the Sun? 
Old Plantation 


'LL NEVER TELL YOU 
1 LOVE YOU 


THE TROUBLE WITH 
ME IS YOU 


SUPPOSING 


| solely vocal in ‘Dance.’ What will be 


_tive arrangement, Astaire doing the | 


| good: his woodwinds moderate the 


vocals as well as the taps. It’s 
backed with ‘They All Laughed.’ The 
title song with ‘Let’s Call the Whole 
Thing Off’ (No. 7857) is the only 
other couvlet in which Astaire does 
taps, i. e. in ‘Dance,’ whereas it’s 





the ‘commercial’ hit of the score, 
‘They Can’t Take That Away From 
Me,’ is paired with ‘Beginner's Luck,’ ! 
Astaire doing vocals only in both, | 
and the Green technique letting it- | 
self go. Pianist-maestros like Johnny | 
Green, Eddy Duchin, et al. must} 
have long since discovered the sales | 
appeal of playing the melody 
straight, with not too much fol-de- | 
rol and distortion. When Green| 
wants to get fancy he has a forth- | 
right brass section that’s plenty | 


| ‘Luck’ number; his saxes  and| 
| brasses hold interesting musical 
double-talk in novelties like the} 
| potatoes-potahtoes number (‘Call 
Whole Thing Off’), but throughout 
both Astaire and Green recognize 
that the Gershwins have given them 
| a very fertile score and they take 
| fullest advantage of the clever word- 
| age and the engaging melodic ap- 
peal. For an ultra-modern tune- 
smith like George Gershwin this is 
perhaps his most commercially ap- 
pealing set of melodies, written 
right into the picture audience’s lap, 
and a wise move it is too. 

On the subject of song excerpts | 
from the screen, Nelson Eddy and |} 
Jeannette MacDonald with Nathaniel | 
Shilkret’s expert orchestral backer- | 
uppering have a very nice Sigmund 
Romberg couplet in ‘Will You Re- | 
member?’ from ‘Maytime’ and ‘Fare- | 
4329 





well to Dreams.’ Victor (red 
seal). 

Irving Mills debuts his Master and 
Variety record labels (American | 
Record Corp. affiliations) with an/| 
impressive roster. Duke Ellington 
proves himself a rug-cutter for hoof- 
music with ‘I’ve Got to Be a Rug 
Cutter’ and the ‘New East St. Louis 
Toodle-O,’ both original composi- 
tions, and done in the distinguished 
Ellingtonian style. Mills’ other ace, 
Cab Callows debuts for the new 
brand with ‘swing, Swing, Swing’ 
(Harry White) and ‘That Man is 
Here Again,’ Samson-Collins’ tin pan 
alley salute to the Ken Murray- 
Oswald show with its ‘oh yea-h-h-h’ 
catchphrase. Calloway is less hi-de- 
ho in this couplet but nonetheless 
effective. 

Truly distinguished is Raymond 
Scott’s Quintet on Master 108 with 
‘Minuet in Jazz,’ arranged by the 
maestro, backed by ‘Twilight in 
Turkey,’ another colorful jazz work. 
Scott is at the ivories, Dave Harris, 
sax: Pete Pimiglio, clarinet; Dave 
Wade, trumpet: Louis Shoubel, bass, 
and Johnny Williams, drums (which 
makes it a sextet, despite the Quin- 
tet billing). Thev cut lots of fancy 
cavers on this disk. 

Red Nichols and his crack swing- 
sters. plus the Three Songies for the 
vocals, cull two from ‘Shall We 
Dance’—‘Call the Whole Thing Off’ 








the Nation’s New 
Song Favorite 


‘SEVENTH HEAVEN’ 


teom the 20th Century-Fox 
Picture 


“Seventh Heaven” 


teom “One In A Million” 


‘WHO'S AFRAID OF 
LOVE’ 
‘ONE IN A MILLION’ 


~S eZ 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORK.NY 
PHIL KORNHEDSER, Mgr. 








and ‘They All Lauvhed.: Variety 502. 


; summer. 
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Music Notes 





WB Resists 





Mills Music, Inc., will publish. 


NBC Edict | 








Leon Belasco and his orchestra 
with Wes Vaughn and the Andrews 
Sisters (3), from the Hotel New 
Yorker, recording for Brunswick, as 
is Emery Deutsch from the Rainbow 
Grill. Ruby Newman at the Rain- 
bow Room waxes for Victor. 





Jack Stern and Harry Tobias have 
completed two tune for B, F. Zeid- 
man’s Grand National picture, 
‘Sweetheart of the Navy.’ Numbers | 
are theme song and ‘I Want You to 
Want Me.’ 








Ted White, songwriter, now on 
KYW, Philadelphia, placed new song 
with Robbins, ‘Moonlight on the} 
Water.’ White and Jack Meskill have | 
been writing together on Coast last | 





Oscar Straus has set ‘Make a Wish’ 
and ‘Old Man Rip’ as titles of melo- 
dies he'll do for the Principal Pic- 
tures production, ‘Make a Wish,’ for 
Sol Lesser. Lew Alter and Paul 
Webster will do the lyrics. 





Max Steiner is preparing the mu- 
sical score for David O. Selznick’s 
‘A Star is Born.’ 





Jack Mills has bought the Ameri- 
can rights to ‘She Couldn’t Say Boo 
to a Goose’ from Cecil Lennox, Brit- 
ish publisher. 





Connie Lee has completed a tune, 
‘Smile for a Lady,’ which Maurice 
Conn will use in ‘Whistling Bullets,’ 
starring Kermit Maynard. 





Oppenheim-Tobias Floor Show 

Dave Oppenheim and Henry To- 
bias have turned out the score of | 
the new ‘Hollywood Revels of 1937’ 
for the Hollywood Restaurant, N. Y. 








Marion Chase cutting pair of new 
songs, ‘Kept’ and ‘Irons in the Fire,’ 
for Liberty Music Stores. Edwin 
Gilbert and Alex Fogarty wrote ’em. 





Hoagy Carmichael writing score 
for ‘Artists and Models’ at Para- 
mount. 





the Suzi-Q,’ on Variety 522, while 
another vocal novelty, called the 
3 Peppers (with piano, bass and 
guitar accomp) scat ‘Alexander Rag- 
time’s Band’ and ‘Get the Gold’ on 
Variety 523. The Joneses outshine 
the Peppers. These are among the 
Mills highlights of his new crop and 
augurs well for his unit. That 
Milis’ recordings are partial to Mills 
Music, Inc. tunes is pardonable, 
especially since the songs happen to 
be there, basically. 

Rudolph Friml, Jr. and his orches- 
tra are more melodic on Master 107 
with ‘Begin the Beguine’ and John 
Redmond-Lee David's ‘Sorority 
Waltz.’ 














Midge Williams has been given a 
novelty dance backup called the 
Jazz Jesters on Variety 519 with 
‘Walkin’ the Dog,’ the old Shelton 
Brooks tune. and a swing version of 
‘Shade of the Old Anvovle Tree.’ an- 
other vet tune by Williams and Van 
Alstyne. 

The 5 Jones Boys are a vocal 
noveltv with instrumental accomp so 
| that it’s almost a dance disk. doing 





Ozzie Nelson also recourses to the 
Astaire filmusical for ‘You Can't 
Take That Away from Me,’ paired 
with ‘They All Laughed,’ on Blue- 
bird 6873, while 6875 is more heated 
with ‘Whoa Babe,’ Larry Clinton's 
novelty foxtrot, backed by ‘Poor 
Robinson Crusoe,’ another in the 
‘Christopher Columbus’ cycle by Al 
Stillman-Alex Hyde-Basil Adlam, 
quite an oddity in rhythm tune ideas, 
and expertly rhythmed by the Nel- 





‘Mr. Ghost Goes to Town’ and ‘Doin’ 


sonites. 





While all phonograph record bus 


dealer business has jumped so fast 
chanical business. 


cal and dealer business has changed 
merly the rating was 70% of gros 
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The Sensational Ballad 


When My 
Dream Boat 
Comes Home 


From “MY LITTLE BUCKAROO” 
Starring DICK FORAN 
THE GREATEST WESTERN BALLAD 


MY LITTLE 
BUCKAROO 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
CHARLIE WARKEN, Prof. Sgr. 
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in dealer sales. This ratio has now 
and 40% 
chanical biz dropping a like amoun 
the same line week after week. 

















consists of ‘Boo Hoo,’ ‘Chapel in 
returning to Paris April 14. 


syndicate. 


Warner Bros.’ publishing group 


of the tune, Hoagy Carmichael and 


Chappell is handling the show's en 


| whooper-upper for Japanese music, 








Inside Stuff—Music 


_ past year and continues on the upgrade in zoom fashion, the American 
Record Co. finds that the surprising and hopeful aspect is the fact that its 


) Which means that the sale of records for home con- 
sumption is on the march in a big way, and it is hoped will shortly again 
be the big volume item on the books. 


Taking 100% as the total sales of records, the split-up between mechani- 


for dealers, the home consumption jumping 10% and the me- 





Francois Salabert, French publisher, during his latest visit to this 
side bought the rights to the ‘On the Avenue Score’ from Irving Berlin, 
Inc., and also three pop tunes from Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 


Salabert figures to make more frequent trips to America from now on 
with a view to getting more intensive exploitation for the French writers 
connected with the shows produced on this side by the French Casino | 





Lady,’ although the number carries the Chappell Co.’s stamp. Both writers 


|f| WB, and the royalty divvy was made part of the contract which per- 
| | mitted the work to go into the Broadway musical, ‘The Show Is On.’ 





Vincent Lopez, taking a musical ¢ 


| will do a little of the former for the sake of the latter. 
| Nipponese music rendered into American dance arrangements will be 
tossed off by Lopez over CBS Sunday (11). 


iness has hopped considerably in the 


that it has almost overtaken the me- 


a total of 20% in the past year. For- 
s sales for mechanicals. against 30% 
been established as 60% mechanicals 


t. And the trend is continuing along 


Latter 
the Moonlight’ and ‘Timber.’ 


is collecting a royalty on ‘Little Old 


Stanley Adams, are under contract to 


tire score. 


ue from Claude Lapham, chief Yankee 
and a publicity cue from Joe Glaston, 


|} something 


“Davis charged that the code as now 


He is | 


(Continued from page 49) 





mgr. of the Warner Bros, music pub- 
lishing interests, will meet with 
Royal today (Wednesday) or tomor- 
row to discuss the situation. 


Royal’s Motives 

While prompted by an entirely 
different motive, Royal’s action has 
forcefully brought to the surface 
that has been agitating 
small indie pubs for the past sev- 
eral years. It is the question of how 
to break through the handicaps of 
exploitation which this penchant 
among band leaders has created. 
Along with this plaint -has-come the 
warning that unless exploitation fa- 
cilities are more equelized: the -de- 
velopment of new writing talent 
would be seriously thwarted «and 
that in a few years a small coterie 
of film composers will be holding 
the publication roost all to-them- 
selves, 

John G. Paine, MPPA chairman, 
last week took further cognizance of 
Joe Davis’ wire of protest to the 
FTC regarding the proposed cause. 


drafted would serve to enhance, if 
not intensify, the advantages now 
held by the producer controlled pub- 
lishing houses. 

Paine said that Davis, in espousing 
the cause of the small indie pub- 
lisher, wasn’t giving much consid- 
eration to the fact that his argu- 
ments are in strong conflict with 
complaints made to the FTC several 
months ago. These complaints con- 
tended that the producer controlled 
firms were. receiving substantial 
sums of money from motion picture 
producers for use in exploiting their 
scores. 

This money, the complainants 
stated, went toward paying for 
special arrangements and plugs, with 
the result that the small indie pub- 
lisher who did have such sums to 
play with found himself in a weak 
competitive position, and choked off 
from various media of exploitation. 
It was these complaints which 
started the FTC’s investigation of the 
music industry dast July and cul- 
minated, said Paine, in the adoption 
of an anti-bribery pledge the fol- 
lowing month and the subsequent 
plea to the commission for a general 
trade conference. 


Davis now complains, said Paine, 
that the proposed code, which would 
suppress these very practices, has all 
the earmarks of a serious threat to 
the small indie publisher. About 
the best the commission can hope to 
gather from this, added Paine, ts 
that the small indie publisher, 
which Davis theoretically espouses, 
doesn’t know what he is talking 
about, for he certainly can’t be right 
both ways. °* 


Changes Whole Pattern 


If the publishing firms which spe- 
cialize in filmusicals find that they 
can do nothing but abide by NBC’s 
ban on restricted tunes for sustain- 
ing programs, the business of picture 
tune exploitation will, the trade 
realizes, have to undergo a radical 
change. There will be an entirely 
new method of setting score release 
dates, so that the latter will come 
closer to the general release dates of 
the pictures concerned. 


Under the new method of plug 
operations the restrictions would be 
imposed only long enough to give 
NBC commercial programs first crack 
at the new score and also make it 
available to the top rung of band- 
leaders with hotel or cafe connec- 
tions. Only rub in this pattern 
would be the circumstance that 
there are a number of major com- 
mercials which won't play a tune 
unless it had been brought into 


FROM ‘RONKONKOMA’ 
TO LOVE—$50,000 SUIT 


Twentieth Century-Fox, Fox Film 
Corp., Mack Gordon and Harry 
Revel, the songwriters, and Robbins 
Music Corp. were named Thursday 
(1) as defendants in an infringement 
action brought by Charles McCord, 
songwriter, in N. Y. Federal Court. 
McCord seeks an injunction, account- 
ing and $50,000 damages. 

According to the plaintiff, the de- 
fendants lifted the music of a piece 
entitled, ‘I'll Always Remember Ron- 
konkoma,’ which he wrote in 1936, 
in the composition of the Gordon- 








proadcast prominence. Big problem 
would be to keep the tunes from get- 
ting too frequent performance from 
the minor contingent of dance maes- 
tros. It’s a realignment of control 
which the picture pubs expect io 
give them plenty headaches. 

As things now operate, the pub- 
lisher with a restricted film tune can 
so adjust matters that the band of 
his own preference gets the permis- 
sion in the event there is a conflict 
of use on a _ network’s program 
schedule. 








VISIT OR WRITE 


YOU'RE PRECIOUS 
- TO ME 
A-HUNTING I WILL GO 
IT’S HIGH TIME 
4 WHAT A HEAVENLY 
4 TWO ROCKING CHAIRS 
NIGHT 


STARDUST ON THE 
__ MOON 
IF WE HAVE A 
RAINY SUNDAY 
HAVANA’S CALLING 
ME (Rumba) 


Orchestrations 50c each 
- 


RADIO CITY «+ N.Y. 














jUST OUT! 
“CURLY TOP’S 
BIRTHDAY ”’ 


Dedicated to Shirley Temple 


—_ 


The New 
KALMAR-KUBY SONG HIT 


“THE MOON IS IN 
THE SKY” 


Fr MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CC 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 





le Agents 


NEW YORK 














WARREN AND DUBIN 
At Their Best in These 


SEPTEMBER IN THE RAIN 


MELODY FOR TWO 
HOW COULD YOU? 
SUMMER NIGHT 


A TERRIFIC HIT! 


GEE! But You're Swell 


WATCH FOR ' 
WARREN and DUBIN’S 
GREAT SCORE FROM 
THE “SINGING MARINE” 


* 

REMICK MUSIC CORP. 
1250 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 
| CHARLIE WARREN. Prof. Mav. 
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THE BALLAD 
SENSATION 


(TONIGHT ) 


NOW THRILLING 
THE WORLD 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 





Revel song, ‘Goodnight My Love,’ 
featured in the motion picture ‘Stow- 














away.’ 
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VARIETY 53 





VAUDE—NITE CLUBS 





Stripper Opens in London; Plenty 
Biz and Censors, But No Shocks 





Temperament? 





Chicago, April 6. 
Eddie Burke, former radio 
announcer and m.c., lately a 
singing mouse impresario, is 








+ back in town after being on the 





road four days with his furry 








Theatres Staging Own Units to Save 


2 


Producers Profit; N.G. Unit Season 





> 








London, April 6. AFA Opposes la canary. Mikey, the warbler, 17 Tak B th: Cutting out the middleman profit 

New Vie Palace bill is headed by P n || sang swell on the nets and in Nat l Tours es ba ’ is being practiced more and more by 

R Ray, whom George Black paid F P A A di ° |! Chicago, but refused to even ° ed C ° S theatres as an economy measure on 
eas salary rather than include or Fro ct u ition. chirp in the Danvilles and Pioneer raise teamers Stage shows. Unit producers are 
rel in the current Palladium show. Galesburgs. | ee finding their productions heavy on 
House was a complete sell-out for New York Piccadilly hotel’s plans | Last Burke saw of the || National Pleasure Tours, Inc., first| the!t hands, while theatres, indie 
poth shows on opening day (Mon-| for a special ‘audition’ night for pro || cheese-eater, he was in Bloom- || in the field few years back with the and circuit, are slapping together 


day), gross hitting approximately 
$2780 on the day, which is an all- 


acts in its Georgian Room is meet- 





ington, Ill., as a lobby display. 





ing with opposition from the Ameri- 





} 





dn-pue-Aep-ol 
applied Sat. (3) in Southern Division | 


‘Sury} 9SInsd weIas0 


their own presentations. 
According to some theatre ops, the 


time high. can Federation of Actors even be- | of the N. Y. Bankruptcy Court oo gained via their own produc- 

Audience included the Secretary | fore it starts. AFA has written the | BRIT VAF CALLS a voluntary bath. | tions sometimes reach as high as 
of the Public Morality Council and | hotel that it will picket the spot if | e Listed liabilities, exclusive of sev- | $2,000 a week. This is effected 
members of the London County | the policy is put into effect. eral claims said to be unknown, in-| through eliminating the profit, as 


Council, as well as several Scotland 
Yard detectives incognito, with the 
stripper proving the most-dressed 
representative of her clan ever seen. 

Rest of the bill contains some real 


entertainment, including the Three 
Newcomers, Sylvia Froos, an excel- | 


lent bet here, but in need of a re- 
vised choice of material; Marie Hol- 
lis, splendid contortionist; Al Verdi 
and Thelma Lee, disappointing; Car- 
dini, back after three years, and still 
supreme in his class; Carroll and 
Howe, over splendidly; Vic Oliver, 
outstanding; Jack Powell, over nice- 
ly; despite being the most imitated 
act. here; Roy, Lee and Dunn, negli- 
gible. 

Although Miss Ray was contracted 
to open at the San Marco, nitery, 
last night (5) also, management de- 
ferred the opening. 

C.:B. Cochrane opened his new 
Trocadero cabaret revue the same 


Piccadilly hotel’s plans were for | 
One night to be set aside for new | 
pro talent, with agents, bookers and 
| picture talent seouts invited to send 
acts for auditions in front of au- 
diences. Was to go into effect in 
couple of weeks. 

AFA, however, claims that rather 
than a magnanimous gesture to new 
and unseen acts, it is ‘nothing but a’ 
scheme to get free talent.’ 

without explanation. 


There had been squawks about too 
9 many Americans playing in vaude 
here and VAF was seemingly bitter, 

| 


OFF ALIEN ACT 
SOUAWK 


London, April 6. 
Variety Artists Federation, sched- 
jguled to hold a meeting yesterday (5) 
to discuss alien labor conditions in 
the trade, suddenly cancelled it 





yelping loudly for ‘action.’ Evidently 
officials of the organization have 
| thought it over, however, and de- 
cided that it is the better part of | 
wisdom to lay off for the time being 





N. Y. Musicians Local 802 and the 
American Federation of Actors car- | 


clude the Holland American Line, | 
$206,325; Prince David, Ltd., $40,000; | 
United Advertising Agency, $31,755; | 
Davidson Press, Inc., $33,524. 

National Tours pioneered char- 
tered cruises for a couple of years | 
very successfully until ship lines be- 
gan operating stunt themselves, and 
field became crowded with other 
competitors. Ralph Dellevie  or- 
ganized and became president of Na- 
tional Tours. 


RADIO UNIT'S BIG 
CINCY BUILDUP 





| Cincinnati, April 6. 
| Strongest publicity campaign in 





well as the natural 
indie producer tags on. 

Beside the economy standpoint, 
theatres prefer their own produc- 
tions because of being able to exer- 
cise their own ideas as to the talent. 
When buying units from an indie 
producer the operators have to ac- 
cept his layout, or else make sub- 
stitutions which, usually not suffi- 
ciently rehearsed, don’t always tit. 

Paramount frequently puts _to- 
gether its own shows for spots like 
the Michigan, Detroit, and Metro- 
politan, Boston. Four or five acts 
are augmented at these houses by a 
line of 12 girls, with the theatre pro- 
viding the costumes and scenery, 
which it rents for the week. Pre- 
sentations are given titles and, for 
all the payees know, are touring at- 
tractions. 

Between this growing practice of 
theatres, plus the reduced playing 


overhead, an 


night. Entitled ‘Eve in the Park,’ | ried the picketing campaign for the | Perhaps waiting results of the | local theatre history is being given navaith Med ac ae Slaaes ame 
show features a nude girl enclosed | return of live music and stage shows | Dickstein business in Washington. a alain a ¢ WLW acts at the os) po ee 
in a huge glass shower-bath, step-|t) downtown Brooklyn Friday (2) e stage show oO acts a small for these shows and layoffs 


ping out and dressing from skin to 
outer garments. Artistic and allur- 
ing, the twist went over nicely. 

On the new Holborn bill, Roy 
Smeck, given 12 minutes, proved 
outstanding. Smeck withdrew from 
Palladium show after his act was cut 
to a minimum. 





Ban on Femme Imps, 
Says Det: M. D., 1 Way 
To Stop Sex Murders 


Detroit, April 6. 
Exclusion of female impersonators, 








| 
Houses affected are RKO’s Albee | 
and Orpheum, and Loew’s Metro- | 
politan. 
It’s the first time that the pickets | 
have travelled across the river, | 
though the campaign in Manhattan, | 
thus far ineffectual in making an | 
impression on the theatre operators, | Fire of undetermined origin de- 
has been on for several months. |stroyed Schneider's Gardens here, 
Couple of the New York pickets | largest and most elaborate beer tav- 
have been moved to Brooklyn. One/ern in Michigan, early yesterday 
of them is the.verbal picket who | (Monday), with $100,000 loss. One- 
was stationed in front of RKO’s | story brick spot, seating 2,000, fea- 
Palace, on Broadway, for months, | tured weekly revues with five acts 
and is now at the Albee. Another is | and line. 
a picket who is, or pretends to be,| Floyd Snyder’s band, playing spot 
deaf. He's especially forte as a/for past two months, lost all its 
parader because he doesn’t hear the | equipment, including $1,500 worth of 
insults levelled at him by theatre | instruments bought two weeks ago. 


RAZED BY 1006 FIRE 


Detroit, April 6. 





staffs. 


RKO Shubert, which starts Friday 
(9), mainly through repeated plugs 
on numerous programs of the 500,000 
watter. Engagement, first local all- 
radio line-up to play a major house, 
will end the Shubert’s vaudefilm sea- 
son. 

All RKO theatres, six downtown 
and two nabes, are plugging the 
WLW flesh presentation with trail- 
ers. Along with the air and screen 
publicity campaign is an extra dose 
of newspaper publicity. Among the 
acts to take part are Paul Sullivan, 
the Smoothies, DeVore Sisters, Vicki 
Chase, Brown County Revellers, Carl 
Freed’s harmonica band, Charles 
Dameron, Ray Shannon, Mary Ol- 
cott, the Virginians, the Wildcats, a 
‘five-minute sketch from ‘Famous 





were frequent. Most of the shows 
budgeted at over $3,000 could hope 
for only a maximum of 10 or 12 
weeks, with the producer getting 
back his nut and a profit in that 
time, or else. 

As an instance, the season's best 
production effort, according to a 
consensus of bookers’ opinions, 
played only five weeks, all for RKO, 
with the producers going in the red. 
This was ‘The World’s Fairest On 
Parade’ unit, which closed at the 
Shubert, Cincinnati, last week, pro- 
duced especially for RKO by Clark 
Robinson, Chester Hale and John 
Hickey. 
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ae ee 





story of Joseph Jury Trials,’ a large choral group, 
who denied | 2nd Lee Erwin, organist, in addition 


Indpls. House Won't 


Police checking 
| Schneider, proprietor, 


current in about a score of local 
niteries, is one way to stamp out 








ine % Adi © appearances of numerous an- . 
: Detroit’s rising wave of sex killers, feo : = rr _ gg Hoong es nounlie and a skit by sound men. Play Muncie Acts, 
: according to Dr. Thomas K. Gruber, ACE PHILLY NITERY comin ee on oe at r ned House orchestra will be increased B Ok Vi 
: head of Eloise Hospital, sanitarium aan) oes mene") trom 13 to 20 men by musicians from ut Oke Vice Versa 
4 for mental cases. Statement came STRIKE AT IMPASSE ores = Crosley staff and Jack Sprig will re- 
last week in a conference of police N. O. Nitery’s $12,000 Fi linquish his baton to Bill Stoess, , 
and city officials, called to devise + Op es aa musical director of WLW. Chicago, April 6. 
means of halting local wave of at- Philadelphia, April 6. New Orleans, April 6. Considerable competition has de- 
tacks and slayings. Negotiations are at a standstill in| Hollywood night club, on the veloped in. the buying of acts by 
t One step, Dr. Gruber declared, is| Strike of waiters, bartenders and Kingsville highway near here, was NO l PITT. ROADHOUSE Mark Wolfe for his Rivoli, Muncie, 
to establish special clinics and the —— — at yt teeters gg ge pie na bo . renin —— ao Bagg > en, 
‘ +49 . a i y's oitiest nitery, wit pic ets Oss ‘ F a fe S oO or oO e yric, in ianapo is, 
st ia Gao circling the front. property was not insured, said Neal | MAY HAVE TO HUT BAR with Olson reported to be refusing 
ile en6 dan convince ine it is safe No meeting of sides since last | Andrews, owner. haces to play any act which has played 
to allow such groups to roam at | Wednesday (31), when Mayor's La-|, The club was slated to open the Pittsburgh, April 6. | the Muncie house first. 
liberty,’ he said, ‘ttiough I cannot go | bor Board nosed in. Unions demand | following night. Possibility that one of best-paying | Reason given is that the Lyric, 
so far as to say all members of such | they be recognized and that two nite spots around Pittsburgh may be | in Indianapolis, located only a few 
troupes are potential murderers.’ fired employees be restored. Padula | ° °° forced to shutter arose here over | Miles from Muncie, draws consider- 
‘Imps, who have enjoyed a sudden | agreed to take strikers back without | Eddie Peyton Recruiting weekend when Bill Green was faced | 2ble business from that town, par- 
prosperity hereabouts for past sev-|4iscrimination, but declared two : 7 with revocation of his booze license, | ticularly on weekends. It is under- 
eral months, are now current at| Waiters were fired for cause and | Band for Pitt Comeback Roadhouse proprietor was recently | St00d, however, that acts may play 
about 20 cabarets and niteries in this | Union can’t dictate hiring and firing | ‘ arrested and fined $300 for having |!" the reverse order without any 
Vicinity. Mostly in the secondary | Policy. Also refused to recognize | slot machines on premises and dis- | S¢T!0us complications. 
spots, but some of the male revues| Union at Arcadia, which formerly | Pittsburgh, April 6. | trict attorney called for hearing on| Lyric is a full week stand, while 
have been running as long as 20; WaS closed shop. Said it forfeited| Eddie Peyton, nitery operator and | his liquor permit through rule for- the Muncie house is a two-day date, 
| weeks, | rights by calling strike without ar-| band-leader recently released from| bidding gambling devices in any 
, | bitration. bd | prison on parole after serving one | establishment peddling alcohol. 
| Striking unions have asked A. A. | year of three-year sentence and sub- | Green insisted he was forced to GROCER TOSSES PARTY: 
HOLLYWOOD REST UNIT Tomei, prez of musicians’ union, to sequently acquitted in $25,000 damage | put in machines by gang controlling ’ 
. pull band from Arcadia, but he has | suit arising from alleged assault of | thriving slot biz in this district and $8 000 FOR ACTS ORKS 
refused. Tomei said, however, he | a patron, intend: to pick up where | was told that he might receive tm- ’ ) 
SHIPPED OUT BY NBC will present problem to general he left off this summer. He'll reopen | munity if he gave authorities names ) 
pe : membership of the musicians’ local | his roadhouse on Stubenville Pike in| of the higher-ups. This Green did A. Krasne, wholesale grocer, tossed 
Holl me , ,,| today (Tuesday) and band will be | few weeks, reassembling a new band | jin a signed affidavit, also telling |a party for 800 out-of-town buyers 
ina ywood Restaurant, N. Y., is | pulled if members desire. He added, | over which he'll preside himself and | court that he couldn't possibly oper- | at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y,, 
m4 « ieee pbc tek eng ye though, that he would make a strong | running the cafe in association with | ate without a liquor license. Saturday (3) night, ladling out more 
ishments, as ‘ | 


























Vaude unit. Opens April 23 at Fay’s, 
Philadelphia, with the NBC artists 
ureau agenting. 

Jack Waldron, who has been 
m.c.'ing the Holiywood’s floor shows 
for nearly two years now, will head 
the 33-people show. Included in the 
Personnel will be Iris Adrian, cur- 
rently at Leon & Eddie's. N. Y.; 

hree Eltons, Jean Landis, Ruth 
Brent, John Welsh, and 16 girls. 

Unit's cost to theatres is set at 


‘$4,500 weekly. 





Joe Phillips Recuping 


_ Joe Phillips, standard vaude comic, 
. Convalescing now at his sister's 
ome in Philadelphia. 








speech against such action. 





MCA Bevhills Splurge 


Beverly Hills, April 6. 
Music Corporation of America, 
currently officing in Los 
plans erection of a building here 
within 60 days. Outfit has outgrown 
its present quarters. 
Plan calls for a little theatre, audi- 
tion rooms and offices for all execs. 


Belle Baker in Ky. 


Belle Baker, at $2,000 per week, 











| sino in Newport, Ky., across the 


| river from Cincinnati, April 22. She's | 


Angeles, | 


will open the new Beverly Hills Ca- | 

















his brother, Mike Peyton. 


in the district, Peyton’s spot was 
closed temporarily after his imprison- 
|ment, but last summer was taken 
|over by John Magganotti and Etzi 
Covato, who run Plaza here during 
winter. Unfavorable publicity be- 
lieved to have worked against the 
spot and Magganotti and Covato 
| dropped a pile of jack. Since then 
it’s been shut down. 

| Peyton, however, believes he can 
put it back on its feet and has lined 
up sufficient outside backing to re- 
open, 





Bridgeport Spot Reopens 
Bridgeport, April 6. 
Cocoanut Grove here re-opened 








| 
| 
| 


Ae result of uncertainty, Green 


One of the biggest money-makers | held back opening of Bob McGrew’s 


band for two days and finally de- 
cided to go over weekend pending 
hearing on his liquor permit here 
Thursday (8) before Liquor Control 
Board. 

Green's spot has for last couple of 
years been probably biggest money- 
maker in county, but twice before 
he has been arrested for operating 
slot machines. Green told court 


| that if his license were revoked, he'd 


have to shut shop. McGrew has 
just been booked into the roadhouse 
for an indefinite stay, replacing 
Sammy Kaye after six months. 





Biben Booking A. C. Pier 














than $8,000 on talent alone for the 
one-niter, 

On the entertainment deck were 
the bands léd by Rudy Vallee, Xavier 
Cugat, Bob Stanley, Henry Scharf. 

Acts were Johnny Burke, Cyril 
Smith, Barto and Mann, Armand 
Tokatchyan, Gabriel Heatter as m. c., 
Sam Hearn, Mary Small, Leo Fuld, 
Edna Strong and Georges and Jalna. 





Morgan Dancers Dated 


Stuart Morgan Dancers, adagio 
quartet, have been set for the open- 
ing show at Billy Rose’s Casa Man- 
ana, Ft. Worth, starting June 27. 
Everett Marshall will be in the same 
layout. 


Harry Biben, who divides his time Adagioists are also set for a re- 

Phillips, who had a breakdown on | set for two weeks, with options for | under management of Jim McNa- | between Philadelphia and New York,| peat by the William Morris office 

€ Coast a couple of months ago, | two more, through the William Mor-/| mara, former boniface of White | will again book the Million Dollar | at the Versailles, New York, opening 

Was brought east early this week by | ris office. House inn here. Pier, Atlantic City, this summer. May 13 for two weeks. This nitery 

his brother, Johnny, New York res- Clyde Lucas’ crew will be the Femme imps revue is backed by}. Spot opens with name shows the|show will include Grace Hayes and 


+ 
‘aurateur, 
#,% f. Shas a 


. ‘ Dae AML RD 
oo, Tigi’s > pee ’ ah , 
CAINS ENE 





spot's opening band, 


Tony Dea’s orchestra. 
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Inside Stuff—Vaudeville 





Janet Riesenfeld, daughter of Hugo Riesenfeld, has left Hollywood for 
Mexico City to fill dancing engagements at the Alameda theatre and the 


s Arts cafe there. 
ae leaving for the south, Miss 


Riesenfeld, who uses the professional 


name of Raquel Rojas, mailed manuscript of ‘I Live My Life at 21’ to 


Random House, 


which will publish it this summer, 


Yarn deals with the 


dancer’s experiences in Spain during the early days of the current 


civil war. 





Harlem Opera House, N. Y., last week was picketed and a union pianist 


yan 
y mateur tramp band was still on. 


ked because a colored femme dancer danced off the stage while an 
Band won a prize at adjacent Apollo 


theatre week preceding and was booked by H.O.H. for its weekend vaude. 
Union delegate considered crew was no longer an act and would require 


union 


status as a band because gal danced off the stage to its music. 


Matter was later straightened out, however. 





House line of 12 girls at the State-Lake, Chicago, decided last week that 


they deserved more money for the kind of work they were doing. 


went in a body to Aaron Jones, Jr., 


They 
with a demand for an increase from 


$30 to $35 per week. Jones got himself 12 new girls. 





A. C. EXPECTING 
BIG °37 SEASON 


Atlantic City, April 6. 


The town’s piers, theatres and 
night clubs are dressing up for what 
is expected to be the most profitable 
summer season in years. From the 
pre-season shows put on over ihe 
Easter weekend here, there is every 
indication that this resort will offer 
entertainment on a_ bigger and 
naughtier scale than ever before. 


Perhaps the greatest change has 
been made at Babbett’s Golden Inn, 
where a new yacht bar has been 
installed. It was designed by I. 
Arthur Garger, of New York, and 
reflects the marine motif throughout, 
The 500 Club has been re-painted, 
while the Torch Club, under the 
management of Lou Shapiro, has 
inaugurated a ‘never closed’ pclicy. 
The Rainbow grill at the Ambassa- 





dor hotel will continue with Rover | 


Kay’s orchestra, the Marine Grill at 
the Traymore with William Madden’s 
ensemble, and the Chelsea Grill 
with Eddie Morgam’s band. 

Ted Rosenberg has opened his 
Bath and Turf Cla@b and Louise Mack 
her Entertainer’s Club. Eddy Braad’s 
orchestra has been engaged to start 
the season at the Ritz Merry-Go- 
Round bar, while Club Nomad will 
enlarge its ‘Bare-Evities’ show, 
hoping that the city fathers will not 
raise the fuss that they did against 
nudity last year. 

The Spread Eagle Tavern, on the 
outskirts of the town, has installed 
an organ which will provide the 
music for the floor show and danc- 
ing. There will be the usual ‘hot’ 
spots, where the visitor can place a 
quarter in a slot machine, or place 
a bet on a horse. Not a few of the 
‘back rooms’ will again offer roulette 
wheels and dice tables. Piers and 
theatres are brushing up their fronts. 

Joe Quittner, who operates the 
Globe on the Boardwalk with bur- 
lesque, will also try his hand at 
touring legit shows. Quittner hopes 
to bring a number of Broadway hits 
to town at popular prices. 
already offered ‘Tobacco Road’ and 
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‘Boy Meets Girl’ with financial suc- 
cess over week-ends at the Earle, and 
has the ‘Follies,’ with Fanny Brice, 
tentatively booked for the Memorial 
Day week-end. 

While the city fathers may turn 


they 
against any extremes in bathing 
suits. Men will have to wear shirts 
and the femmes will also have to ex- 
| ercise a certain amount of modesty. 








REX WEBER SETTLES 
SUIT WITH SHUBERTS 


Rex Weber, who walked out of 
the Shuberts’ ‘Passing Show’ unit in 
1935 because he claimed the role of 
a eunuch was a violation of his con- 
tract, received a settlement on his 
suit against the producers last week. 
I. Robert Broder was his counsel. 

In his suit, Weber charged that the 
Shuberts, in order to force him to 
quit, cut his work down to a mini- 
mum and finally put him in the 
minor_role of a harem-guard despite 
his featured billing. 


Pitt-Stanley Lines Up 
Stage Shows Till June 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 
For first time almost a year, 
Stanley, WB de luxer, is breathing 


easier about flesh bookings. Harry 
Kalmine, zone manager for circuit 
here, got back from New York couple 
of days ago with solid line-up of at- 
tractions running through June, a 
new experience for house. Of late, 
spot has been forced to bring in 
shows on the cuff, never knowing 
from one week to the next what’s 
coming. 

Future list reveals predominance 
of band acts, starting Friday (9), 
with Jan Garber and followed by 
Ted Lewis. Only break in steady 
succession of musical crews comes 
week of April 23, when Major Bowes’ 
International Amateur revue comes 
in, first date for the ams here since 
last October, Previous to that, hardly 
two months went by that didn’t see 
a Bowes unit at Stanley. 


Ina Ray Hutton follows April 30, 
and then Guy Lombardo May 7. Fol- 
lowing week still open, with man- 
; agement hoping to land Hal Kemp 
| for that spot, and Shep Fields May 21. 
Confirmations still awaited on sub- 
sequent few weeks, while Benny 
Goodman has been pencilled in for 
either June 11 or 18, 


It's a return engagement for Good- 
man. Two years ago, before swing 
craze hit, he played Stanley at $2,850 
and gave site record low gross. For 
coming date, he'll get three times 
that. 
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New Haven. April 6. 


Paramount here goes flesh for first 
week in months, bringing in ‘Park 
Avenue Revue’ Thursday (8). 

House had previously mulled a 

| policy of stage shows every third 
| week, but musician trouble nixed the 
| idea. Adjustment now made and use 
'of future units will hinge on next 
| week’s biz. 


| N. H. Gets Stage Show 


Rhythm Boys to London 

Rhythm Boys are set for London 
during the Coronation in May. Will 
| play the Cafe de Paree and Victoria 
Palace. Agented by William Morris 
office. 
| Boys recently closed 18 months at 
‘the Weylin Bar, New York. 


a ‘liberal’ eye on the nitery shows, | 
have definitely set themselves | 


‘LOEW SETS WHITEMAN 





MIKE MARCO EAST FOR 
PARTINGTON POWWOW 


Mike Marco is in N. Y. for a short 
stay, conferring with Jack Parting- 
ton, head of the eastern end of 
Fanchon & Marco. Arrived yester- 
day (Tuesday) after a stopoff in St. 
Louis. 

Before leaving the Coast, Marco 
set a deal for the Hawks & Volck 
agency there to represent F&M tal- 
ent for pictures, the F&M agency 
staff itself, composed of Joe Bren, 
Max Bradfield, Ben Black and Roy 
Wolff, handling stage and nitery 
selling, 


LEONIDOFF ON 
0.T. CASINO 
STAGING 








With Clifford C. Fischer and Jean 
Leseyeux,French Casino producers, 
in France staging the Les Ambassa- 
deurs, Paris, show opening May 19, 
Leon Leonidoff will produce the 
new production at the Casino Pari- 


sien (Morrison Hotel), Chicago, 
opening April 27. Deal is by ar- 
rangement with the Music Hall, 


N. Y., but the pact forbids use of 
Leonidoff’s name in_ exploitation. 
Hall wants it understood that Leoni- 
doff is its exclusive property. 

New Chicago show will hold 
Aaren and Broderick, Four Krad- 


docks, Lindstroems (ice skaters), 
Piroska, Russe dancer, and Anita 
Jacobi. New layout was to have 


gone in April 20, but a week’s delay 
was found necessary and the current 
show sticks for that period. 

French Casino in New York will 
close July 10 for a few weeks, with 
a summer production titled ‘Folies 
Bergere’ opening around Aug. 15. 
Fisher and Leseyeux will be back 
from Paris in time to stage this. 


Les Ambassadeurs will hold a 
local Parisian orchestra, original 
pooking of Eddie South being out 


because the colored band couldn’t 
get labor permits. Three Sophisti- 
cates and Corinne will be in the 
produciion. 





AT $8,500 PLUS SPLIT 


Paul Whiteman goes into Loew’s 
State, N. Y., May 13 at a guarantee 
of $8,500 and a percentage. Follows 
with Capitol, Washington, May 21 on 
same basis. 

Mills Artists agented. 








Lopez Going on Leave 
From Astor for P. A.’s 


Vincent Lopez leaves the Hotel 
Astor (N. Y.) grillroom soon for 
some picture house dates, returning 
for the summer season on the roof. 
Lopez and his orchestra have been 
at the Astor for eight months and 
the new contract calls for an exten- 
sion of his services to include more 
of the banquet and private party 


Chester Hale Replaces Short 


On Dallas Nitery Assignment 





Hassard Short is out as producer 
of the opening show for the Pan- 
American Casino, nitery adjunct of 
the Dallas Greater Texas, Pan- 
American Exposition, opening June 
12. Short, signed for $20,000 plus 
expenses to stage the first floorshow, 
withdrew when George Marshall, 
general entertainment director, and 
other expo officials refused to per- 
mit Short to add on additional costs 
plus a hand-picked staff. 

In Short's place will be Chester 
Hale, who was set late last week and 
has already issued a call for 48 
chorus girls and ballet dancers. He’l] 
go to Dallas to look over the nitery 
next week and then returns to put 
the first show, topped by Ted Fio 
Rito’s band, Veloz and Yolanda, Stan 
Kavanaugh and a male choir of 24 
voices, into rehearsal in New York. 
Meanwhile Marshall is on the Coast. 
reported looking for an additional 
name. Borrah Minevitch’s harmonica 
band is a possibility if 20th-Fox pic- 
ture chores will permit. 

Short, currently in Europe, relayed 
his added desires to Marshall. Expo 
exec and Dallas officials felt that 
these added expenses, plus the cost- 
liness of the show itself, would be 
too high. Jo Meilziner is currently 
in Dallas supervising the remodeling 
of the expo auditorium into a mam- 
moth nitery. 

Hale, in order to take the Dallas 
post, has temporarily ‘withdrawn 
from the unit production triumvirate 
recently formed between himself, 
Clark Robinson and John Hickey. 

Veloz and Yolanda are trying to 
squeeze out of agreement to appear 
at Dallas casino. Dancers have been 
offered a spot in C. B. Cochran’s new 
revue to be presented during Coro- 
nation period and want to avail 
themselves of the prestige. So far it’s 
no go with Marshall. 





Dallas, April 6. 
Joe Mielziner flew in Sunday (4) 
to confer with George Dahl, archi- 
tect, on decor for the Pan-American 
Casino, 
Expo officials are concentrating on 











advance sale of combo tickets to the 
expo. A goal of $500,000 has been 
set, a value of $3.60 retailing for 
$2.20. Tickets will be sold in pairs 
and each combo will consist of two 
general admissions, two ducats to 
Cavalcade of Americas and a ticket 
to each of four shows: Road to Rio, 
a Latin-American village; Lost 
World, a mechanized exhibit of pre- 
historic life; Black Forest, ice-rink 
holdover from last year, and The 
Bowery, a replica of New York in 
the nineties. 


MCA TO STAGE 
K.C. JUBILESTA 


Chicago, April 6. 
Music Corp. of America has been 
appointed by the city of Kansas City 








to handle its annual Jubilesta this 
fall, which will run for 10 days 
starting on Sept. 18. Deal was 


set last week by v.p. W. H. Stein in 
a meeting down in K.C, with the 
board of trustees. 

Plans include a public dance one 
night to the music of Eddy Duchin’s 
band; a musical program for the 
younger element by the Benny 
Goodman orchestra; a Cuban festival 
day with acts brought in from Ha- 
vana. Also a championship boxing 
match, a ‘little Olympics’ with Jesse 
Owens, Glenn Cunningham and 
others. 

Fred G. Buffe has been named in 
charge of exhibits for the Jubilesta; 
John Jenkins III on publicity, Tom 
Evans on finance and Crosby Kem¢ 
per as keeper of the treasury. 


ne ee 





Harry Rosenthal’s band opened at 
Nick Bates’ Merry-Go-Round, N. Y., 
on return from Everglades Club, 
Palm Beach, Fla. 











work, just as when he was the big 
noise at the Hotel Pennsylvania in | 
the pioneer ‘Lopez Speaking’ radio | 
days. 

Rudy Vallee is coming in for a lim- | 
ited stay at the Astor roof, May 24, | 
in between Lopez's departure and | 
return. | 


— | 
Niesen’s Vaudates’ | 


Gertrude Niesen closes an eight- 
week stay at the Chez Paree, Chi, 
Thursday (8), and following day 
goes into the Chicago theatre for a 
week. 

April 16 stanza 
Fox, Detroit. 





she’s set at the 





Lillian Roth Abroad 

Lillian Roth is another U. S. act 
to be spotted in London for the 
Coronation. | 

She sails from New York for Lon- 
don May 19, opening at the Victoria | 
Palace for an indefinite stay. Curtis | 
& Allen agented. 





Joe Morrison’s P.A.’s 
Hollywood, April 6. 
Joe Morrison leaves here in two 
weeks to open tour of personal ap- 
pearances in Memphis, April 28. 
Bookings also include Washington 
and New York. 








BIGGEST BOX OFFICE 
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“STARS AND STRIPS REVUE” 


(Title by Jimmy Luntzel) 


FEATURING 


““THE SCHOOL FOR UNDRESSING’’ 


Illustrating the Proper and Improper Way 
To Undress Before Your Husband 
(Material Copyrighted) 


Record Week at Oriental, Chicago (March 12th) 
Record Week at Palace, Milwaukee (Holy Week) 
Record 3 Days at Orpheum, Davenport 


Available Dates In May 
WIRE WRITE PHONE 


THEATRE BOOKING OFFICE, Inc. 
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RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Ruby Newman’s forthright dansa- 
pation registered so handily at the 
informal Rainbow Grill last 
that the Boston maestro has been 
promoted into the snooty Rainbow 
Room, where he’s clicking anew 
with his excellent terp tunestering. 
Newman heads a new show at the 
ace Rockefeller nitery, with Alec 
Templeton, the blind English pianist- 
comedian, holding over along with 
Dr. Sydney Ross, the Ph.D. magician, 
and Evelyn Tyner, pianisie. Other- 
wise. it’s a return engagement also 
for Jack Holland and ‘June Hart, 
plus Elinor Sheridan (New Acts) 
and a new tango band in Eddie 
TeBaron succeeding Don Azpiazu. 
LeBaron shifts over from the Hotel 
Waldorf-Astoria’s Sert Room and he 
gives out the tango-rhumba and 
waltz sets in elegant manner. 

Holland and Hart, just back from 
another of their periodical engage- 


ments in Europe, sockoed them with | 
ball- } 


and showmanly 
roomology. June Hart is a shapely- 
gammed vis-a-vis for the vet ball- 
roomologist who tutored June 
Knight, among his most recent part- 


their expert 


ners, until grooming June Hart. 
Latter works a la Miss Knight, in 
some respects, which of course re- 
flects the Holland tutelage. Their 


tango-fox, waltz and novelty rhumba 


routines are in ultra manner, dis- 
tinguished further by an unetsual 
acrobatic flair by both which per- 


mits semi-contortive bends and pos- 


turings beyond the usual range of | 


the average pair. ~ 

Alec Templeton at the Baldwin 
evidences that he’s a versatile per- 
former, by the general variety of his 
repertoire. In deference to the 
youngish Easter vacationing crowd, 
he has cut down on the classics and 


lightened it up for comedy and nov- | 


elty. All, but that bedlam in an 
English boarding house, with its con- 
glomeration of sounds and _ vocal 
calisthenics clicked; that particular 
number is weakish. His improvised 
composition; the impressionistic stuff 
of the same tune a la Mozart and 
Strauss: his Englishmen doing ‘Music 
Goes Round,’ etc., all constitute 
strong floor-show stuff for all sorts 
of audiences, class or mass. 

Elinor Sheridan is a sub for Renee 
de Jarnette, who dropped out. Miss 
Tyner is a marathon holdover with 
her pianologistic interludes on the 
Steinway. Dr. Ross (currently do- 
ing a ‘command’ White House per- 


formance at the White House) is an- | 


other who is now something of an 
institution with his card manipula- 
tions at the tables. Eddie LeBaron 


at the helm of his Continental-type | 


orchestra is a personable personality 


who should be accorded more plat- | 


year | 


|form space to prance around in, as 
|he keeps terp tempo to his own 
|tunes, just as he did at the Sert 
| Room. : 

Per usual, the RR is one of the 
| nicest nitery spots of the land, under 
| John Roy’s expert managing direc- 
tion, and deftly paced by Francois 
at the door, etc. Abel. 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


3ringing back 
following her 
the Broadway 
snooty but 
rounds her 
a three-way 


Bros 


Josephine Huston, 
recent engagement at 
Hollywood Rest., 
genial Versailles. sur- 
with two other acts for 
sock. Both the Condos 
and the Paul Sydell and Spotty 
turns are punches in themselves, 
which, added to Miss Huston, pro- 
vides a short but surefire floor show 
without frills or noise or girls. Being 
class, the Versailles doesn’t go in for 
trimmings such as Miss “4uston 
found over at the Hollywood. 

The soprano of the good looks and 
inviting personality was in here less 


than a year ago. When caught Fri- 
day night (2) she closed the little 
show, following the other two acts. 


Numbers she used over at the Holly- 


wood aren’t on the program here 
Opening with ‘Nobody But You,’ 
Miss Huston goes into ‘Kiss Me 
Again,’ which gives her keenly 
trained soprano jts chance to play 
around with the notes, and closes 
with a special arrangement of 


George Gershwin tunes. 

Not only because she has a very 
good voice that can stand the re- 
quirements of operetta assignments, 
but also because she should screen 
well, it is odd that she hasn’t been 
cornered for the screen. 
svelte and trim. not being the tyne 
of prima they'd have to put on the 
18-day diet before starting to shoot. 

Sydell’s dog act is a bit unusual 
for a place like the Versailles, but 
| the better class dumb or opening 


| acts of the old vaudeville days seem | 


to be fitting in nicely for floor shows. 
Sydell’s is no exception. His Scotty 
and the other dog may be receiving 
flowers before they leave here. 


ing Condos, a pair of hoofers who al- 





the | 


|} entertainment 
| are 


| 


She’s | 


| Moore and Dene and ensemble, fol- | and 
Show is opened bv the leg-break- | 


| most make the floor rock. They do} 

| their work in hard shoes and, even 
without music for their closer, they 

| are still making a lot of noise. Boys 


have been around for years. Char. 


SOUTHLAND 


(BOSTON) 
Boston, April 4. 
Newest nitery for the Hub is the 
Southland on the former premises 
of the Lido, a chop suey dine-dancer 
| that folded this season. How new 





| spot will make out depends upon 
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how much Boston wants Harlem in 
big doses. 

Bob Levin and Max Grace are the 
impresarios, new to the 
field, but with ambitious ideas. 
Blanche Calloway band and a sepia 
show is the opening bill, and for 
one deafening hour they give their 
all. In addition to the line of 10 
competent gals, there are such hot- 
spot acts as Rubber-Legs Williams, 
El Brown (male_ impersonator), 
Little Bits and YoYo, four Lindy 
Hoppers, and Payne and Hawkins. 
Top-billed, and rightly so, is Noma, 
sepia fanner, whose _ routine 


from the lighting department. 











A few Harlemish panels, and 
dashes of bright paint here and 
there are the limit of decorations; 
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and habitues of the old Lido will 
still feel at home. Downstairs is a 
cocktail bar and lounge that can be 
patronized by droppers-in from the 


street without subjecting them- 
selves to the $1.50 minimum up- 
stairs. 


Duke Ellington, Cab Calloway, and 
Fats Waller are penciled in for fu- 
ture weeks, says the management. 

Fox. 


UBANGI CLUB 


(NEW YORK) 
that Harlem’s night life 
was going highbrow 
blasted with new spring show 
here Instead, it’s a complete 
generation to extremes in low brow, 
and looks like frantic effort to regain 
the trade that has switched to the 
more convenient Harlemania now 
transplanted to Times Sq. Opening 
was too long for a 
running over 90 minutes, 
is plenty of production. 
Gladys Bentley gets top billing, as 
usual, but is little more than an 
incident in the show with her 
naughty lyrics. Hits are Tondelayo, 


Reports 


but 


rhumba and native dancer, Barring- | 


ton Guy, in singing and dramatic 
bits. Mae Johnson, singing bronze 
stripper, and Al Moore and Dene, 
ballroomers. Miss Johnson’s ditties 
are enhanced by an expert selling 
ability. Allen Drew m.c.’s_ with 
plenty blue material, and he could 


take a slicing. 

Mild opening is handled by Wilma 
Freeman (and Freeman), who sings 
and dances with the line. Toby Wil- 
son, personable boy tap dancer, de- 
livers some clever foot work; 
Matthews, another of the 
and singing personnel, speeds up the 
pace for Tondelayo’s opening bolero 


number backgrounded by castanet 
and tom tom playing chorus. It’s a 
wild, twisting dance done in semi- 
nude. 

Barrington Guy, Al Moore and 
Dene render neat dramatics in a 
homo sketch, with Guy as the dis- 


carded boy. ‘In My Well of Lone- 
liness’ is sung by Guy in same caba- 
ret scene. Blue stuff, once started, 
continues with Mae Johnson’s sing- 
ing of ‘Get It While You Can.’ Gal 
has a nice blues voice and a delivery 
that is well suited to this type of 
lyrics. Tango sequence, with Guy 


lows with Guy singing ‘La Paloma’ 
very well in Spanish. 

Avon (Brown Boy) Long, hold- 
over from last show along with Miss 
Johnson, executes some clever ec- 
centric dancing preceding bow of 


de- | 


good floor show, | 
there | 


Babe | 


dancing | 





(From Variety and Clipper) 








Revenue men, seeking to reconcile 
tax statements from indie exchanges 
and producers uncovered the fact 
that exchanges were short-changing 
the producers. Would report a $250 





| rental at $200, but it all came out 
|when the income tax audit was 
made, 


Reported that Adolph Zukor and 
Jesse L. Lasky were drifting apart. 
Row was started over ‘Mistress of 
the World,’ which was a complete 
| floppo. 


Now it was the directors who were 


| making faces at the Hays office. 
Figured it a move to force salary 


|reductions. They know better now. 


Bert Fitzgibbon planted a classic 
with a fake song title ‘“There’s a 
Broken Arch for Every Heel on 
Broadway.’ With variations it’s still 
current, 

Will Oakland the deucer at 
the Winter Garden and only mildly 
a hit there. He got better, 


was 


Lillian Walker, former Vitagraph 
star, making another vaude try, this 
time in a sketch. Loads of person- 
ality, but she never managed to 
click, 


| Paul Whiteman went the Brown 
| Brothers one better with the Paul 
| Whiteman Saxophone Septet. Play- 
|}ing aN, Y. tryout. 

| 


| Smith and Dale in the Keith-Shu- 
| bert fight for their services, denied 
| they were unique or extraordinary 
quoted G. Bernard Shaw to 
|}prove it. Shaw once wrote that 
| American vaudevillians were vulgar 
| people, 





newspaper 





| + 
ao 2 reported to be 


|Freeman and Freeman, mixed duet | looking for a radio station permit. 


| Guy, respectively, hit in a low dirt. | 


nite club | 


|It’s the last word in nitery erotica | 





whammed despite first night errors 





| dancer-singer, 
| Boys into the Caliente, N. Y. | 
| Tommy Lyman back in N. Y. at 





with standard songs and tapping. 


Mae Johnson's crowning achieve- 
ment is a burley bit called ‘Gypsy 
Rose Lee in Bronze.’ She has a 


knowledge of the burley art that has | 


now invaded niteries. Chorus in 
same number, peels to waist and 
then behind a dropped circular cur- 
tain do a wiggle in silhouettes. 

Last two numbers 
Gladys Bentley, and Tondelayo and 


| Then issued by the Interstate Com- 
| merce Commission. 

George M. Cohan had a number of 
| plays readied, but not going to put 
| them on the stage until show busi- 
| ness grew more profitable. 








devoted to} 


Saranac Lake 


La Bentley and her risque songs is |} 
- ] 24 


outdone by succeeding duo. Dance of 
two is a hair raiser, with man 
stripped to waist and girl in little 
more than a couple of rhinestones. 


this side of a stag affair. 


Costuming by Kitty Roth is okay | 


as are songs by Donald Heywood 
and Porter Grainger, production of 
Broomfield and Greeley, and music 
of Ovie Alston’s band. Drummer of 
the crew is a show in himself. 
Hurl, 


MINNESOTA ROOM 


(NOCOLLET, MINN.) 
Minneapolis, April 1. 
This swanky Twin City niterie in 
the Ralph Hitz Hotel Nicollet has 
been doing a land-office business all 
winter and trade isn’t likely to suf- 
fer during the engagement of Gus 
Arnheim and his orchestra, 
started this week. Visited on what 


would be a dull Monday night for | 
the average spot, the room with its | 


(Continued on page 67) 


Nitery Placements 


Del Casino, singer, quitting Holly- 
wood Rest., N. Y., to go to Trocadero, 
Hollywood, Cal. 

Carbkos Lopez, guitarist-singer. 
added to show at Nick Bate’s Merry- 
Go-Round, N. Y. 


Josephine Huston, singer: 


N. Y. Thursday night (1). 

Carmen Costello new vocalist with 
Xavier Cugat’s band at 
Astoria hotel, N. Y. 

Mrs. Cobina Wright, singer: Hilde- 
garde Halliday, monologist: 
Bard, singer: 
fax C. Burgher, magician, 
Ambassador hotel, N. Y. 

Helen Shaw, singer: Ruth Wayne, 
and Three Rhythm 


The Oaks. 

Harry Rosenthal’s band into Mai- 
sonette Russe, N. Y. 

Joan Carroll is canarying at the 
Santa Rita hotel, Tucson, Ariz. 

Eddie Leonard, Joseph E. Howard, 
Ethel Gilbert. Rudy Madison and 
Ted Beyer comprise new show at 
Bill's Gay Nineties. N. Y. 

Nina and Rina, dancers. set at Leon 
and Eddie's, N. Y 


which | 


Paul | 
Sydell’s dog act, and Condos Bros., | 

P . r . | 
dance team, premiered at Versailles, | 


Waldorf- | 


Robert | 
Dolores, dancer: Fair- | 
now at 


| By Happy Benway 


Lillian Mansfield, professionally 
known as Lilty Lillis, making the 
| best of it here via the ozone route. 
Mrs. Eugene Platzman, wife of 
| Music arranger, Gene Platzman, do- 
| ing okay at 28 Church st.; she has 
| been here many years. 

Joseph Tio is a new arrival at the 
Will Rogers hosp. 

Hazel Coleman now is head op- 
erator at the Rogers hosp. 

-Harold Rodner was in and out for 
another look-see, 

Helen O'Reilly, ex-N.V.A-ite for 
10 years or so, who now manages 
the Hollywood dress shop here, back 
from B’way visit. 

Mrs. Marshall Franks, of Chicago. 
here bedsiding Gladys Palmer, who 
has had a minor setback. 

Helen Marshall, wife of Jimmy 
| Marshall, sporting a pair of plaster 
casts. 





two big conventions, D.A.V. and 
American Legion. Every merchant 
and cottage owner donates and now 
there is about $2,000 in the coffers 


for entertainments that will be fur- 


nished the boys, 
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Nite Club Followup 


© 15 YEARS AGO e |} 





Voodoo Dancers’ B.O. 

The Yanyego Voodoo Dancers 
have put across Frank Cerutti’s 
LeMirage on East 54th street, Nn. ¥ 
The Negro Cuban outfit, with their 
primitive tom-tom tempos plus the 
rhumba_ shenanigans 


: (Shoein’ the 
Mare,’ etc.), have become an ef. 
fective but inexpensive draw. With 


them are some other specialists and 
a good four-piece dance band in 
Cookie’s combo. Place is starting to 
draw outside of the fashionable east. 


side bunch and already Ricardo 
general manager for Cerutti, is 
starting to complain that some 


nights the customers never heard of 

wine—just the hard stuff. The othe; 

type of customers—the dress-up 

bunch, although it’s an_ informal 

room—lean heavily on the vintages. 
Cotton Club’s Click 

Cotton Club, N. Y., is the talk o’ 
the town as a money-maker. The 
new syndicate put $90,000 into the 
spot when it first opened last fall 
and they were in the clear two 
months later. Place, it is figured. 
should net $250,000 during its first 
year, which gives an idea. Pace is 
regularly $25,000 to $35,000 a week 
and, while the French Casino, for 
example, grosses more, the net mar- 
gin is decidedly in favor of the 
Dwyer-Stark syndicate at the 
ored nitery. 

New Ethel Waters-Duke Ellington- 
George Dewey Washington show 
runs so long that the big ‘Plantation 
Days’ scene, which was crowded out 
of the regular dinner and. midnight 
session has been wisely retained as 
a new interlude for the 2:30 a.m, 
session, 


col- 


Some Grosses 

On the matter of grosses, some of 
the more popular chop-houses 
around N. Y. aren’t doing badly con- 
sidering they’re straight restaurants. 
However, likker is the velvet; just 
on straight food it’s not enough, 
Thus the Hickory House, with the 


post-dinner swing sessions around 
the. musical bar, is now well over 
$10,000 weekly for the Jack Gold- 


man-Dutch Brown syndicate. Gal- 
lagher’s is around $9,000; Dempsey’s 
ditto; Dinty Moore’s around $6,000 
average weekly gross; The Tavern 
ditto or a shade better. The big 
niteries are currently doing OK biz 
although the Paradise at $20,000 
weekly is bettering the Hollywood 
these days by a few grand. Leon 
& Eddie’s grosses around $13,000 a 


week and needs all that because of 
a very costly hookup, The class 
spots like the Morocco and 21 net 


better for obvious 
ited overhead, 


reasons of lim- 








Now Appearing 


CLEO BROWN 
ROY ELDRIDGE 


And Band 
AT THE 
“‘Home of Swing”’ 
In Chicago 


FAMOUS 
THREE DEUCES 


222 North State St. 











Town agog anticipating the coming . 


Always Working 
“WHITEY” 


AL ROBERTS 


with Alex Gerbers’ “Red, Hot & 
Beautiful,” wk. Apr. 9th, 
Fay’s, Providence 




















NEW 





Just Completed 9 WEEKS at the 
PALM ISLAND CASINO, MIAMI 


OPENED ROXY, NEW YORK, MARCH 26 
AND HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (APRIL 2) 


ALSO DOUBLING 


ITZ-CARLTON HOTE 


Direction: O. L. OZ. - COOK & OZ. 


YORK 
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| (Continued from page 4) 
|; ment, growing soon to a crescendo of 


stupefaction, 
| 


| realize that he, R 


flinger of the mc 


to 


| His 


into 


every 
an abyss of 
got no more than 
functory smile; 
ibig. It 
and now, 


knows 
| Well, Mr. 
| To Europe, 
| Spain. In 


he why. 


in 





crack kid himself- 


timorous 


he 
was horrible, 
searching 
asking himself why- 
part of the debacle 


Riskin is 


answer 


when he was forced to 


obert Riskin—once 


the toast of Broadway, the guy thet 
knew all the answers, automatically 


xt juste, the wise- 


—didn't know how 


talk to a chorus girl any more. 


fell 
the 


gambit 


stony silence; 


lines he dusted off from the old days 


a tight-lipped, per- 
was a dud, but 
an utter rout, 
into his soul and 
-why—the worst 
is that he thinks 


going far away, 
fact. Perhaps to 
to a direct ques- 


tion about ‘When You're in Love’ 
which he both wrote and directed, 
| he said that he will never both 
write and direct again. Either write, 
or direct, but not both. In the first 
place, it’s too tough, and in the sece- 
ond, with no one to stop him, the 
fellow who does both is apt te ge 
off on the wrong tangent. He needg 
a sounding board, he says. 
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Bhiyn Par Revives Commercial Yaude 
Idea, Plus Wire; May Drop Sponsor 








Revival of the commercial stage 
show idea—an experiment tried and 
found failing by Loew's several 
years ago—is being given a whirl by 
Doc Joe Lee at Si Fabian’s Brooklyn 
Paramount, First show was held Fri- | 
day night (2), with a half-hour | 
broadcast under the sponsorship of | 
Michael’s, Brooklyn furniture store, | 
over WMCA, and the response on an | 
otherwise off-night in Brooklyn was | 
a near-capacity house. ; ; 

Tagged ‘Professional Night,’ show 
is presented in a stage-band setting 
in conjunction with the dualling of | 
‘King and the Chorus Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par). It’s a pro- 
vaude layout (a twist on the amateur 
nights), with Vincent Lopez as guest- 
star and pianologing a couple of 
tunes. Idea is to present similar 
shows every Friday night on a one- 
show basis, but it’s likely that Lee, in 
the future, will curtail if not entirely 
eliminate the commercial end. 

That paid audiences will not go for 
commercial spiels became very ev!- 
dent at this first show during the an- 
nouncer’s discourse on the merits 
and prices of Michael's mattresses. 
It began to sound like escaping 
steam. This came close to the end of 
the half-hour broadcast of the show, 
with another 43 minutes tagged on 
strictly for the payees. 

Gerald Griffin, co-booker of the 
show with Fally Markus, me.’d and 
also was the show’s sole singer, none 
too forte in either department. No 
humor in his introductions, with this 
aggravated by his lethargy in getting 
to and from the mike. His tenoring 
is only fair and, reading the lyrics 
of his first song, ‘Trust in Me,’ didn't 
help his impression. Besides Lopez. 
rest of the acts comprised Smith and 
Hart, mixed camedy team; Bob 
Howard, colored pianist-singer, who 
easily scored top honors with his 
Fats Walleresque scat-singing in the 
layout; Cuby and Smith, drunk- 
acrobats and also okay, and the 
closing Dan Costello and Ca. (5) 
flash. Latter uncorked some meat 
dancing among its four femmes and 
billed male. Costello is especially 
good in an Astaire routine, though 
not mentioning it as an imitation. 

As a b.o. stunt, ‘Professional Night’ 
should pan out okay. Breoklyn Par's 
pro night is set for Fridays se as not 
to interfere with the Monday ama- 
teur nights at the nearby Fox. also 
Fabian-operated, nor with the Tues- 
day night dancing contests which 
will be started at the Strand, another 
Fabian site, April 13. 

Par’s stage show is being worked 
in front of Ben Nelson's 12-piece 
band, okay enough im playing the 
show to evidence ability to hold 
down a couple of solo spots with 
straight musical numbers, something 
the 73-minute proceedings could 
have used Friday night. Broadcast 
starts with the show at 9:30 p.m. 
which, added to the dual film policy. 
keeps the Par's customers off the 
streets for nearly four hours. 

Brooklyn Paramount's expense the 
first show entailed only Nelson's 
band. with Michael’s bearing the tap 
for the acts and a standby radio 
musical crew. Scho. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 2. 

Cab Calloway swung into Philly 
and before first of five-a-day was 
half through Earle was jammed with 
customers. Three-aet revue which 
the Harlem hotcha brings with him 
well chosen, every one a top num- 
ber, plus natural showmanship of 
Calloway himself, making it a 
wicket-clicking show. 

Despite crowded house, there was 
a surprising lack of pound-palming 
following the numbers. Applause 
was more than polite, but never de- 
manded more than one encore. This 
contrasts sharply with four and five 
years ago when Calloway troupe 
made regular appearances her. rat- 
tling the raftery with applause. 
Calloway’s technique isn't slipping, 
it’s better than every, if anything. 
Can it be a shift in audience taste? 

Band makes appearance on an 
Earle stage better decorated than it 
has been for long time. Very sim- 
ple, gold back drop and silver stuff 
on band stand, but pleasing and ap- 
propriate. 

Calloway works leading his men. 
dancing, trucking, Susy-queing and 
singing. Well-known grin is ever- 
present to add life to the affair. 

Most noticeable about whole show, 
from technical viewpoint, is the 
smoothness of its presentation. This 
is in large part due to Calloway’s 
easy manner. He doesn’t walk up to 
mike and spiel—like so many other 
a next number will 
Bs; 

Acts are skilfully and showmanly 


worked. Best example is intro of 
Tramp Fand from Cotton Club 
(N. Y.) tevue. Calloway steps to 
mike as though to announce next 
number, and boys in his band lay 
down instruments and swing feet 


onto music stands, letting him know 
they’re on sitdown strike. Then they 
get up and walk-out. Cab appears 
non-plussed-for moment; but quickly 





recovers to say that he suspected this 
might happen, so has been rehears- 
ing some lads he picked up this 
morning down on Kater street 
(Philly Harlem). 

With this Tramp band comes on. 
Boys are in tatters and play on wash 
tubs, kazoos, etc. Render it sweet 
and hot, led by a boy who out- 
Stepins Fetchit. Members of band 
each do a novelty and leader works 
in swell eecentric routine. Act gets 
strongest hand of show. 

Avis Andrews, bright blues singer, 
also introed in somewhat same man- 
ner. After pattering with Calloway 
for few minutes, chirps into “My 
Copper-Colored Man’ directed at 
leader. This act is Evelyn Keyes, 
darktown tapper who knows the 
way around. 

Band plays such sure favorites as 
‘Minnie the Moocher,’ with aud in- 
vited to join in ho-de-hos; ‘St. James 
Infirmary,’ and ‘I’ve Got You Under 
My Skin,’ with Calloway doing nov- 
elty vocal. 

ic is “Girl Overboard’ (U) with 
newsreel, travelog and short. 

Herb. 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, April 3. 

This show is noteworthy because it 
exemplifies in complete degree the 
high standard of production set for 
the Chicago by the Balaban & Katz 
production department, plus excel- 
lence of the chorus routines. With 
the Oriental sister-house using trav- 
eling units the last couple of weeks, 
Fred Evans has had the use of the 
12 girls from that theatre at his dis- 
posal, and is using them in conjunc- 
tion with the Chicago’s 16 girls for 
a 28-girl combination that is causing 
plenty of word-of-mouth comment. 

Line smacks the audience with two 
nifty sessions currently, opening on 
a Tiller routine that’s tops, getting 
audience appiause throughout. Girls 
just reach across the stage, and the 
number is an eye-filler that deserves 
the billing it’s getting. Finale a 
gypsy-tambourine routine that has 
the stage full of color and flash. 

House brings back three standard 
turns and they deliver as per pre- 
scription. Especially the three 
Wiere Bros. with that Buropean 
knack of making an act distinctive. 
Wieres have eccentric dancing and 
comedy for the basis of their turn, 
but have added to that with a com- 
edy violin bit that gives the act addi- 
tional laughs. 

John Tio has come a long way in 
the last three years. He has strength- 
ened handling of talking parret and 
is generally more sure of himself. 
Bird is still impersonating the duck, 
cat, dog, Crosby, Durante, etc. Act 
looks a great bet for a nite spot 
where the intimacy would be a de- 
cided asset. 

Dance team of Stadler and Rose 
are doing a Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
routine (with Walt Disney's permis- 
sion) that has the basis of a genuine 
comedy number, but they just man- 
age to miss the real click that is 
just-over-the-line. Number now 
consists of a burlesque run-through 
of various types of dancing from 
adagio to Apache. Team is back in 
the finale for a neat-looking Spanish 
routine. 

In the deuce spot are the Frazee 
Sisters, always a good-looking, nice- 
delivery vocal team that can sell pop 
tunes. 

Picture is ‘Marked Woman’ (WB). 
Business was excellent at the last 
show on Saturday. Gold. 


LOEW’S, MONTREAL 


Montreal, April 4. 

Current 60-minute show at this 
house is virtually Red Skelton, locally 
popular, who m.c.’s throughout and 
does usual clowning turns which 
never fail to get applause. Most of 
the acts feature tapping of which 
there is one stand-out performance 
by Mattison Rhythms, three men and 
four femmes, who open the show and 
work into calls and encore. One of 
these, unnamed, in tails, taps ‘Rhap- 
sody in Blue’ music to a sensational 
finale, that gets otherwise cold house 
on its feet. 

Skelton has some new gags and 
sketches about at level of former 
performances here but house will 
take anything from him. Masters & 
Rollins in the deuce. Man and gal, 
latter something of a contortionist, 
go through the standard mayhem act. 
Sally, Irene & Mary, harmony sing- 
ers, get coolish reception in third, 
followed by featured act. Owen Mc- 
Givney, who plays half a dozen parts, 
with lightning changes of costume. 
He chooses Oliver Twist, but the 
crowd not being Dickens rans, 
doesn’t know quite what it was all 
about. However, the quick changes 
do the trick and Skelton gets him his 
encore. Skelton then closes show 
with a clowning imitation of Me- 
Givney’s act. 

Half a house first night, improved 
to good biz over weekend. On the 
sereen ‘Dancing Lady’ (Metro) and 
‘Don't Turn ’Em Loose’ (RKO). 

Lane. 


Marquee space is used this week 
for ‘March of Time’ (RKO) and the 
Grand National steeplechase race re- 
cently run at Aintree, England, and 
admirably photographed by Pathe 
with Clem McCarthy announcing it 
in his expert, showmanlike style. 
This Pathe elip, photographed in 
detail, and the ‘Time’ issue dealing 
with child labor, Harlem voodoo and 
the coming coronation, plus one of 
Lew Lehr’s best dialectic spasms 
furnish the thrills of the present 
show. Lehr owes much to Simians 
and photographs of the monks as 
excuse for chatter that may be re- 
garded as stale, but this week the 
Fox. Movietone comedian makes it 
very funny. He has another clip for 
laughs that isn’t as strong a mirth- 
provoker, but fairly good results are 
wrung from shots of girls at Miami 
Beach on ski-scooters. 

Management gets its show a-roll- 
ing with a specially prepared foot- 
age from Paramount recalling decla- 
ration of war just 20 years ago. 
Files have yielded shots that make 
that war seem even farther back 
than that. Peace moves of today 
and a litt’ visit with Col. House tops 
it all off. 

The hissers were in evidence at 
Saturday afternoon’s show, giving 
the snake greeting to Mussolini on 
two different occasions and once to 
a Catholic priest. The heavy-jowled 
Duce gets it first when MHearst’s 
News of the Day considers the cur- 
rent worries of Britain over Italy’s 
moves, with shots showing the syn- 
thetic Caesar in Africa indulgently 
eyeing a demonstration in his behalf. 
These shots are expansive and well 
done. Later on, Pathe cameras 
watch a demonstration in Rome in 
celebration of the 18th year of 
Fascism. None of the cameramen 
found the girl whe recently splut- 
tered for the public prints about the 
Duce. That may come later. 

Lord Tweedsmuir, visiting Wash- 
ington, is an interesting camera sub- 
ject but he wouldn’t talk. Other 
personalites in this week’s newsreel 
news are scarce but, of course, in- 
clude President Roosevelt and 
Adolph Zukor, latter’s recent dinner 
being attended by Paramount News. 
Will Hays is recorded on film for a 
few feet but snipped rather abruptly. 

Something different is Par’s first 
pictures of a television broadcast, 
done from the Philo T. Farnsworth 


studios in Philadelphia, with a 
singer and a musical trio pene 
ing. From the clip the public might 


be led to believe they have some- 
thing there. 

Amateur photographer turned over 
to Hearst some interesting footage 
taken aboard a Coast Guard cutter 
when rescuing sailors from a sink- 
ing freighter off the New England 
Coast. Another freighter disaster on 
European shores is also tossed in by 
Hearst, but Pathe’s recent rescue pic- 
tures are still tops, Of a cute nature is 
the Pathe contribution on a 13-pup lit- 
ter. The little pooches create some 
fun by having a licking spree with a 
litthe baby. 

The field of sports is represented, 
in addition to the Grand National 
race, by a knock-down, drag-out 
wrestling battle royal (U); New 
York’s recent ice carnival (Hearst); 
a boxing match between Chicago and 
N. Y. glove contenders (U): Oxford- 
Cambridge oarsmen competing on 
the Thames (Fox); football practice 
by Northwestern (Par) and a ski- 
train to pull the enthusiasts back 
up the hills. 

Fox sends in some fairly interest- 
ing action scenes on the Spanish con- 
flict showing the shelling of a town 
near Madrid. Char. 


MICHIGAN, DET. 


Detroit, April 2. 


Pleasant surprise at this spot cur- 
rently. Not because anyone ques- 
tioned the Roxyettes’ ability or pre- 
cision, but due to the fact the 16-gal 
line is not only top-billed, but gar- 
ners more genuine applause than 
has been accorded a chorus in sev- 
eral years here. A lot more, in fact, 
than that given wad of higher- 
priced acts in past. 

Nor can thé acclaim be attributed 
to a paucity of good acts on current 
bill. Show, to be sure, has no big 
names, but there is plenty of talent 
in the following: Four Craddocks, 
acrobatic comics; Cilly Feindt, plus 
her dancing. horses: Lucille Paige, 
acro hoofer; Reynolds & White, nov- 
elty duo, and Arrens & Broderick, 
comedians. 

Neat well-balanced show is tagged 
‘Revue Montmarte’ and runs out 
slightly more than hour. Has benefit 
of appropriate, though not elaborate 


settings, and, except for several 
rough edges at early show caught 
(2), tempo is swift and smooth. 


Turns spotted nicely and costuming 
is above average. 

Roxyettes, who've been signatured 
for a two-weeks’ stand with a 
change of routines next stanza, are 
on three times. First for a French 


routine, followed by fencing and 
free-ball numbers. Latter routine is 
a knockout. Niftily garbed, gals 
atop big wooden balls jiggle ‘em 
around into several formations. 


Planted stunt, whereby one gal has 
a tough time keeping on ball, is so 
realistic it puts audience in stitches. 
Line off to rocking applause. 

Lucille Paige, working with line, 
gets off some neat control hoofing, 





climaxed by a flashy turn atop a 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 





huge platform in which she leans 
backward on hands and taps with 
feet. 

Cilly Feindt and her horses, 
spotted trey, is an okay turn, but 
loses some of its effectiveness due to 
lack of a clinching climax. Hosses 
are well-trained and terp im nice 
time, especially the ‘Blue Danube’ 
number. Miss Feindt, appearing 
nicely, gets off to big hand. So do 


Arrens & Broderick, male and 
femme comedians. Male is an ac- 
complished pianist, while femme 


contributes some norsensical war- 
bling, ete. 

Four Craddocks go over big from 
time they emerge from dummy sail- 
boat in drop until curtain. It’s a 
round of fast-moving acrobatics and 
pantomime comedy, and four fellas 
receive deserved big hand. 

Opening spot is filled by Reynolds 
& White, with a novelty musical- 
comedy turn. Duo, garbed as hoboes, 
but with tailed red coats and caps, 
have plenty on the ball. Can play 
violins and clarinets, plus some sock 
comedy stuff. 

Overture, consisting of medley of 
Sigmund Romberg’s numbers, fea- 
tures Eduard Werner’s pit ‘band, plus 
Virginia Hooper, soprano. House 
well filled Friday evening (2). Pic 
is ‘Marked Woman’ (WB). Pete. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 1. 


Kenny Baker, warbler with the 
Jack Benny air program, is making 
his local stage debut currently, head- 
ing first straight vaude bill this 
Fanchon & Marco house has offered 
in some months. Baker is easily class 
of the six-act bill. Has a cleancut 
personality, with easy style of song 
delivery and a voice that is tops. 
Puts over four pop ballads for excel- 
lent returns. 

House is introducing something 
different this week by utilizing ser- 
vices of George Byron, news an- 
nouncer from KNX, to read a series 
of late news flashes. It’s novel but 
not new, and failed to elicit any 
great amount of enthusiasm this 
p.m. Byron also functions as emcee 
during temporary absence of Rube 
Wolf, laying off for the week. 

Vaude acts are backgrounds by the 
Eddie Barefield’s all-colored band, 
which opens with a hot rhythm over- 
ture. Three Danbridge Sisters, col- 
ored crooners and steppers, follow to 
good returns, then Rogan and 
Brown, comedy steppers, with a line 
of hoke comedy, that gets acress 
SO-SO. 

Monroe and the two Adams Sis- 
ters, jugglers, have a neat turn that 
is characterized by novelty all the 
way through. Trio juggle balls atop 
snare drums and do some fancy jug- 
gling while stepping. 

Boice and Ladd, comedy talking 
pair, pull a lot of good stuff, with 
femme getting just a bit rough in 
spots. Male member does a Negro 
spiritual that’s well put across. 

Screen feature is ‘Outcast’ (Par), 
with Paramount News, ‘Three 
Stooges, short, Paramount Pictorial 
and Pop-eye cartoon for filler. Trade 
not too hot at opener today. Ldwa. 





TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, April 2. 

Things are hitting a new high, cur- 
rently, with one of the best flesh 
bills since Fox occupancy here. It’s 
bang-up entertainment all the way 
and should get a job done at the 
b.o. Pie is ‘Time Out for Romance’ 
(20th). 

Bob Hall, whose specialty is ad lib 
rhyming gets pretty biased on 
topical affairs (apparently flailing a 
topic makes it easier on the rhym- 
ster), He has a Fourth of July de- 
livery style and bites off large 
chunks of verse that please the 
customers. He is brought on when 
the line (12) stages a sit-down strike. 
This gives him an opportunity to 
unleash his own sentiments anent 
the strikes. This town has had suf- 
ficient first-hand experience with the 
sit-downers so that Hall’s remarks 
put him solid with the payees. 

Frank Conville and Sunny Dale get 
by nicely with their clowning. Con- 
ville’s Charley Chaplin impersona- 
tion is fine for the older crowd, but 
plenty of the young ‘uns probably 
thought it was just a character get- 
up of Conville’s. Miss Dale, an okay 
looker, fills an all-stooge assign- 
ment. Team is strictly patter all the 
way. 

Joe Arena and Co., a blonde and 
a Boston bull, have another patter 
turn interspersed with cart-wheels 
and acrobatic didoes. Unbilled girl 
specializes in the latter. For sheer 
grace and rhythm she’s tops here. 
Arena continually plucks filled liquor 





glasses from his pockets after his | 
falls and spins. Gags are so-so. 
House band, under Ted Cook’s 


direction, gets off ‘This Year’s Kisses’ 
in fine style. 
had much to live for here, should 
be happy this week as three of their 
number are slotted for specialties. 
Gaylord Bentley, sax-player, vocal- 
izes ‘Kisses’ and Max Tiff and Les 
Boyer, trumpeters, are down front 
for the finale with some scat and hot 
licks. By utilizing these bandsmen 
in short bits bill is given a nice swift 
pace, 

Lester Harding, a heavy fave these 
many months, baritones a pop tune 
to great returns. Here’s a guy that’s 
held his job for a long time and one 
reason is because he keeps getting 


Musikers, who haven't | 


-——= 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, April 2. 

Sockeroo’s the word for this lay. 
out, and Stanley’s first-show mob 
hasn’t had such a palm workout since 
Sophie Tucker was an ingenue. It's 
billed as Don Redman and his Cotton 
Club revue, but that's merely a 
marquee label since, in the stix, any- 
thing of a sepia nature out of the 
big town must necessarily stem from 
the Cotton Club. The Cab Calloway 
unit, now touring, is also using that 
ag. 

But Cotton Club needn’t worry 
about its rep for this slick unit would 
more than do justice to that cele- 
brated nitery. It’s in three parts 
Redman and his regular band act. 
and a brace of specialty turns, Berry 
Bros. and Buck & Bubbles. That's a 
line-up to try and top and so many 
socks develop that a 55-minute pre- 
sentation ran 15 minutes beyond that. 
Nobody seemed to mind this after- 
noon, however. 

Redman makes only one error. He 
carries too many vocalists, four of 
’em, and while they’re all different 
types, there’s a bit of vocal monotony 
in the early sections. 

Band is a smart 15-piece combo 
with a crackeriack brass section. 
That's the sort of thing the customers 
expect of a dusky outfit and Redman 
doesn’t disappoint. Taking credit for 
the beginning of choral singing—‘so 
successful that it’s been dunlicated 
by others, particularly Fred Waring’ 
he says—is a mistake. however, be- 
cause around here they remember 
Waring and his glee club when Red- 
man was merely synonomous with a 
Sioux. 

Maestro himself keeps well in the 
background, letting the band sneak 
for him—and it does, with plenty to 
spare. Arrangements are smart and 
effective and crew goes to town on a 
flock of pops like a blues cyclone. 
Redman has his four singers, three 
femmes and one bov, up front, start- 
ing off with Flla May Walters, who 
winds uv with a blazing truck, 
through Johnny Porter, Maude Rus- 
sell and Louise McCarroll. Latter 
has an attractive deep voice thrt’'s 
honey to a Cole Porter tune like 
‘T’ve Got You Under My Skin.’ 

Russell femme is another A-1 
saleslady. but Porter showld lighten 
up the repertoire a bit. Does three 
numbers. ‘When Mv Dreamboat 
Comes Home.’ ‘Gypsv Tea Room’ and 
‘Goodnight Mv Love,’ and thev’re all 
in the same slow tempo, which is a 
mistake. 

Berry Bros. are on in the middle. 
a swell snot and a pushover for them 
with their class hoofing. Oldest one. 
narticularly, is a whiz with his effort- 
less splits and loose-limibed magic 
and they beg off after 10 minutes of 
torrid leemania. 

Back in town for their first visit 
since playing Nixen in ‘Porgy and 
Bess,” Buck & Bubbles, likewise, 
found the going easy. ‘Team’s mix- 
ture of clowning, tavping. singing. 
vianology and seneral nonsense is a 
perfect example of accurate timing 
and their varied stuff has an enter- 
tainment consistency that’s tons. 
Turn’s essentially the same as it’s 
heen for years but they make it seem 





fresh. a 
Picture is ‘Her Husband Lies 
(Par). with newsreel and cartoon 


comedy winding uv vrogram. Piz 
comfortable but not outstanding. with 
three-ouarters downstairs and a 
scattering in balcony. Cohen. 


PALACE, CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, April 3. 

Nothing so high nor so low in 
RKO Palace’s 55-minute bill, but 
combo of Stepin Fetchit with Fran- 
ces Arms and three okay acts is a 
perfect balance for ‘Nancy Steele Is 
Missing’ (RKO), It’s built like an 
old-time vaude bill, satisfying ‘em 
that likes it that way. ; 

First item is Duval, who sets right 
tempo with light chatter and magic 
illusions, leading up to silk-handker- 
chief tricks. A perennial visitor who 
might get some new ones, yet it has 
plenty of eye-appeal. Faster and 
newer are precise military taps by 
Samuel and Harriet Hayes, who also 
do-a whirly acrobatic spot. Four- 
some shows it’s only been reorgan- 





ized recently; hits stride in high 
goose-step. A good warmer for the 
deuce act. 


Stepin Fetchit, put exactly in mid- 
dle, certainly gets the breaks for a 
build-up. Seen here before three 
times, sameness of skit and lack of 
fresh gags counts against him, Easy- 
chair bit and bellboy helping him 
change suits still rate most laughs. 
Harlem shuffle and stumbling walk- 
off not as effective as return in a 
rickshaw. Boy steals two more bows 
from him. 

Frances Arms, following, takes 
advantage of audience mood by §0- 


|ing to town on Yiddish song charac- 





better. Hoyt. 


terization, adding extra verses at 
first show. Fine showmanship 
throughout in her Irish and Italian 
portraits which vitalize entire show. 
At opener she had to turn down re- 
quests for encore. 

For next to closing, Mells, Kirk 
and Howard whoop up noisy hanas 
with hoked ‘March of Time’ travesty. 
Sharp, breezy stuff that’s well liked. 
It's about time, however, they set 
another song to take place of ‘Music 
Goes Round.” Gomez and Winons 
suffer a bit by final position. 
though their shoulder-whirling terp 
work has real color. Business pi¢ 
ing up steadily. Pullen. 
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ALHAMBRA, PARIS 


Paris, March 25. 
though touted as the big Easter 
how, this one falls short. Two acts 
are billed as Americans. 

Alto and Yvette open with some 
ood balancing. Working with 
chairs on top of a high pole they 
draw good returns, Okay number 
for this spot, which starts things off 
with movement. 

Raymond Bour follows with gags 
and songs of the sort well liked by 
the French. 
imitations of French dramatic actors 
for plenty of laughs. 

Geaiks and Geaiks do a variety of 
first-class imitations. One of the 


duo does most of the imitations, in- | 
attempts to} 


terspersing them with > ' 
sneak a drink. Imitations include 
dogs of all sizes, birds and a barn- 
yard variety. Act closes with the 
clown turning straight to w histle a 
march in front of the curtain. Draws 
plenty of laughs throughout and a 
good hand at the end. 

Lalage, girl acrobat, provides a 
nice break. Doing most of her work 
hanging from one arm, she uses 


rings, ropes and a single-hand grip, | 
a difficult 
Well | 


on which she executes 
routine with grace and ease. 
liked. 

Harry Reso, comedy dancer, opens 
his act with some fancy whistling, 


shich doesn’t catch on too well, due | 
ge |show is Pinky Tomlin, singing songs 


to the Geaiks’ earlier competition. 
But his dances are a different mat- 
ter. His loose sliding shuffle makes 
him appear completely disconnected 
in the stomach. One of best ap- 
plause catchers of the show. 

Comedy sketch closes the first half. 
Armand Bernard, w.k. on the French 
stage and billed in the lead, was 
sick the night caught. Saturnin 
Fabre and Charpin, who are both 
known in French films, and Fer- 
nand-Rene, a legit actor, take the 
remainder of the lead parts. Comedy 
situation is brought about by four 
men being invited to give a string 
quartet concert, but none of them 
plays the instrument he carries. A 
radio program, broadcast as_ they 
pretend to play, saves them and the 
host is satisfied, even though the 
fake musicians do have some trouble 
imitating the brasses in the radio 
band with their fiddles. Skit has 
some good lines and is well acted 
throughout. 

Marie Hollis, billed as ‘the Most 
Beautiful Star of Hollywood,’ is the 
first American to appear, opening 
the second half. Her’ acrobatic 
dancing is smooth and the most diffi- 
cult parts of her routine are exe- 
cuted with ease. Localites liked her 
polish and showmanship. 

Spadaro is another of the French 
music hall stand-bys, who has a rou- 
tine similar to the rest, a few gags, 
some songs and few imitations. He 
garners best results with his mimick- 
ing of different types in the audi- 
ence. Finishes by burlesquing an 
opera, singing all the parts himself. 

Roy, Lee and Dunn, three Ameri- 
can dancers, are next with some 
stepping that is fast and amusing. 
Trio opens with a tap routine that 
has nothing unusual, but its speed 
helps. Two follow with a drunk 
dance which does not go too well. 
Dummies representing women tied 
to their shoes and held while they 
dance prove good enough for the act 
to finish well. Acts with the speed 
of this one are rare in France, and 
it took the audience a few moments 
to catch on and follow the fast 
action. 

Five d’Oxford, three women and 
two men, close with an act that fur- 
nishes a weak try at some soccer 
while riding bicycles. A couple 
makes up each team and the extra 
woman acts as referee. Ball is han- 
dled with short sticks. Act is thin. 
Nothing approaching anv spectacu- 
lar riding is produced and the motive 
for action is poor. 

Fred Mele is back in the pit: Mlle. 
Regine Grandes announces program. 

Hugo. 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


: Baltimore, April 2. 
Biggest opening crowd in months 


greeted Shep Fields and presentation’ 


at Hipp this week and lapped up 
every second of the 44-minute ses- 
sion. No doubt as to draw of rippler, 
audience greeting every tune an- 
nouncement with sizable applause 
and ovation on final curtain. Three 


acts, added to vary orchestral doings. | 


Spotted nicely and give change of 
wey to setup. House set used, with 
ields as m. ec. and acts working in 
front of band. ; 

Stereopticon shot of moving waves 
on slowly parting curtain and signa- 
ture precedes opening medley. 


and very nice. 


Next, ‘Humoresque’ 
Played as 


waltz, Dixieland, sym- 


Phonic, sweet, swing and rippling. | 


Good arranging here and Fields’ in- 
troductions smoothly _ presented. 
unny Rice, diminutive tapper, on 
next with brief hoofing session, fea- 
turing some lightning spins for socko 
finish. This gal, a graduate of the 
Radio City Music Hall «N. Y.) ballet. 
uses her classic technique to good 
advantage, particularly in the use of 
her hands. 


Two more numbers by the band, | 


‘Moonlight and Shadows* and ‘That's 
a Plenty,’ follow with individual 
members of combo contributing solo 
Spots. Marilyn Miller, local juvenile 
Singer, recently out of radio kiddie 
Clubs, takes hold here. with three 
Songs, all capably sold in her sultry 
contralto and scat style. She is okay 











but dressing in show caught too ma- 

ture, Should go in for Deanna Dur- 

bin, junior miss type of fashion. 
Rimsky Korsakoft’s involved 


| ‘Flight of the Bumble Bee’ gets a 


very flashy presentation here with 


| Murray Golden, band’s accordionist, 


going after things in masterful style. 
Boy really goes to town on _ the 
squeezebox and climax of number 
with entire band playing accordions 
plenty good. A tough spot to follow, 
what with the lingering applause, 


| but Fritz and Jean Hubert stepped 
He then offers several 


out with their stew knockabout pan- 
tomime and tied proceedings up 
tighter than a drum. Team is work- 
ing much faster than when caught 
here before and added comedy after 
opening plenty sock. 

‘Swampfire,’ old standby. closes 
matters nicely, band getting off in 
| Stimulating style with clever instru- 
mentation and pace. Plenty of ap- 
plause and ample curtains. Fields has 
a musicianly combo, with Lou Halmy 
on the single trumpet and Syd Green 
on drums outstanding, in addition to 
| Golden, accordionist. 

Film is ‘Devil's Playground’ (RKO) 
along with current issue of ‘March 
of Time.’ Burm. 


CENTER, DENVER 


Denver, April 3. 
The draw on the Center stage 
| written by himself, and some others. 
| 4n unassuming chap, plays his guitar 
| with one foot on a chair for a brace, 
and sings into the house mike. He 


| gives a big money’s worth—chirping | 


'eight songs when the house demands 
|that many. Songs get over, and are 
|‘What’s the Reason?’ ‘Love Bug Will 
|Get You,’ ‘Object of My Affections,’ 
| ‘Sittin’ Bull,’ ‘Brand Baby,’ ‘Porter's 
Love Song,’ ‘Pappy’ and ‘Teched in 
| the Haid.’ 

Most of the rest of the show is 
| good support for Tomlin. Ruthburn 
|and Co., man and two femmes, do a 
|diversified musical. Verne Ruthburn 
plays several instruments in neat 
| fashion, with Peggy Anderson doing 
la nice 


singing job via the house 
mike, with other femme handling 


the piano. 

Three roller skaters, Three Rolling 
| Ramblers, put on a fast act, with one 
|of them skating around the stage 
|several times holding the skates 
| with his hands, feet in the air. The 


| heavy holds the other two in a long | 


spin. 

Bill Telaak & Co., latter a red 
| head femme, do a fast line of chat- 
ter and fallabout stuff. 

Center is being redecorated, new 
carpets are being laid, and the house 
| given a general going over. Already 
the effects are showing, and they are 
needed, as not much has been done 
| to the house for years. It was closed 
for several years, and before reopen- 
ing some work was done. Bud Bur- 
ton, formerly with the Dancing Bur- 
tons, brother and sister act in vaude, 


rons a money’s worth with a double 
bill, stage show, and a short or two, 
lasting three hours, for a top evening 
price of two bits. Rose. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI. 


Chicago, Aprii 3. 
State-Lake audiences to whom a 
show is the one big treat of the week 
have built up the idea of a good 
time in their minds, until it is so big 
that they are ready to receive al- 


|most anything enthusiastically, but, 


when something exceptionally socko 
comes along, they know it, and how. 
This is shown currently by the ap- 
plause given Dick and Edith Barstow 
and their tap turn. They do three 
toe tap routines, and all three are 
such that the act stands way above 





anything else on the bill. This is 
especially true with the Russian 
stuff done up and down the stairs 
on the toes, and the toe leaps. 
Second honors go to Reis & Dunn, 


| who have a knack of stringing songs 


together and of doing parodies that 
click. Act is short, has plenty of 
speed, and finishes with a pip of a 
parody. 

Bob Easton, who isn’t a newcomer 


around here, seems to have re- 
vamped his act a bit. Still works | 
with Ondee Odette, good looking 


midget performer, and one who has 
everything it takes in singing and 
dancing, beside being able to read 
lines. Act opens with midget in baby 





Bob | 
oday. giving out with the vocals, ) 
|ture is 





carriage smart cracking answers to 
Easton and his woman partner. Re- 


mainder is given over to Odette girl | 
| soloing a tune, and dancing exhibi- | 


tion-routines with Easton. Latter 


should break that straw hat up 
sometime. Also, it might not be a 
bad idea to change the curtain 


speech; blurb about being on the | 


way to Hollywood for their first pic- 
‘ beginning to be remem- 
bered. 

Dare and Yates are comedy hand- 
to-hand balancers, worth nothing 
more than family-time bookings, but 
they're okay for that. Arm and leg 
mix-ups, and the regular tricks of 


such an act comprises the routine. 
Bill opens with Don Alvin and 
Girls. four of the latter. Turn is 


too long, and has too many people 
Acrobatic routine done by one of the 
girls would have been enough, and 
saved time. 

State-Lake Sweethearts do 


was far too slow to follow Dick and 
Edith Barstow. Closes show with 
a let-down. 

Whole bill. including picture ‘Dan- 
gerous Numbers’ (Metro), in for 
only six days, with house opening 


VARIETY HOUS 


is house manager, and is giving pat- | 


their ; 
usual two routines, but the last one 
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St. Louis, April 2. 

Two new policies have been in- 
| augurated at Fachon & Marco's sole 
combo house, St. Louis theatre: 
| showing first-run pix and _ starting 
| week on Friday, instead of Thurs- 
|'day. House also has installed new 
| set piece for Joe Winters’ ork. Cur- 
| rent show has lots of quality but is 
|} entirely too draggy and whole bill 
| that runs 70 mins. would be bene- 
fited by pruning. 

Bill opens fair enough with Roxy- 
ettes, in pairs, coming through cen- 
ter of curtain and reciting an in- 
troduction for Johnny Perkins, who 
appears to be a permanent fixture 
at this house. Perkins gets a nice 
hand and gags with line. Roxyettes 
then go into their first routine, ‘Or- 
gan Grinder Swing,’ which wins a 
hand, making way for Adair & Rich- 
ards, who score with their ballroom 
dance routine. 

Perkins returns with more of the 


stories customers like and calls on 
Jack Prince, 19-year-old warbler. 
This is Prince’s fourth consecutive 


week and he clicks with 
and ‘Some of These Days.’ 

Floyd Christy and Al Gould, in 
|} next slot, hav- ar entertaining com- 
| edy acrobatic act that includes some 
| slow-motion stuff but action is 
slowed down by too much gagging 
| before Gould sings ‘I'm Going to 
| Write Myself a Letter’ in acceptab 
style. Roxyettes are back with an 
Under Seas routine. during which 
Adair & Richards return for a sock 


‘Margie’ 


e 


|} adagio that goes over big. Next 
| come King, King and King. trio 
| that knows all the tap steps and 


| boys, in 
| rhythm 
| dancing, 


tails, 
routine 


score. with their 
and challenge tap 
which seemingly includes 
all the steps devised to date. 
Action slows down in next slot, 
which finds Stone & Lee in a com- 
| edy-musical-talking act. Stone pulls 
too many old gags, and his interview 
by Lee, the dumb Camp Fire Gir] 
reporter, is unnecessarily dragged 
| out. Brightest bit comes when Stone, 
about to do-a trombone solo, asks 
gal for a piano and unaided, she 
shoves a music box on stage. 
| Ball-walking routine tha? eight 
| gals of line did last week is re- 
| peated with 12 on the spheres and 
| Margaret Lund, blonde looker. has 
| become so proficient that she wows 
| sittees with her fake trouble in 
| Maintaining her balance. Bill comes 
| to an end as Perkins calls each act 
|}onto the apron and has each ap- 
|plaud the succeeding one, custom- 
|ers joining in for everyone. Screen 
offers ‘The Devil's Playground’ (Col). 
Biz good. Sahu, 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, April 3. 
Cap Warner house giving Bert 
| Granoff, former pit vocalist, his long- 
| promised break this week and he is 


coming through. A strong tenor | 
| who can handle pop stuff also, 
|Granoff spent year in overtures 


| without a chance to top a stage ar- 
ray. 
he’s back to headline five-act bill, 
one which could easily overshadow 
him but doesn’t. 

Makes entrance through center 
curtains to do ‘Goodnight My Love’ 
and ‘Goodnight Sweetheart’ in one. 
Uses mike, but fact that he can stand 
three feet back and make rafters 
ring lifts him definitely out of 
crooner class. Introduces Dean Her- 
rick and curtain opens to full stage, 
organist going into Gershwin medley 
under overhead spot. Next on, after 
similar introduction by Granoff, is 
Carolyn Henry, soprano, who mixes 
prettiness and stately bearing nicely. 
Needs to loosen up a bit, but gets 
by well with ‘Where Are You?’ Sock 
comes in two last numbers, Show 
| Boat medley and ‘May I Have Next 
| Romance with You?’ which finds two 
| people who can sing opening up full 
blast with organ and pit providing 
| background that would force a hand 
| from a deaf mute. Granoff’'s m. c.’ing, 
perhaps, goes over here as big as 
| it does because he’s home town lad, 
but with a little care on his lines he 
should be able to handle the chatter 
anywhere. Act, called ‘Melodic Mo- 
ments,’ is distinctly class without be- 
ing arty. 

Other four turns get under way 
with Ray and Trent, smooth slow- 
motion hand-stand specialists, 
; rate two encores. Harry King and 
Sinclair Twins follow with collection 





by full team. Granoff follows with 
Art Frank and Vivien Peterson 
| next, to wow ‘em with trick-legged 
| old gent and the tall handsome 
femme angle backing up ability to 
hoof plenty. Eaton Boys rine down 
curtain, bobbing through ‘Wahoo’ 
and ‘I Want My Rib,’ leadins into 
version of ‘No. a Thousand Times 
No,’ in which they shoot the works 
and leave ‘em all but cheering. 
Audrey Sieber, house mistress of 
ceremonies, still prettiest thing on a 
local stage. and her parade of spring 
gowns satisfies the femmes. 
Freddie Clark dispenses with over- 
ture in view of long bill. but 
rated bow after Henry King tosses 
verbal bouquet to band for accom- 


paniment. 
Pic is ‘Swing High, Swing Low 
(Par) and biz fine. Craig. 





| on Fridays hereafter. 
| with first 
capacity. 


Business good. 
show of the week near 
Loop. 





After season in midwest hotels, | 


who } 


of rhythm taps, one solo by King. | 
a double by gals and two numbers | 


Maestro | 


gets | 





Unit Reviews 
TED LEWIS UNIT 


(‘Rhythm Rhapsody’) 
(STATE, N. Y.) 
Ted Lewis, with his high hat and 





ae 


| clarinet, heads a moderately enter- 
| taining and 
| but it’s not as modern nor as am- 
| bitious an 
} - 
| culation 


acceptable band unit, 
orchestral organization 
as many contemporary outfits in cir- 
today. It is more reminis- 


icent of another day, when Lewis 
was at the top and we didn’t have 
the Benny Goodmans, Ray Nobles 


and others as opposition, most of 
them with large air followings and 
no doubt, better box office draught 
than he has today. 


‘When You're In Love’ (Col) is the 


picture, and probably will account 


for the major portion of the take 
currently. Business Thursday night, 
at the first show, was pretty good 


but house wasn’t filled at 8 o'clock 
Lewis’ specialty entertainers in- 
clude the Radio Aces trio, the Hi- 


| Hatters ‘another threesome), Chas. 
‘Snowball’ Whittier and two single 
dancers, Lita Lede and Ruth Daye. 
These people are billed in the lobby, 


| but they get no mention 


out any introduction at all. He is 
somewhat unique in this respect, 
virtually all band-leaders these days 
Ziving the help a nod to their au- 
diences. 

Radio Aces, singing trio spotted 
in the band, and Whittier, colored, 
are Lewis’ principal assets. Both acts 


| work hard and click satisfactorily 
without setting anything on fire. 
Lewis himself is most of the 41- 


minute unit, and he’s in evidence at 
all times. Always a showman, he 
derives the maximum from the ma- 
terial his band show composes. 

His opening number, ‘Music Is 
Magic’ is particularly well done. He 
sings it for all its value, on the sec- 
|ond chorus bringing out the trusty 
|clarinet. This is a rather swingy 
tune, which, in turn, is followed 
by a song special from Lewis that 
| brings on one of the girls and the 
Radio Aces, Latter are on frequently, 
| their most impressive number being 
|‘Serenade In The Night,’ as both 
| Miss Lede and Miss Daye dw a sister 
dance. 

Whittier dances, sings and figures 
in clowning with Lewis. His first 
number, fair enough soft shoe step- 
| ping, winds up with the three Hi- 
Hatters making it a foursome. Later 


on, when Whittier is singing ‘When | 
Lewis is | 


|My Baby Smiles At Me,’ 
| clowning the number up for fair 


results. The special arrangement of 


| ‘Unfinished Symphony’ is almost en- | 


| tirely an effort by Lewis and cohorts 
ito draw laughs. The 
tops this with a Russian classic that 
is given swing treatment for an 
effective finish. 

‘I'm The Leader of The 
|} another pleasing number, well sold 
by Lewis and topped by the Aces. 
| Lewis and Whittier work on ‘Me 
and My Shadow,’ an oldie that could 
| be replaced, Hi-Hatters figure here 
again in a soft shoe dance, okay. 
The vocal trio get additional exer- 
cise on a Cuban number, which 
works up to ‘Peanut Vendor’ and has 
Whittier wheeling a large cart onto 
the stare from which Lewis tosses 
peanuts into the audience. This is 
the best number in the unit. 

Unit is nicely set on the stage. The 
musicians wear red jackets, which is 
a bit different. Char, 


STOP, LOOK & LISTEN 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, April 4. 

Shortest talented opus to arrive 
here in any season, ‘Stop, Look and 
| Listen,” manages to keep its head 
|} above water by dint of comedy labo: 
of Joe Christy. Besides him there's 
only the old standard act, Four War- 
ners. Roster of other turns consists 
of Ann Anderson, Scandinavian ac- 
cordionist, who also sings; Frances 
Burdick, acro; and the line of girls, 
‘the Five Betty Co-eds. 

Show manages to come out with 
53 minutes, Christy driving himself 
to frenzied lunacy for 25 minutes or 
jmore of the running time. He 
| opens, quarters, halves, and closes— 
jthe latter his piano beatings. His 
old fav, imitation of the fermme tak- 
jing the bath, causes minor convul- 
sions in the house. 

Only five gals in the chorus, but 
there's the equivalent weight of 
seven. Parisian sleeve number cos- 
tume choice was the best, since it 
called for a flowing skirt. Frances 
| Burdick’s number, on early, is a fair 
sort of backbending 
jalthough every stunt is known and 
aged. The Anderson girl plays a 
fair squeeze and foiled nicely with 
Christy when the duo ‘Dream Boat 
Comes Home.’ 

Warners, pop, mom, son and 
| daughter, is vaude of the old school. 
Parents open, pulling gags out of 
which the snap was gone two dec- 
ades ago. Kids are better, the gal 
singing and the lad, cream of the 
act, a dancing violinist. Girl is okay, 
but could stand better dressing and 
| faster song. 
| Show was produced for the Wilbur 
| Cushman circuit by Al Weston and 
jis handled on the road by Frank 
Warner. Time varies with Christy— 
can go 10 minutes either way from 








from the | 
| stage, Lewis bringing them on with- | 


| the most 
| songalogers, 


;} mean as 


singing trio | 





routine, 


; cute toe tap 
| costume 
|rig. This satisfies the customers that 
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New Acts 


RUDOLF FRIML, JR., Orchestra 


| French Casino, N. Y. 


Rudolf Friml, Jr., heading a new 
dance band under the aegis of Con- 
solidated Radio Artists, brings an 
illustrious name and a highly en- 


gaging personality into the dance 
band field. Young Friml, who has 
been fooling around as a_esong- 


plugger, quondam _ tune-fashioner, 
etc., has surrounded himself with an 
expert dance combo which is already 
recording for the new Master disks, 
is slated for shorts, and is currently 
on its debut nitery engagement at 
the French Casino, N. Y. 

The boy is about 22 or 23, has a 
screentest personality, and was given 


a strong sendoff on his French Casino 


bow-in via an NBC ‘conversation’ 
with his noted composer-father, from 
Hollywood, where he is filmusical 
composing. Incidentally, for the 
trade, it’s the first builder-upper 
from pere to fils, as Jr. heretofore 
got no support from his father. 

His band as a dance combo is OK 
save that he must learn to mix up 
his dance sets a bit more. They're 
not sufficiently varied, but that’s a 
trick of maestroing that comes with 
seasoning. Musicianly and for dance- 
ability the combo’s there, as _ is 
Mildred Windelle, his featured 
vocaliste, who handles a pop chorus 
nicely as occasion arises, Abel. 


DWIGHT FISKE 
Pianolog 


| 10 Mins. 
| Savoy-Plaza, N. Y. 


Dwight Fiske is 


among the top 
chansoneurs 


whose low songs wow 


| the high-hats of Manhattan, London 


and Palm Beach. He's undoubtedly 
literate of the naughty 
writing his own very 
clever verses which, per se, wouldn't 
much in printer’s ink as 
when done by Fiske, fortified by that 
dynamic Steinway accompaniment 
which really dramatizes the lyrics. 
Fiske, of course, is by no means 
a New Act, but recorded herewith 
for the files. 


It’s the Fiske salesmanship first 
|that registers as he projects his 
verses; the words, sans the music, 


don’t mean as much without the 


| songster’s effective showmanship. 


Other than that, the Cafe Lounge 


|of the Savoy-Plaza offers the crack 


Emile Petti dansapators, a Conti- 
nental combo of terp musicians who 
know how to dispense it and come 


mand plenty of hoof-appeal. 
Abel. 

ELINOR SHERIDAN (1) 

| Songs 


| 6 Mins. 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 
Band’ is | 


Elinor Sheridan is an added starter 
at the Rainbow Room, coming in 
somewhat suddenly to replace Renee 
de Jarnette. Miss Sheridan's a nicely 
shaped femme with a cute person- 
ality and a somewhat weakish voice, 
which, under normal circumstances, 
wouldn't be mentioned considering 
the mike technique so generally ac- 
cepted almost anywhere but at the 
Rainbow Room. 

This top-of-the-town nitery. while 
no intime environment, isn't too 
large not to insist that its songsters 
don't camouflage their personalities 
with microphone obstructions. Es- 
vecialy if they’re as smart-looking as 

iss Sheridan. It’s a wise policy 
which Managing Director John Roy 
insists upon and, while Miss Sheridan 
is one who might take advantage of 
the amplification, she manages pass- 


| abiy well. However, considering that 
| her lyrics are okay, the mike would 


be a help almost anywhere else. 

Her material is specially fashioned, 
although in like vein—the sophisti- 
cated, hangover motif. The opener, 
about New York being the best spot 
after all, is a cinch for the domestic 
trade. ‘These Wacky Things’ is a 
parody on “These Foolish Things’ and 
‘My Man Is Funny That Way’ is a 
polite-nance tagline for another song, 
‘She’s Funny That Way.’ Miss 
Sheridan, however, evidences good 
song salesmanship on form, delivery 
and general style. With grooming 
she'll do nicely in the smart spots. 

Abel. 


HELOISE MARTIN 
Dance, Talk 
5 Mins. 


| Keith’s, Boston 


B'way nitery performer and Drike 
U. co-ed makes her first vaude ap- 
pearance since her notorious shower 


| bath under auspices of Nils T. Gran- 
| lund 


(N.T.G.) in his girlie, rough- 
house unit. She’s due to return to 
the Hollywood restaurant (N. Y.) 
floor show later. 

First flash brings on Miss Martin 
in a red cellophane wrap, and not 


‘much else, to chat briefly with Gran- 
| lund at the mike. 
| most interesting element of that bit. 
| She gets a chance later to redeem 


Costuming is the 


herself, and does so admirably in a 
number in very chie 
that resembles a skating 
she has talents not revealed in the 
tabloids, and they like it. 

Miss Martin has smart stage pres- 
ence, a striking brunette personality 


; that projects, and a cultured voice 


! . 
| the normal 50 minutes running time. | that overcomes even the silliv lines 


Also, without Christy 
i be no show, 


there 
Bura. 


would | handed her for this assignment 


fF oz. 
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Equity Execs Standing Firm Against 
Constitutional Change i m Vote Fracas 











Paction in Equity which includes 


proponents of the secret ballot ex- } 


pressed dissatisfaction over the ae~- 


tion of the council last week, which 
calls for that type of voting but. ap- 
plies only to the mail ballots. The 
group declared, before council took 
action, that the referendum would 
be made unless secrecy in balloting 
was, adopted for all voting. That 
it ‘will ‘insist that the referendum 
be made, there seems little doubt, 
sinee the petitiom complied with the 
rules making such action mandatory. 

Equity officers say there is no rea- 
son for a constitutional change, as 
sought by the secret vote adherents. 
They believe that such a subject 
can be more easily handled by the 
council because that body operates 
with flexible rules. Amy resolution, 


|N. Y., 





or move, could be easily changed, 
if found to be unworkable or 
practical, whereas an amendment 
would be rigid, and could not be 
withdrawn without considerable ef- 
fort and time, aside from the cost 
for such possible action. 

If the secret vote is adopted along 
the lines now sought, it will clutter 
up all meetings, since the operation 
of a secret vote is involved. How 
much business could be transacted 
under such. procedure is speeulative. 
If the referendum is sent out, it is 
believed that the council will be 
given leeway in putting the secret 
vote aside under certain circum- 
stances. There is no doubt that the 
council, as at present constituted,, is 
distinetly against vote idea. 

Criticism 

Criticism of the ticket announced 
last week was also voiced by the 
militants. Same officers, and most 
of the candidates for council, have 
been in office for years but the 
group contends the ticket is ‘as rep- 
resentative’ as it should be. There 
was complaint by the administra- 
tion that names of proposed opposi- 
tion candidates had been ‘suggested’ 
without those persons being in- 
formed. 

The opposition spokesman replied 
that the same methods were being 
followed as by Equity’s nominating 
committee, that of naming its tieket 
and then informing the candidates 
of their appointment. Any or all 
could have declined, but none did. 
Several persons mentioned to run 
for presidency denied that they had 
ever been approached and stated 
they would not run. Frank Gill- 
more, the Equity head, said he hoped 
there would be an opposition ticket, 
since he had no desire to continue 
as president, unless it be the will 
of the majority. 

It was brought out that am alter- 
nate acted with the nominating com- 
mittee, one of whom was not in the 
city. Edward Everett Hale com- 
plained he was not being given con- 
sideration as the alternate, but 
when it was diseovered that he was 
entitled to act with the committee, 
his vote was admitted. Hale voted 
against every nominee on the reg- 
ular ticket: 


‘FIRST LADY’ ADDS 
3 WEEKS TO TOUR 


Three weeks have been added to 
the tour of ‘The First Lady,’ starring 
Jane Cowl. Attraction is on the way 
eastward from the Coast and will 
play Minneapolis the last half of the 
week. The added time is in the east, 
dates week stand at Newark, Balti- 
more and Washington, latter being a 
repeat engagement. 

‘Lady’ split last week between 
Portland and Seattle and drew ca- 
pacity in stands which have had few 
attractions this season. Gross in 
eight performances was $20,000. 


Syracuse FTP Shifts 
To Marionette Shows 


Syracuse, April 6, 
Actors will be grouped imto pro- 
duction units with the changing of 
the Federal Players of the Syracuse 
WPA Theatre Project into a Marion- 
ette Theatre group. 














Closing of the project heaves only | 


vaudeville performers operating as 
previously, CCC camp entertainers 
also being absorbed inte the Marion- 
ette work, which will employ 7 
persons. 


ent| 


DRIFTWOOD’ DEMISE 





MAY LEAD T0 COURT 


‘Driftwood,’ 





vaguely slated for next season. 
financing, was one factor that caused 
debut dates to be set and then set 
back until after the eighth missfire, 
melodrama’s sponsors announced no | 
dice. 

Claims for éoin due the Longacre, 
are said to have caused the 
final tangle that could not be solved 


and it is reperted court proceedings 
may be resorted to. House is owned | 
and operated by the Shuberts, 


Annetta Schein, a theatre party 
agent, named as tthe principal 
baeker, objected to expense items 


claimed by the theatre.’ Cast was 
paid three weeks’ salary during the 
series of postponements, in addition 
to money during rehearsals. 


Dozen Legit Plays 
Sheuld Span Summer, 





Broadway's Cacss 





Show circles are speculating on 
the number of shows which will 
hold over into summer, with indi- 
cations that there will be more than 
10 attractions on the list, in addi- 
tion to possible late spring arrivals. 
At this time, there is likelihood of 
several summer musicals, outstand- 
ing among which is ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
opening at the Shubert, N. Y., next 
week. ‘The Show Is On,’ Winter 
Garden may not stick because of 
probable cast withdrawals, on call to 
Holly wood, 

Sure thing stayers are ‘You Can’t 
Take With You, ‘The Women,’ 
‘Yes My Darling Daughter,’ ‘Brother 
Rat’ and probably ‘Tovarich,’ ‘High 
Tor’ was added to the summer pos- 
sibilities, when its business jumped 
to capacity upon the award of the 
critics prize. The steadily building 
‘Having Wonderful Time” is. also 
slated for sticking through summer. 

There is little doubt that ‘Vic- 
\toria Regina’ could spam the sum- 
‘mer, but it is due to finale im May, 
‘and its star, Helen Hayes, will not 
appear during the heated period. 


| There are three plays which played 


through last summer and there is 
no telling whether they can repeat 
this summer. Especially is that so 
ot ‘Tobacco Road,’ the others being 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ and ‘Dead End.’ 
Low cost of operation and reputa- 
tion are factors, 

Jump in attendance for “Tor’ 
somewhat surprising. Usually the 
Pulitzer award, coming early in 
May, is too late to benefit most 
winners. An exception was “The 
Old Maid’ which ran through sum- 
mer and into fall on the strength 
of the Pulitzer win. 


was 





Mohawk Drama Festival's 


Schenectady, April 6. 
Matinee performances to accom- 


driving will be included in the es | 


sented at Schenectady this year by | 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Coburn. After- | 


performances under the skies on the 
Union College campus, during the | 
six-week period. 

Six of the seven plays have been | 
tentatively selected, five being clas- | 
sics. The sextette, all comedies, 
comprises: “Twelfth Night,” ‘The 


ciple,’ 
‘The Plutoerat.’ ‘Invalid’ will be a 
repeat, having clicked last summer. 

The Coburns will appear in sev- 
eral of the plays and guest stars will 
be engaged, as before..Thirty-six per- 
formances: will be given, as com- 
pared to 30 in 1936 and 20 in 1935. 











The season opens July 6. 


a drama that eouldn’t | | 
get going, finally expired from post- | 
ponements and is now more or less. | 
Its | 


‘SPLIT IN RANKS OF 
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modate out-of-town Mohawk Drama | 
Festival patrons who dislike night | 


annual summer repertoire to be pre- | 


noon shows will be given on Thurs- | 
days at the indoor theatre, with night | 


Beaux’ Strategem,’ “The Devil's Dis- | 
‘The Imaginary Invalid’ and | 





Slime Earnings 


—_——— 


girls in the legit field discloses 
their earnings from stage ap- 
' pearances to be averaging be- 


That applies to the 600 paid up 
members. of Chorus Equity, 


as 


| slender stage wage by model- 
ing for artists and commercial 
firms. 

' & considerable percentage of 
choristers.. reside at home, 
thereby holding dewn living @x- 
penses. 


A survey of working chorus f 


— 


tween $500 and $600 annually. } 


| ‘BEHIND RED LIGHTS’ 


most of whom add to their fF 











P. AS; NEW OFFICERS 


The anticipated $plit in the ranks 
of the newly formed New York The- 
atrieal Press Agents materialized at 
association's first electiom Friday (2). 
| Result of ‘the voting found several 
changes in the personnel of the 
| officers and board, more than had 
| been indicated by the nominations. 


‘Ray Henderson of the McClintic- 
Cornell office was named president, 
with Elise Chisholm pa. for Dwight 
Deere Wiman, named~ vice-presi- 
dent. Threatened contest of the 
latter post was dissipated by Helen 
Deutsch of the Theatre Guild, who 
withdrew her candidacy. Im a letter 
withdrawing her name, Miss Deutsch 
pointed out that a minority faction 
had caused friction which she at- 
tempted to dissipate, ‘and I have 
probably been much too outspoken 
in my efforts.’ 

Tw the letter, read at the meeting, 
she wrote it was indicated there was 
a mud-slinging campaign going on, 
and for a time there was ‘childish 
politics and press agent character- 
istics.” She also poimted out that 
she received 24 votes when nomi- 
nated as against two to six votes for 
other candidates for the vice-presi- 
dency. 

Phyllis Perlman (‘Yes, My Darling. 
Daughter’) was made secretary, and 
Oliver M. Sayler (formerly with 
Morris. Gest) was elected treasurer. 
Charles Washburn, who was nomi- 
1ated for the latter office, was placed 
on the board, which also has John 
Peter Toohey, Richard Maney, Ber- 
nard Simon and William Fields. 

Next meeting will be held April 
15, at which time the, proposed basic 
minimum contract with the man- 
agers will be discussed. 


Argentme Dramatic 
Troupe’s B s B’way Dates 


‘Brosdway's rarest phenemenon, a 
foreign dramatic troupe, in the per- 
son of Pauline Singerman’s Argen- 
tina Comedia, ‘is due in N. Y., April 
12, for a possible one month stay on 
the main drag. International reper- 
tory company of 18 people comes in 
from Havana, where 
at the Teatro Municipal for 15 weeks. 

FParee troupe has travelled all over 
| the Spanish-speaking world during 
last three years, making appearances 

















U. S., after which they will go to 
Paris Exposition. 





| weeks at the arty try on Broadway, 
| show will move to the Teatro Cer- 

vantes on 116th street and 5th av- 
; enue, in 
| quarter at popular prices. 


| is looking for other quarters, 
| wanting to run into trouble 
start. 


Agent Loses | ‘Rat’ Suit 


The $100,000 suit brought by Wil- 
liam Calloo, ageént, against John 
Monks, Jr., co-author with Fred R. 





Finkelhoffe of the current Broad- 
way play, ‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore. 
|N. Y¥., was dismissed on motion 


| Monday (5), by Supreme Court Jus- 

tice Shientag. Calloo had sued on 
| the grounds that Monks had prom- 
| ised him 10% of profits on the play 
should the plaintiff succeed in ob- 
taining a producer. Dismissing the 
action, judge allow: Calloo until 
Jriday (9) to submit an amended 
| complaint. 

In asking for the dismissal, counsel 
for Monks contended the plaintiff 
failed to base his demands on a defi- 
nite aecounting of the profits made 
by Monks on the production. 





it has been | 


in Spain, Portugal and nearly all | 
Central and South American coun- | 
tries. It will be their first visit to | 


Possible that after a couple of | 


N. Y.’s hybrid Spanish | 
It was | 


Six- Week Summer Season. first set to go into the Comedy thea- | 


| ter, but -house is non-unidn so show | 
not | 
from 


Government Claiming Ticket Tax lig 


Nab B'way Brokers, Who Dispute Data 





MOVING TO 46TH ST. 


‘Behind Red Lights’ will muove 
| from the Mansfield, N. ¥.,. to the 46th 
St. om April 19. Latter spot is a 
large legiter, mostly dark this sea- 
son, but, because of its capacity, 
the’ melodrama will drop its: scale, 
probably to $2.20 top. Management 
anticipates a summer stay at the pop 
prices. 

‘Lights’ had a $9,000 stop limit 
and has been under: that mark for 
two weeks or more. Jack Curtis, its 
presenter, gave the Mansfield two 
weeks’ notice on Monday. While a 
moderate money draw, show has dis- 
played an operating profit. 

It was written by Samuel Ship- 
man and Beth Brown. ‘Lights’ was 
former's first play on Broadway in 
several seasons. Shipman died sud- 
denly shortly after the play opened. 


Gypsy Rose Lee Out 
Of Folties’ This Week; 
256’s Release Payeff 


Gypsy 














Rose Lee will leave the 
| ‘Follies,’ which is om tour, this week. 
She will return to New York for 
a short stay, and then leave. for 
Hollywood, under contract to 20th- 
Fox, her first. assignment being in 
‘Last Year’s Kisses.’ Her reported 
salary is $2,500 weekly. Deal was set 
by Irving Sherman. 

Understood the film firm paid 
$25,000 to the Shuberts for the can- 
cellation of Miss Lee’s contract, 
which called for an option on her 
services next season. Marian Mar- 
tin, the Hollywood restaurant (N.Y.) 
prize beaut, will follow Miss Lee 
in the ‘Follies.’ 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of April 5) 

‘Babes im Arms,’ Shubert 
Boston. 

Ballet Russe, Aude, Cincy, 3-6; 
Memorial O. H., Columbus, 7; 
Erlanger, Buffalo, 8. 

‘Boy Meets Girt,’ Ford's, Bal- 
timore. 

‘Boy Meets Girt,’ El Capitan, 
Holly wood. 

‘Brother Rat,” Plymouth, Bos- 
ton. 

‘Dead End,’ Shubert, Newark. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Shu- 
bert, New Haven. 

‘First Lady’ (Jane Cow]), Capi- 
tal, Yakima, Wash., 5; Metro- 
politan, Minneapolis, 8-10, 

' *Pollies,’ English, Indianapolis, 

5-8; Hartman, Columbus, 9-10. 

' ‘Great Waltz,’ Mosque, New- 

ark. 

‘Idiot’s Delight’ (Lunt and 
Fontanne), American, St. Louis. 

‘Leaning on Letty’ (‘Post 
Road’), Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Reflected Glory” . (Tallulah 
Bankhead), Aude, St. Paul, 5-6; 

| Parkway, Madison, 7; Davidson, 
Milwaukee, 8-10. 

Rath Draper, New Aude, San 
Jose, Cal., 5; Aude, Oakland, 6; 
Roxie, Sacramento, 7; H. S. 
Aude, Stockton, 8; Civie Aude, 
Fresno, 9; Savoy, San Diego, 10. 

San Carle Opera, Kingsbury, 
Salt Lake City, 5-6; Aude, Den- 
ver, 7-8; Aude, Salina, 9 Forum, 
Wichita, 10; H. S. Aude, Topeka. 
12. 








‘Susan and Ged, McCarter, 

Princeton, 10. 

‘Tobaeeoe Read,” Coliseum, 
| Evansville, Ind. 5; Pantheon, 
' 


Vincennes, 6; Harris, Blooming- 
ton, 7; La Porte, La Porte, 8; 
Wysor-Grand, Muncie, 9; Mars, 
Lafayette, La., 10. 

‘Tovarich,’ Curran, 
cisco. 

‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 


Miss Skinner’s Click 


Cornelia Otis Skinner fared well 
w ‘> her one-person dramalogs at 
the Lyceum, N. Y. In four appear- 
| ances—two Sunday nights and two 
| matinees—takings were $4,800. Best 
| ross was last Sunday (4) evening 
| with takings of $1,600. 
, Miss Skinner is due for appear- 
ances in, London during the Corona- 
tion celebration. 


San Fran- 
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An investigation covering several 
months culminated in :the arrest of: 
1f Broadway ticket brokers last 
week Om the charge of failure’ to 
stamp the name of the seller and 
price secured on tickets sold over 
the. box office prices. Understood 
that some 40 ticket men will be 
called before Federal Commissioner 
‘Garrett W. Cotter on similar infrac- 
tions of the admissions tax law. 

‘Those given the papers last week 
were held undér $500 bond each, but 
attorneys were mystified since the 
law calls for a fine of not more than 
$100 and there is no imprisonment 
provision. Bond however indicates 
the men were held on more than one 


count. They. will be given a hear- 
ing on April 14. 
Agency men claim the alleged 


failure to stamp tickets came after 
high duecat prices for the fimal week 
of grand opera at the Metropolitan. 
Federal people, however, say that 
the brokers have nicked the gov- 


ernment out of ‘much money in the 
past several seasons. They contend 
that the agencies sell 2,000,000 


tickets annually and that they should 
have paid $600,000 in tax, but only 
eame through with $100,000. - 

Those figures, are disputed by 
ticket men, who say that. not more 
than 600,000 tickets will be sold this 
season, They explain the’ govern- 
ment’s. error -by saying: that its 
figures were based on former sea- 
sons when twice the number of the- 
atres were operating with legit. 
Why the government did not call 
for agency books on the check-up is 
not explained either. 

Faney Tariffs 

It is known that immediately 
after the arrests that tickets sold 
in premium agencies were stamped 
and some of the prices.they got for 
so-so shows were surprising. 

Government receives. 10% of all 
excess money obtained on .premium 
tickets. Law formerly . provided 
that the agencies pay 50% of all 
money in. excess of 5@ cents over 
the price. There is,a,proyision that 
managers who take, ‘ice’ from 
brokers must still kick back half of 
such coin to the government and it 
is reported that at least one show- 
man will be asked to account for 
the agency coin he pocketed last 
season. 

Investigation was ordered by U. S. 
Commissioner Helvering, on war- 
rants secured by agents of the In- 
telligence Unit. 

Among the defendants taken in 
the raid om the Broadway agencies 
were: Oscar Alexander, of the 
Alexander Ticket office, and Jesse 
Berily, an employee; Philip Guyan, 
of Newman's Ticket office; Harry 
Rosenblum, newstand vendor in the 
Hotel Lombardy; Harold Shack and 
Thomas Burke, of the Rialto Ticket 
Service Corp.; Arthur Hitchman, . of 
Hitchman’s office, Hotel Cadillac; 
Walter Friedman and Michael Atlas, 
of the Aeme office, and Harold Daly, 
of 812 Eighth ave. 


NO SUMMER STOCK 
IN MIDWEST. AREA 


Chicago, April 6. 

Absolute absence of any summer 
stock whatever is in prospect for 
the midwest territory this season, 
with not a single indication that any 
eity will get a resident legit group. 
In the past the territory was spotted 
with as many as 265 stocks, especial- 
ly through such states as Wisconsin, 
Iowa, Illinois, Missouri, Kansas and 
South Dakota. 

Majority of these were tent shows, 
parked off the main -stem, and ran 
anywhere from eight to 16 weeks in 
one stand. Even Chicago, with all 
its legit houses, formerly had three 
tent stocks spotted out im its sub- 
urbs. As recently as 1931 there was 
a big tent stock venture some four 
miles from the loop, spotted on the 
westside. 

But it’s all history now, 
big and little towns. 








both for 


Films Delay Morgan 


Hollywood, April 6. 

Ralph Morgan is tied up with pic- 
ture commitments that will prevent 
his starting rehearsals in New York 
for ‘Little Stranger’ until end of the 
month. 

Actor was skeded to report last 
week but his work in ‘The Life 0! 
Emile Zola’ at Warners and ‘The 
Ascending Dragon’ for B, P. Shu!- 





berg is keeping him on the Coast. 
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WPA Shakeup Lets Out 35 B.O. Men 
In Agent-Cashier’s Dept.; 3 Shifted 





Biggest dismissal of people in one 
department of the WPA theatre proj- 
ect in New York was ordered Mon- 
day (5) when 35 pink slips were 
jssued to those in the agent-cashiers 
division which has a complement of 
57 on the payroll. In addition there 
were three transfers to other depart- 
ments. 

Those affected are box-office treas- 
urers and company managers. Each 


theatre had four ticket people, some | 
being women, assigned to the b. 0.’s | 


for about one year. An efficiency 
man questioned the necessity of using 
that many people. They received 
$30 weekly, wage being higher than 
the average in 
project of $103.40 monthly. 

Those let out are not registered on 


home relief and will be required to | 


obtain certificates of need in order | 
How many | 


to obtain reinstatement. 
of those who received dismissal slips, 
calling for two weeks notice, would 
be able to qualify under the rules of 


the Emergency Relief Bureau, is not | 


certain. Some are virtually excluded 


because their notices are marked 
‘unessential.’ 
There is an air of uncertainty 


around the new quarters of the WPA | 


theatre project, especially after the 
let-outs became a certainty. Those 
on the project have the idea that the 
payrolls have been ordered cut down 
and what departments are to be 
affected has the WPA bunch guessing. 

An organizer from the CIO is re- 
ported considering the idea of form- 
ing a union within the WPA, it is 
understood. Prospective members 
are told such an organization would 
count in protesting let-outs. Group 
is said to be meeting in the Lincoln 
hotel, and is one of a number of 
projected associations. Some, how- 
ever, claim it to be of a fraternal 
nature. 


COURT BATTLE LOOMS 
OVER LIBERTY SIT 


A court battle over money claimed 
due the Erlanger estate and others 
from the owners of the ground 
where the Liberty theatre, N. Y., 
stands on 42d street may start this 
week. Former legit house was built 
by Klaw & Erlanger in 1902, at a 
cost of $125,000. Lease ran for 30 
years and stipulated that at termina- 
tion the cost of the building was 
to be paid back to the tenants. 

Obstacles stand in the way of any 
such distribution. Operating com- 
pany was ousted in the 29th year 
and the ground owners contend that 








any claim to the leasehold coin was | 


forfeited. Mortgages on the build- 
ing are owned by people now claim- 
ing priority over the K. & E. in- 
terests. Mortgages 
$200,000. 


Former tenants say the building | 


is worth the originally stipulated 
price, but those in show circles are 
skeptical of such valuation. 
tion to the Erlanger estate, claimants 


include a son of the late Mare Klaw | 
and Jack Mayer, who last operated | 


the house with legit. 
Liberty has been in grind pictures 
for several years. 





Elitch Gardens Prepares 


Denver, April 6. 

Arnold B. Gurtler, president of 
the Elitch Gardens stock theatre, 
nas left for New York to select 
players for this summer’s stock com- 
pany, and to buy plays for the sea- 
son. Gurtler said, before he left. 
chat George Somnes would again 
“irect the company, if he is avail- 
able in time for the opening. 

It is probable that Gurtler will 
nake an effort to get ‘Sun Kissed,’ 
“urrently running in N. Y., released 
or production at Elitch Gardens 
‘is summer, 


the relief theatre | 


approximate | 


In addi- | 


+ 





B’WAY COMEDIES PLAN 
HINTERLAND COVERAGE 


There will be four companies on 
‘You Can't Take It With You’ on 
tour, next season, according to pres- 
ent plans, and, at least, three road 
‘shows of ‘Brother Rat.’ Original 
| companies of both are expected to 
| last well into next season on Broad- 








way. 
nies in other keys, ‘Can't’ being in 
Chicago and ‘Brother’ in Boston. 
In both instances, plan is to cover 
all available stands next season. Pic- 


Both, at present, have compa- | 


v 


COSTUME ART 
NOW ORGAN 


aa 
tO 


|Follow Example Set by 
Press Agents, Managers 
and Authors in Epidemic 
of Hudaling—May Affil- 


iate with Scenic Union 











20 NEW ARTISTS 





| An urge to organize appears to be 
| surging through the theatre, a num- 
ber of groups getting together with 


various objectives. Latest in the 


| ture deadlines count in the schemes | 8et-together movement are the de- 


to cover the country as quickly as 
possible. Neither depends on name 
players and casting is not expected 
to be a major problem. 

Columbia bought the rights to 
‘Can't’ for $200,000, highest price paid 
for a play this season. Release date 
is May, 1938. Rights to ‘Brother’ 
| have not yet been disposed of. Play 
was backed by Warners, under a 
| contract with George Abbott, its 
| presenter, and does not come under 
the new authors’ contract. 

Interesting angle in casting the 
‘Rat’ company for southern routing 
| is fact players will be selected on 
their ‘southern accent’ abilities. Lo- 
cale of play is Virginia Military In- 
stitute, and it is thought that south- 
| ern audiences will expect the troupe 
| to dish it out in Dixie drawls. The 
southern slow lingo is not stressed 
| at all in the first two troupes. 


Theatre Council 
Has High Hopes 


For Convention 











American Theatre Council, 
_made up by representatives of the 
| Theatre League, Dramatists Guild, 
| Equity and the other stage unions, 
| formed in the expectation of work- 
|ing out the problems of the theatre 
|in New York and on the road, is 
placing high hopes the convention 
| to be held at the Astor and now 
| scheduled for seven days starting 
|May 24. Understood there is no 
| precise provision for raising money 
| for operating expense, but several 
| managers are reported having ar- 
ranged to finance the convention, 
| cost being estimated about $5,000. 
| Other groups are expected to par- 
| ticipate in the outlay. 

The objectives of the Council are 
many-sided and the expectation is 
that ideas on how to solve the lowgZ 
list of problems already set forth, 
will be secured. That some show- 


material assistance is anticipated. 


Howard, Marcus Heiman, Louise Sil- 
| COX, Frank Gillmore, Paul Turner, 


awrence Langner and Warren 
| Munsell. 
| At a previous legit convention, 


many more theatres were repre- 
sented than are now in the field. 
That session was primarily for own- 
ers and operators of legit houses, 


every department of professional 
stage activity. 





. 
Paul Green’s New Play 
Charlotte, April 6. 
Paul Green, North Carolina play- 
wright and author, is now hard at 
work on ‘The Lost Colony,’ the 


Roanoke Island for the first time 


| next summer. 

Chapel Hill author and friends in- 
lteresied in the 350th anniversary 
| celebration of the Sir Walter Raleigh 
colony’s settlement, were weekend 
visitors at Manteo, Roanoke Island. 


man from out-of-town will be of a | 


Temporary directors are Sidney . 


whereas the Council aims to cover | 


pageant drama to be presented on | 


| signers of costumes, while recently 
| there have been two or three pro- 
posed organizations of press agents 
and company managers, new p.a. 
group having become an entity. 

Some of the groups have organized 
before, but their associations have 
either become ineffective or virtually 
defunct. The younger or more active 
stage affiliates are those in back of 
the present organization wave. Some 
do not favor unionization, at least 
not at this time, while charter diffi- 
culties are also a factor in that direc- 
} tion. 

The Scenic Artists’ union is now 
considering a plan to take in cos- 
tume designers, who have applied 
for membership, but the union, 
| while in favor of accepting such new 
| members, will be required to change 
its constitution. Scenic group is the 
most compact of all theatrical un- 
ions, taking in employers and em- 
ployees—but there is only one class 
of membership. Initiation of $500 is, 
too, one of the highest in the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Scenic union has shown more ac- 
tivity during the current season than 
at any time since its inception. It 
has 330 members, but, since the 
season’s start, 85 applications to join 
were received, setting a record on 
the organization’s books. 

As required aspirants appeared be- 
fore examining board and only 22 
appeared when notified for admit- 
tance, 20 paying the initiation fee, 
indications being that the coin pro- 
vision could not be met by the 
others. Most of the new members 
are designers, very few artists and 
painters having been developed in 
recent years. 

As for the costume designers, 
their only chance for unionization is 
with the scenic union. Latter’s char- 
ter covers that field of activity, de- 
spite its constitutional limitations. 
When the point was brought up it 
was proven that a number of design- 





ers of stage settings also drew 
sketches of the costumes. There is 


a minimum rate for scenic sketches 
and if the costume people join the 
union a similar rate will probably 
be adopted. 


STRIKE CANCELS ‘BOY’ 
REPEAT DATE IN DEL. 


A general strike in Wilmington, 
Del. caused the cancellation of ‘Boy 
| Meets Girl.’ It was to have been the 
second date of the show there, and 
the advance sale indicated a virtual 
sellout. With the transfermen out, 
it was proposed to play the comedy 
without scenery, but, at the 
minute, the picture operators’ union 
| decided not to permit showing of 
| the short film which is vital to the 
story. 
| Stage hands did not interfere, but 
/received no wages for the unplayed 
| performance, nor did the players. 














| Beliveau Staging Play 

Emile Beliveau on aé_=e six-week 
leave from WPA radio project to 
stage ‘The Dog Beneath the Skin,’ 
by W. H. Auden and Chris Isher- 
| wood, for Harvard Dramatic Club. 

Play, getting its U. S. premiere, 
opens at the Copley theatre, Boston, 
first week in May. 


last | 


BROADWAY'S GROUP HABIT 
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Helen Jerome Requests the Guild : 


Return ‘Jane Eyre’ to Her and Give 
Up Plan for Bway Fall Showing 





‘SHOW IS ON’ CLOSES 
IF STARS GO H’WOOD 


Beatrice Lillie and Bert Lahr are 
slated to leave “The Show Is On,’ 
Winter Garden, N. Y., according to | 
inside reports, late in May, because | 
of Hollywood commitments. If either | 
or both leave the cast, the revue, 
which has been topping Broadway's 
list, and was slated for summer hold- 
over, will probably be forced to sus- | 
pend. Whether ‘Show’ would resume 
later is dependent on picture contract | 





‘Jane Eyre,’ starring Katharine 
Hepburn, folded in Baltimore Satur- 
day night (3) after a pre-Broadway 
road run of three months. Whether 
it will come in next season as the 
first Theatre Guild 


shelved 


be 
question 


play, or 

permanently, is a 

mark. 
Helen 


play, 


Jerome, who adapted the 
Guild to give 
play and forget the 
whole thing. This the Guild is loath 


to do. 


has asked 
her back 


the 
the 


Miss Jerome can demand a 
return of the script, under Drama- 


options. | tist Guild terms, but that mirht 
There is a possibility that Miss} mean arbitration and trouble, and 
Lillie will not be called west early this she wants to avoid. Her final 
in June. She is under contract tO| word to the Guild, issued yesicr- 
Major, a Paramount affiliate. f , 


the script is not finished on schedule, 
she will probably remain east and 
the ‘Show’ might then enter the 
summer period. 


ETERNAL ROAD 
SUNDAY NIGHT 
TRADENSG 








Sunday nights will probably be 
dropped by ‘The Eternal Road,’ Man- 
hattan O. H. after April 18. Sab- 
bath matinees have been excellent, 
but night attendance weak, and last 
Sunday (4) the biblical spectacle 
did not make expenses. ‘Road’ was 
made an exception to Equity’s rule, 
which calls for double pay, on the 





grounds that it is religious and 
educational. 

Stage hands and musicians also 
waived extra Sunday compensation. 
However, the show played nine per- 
formances last week which called 
for an extra eighth for all back 
stage. Operating expense for the 
spec is now around $22,000 with the 
holiday gross turning a goodly op- 
erating profit, takings being quoted 
over $30,000. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Broadway’s 
other major show investment, ad- 
vertised final performance last week, 
but the attraction held over at the | 
Center and is again on a week to 
week basis. Easter week trade was 
around the $30,000 mark, while the 
operating nut is approximately 
$18,000. Under the terms of a salary 
cut, agreed on some weeks aco, 
players receive full salaries if the | 
gross tops $28,000. 

Warners are guaranteeing ex- 
penses and royalties, while the 
Rockefeller end has forgone the rent | 
for the split in the operating net. 








Fitch Injunction Denied | 


Richard W. Fitch, son of the late 
Clyde Fitch, pioneer melodramatist, 
was denied a temporary injunction 
last Friday (2), by Federal Judge 
ae to restrain Columbia Broad- 
casting Co., Lee and J. J. Shubert, 


the Shubert Theatre Co. and the Se- 
lect Theatre Corp. from alleged me | 
fringing on the elder Fitch's play, | 
‘Barbara Friectchie, the Frederick | 
Girl.’ Plaintiff is suing for perma- | 
nant injunction and accounting. 
Fitch alleges that the plaintiffs | 
lifted much of his father’s piece in | 
the operetta, ‘My Maryland.’ | 
| 





Woods’ Coast Buy 


Hollywood, April 6. 
A. H. Woods has bought the play 
‘Without Rhyme or Reason,’ by Ed- 
mund North and James Gow, for 
early fall production on Broadway. 
Story currently is being filmed at 





Metro. 


day (Tuesday) is that if the Gu'ld 
wants any further changes on the 
script it (the Guild) can make them, 
She’s through. 

Play has been somewhat of a 
stormy petrel, ever since it opencd 
in New Haven in December. Al- 
though it drew strong bus!o°:’s 
(largely credited to the Hepburn 
name on advance draw) it was felt 
that the script needed fixing. Miss 
Jerome rewrote it several times as 
it went along, making change after 


change. Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. 
Times reviewer, went to Chicco 
to look it over and wrote a pen 


notice on it, which brought 
still more script revisions. 
Many Revisions 


Revisions, it is understood, wore 
mostly around the part plaved by 
Miss Hepburn. To friends Miss Je- 
rome is reported to have said tut 
she finally got tired of trying to fit 
lines around an actress from H |- 
lywood. To Variety, in a statem: ot, 
Miss Jerome said that, ‘I have dune 
the play according to my conc: p- 
tion of the book’s fundamental bonue 
ty and poetry and I eliminated as 
much of its melodrama as was com- 
patible with its theme. That is all 
my heart will permit me to do.’ 

Sidney Howard has been as':ed4 
by the Guild to rewrite the pliy. 
Regarding this, Miss Jerome sys 
that, ‘if he succeeds in muking the 
plzy ‘nearer the heart’s desire’ of its 
coming New York apnroisel, I v ‘sh 
him to receive the eredit—and I 
shall be the first to applaud him.’ 
But, she pointed out, his name must 
go on the program, ov, if he doen't 
do the revisions, the name of w'o- 


forth 


|}ever docs. Her play, she feels. is 
finished and published and she 
doesn’t want to be blamed — or 
credited — with the changes. 
Another important angle, of 
course, is that ‘Eyre’ was boucht 


by the Guild from Sir Barry Jeck- 
son, who produced it in Enelend, 
It did well over there and was the 


|only pley produced at the Malvern 


Fesiival to be taken down to the 
West End for a run. It is still cur- 
rent there and the published editions 
of it, both in England and in N. Y. 
have sold well. It is for these rea- 
sons, primarily, that Miss Jerone 
is loath to do any scrint-chans'ng, 

Guild, in producing the play. is 
paying a very heavy royalty, on a 
5-742-10% basis, plus a royalty to 
Jackson. With grosses heavy on the 
road, Miss Jerome's protest is, there- 
fore, somewhat of a ‘winner's 
squawk,’ from a Guild standpoint. 
But Guild officials are confident that 
‘everything will be all right by the 
time the play is ready for New 
York.’ 





Rose’s Solo Legalist 


Stanley Joseloff, who, as associate 


| of William Klein, had been attend- 


ing to some of the Shubert leral 
affairs for several years, resigned 
late last week to become counselor 
to Billy Rose. : 

Joseloff left Thursday (1) for Ft, 
Worth, where Rose is preparing for 
the reopening of the Frontier Days 
Celebration June 27. 
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Plays Out of Town 





The Celestial Holiday 


St. Louis, March 30. 


A play in three acts by Arthur Sher- 
swood; presented at Little Theatre of St. 
Louis, March 29, '37, Direction, F. Cowles 
Strickland; settings, Gordon Carter; Ccos- 
tumes, Margaret Bishop Breen. 

Xoachu John Dawson 


cajanmeeesed cece 
Kori 2. cccccscsccvce eeccee Qxanley Schirmer 
Nakahna ..cccccasseccceses: Harriet Foote 
Ramnes acsccecseces eccece William Wahlert 
AMOK ccccccccccccvesesssves Kent Adams 
THEA eoveccecseecesecersess Sydney Busch 
BUUW cdccivecececdecsdessss Mary Alice Hart 
TRIM cscoceciseoecdecess Bruce Mack arlane 
Slaves, Soldiers, Crowd; Bud Barbee, Lester 
Behrenkamp, Fred Hirsch, Lawrence Mil 
ler, James McGuire, George Schriever, 


Louis Schultz, Jack Weinberg, Mildred 
Basdeb, Matella Link and Lenore Griffith, 





Its Broadway presentation is con- 
titigent upon alterations. ‘Celestial 
Holiday,’ the work of Arthur Sher- 
wood, last year’s prize in the Little 
Theatre’s national play competition, 
provides an entertaining evening, 
even though some of the events sup- 
posed to have occurred on an emi- 
nence above a South American city 
in 1500 are readily recognized as 
being present-day problems. 

Ramnes, an advocate of reform 


against the incumbent king, in a 
satirical speech uses such expres- 


sions as ‘My friends,’ ‘Days of the 
rude cart’ and ‘“Three-horse team,’ 
all of which were probably written 
into the dialogue by F. Cowles 
Strickland, director. But audience 
finds these lines and others to their 
merriment and as play progresses 
the plot boils down to a conquest 
between Nakahna, an_ earth-born, 
and Thea, a Goddess on an earthly 
holiday, for Ramnes who, imbued 
with his self-appointed task of re- 
form, spurns both only to yield first 
to Thea and then to Nakahna as 
Thea’s celestial mate finds time dur- 
ing lulls in his 10,000-year naps to 
display impatience with her conduct 
by tossing thunderbolts onto the 
stage. 

These thunderbolts also work for 
Thea when their use enables her 
to overcome the King’s holiday pro- 
gram to sacrifice Ramnes oh a moun- 
tain altar, as a bid for celestial 
gratuities and other situations to 
emphasize her power, are flash-pow- 
der demonstrations that are vivid, 
and come with startling realism. 

After saving Ramnes from the 


daughter when she left the ancestral 
halls. The lord and lady have lost 
all track of each other, although 
Pamela is in constant contact with 
her mother. Friend Saunders and 
his lordship are discussing financial 
losses when in walk Pam and Com- 
rade Staggles, just back from Mos- 
cow. Both declare they are Com- 
munists and bent on revolution. Pam 
takes charge, after declaring herself 
mistress of the house. There is much 
witty patter upon many subjects, 
each character choosing his particu- 
lar peeve to dwell. upon, each stoog- 
ing for the others in turn, mostly 
angled on world unrest. To keep 
the story going, Hilda, inspired to 
distrust by Pam, quits his lordship 
cold, Lady Kettlewell arrives and 
effects a reconciliation with her 
spouse, Pam forgets the Cause and 
is betrothed to the Honorable Alec 
Grenside. 

Play is given in one set, Kettle- 
well’s study. Cast is composed of am- 
ateurs and part-time professionals, 
all members of the Beechwood club, 
which has no connection with the 
Beechwood theatre or its.school. 

Leads in the play are Annette Du- 
Bois and Richard Doty, both giving 
excellent performances. Others of 
the company were approved by the 
audience. Crawford. 


COME ACROSS 


(HASTY PUDDING CLUB) 
Boston, ‘March 31. 


annual Har- 
vard’s Hasty Pudding club. Musical com- 
edy in two acts (12 scenes) presented at 
Cambridge, Mass., March 30, '37. Produc- 
tion directed by Arthur Hurley, dances di- 
rected by William Holbrook; book, Arnett 
McKennan, °37; Gaspar Bacon, Jr., '37, and 
Benjamin Welles, ‘38. Music, Cammann 
Newberry, '37; Benjamin Welles, and Gas- 
par Bacon, Jr. Lyrics, Arnett McKennan 
and Gaspar Bacon, Jr. Musical conduct- 
ing and orchestrations, Leroy Anderson; 
general musical direction and piano ar- 
rangements, Al Zinimerman., Costumes, 
Arnett McKennan, executed by Bettie Kern 
and Virginia Armstrong. 





Ninety-first production of 


Sg ees ope  OPee eee er Laurence L, Davis 
, eA Aa 87 Joseph W. Valentine 
ey See, .. os decbas Gaspar Bacon, Jr. 
Liewellyn Flushingale......:......e05 
Benjamin F. Dillingham 
Ramone Ramon......... a+ John CC, Develin 
CSUN, 5 40h: 5 855) chp eeeasd Arnett McKennan 


Cecil Thwigmore ? , 
Yule Craven ae Mite eee Paul Killiam, Jr. 





altar, Thea intervenes and causes 
the King to be forever removed 
from his dynasty. Thea, satisfied that 
she can be only a woman or a god- 
dess, decides on the‘ latter course 
and abandons the earth, thus en- 
abling Nakahna to win Ramnes and 
assist in the rule of the kingdom. 
Brilliance is found in some lines and 
some opinions to make the play a 
merry ‘one. 

Gordon Carter must be credited 
with having done as well as any pro- 
fessional theatre in the construction 
of the altar on the mountain top 
and the bizarre red, green, gold and 
blue costumes are in keeping with 
what probably would be expected in 
that ancient time. 

Humor is fine, but more of it 
would enhance piece, William Wahl- 
ert, as Ramnes, has a fine voice and 

resence; Sydney Busch, a persona- 

le blonde, as Thea; Harriet Foote 

as Nakahna; John Dawson as Xoa- 
chu, the high priest; Bruce Mac- 
Farlane as the King; Mary Alice 
Hart as. Ahtu, Thea’s. companion; 
Kent Adams and Stanley Schirmer, 
all play their parts creditably. 

Play, which was given its prem- 
iere March 29, will continue through 
April 10. Sahu. 


THE ROUNDABOUT 


Scarborough, N. Y., April 3. 


Comedy by J, B. Priestley, in three acts. 


Presented, through an arrangement with 
Samuel French, Ltd., London, by the 
Beeshwoeod Players Club. VDroduction and 
direction under supervision of John F. 


Gowen and assciates. At the Reechwood 


theatre, Scarborough, N. Y., April 2, ‘37. 


Lord Kettlewell....ccseee Kenneth B. Swain 
Churton Saunders........ Ragnar Nicholson 
Parsons... ....eeeceeceeess++Richard Coutant 
Alec Grenside.....+. ese Courtenay Haddock 
CPAMEGIA . 65 cons ccédsuen eovced Annette Dubois 
Comrade Staggles..esee.eeee-- Richard Doty 
Farrington Gurney.........-Stanley Barton 
Lady Knighisbridge...... Kathleen Watson 
Hilca Lancicourt........Grace MeTarnahan 
BOG < i's mk To's 020% eoveses Gertrude Hinman 
Lady Kettlewell.....cccccece:s Laura Ronk 





Pleasant enough little comedy. but 
does not possess the vitality and 
vigor to travel far, especially on that 
rigorous road which is Broadway. As 
a picture prospect it could not stand 
up under competition. Play’s com- 
edy is of the drawing-room sort, and 
it is entirely devoid of anything ap- 
proaching a dramatic situation, re- 
lying only on the dialog for effect. 

Play deals with Communism. an 
outdated theme, and plays must be 
better than good to get by when 
written around this subject. Mr. 
Priestley reaches the conclusion that 
the world and humanity go round 
and round and that circumstances 
alter cases, so that a person might be 
a Communist out of work today and 
tomorrow, with a job, turn his back 
to Cause and comrades. Which con- 
clusion has been arrived at a few 
times before. There is an excess of 
characters in the play, a number of 
which have absolutely no bearing on 
the story. 

At the start it is learned that Lord 

Kettlewell has been parted from his 


. wiée for 10 years, she taking their 
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For one not personally acquainted 
with the cast, appearance of college 
beys in feminine dress does not, in 
itself, provide an hilarious, evening. 
Judging from the repeated waves of 
laughs, chortles and’ whoops from 
the audience and enthusiastic chatter 
of old-timers between the acts, how- 
ever, this year’s Hasty Pudding show 
is one of the best. 

But for evén a cold-blooded thea- 
tregoer, stepping in ‘for a casual.o.o., 
there are enough highlights in this 
funful piece to hold interest. Much 
of the music is good ,and sounds 
even better in the flattering dress of 
Lercy Anderson’s orchestrations. 

Anderson, who looks smart as head 
man in the pit, is best known out- 
side Harvard for his arrangements 
played by the college band in recent 
football seasons. 

Although credits are widely dis- 
tributed among the Pudding mem- 
bership, a special nod goes to out- 
siders Arthur Hurley and William 
Holbrook for their handling of 
scenes and dances on a small stage 
which would challenge the ingenuity 
of any director. Early publicity at- 
tached some significance to personal 
attention given ‘Come Across’ by 
Vinton Freedley (a former Hasty 
Pudding collaborator), but his name 
does not appear in the credits. 

‘Come Across,’ ‘Wake .Up and 
Swing,’ by Welles; ‘Who Am I to 
Say?’ ‘Some Day’ and ‘The Heart of 
a Fool,’ by Newberry, are all okay 
tunes. ‘Fool’ sounds better upon 
each repetition, and this one had 
the bolster of a most beautiful ar- 
rangement that gave every evidence 
of ace, professional nurturing. 

‘There’s No Wolf Around My 
Door,’ by Bacon, was a solid click, 
although much credit must go to 
the production that enhanced build- 
up. 

Best bets come in the second act. 
First is a biting burlesque of a typi- 
cal Zieggy girl costume flesh-flash 
of the chorus in disconcertingly brief 
outfits. 

Another bright spot is a short skit 
in which Paul Killiam does a poi- 
sonously perfect impersonation of 
Noel Coward—a rare piece of busi- 
ness that might get serious consid- 
eration from a caster of any Broad- 
| way revue. Killiam registers again 
| when he mimics a radio announcer 
| describing the celebrities at a pre- 
miere. In role of an eccentric in- 
ventor (his principal character) he 
is unconvincing to an extreme: but. 
on the other hand, Killiam (a Har- 
vard Dramatic Club player) pleas- 
antly surprises with some acro-ec- 
contsie hoofing in a production num- 
ber. 

Of the many fingers in the ‘Come 
Across’ pudding, Gaspar Bacon’s is 
the most skilled on stage. In lead 
role of Lady Lavinia, endowed with 

















most of the snappier lines, Bacon 
proves himself more than worthy of 
the assignment. Consistently he 
sketches a full length portrait of a 
fluttery dilletante dowager and 
whams with a dainty toe dance made 
utterly silly by his angelic expres- 
sion that doesn’t crack. 

Joseph Coolidge is hot as the sur- 
realism-mad daughter of .Lady La- 
vinia; William Myrick gets. plenty of 
laughs from his characterization of 
the other daughter, a horsey, Ama- 
zon. 

Specialty , dances. by Benjamin 
Welles and John Develin, who also 
juggles, are oke. Because Producer 
Hurley relies upon other tricks than 
phoney voices to get across the femi- 
nine effects, husky-toned John Gra- 
ham is a natural as a tough babe 
from the niteries. Arnett McKennan 
makes much of his show gal charac- 
ter by exaggerated posturings. 

Book concerns an invention, ‘Feelo- 
Technivision.’ Its odd inventor, a 
blustering producer (Flushingale), 
chorus girls and boys, and Lady La- 
vinia, angel of the daffy troupe, fly 
to England on the Hindenburg. Con- 
tinuity rather fizzles after they land, 
but who cares? 

‘Across’ was played at the Copley, 
Boston, April 1 and 2; Shubert-Be- 
lasco, Washington, April 4; Home- 
stead, Hot Springs, April 5. Per- 
formances at Bellevue-Stratford, 
Philly, tonight. and Mecta Temple, 
N. Y., Friday (9). Fox. 


JOY TO MY SOUL 


Cleveland, April 1. 
Negro comedy in three acts (one setting) 
by Langston Hughes. Presented at Kar- 
amu theatre, Cleveland, by Gilpin Players, 
April 1, °37. 


Buster Whitehead............. Roy Stewart 
Vl Sear e er re Dorothy Smith 
ga A aa .Nolan Bell 
SME ss wonies sce dectetnane Raynor Smith 
Sheba Lane seeceecssess- Mildred Coleman 
Princess Boo Too..... Louvenia Washington 
Mme Klinkecale..........0s0% Irene Reese 
Suszanne Dorine de Bailey...Connie Hoyle 
Peemee AM AG. cesisdeccivunss George Hardy 





Langston Hughes, Cleveland poet 
of considerable repute and one of 
country’s few Negro playwrights, 
stirs up some more controversies 
with new ptay tagged ‘Joy to My 
Soul.” Gilpin Players, who present 
it, are his chief exponents, as well 
as leading Negro little theatre for 11 
years. To them and the white lit- 
erati who also boost him, Hughes 
can do no wrong, although others 
think differently. 

This is his second comedy, the first 
being ‘Little Ham,’ which reached 
Harlem theatres last year. It was 
more financially successful than sev- 
eral of his attempts at serious drama, 
which perhaps influenced him to try 
field of farce again. Why author has 
a comedy leaning is a puzzle, as it’s 
contrary to’ his: natural moods and 


works. 
Poems of Hughes, which have 
brought him national recognition, 


are for their sensitive quality, their 
richness in’ imagery, and plaintive- 
ness in dealing with emotional prob- 
lems of Negro race. There’s little of 
that in his “Joy. to’ My Soul.’ 

Trying too hard to ‘write down’ 
Hughes has done nothing more than 
an episodic, boisterously  slangy, 
sometimes amusing and often crude 
little pot-boiler. His talked-about 
sense of poetical beauty is absolutely 
missing in this mumbo-jumbo of 
Harlem life. 

Characters picked partly from un- 
derworld are usually rough ecarica- 
tures, too broad in travesty. Humor 
seems about as authentically Negro 
as the old black-outs served up by 
Moran and Mack in their heydey. 
Some of the repartee carries a laugh, 
but Hughes has not yet learned the 
trick of confecting terse, pungent 
dialog. 
~ What sharpens ‘topical interest in 
this piece is the fact that local Har- 
lem sector is its locale. Cleveland 
names and places are mentioned 
frequently, as well as satirically. Set 
in a dusky hotel, it follows the pat- 
tern of ‘Grand Hotel,’ without any 
too much originality. 

Comedy is okay with Harlem au- 
diences, particularly local ones, due 
to local tie-ups. Would be very du- 
bious elsewhere. An economical pro- 
duction, with only one setting, which 
is very garish on small stage. Un- 
less Langston Hughes can do better 
playwrighting, he should stick to 
poetry. Pullen. 


PLAYS ABROAD 


Herod and Mariamne 


(IN HEBREW) 
Palestine, March 19, 





Historical pla in thre acts (four 
scenes) by Falek Halpern: Hebrew trans- 
lation. Avigdor Hammetiri: stage manager. 
Moshe Halevy; music, Vardina Shlonsky; 
dances, Gertrude Kraus; conductor, <A. 
Glaser; sets, J. Gebai and D. Shender: 
costumes, S. Shafer lighting, Kuperman. 
Presented by Chel Theatre, Tel Aviv, 
oy PETE TeTTLUVIL TTT TeT ee J. Canaan 
POO UNNG 6 66: 68-6 Hassere ve sseees l.. Deganith 
GUNN: 6 <0 0:0000060606-0060%% S. Perlmutter 
J, ee J. Markoshewitz 
MOURN. .ccvescascvecciesveesds & Einstein 
SNE hou Cen UMS Chee bbedseeees ses D. Arazi 
SNCs 60:40:48 55 646066) 6 Oe 0% ..D. Fogelson 
| Aas | ree rrr L.. Deganith 


In the past 10 years the name of 
Director Moshe Halevy of the Chel 
Theatre has become synonymous in 
Jewish circles with the successful 
staging of biblical and historical 
dramas and the revival of important 
periods of Jewish history. In ‘Herod 





and Mariamne,’ which climaxes the 
series, Halevy concentrates on the 





aside Stall —Lesit 


_— 





Agencies enterted into a six weeks’ deal to handle blocks of tickets for 
‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum, N. Y., after the theatre management 


had rejected a buy prior to the show’s premiere. 


Theatre still contends 


that the show’s success is partly attributed to the sale of tickets directly 
at the box office, although the brokers have received regular allotments. 


Deal was made at the instance of 
its seventh week, 


the show management. ‘Time’ is in 





Mare Connelly and Arthur Kober, 


producer and author respectively of 


the comedy, have put an asking price of the play’s picture rights of 


$150,000. 


Originally figure was 50 G’s less but when Connelly was radioed news 
of increasing grosses while on a cruise after the opening, he upped the 


asking price. 





Leblang’s have an interest in ‘Now 


You’ve Done It,’ which moved from 


the Miller, N. Y., to the Fulton, Monday (5), and ‘Chalked Out,’ which 
closed suddenly at the Morosco, but not in ‘Red Harvest,’ at the National. 


All three were produced by Brock 


Pemberton, who’ had been inactive 


earlier in the geason, and the trio opened within the past few weeks. 
‘Chalked’ was yanked when there was no picture bidding, but upon its 


closing several offers were made the 


his ‘Personal Appearance,’ a socko show two seasons ago. 


Leblang’s was also in on 
The Theatre 


manager. 


Foundation is interested with Pemberton in ‘Harvest,’ a war play. Group 
is not identified as being regularly concerned with the theatre. 





In an examination before trial, Anne Nichols related the business deal 
in which Martin Jones was to have purchased an interest in ‘Hey Diddle 
Diddle,’ but his check bounced. Check was on the account of the Vandel- 


mar corporation, which operates the 


Vanderbilt theatre, N. Y., where the 


Bartlett Cormack satire, withdrawn after trying out, was to have played. 


Stipulation was made that Henry 


Olmstead, partner of Jones, also be 


examined as to his interest in the theatre and knowledge of the transaction, 


Olmstead is reputed to be a wealthy 


socialite. 





Nick Holde, manager of ‘Dead End, 
made much of the fact that the 600th 


’ Belasco, N. Y., is a cat fancier. He 


performance of the drama’ was cele-, 


brated by the house feline, Minnie the Moocher, which had five kittens. 
Three of the kittens bumped off pronto, however. 





tragic romance of the Edomite King 
of Judea and the beautiful Has- 
monean Princess. But he under- 
estimates the theatrical value of the 
Herodian era. re 

Play deals only with the incidents 
leading directly to the execution of | 
Mariamne, and then describes the 
consequent spiritual downfall of 
Herod. Wealth of dramatic material | 
in Herod’s early life, his strategic 
political manouvres, his rise to fame | 
and accession to the throne, his | 
slaughter of all who threatened his | 


dynasty, all are touched upon in the | 


play. 

Falek Halpern, who~wrote the | 
play in Yiddish, is conservative dur- | 
ing the first two acts, but allows his | 
imagination to wander in the finale. | 
Aside: from some deliberate an- | 
achronisms, which tend te strengthen 
the romantic appeal of the play, | 
the first two acts are true to history. 
Final act, which portrays the effect 
of Mariamne’s execution on Herod, 
is a hash of assorted historical events 
which happened at different times 
and places, blended incidents orig- 
inated in the playwright’s fertile 
brain. <<. “ 

Has the stuff for Jewish audiences 
anywhere, but calls for plenty of 
production. - Set. 


. 
Joy Will Come Back 
London, ‘March 20. 
Play in four acts by Elizabeth Goudge. 
Presented by Charta Theatre in conjunction 
with Arts Theatre at the Arts Thetare 
Club, for two performances, Mareh 10-20, 
"37. Produced by Muriel Pratt. 
Fanny Burney. .ccccscccssese+- Renee Kelly 
Susan Burney........ seses 
Alexander D'Apblay,......:,.John Mortimer 
Dr. Samuel Johnson,,....Bernard Merefirld 








Dr, Burney. .cecosceseccceccces Hylton Allen 
Mra. Thrale..ceccccceccces .Ann Stephenson | 
Marie Dubois: ...rccocecess Yvonne Le Dain | 
Bat; EROUWOL . d6idvctcdonvsect Roddy Hughes | 
Mr. Thack@ray.ccoccccccecccess Trevor Reid 





Average customers will find little 
if anything in this period play to 
amuse them. It has absolutely no 
motivation, but there is a quantity 
of good dialog, some of it culled 
from the observations of Dr. Samuel 
Johnson. ; 

Story is wound around the life of 
Fanny Burney, authoress of ‘Eve- 
lina.” She was the first woman in 
England to write a popular novel. 

Central character is played by 
Renee Kelly, who acts like a coy 
ingenue. She does not convey for an 
instant the personality of a woman 
who can write. 

Best character portrayal is that of 
Dr. Johnson, enacted by Bernard 
Merefield, who dies in the first act. 
One or two other well-played bits. 
but as a whole it is an amateur 
effort. Jolo. 





This for Remembrance 
London, March 23. 


Play in three acts by Ralph Neale, from 
German of Rudolf Urbantschitsch. Pro- 
duced by C, Denis Freeman at Embassy 
theatre, Lon lon, 

PORAT so 6s 0 v009e5eectes eoceceee Ronald 
coves Carl 
LOE. ov cndecteseves eovocccess- LVira 


Adam 
Bernard 
Lorota 








Amount of conversation required 
for a three-act play with only three 
people in the cast, and a_ story 
based upon a psychological triangle 
premise, necessarily makes for bore- 
dom. Story is supposed to be based 
on an actual clinical case which 
came under the observation of the 
original author, an alleged Freudian 
disciple. Two research doctors, 
working on tropical antitoxins, are 
great friends, working in sympa- 
thetic harmony. One is married to a 
girl of 22, who talks and acts like 

(Continued on page 64) 





{main two more weeks, 


FOUR SHOWS OUT 


‘Red Hot and Blue’ ends a 23 
week engagement at the Alvin, 
Saturday (10), Musical played out 
of its production red sometime ago, 
and had few weeks of operating 
loss. During height ofthe run, the 
grosses averaged around $27,000. 
Show goes into Chicago. 





————————— 





‘*RED, HOT’ AND BLUE’ 

Opened Oct. 29, ’36. Anderson 
(Journal) didn’t think this bet- 
ter than 4 ‘routibg) peibty dull 
and old-fashioned sital,’ but 
the other first-step Taare it 
a swell sendoff. *' if 

Variety (Abel) called it ‘the 
season’s first musical comedy 
smash.’ 











‘The Wingless Victory’ closes at 
the Empire this week, its 16th. Re- 
cently it went on four times weekly, 
revival of ‘Candida’ being given the 
other four times. Latter will re- 
but when 
tour starts both plays will be pre- 


j sented on a split week basis. 





™ 


“‘WINGLESS VICTORY’ 


Opened Dec. 23, 36. Opinions 
on the Katharine Cornell drama 
were mixed. Watts (Tribune) 
termed it ‘a new American play 
‘of quality and stature, of elo- 
quence and beauty.’ Atkinson 
(Times) called it ‘a hastily 
written job of playmaking.’ 

Variety (Thee) said: ‘Will not 
miss.’ 











‘Chalked Out’ suddenly closed at 
the Morosco last Saturday, after 
playing one week and a half. Busi- 
ness poor and notices did not heip 
prison drama, 





‘CHALKED OUT’ 

Opened March 25, ’37. Most 
of the first-stringers nixed this 
Warden Lawes-Jonathan Finn 
prison melodrama. Gabriel 
(American) termed it ‘pretty 
poorish, decrepitish, and now 
and then faintly feolish play.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: ‘Should 
do fairly well for limited period.’ 











‘Farewell Summer’ was yanked 
from the Fulton Saturday. Panned 
and stayed but one week. 





‘FAREWELL SUMMER’ 


Opened March 29, '37. This 
took a severe lacing from the 
critics. Brown (Post) said, ‘It 
is almost all a mess, from be- 
ginning to end.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: 
those innocuous plays 
come too often.’ 


‘One of 
which 











‘Listen for Their Ceming,’ by Sam 
and Edith Grafton, for fall produc- 
tion by Grisman and Kirkland 
Grafton is associate editor of Nev 
York Post. 


. *.* 
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Only Two Shows Left in Chi; ‘Glory’ 


Quits at Oke $12,000, ‘Take’ $16,500 





Chicago, April 6. 

Loop slides down to two shows 
this week, with only ‘Leaning on 
Letty’ at the Selwyn and “You Can't 
Take It With You’ at the Harris 
sticking. And ‘Letty’ is in its last 
week. 

‘Reflected Glory’ quit Saturday (3) 
after three weeks, Had a dull run of 
it, though the b.o. perked to near 
capacity on the final three days, 

Coming this Sunday and Monday 
are three shows, ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ 
at the Grand, ‘Idiot’s Delight’ for the 
Erlanger and ‘Water Carrier,’ Yid- 
dish, for a short gallop at the Selwyn. 
Still figuring on ‘Brother Rat’ for the 
Selwyn, but no confirmation. 

Even the WPA dives currently, 
having closed two of its three 
entries, ‘O Say Can You Sing?’ at the 


Great Northern and ‘Good Old 
Summertime’ at the Blackstone 
Saturday (3). Only the colored 


‘Mississippi Rainbow’ continues at the 
Princess. ‘Lonely Man’ comes into 
the Blackstone as a replacement on 
April 21. ‘Sing’ is in rehearsal with 
new numbers and sketches for the 
spring-Summer edition, prior to a 
jaunt to Washington and New York. 
Will open around May 1 here. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Leaning on Letty,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (20th-final weék). Charlotte 
Greenwood show had a remarkable 
stay, a run comparable to anything 


this town has seen in years. Hit 
$7,500 again last week, fine. 
‘Reflected Glory,’ Grand _ (1,300; 


$2.75). Off to Kansas City after three 
weeks here. Finished nicely with a 
last-minute spurt up to $12,000. 


‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Harris (1,000; $2.75) (9th week). 
Holding to capacity in spite of 
everything, and a hotcha take at 
$16,500. 

WPA 

‘Mississippi Rainbow,’ Princess. 

Colored show is the sole Federal 


Theatre Project entry at present. 
Doing well. 


D’OYLY CARTE $18,500, 
PLENTY GOOD, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, April 6. 

Given the most fervent civic re- 
ception any legit troupe ever got 
here, the D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
sang $18,500 into the Hanna till in 
six days and had a healthy chance 
of setting a record for musicals but 
for competition. 

What made a deep inroad on pos- 
sible sensational biz was a rival sub- 
scription campaign for Met Opera, 
arriving next week. Legit-goers are 
shelling out $150,000 in opera guar- 
antee, not leaving them enough for 
Gilbert and Sullivan. Figure of $18,- 
500 is still very cheerful, meaning 
Standees at two matinees. 

‘Good Earth,’ Metro road-show, 
has opened a date at the Hanna for 
at least two weeks. 

Play House is 
Hour.’ 

Estimate for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte, Hanna (1,435; 55- 
$2.50). One of its best weeks on 
middle western tour, $18,500. 
Although too much opposish, got 


Tave notices and built up plenty of 
good-will. 


‘Waltz’ at $14,000 
Not Forte, Wash. 


Washington, April 6. 
‘Great Waltz’ made a valiant effort 
to duplicate the success of its first 
Stop here, but last week, playing at 
$2.75 top as. against $3.30 before, 
had a hard time meeting expenses. 
Even so, take was sizable for a re- 
turn engagement. National now goes 
into three weeks of celluloid with 
The Good Earth’ (MG) twice daily. 
‘ Return of ‘First Lady’ is skedded 
or the National week of April 26, 
+ Heal of ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ due May 
0 and on May 16. back to pix for 
three weeks of ‘Lost Horizon.’ 
Belasco also took a beating with 
he premiere of ‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 
Which, although notices were mixed, 
Should have done better. Had ‘Old 
ome skedded this week, but the 
cal child labor law prevented it, 
So the house is dark. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Great Waltz’ (National: $2.75)— 
a engagement at pop prices, 
Sappointing at $14,000. 
g2 Tite Your Wagon’ ‘Belasco: 
-(5 —House’s first premiere stirred 
"'p Plenty of talk, but couldn't betier | 
& floppe $2,000, \ 








doing ‘Shining 
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Add: Exploitation 





Philadelphia, April 6. 

P.a. for ‘Boy Meets Gir!’ will 
face the rival publicity monger 
from ‘Susan and God’ in a radio 
debate, over relative merits of 
the legit shows, which hit 
Philly next week. 

Stunt skedded for Thursday 
(8), from 5:15 to 5:30 p.m., over 
WIP. 


‘BABES FAIR 














Boston, April 6. 

Local boards have a tested comedy, 
‘Brother Rat,’ in its eighth week, 
and a new musical, ‘Babes in Arms,’ 
now in the process of doctoring. 
Both are holding their own. 

April 12 will bring ‘Great Waltz’ 
to the Opera House and the D’Oyly 
Carte G. & S. company to the Colo- 
nial. 

Estimates for 


‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert ($3.30; 
2d week). New Rodgers-Hart mu- 
sical starring Mitzi Green causing 
the boys some worry, but fair $18,000 
for the initial frame, which is en- 
couraging. One more week. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Plymouth ($2.75; 
8th week). Holding good pace and 
no signs of folding; nearly $12,000 for 
the seventh stanza. 


‘Dead End’ Big $11,000 
And Holdover, First 
This Season, Newark 


Newark, April 6. 

‘Dead End,’ -road edition of the 
Sidney Kingsley-Norman Bel Geddes 
current success on Broadway, did 
the impossible at the Shubert—at 
least the impossible for the past 
three years—and jammed the house 
here to overflowing. Sellout sign 
was rushed out of the cellar, dust 
blown off it, and nearly 100 standees 
= admission on the opening night. 

est notices of the season from the 
local critics and the best gross. Did 
over $11,000: and is holding for a sec- 
ond week. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Dead End’, Shubert (1,970; 50- 
1.50).—Ace week in every way, with 
no two-for-ones and the b.o. doing 
a splendid $11,600 or more. 


Weak ‘Excursion,’ 
$4,500, Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, April 6. 

Nothing new along the legit front 
this week, but a couple of openers 
listed for next Monday. 

One is a John Golden try-out, 
‘Susan and God, with Gertrude 
Lawrence and Bert Lytell, which 
bows in at the Forrest for two 
weeks. That house has been dark a 
fortnight. Other is ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ 
which takes the Chestnut back to 
shows after five weeks of pix (‘Lost 
Horizon’). ‘Boy’ is announcing four 
weeks, with the whole lower floor 
scaled at $2 and matinees at $1 top. 

Last week’s single show, ‘Excur- 
sion,’ comedy try-out at the ‘Er- 
langer, didn’t add much to the gay- 
ety of nations. 

Estimate for Last Week 


‘Excursion’ (Erlanger, 1,900; $2.50 
top). Try-out mentioned two weeks 
in programs, but stayed just one, to 
a woeful $4,500. 


‘Boy’ Nearing End of 


Last Week 




















Hollywood, April 6. 

‘Boy Meets Girl’ continues to at- 
tract fair trade at the El Capitan, 
where it is now in its fifth week. 
with at least one more to go. Rest of 
the town continues shuttered with 
the exception of the Federal Theatre 
Propect plays, which are 
better than average crowds. 

“Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ El Capitan. 
(C-1,571; $1.65) (4th week). Matince 
trade is off, but nichts are 
fairly strong. Grabbed in excess of 
$5,000 on the fourth stanza, which is 
profitable. 





WPA 
‘Merchant of venice,” Hollywood 
Playhouse. First Shakespearean pro- 


$18,000, HUB; 


L. A. Run; 56, 4th Wk. 


drawing 


holding | 


"TOVARICH’ HEALTHY 
$14,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, April 6. 


“Tovarich,’ with Eugenie Leonto- 
vich, Osgood Perkins and Bela 
Lugosi heading the cast, is getting 
into its stride at the Curran theatre. 
Publicity has been unusually good. 
Practically every member of the cast 
has been interviewed over one of the 
local radio transmitters. Drama crix 
also have been generous in their 
allotment of space. 

‘Help Yourself’ (WPA) is having 
a nice run at the Columbia theatre. 
As was the case with ‘Tovarich’ at 
the Geary, biz during the second 
week equaled the first seven days. 
Federal Theatres Project sent this 
comedy here from Los Angeles. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Tovarich’ Curran (2nd week) 
(1,500; $2.50). Performance is nice 
and smooth now. Bad break in 
weather the first week, when it 
rained nearly every night, perhaps 
accounted for the second week hit- 
ting a good $14,000. 

WP 











‘Help Yourself,’ Columbia (2nd 
week ). Did a little better than $4,000, 
which is very good. 


‘Lunt-Fontanne 


Break Record in 
Detroit, $28,003 


Detroit, April 6. 

House record of many _ years’ 
standing was tossed into the discard 
at the Cass last week, with ‘Idiot’s 
Delight’ copping a gigantic $28,000 
in nine performances at $3.30 top. 
Manager Harry McKee’ thumbed 
through the record books in vain to 
find a more profitable session at 
these prices. 

House was a virtual sell-out the 
entire week, ducats being gobbled 
up weeks in advance. Whole down- 
stairs, with chairs for 800-odd, sold 
for $3.30 each, compared with the 
usual half at $3.30 and remainder at 
$2.75 and $2.50. Balcony seats went 
just as fast at $2.75 top. 

Gross is all the more remarkable 
in view of the current uneasiness 
caused by sitdownitis and in face of 
the fact that the show was given no 
unusual buildup. 

Although ‘Delight’ could have 
stayed on here on strength of the 
first session, the Cass is forced to 
darken this .week, due to previous 
bookings for the show. Relights next 
Monday (12) with ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ 
in for a two-week stand. 

Estimate for Last Week 

Idiot’s Delight,’ Cass (1,400; $3.30 
top). Lunt-Fontanne show cracked 
house records with a mammoth $28,- 
000 on nine performances. Aided to 
record by hiking prices of all main 
floor seats to $3.30. House dark this 
week, 


EYRE HOTCHA 
$23,600, BALTO 


Baltimore, April 6. 
’ Katharine Hepburn in the Theatre 
Guild’s ‘Jane Eyre’ at Ford’s did a 
stand-up biz all week, winding up 
with a big $23,600. Indications of 
the big gross were noted from mail 
orders prior to opening and lines 
were continuous all week. This in 
spite of two nights of Met opera at 
the Lyric and a society ice carnival 
on the week-end. 
Current booking of ‘Boy Meets 
Girl’ is at Ford's, second session for 
this comedy this season. Nothing 
else is in sight until ‘First Lady,’ 
which comes in May 3. 
Estimate for Last Week 

Jane Eyre,’ Ford’s (1,988: $2.76). 
Big advance sale and consistent linc- 
up at the b.o. all week for a hotcha 
| $23,600. 


























Plays in Rehearsal 


‘Arsenal’—A. L. Jones. 





| ‘Orchids Preferred’— Charles 
| Abramson. 

| ‘Curtain Call’ — Quigley and 
| Schachtel. 


‘Close Quarters’—Shuberts. 
‘Penny Wise’—Juliana Morgan. 
‘Susan and God’—John Golden. 





| 
| duction by the project locally; 
' tracting best trade in months. 

‘Blind Alley,’ Mayan. 


at- 


the high 
trend. 

‘Crock of Gold,’ ‘Captain Kidd. 
Beaux Arts. Former on nights, ‘Kidd’ 
matinees only. 


spots and biz on the up- 


Gangster- 
| tragedy by James Warwick hitting | 





Broadway Gets Big Easter Coin; 
Due to Slide Of; ‘Tor's’ 206's 





Out of 28 attractions on 


portant money and five or six went 
to new highs, and others topped the 
marks of the record Holy Week, dur- 
ing what was the last socko gross 
period of the 1936-37 season. In 
some instances business was spotty 
and the going started poorly, holiday 
matinees being blah. 

Attendance thereafter started 
climbing and by Wednesday a flock 
of shows hit capacity. Showmen ex- 
pressed satisfaction, while critics 
squawked over the succession of 
spring flops. Business is sure to fall 


off, except for the standouts, from 
now on and the N,. Y. state income 
| tax deadline next week (15), figures 


to react at the box offices. 

‘The Show Is On’ copped the 
largest gross with takings at $36,- 
000; the two major production in- 
vestments, ‘White Horse Inn’ and 
‘The Eternal Road,’ climbed to $30,- 
000; ‘Frederika’: had its best week, 
approximately $20,000; ‘Red Hot and 
Blue’ fair at $22,000. 

‘The Women’ again topped the 
straight shows, getting $25,300 with 
the aid of two added matinees (10 
times), but ‘King Richard II’ sur- 
prised by bettering $22,500; ‘Victoria 
Regina’ had another corking week 
With $22,300 in nine performances. 

‘High Tor’ jumped around $7,500 
and topped $20,000 on the strength 
of the critics prize award: ‘Yes, My 
Darling Daughter’ was another show 
to reach a new high gross mark with 
$18,500 in 10 performances; ‘Brother 
Rat’ in the same number of shows 
sot $17.000; ‘Candida’ and ‘Wingless 
Victory’ topped $18,000; ‘Tovorich,’ 
$20,000; ‘You Can’t Take It With 
You, $17,000 and ‘Having Wonderful 
Time’ slid past the $15,000 mark. 

Two fast flops were registered 
when ‘Chalked Out’ stopped at the 
Morosco and ‘Farewell Summer’ 
fiivved out of the Fulton. Two other 
new shows are in doubt—‘Red Har- 
vest,’ National. and ‘Young Madame 
Conti,’ Music Box. Closing this week 
are ‘Red. Hot and Blue,’ Alvin, and 
‘Wingless Victory,’ Empire, but ‘Can- 
dida,’ its companion piece, continues 
for two more weeks. ‘Now You've 
Done It’ was slated to close at the 
Miller, but picked up and moved to 
the Fulton. 

‘Babes in Arms’ js the entrant for 
next week at the Shubert. ‘The 
Masque of Kings’ moving from there 
to the Majestic. Something called 
‘Professor Mamlock’ is slated by the 
WPA at Daly’s. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (72d week) 
(C-1,05$-$3.30). _ Played one extra 
performance last week and went to 
$10,000 or better; best gross in 
months; may move to a larger house 
for a summer stay. 

Mansfield 


‘Behind Red _ Lights,’ 
(13th week) (D-1,079-$3.30). Doing 
fairly; last week the gross was 
around $8,000; profitable and may go 
through the spring. 

‘Bet Your Life,’ Golden (1st week) 
(C-789-$3.30). Presented by Ben 
Stein; written by Fritz Blocki and 


Willie Howard; opened Monday; 
badly panned. 
‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (17th 


week) (C-991-$3.30). Best week yet, 
with gross topping $17,000; played 
two extra matinees; 10 perform- 
ances; steadily bettering. 
‘Chalked Out,’ Morosco. With- 
drawn suddenly Saturday after poor 
weck and a half; under $2,500. 


‘Dead End,’ Belasco (76th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.30). Some _  improve- 
ment last week, with takings esti- 
mated over $8,000; using cut rates. 

‘Excursion,’ Vanderbilt (lst week) 
(D-804-$3.30). Presented by John 
C. Wilson; written by Victor Wolf- 
son; well regarded at tryout; opens 
Friday (9). 

‘Farewell Summer,’ Fulton. With- 
drawn Saturday; one week. 

‘Frederika,’ Imperial (9th week) 
(O-1,468-$3.85 ). Best week since 
opening; around $20,000, with mati- 
nees especially strong; looks set 
through spring. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(7th week) (CD-1,006-$3.30). Played 
nine performances and also went to 
new high, with takings going over 
$15,000. 

‘High Tor,’ Beck 
(D - 1,214 - $3.30). 


(13th 
Critics’ 


week) 
award 





jumped pace and best gross since 
opening, with takings around $20,- 
| 000. 

| ‘Hitch Your Wagon,’ 48th St. (ist 
| week) (CD-969-$3.30). Presented by 
| Pearson and Baruch: written by 
| Bernard a. Schoenfeld; opens 
| Thursday (15). 

| ‘Miss Quis,’ Miller (lst week) 
| (C-944-$3.30). Presented by Vinton 
| Freedley; written by Ward Moore- 


| house; opens tonight. 

| ‘Now You've Done It,’ Fulton (6th 
week) (C-913-$3.30). Moved here 
from Miller, where business picked 
up last week; around $3,000; staying 








Broad- after pre-Easter layoff with takings 
way’s list Easter week, 14 drew im-estimated at $22,000. 


‘Show Is On,’ Winter Garden (16th 
week) (R-1,671-$4.40). Held excel- 
lent pace and looks set into summer; 
gross topped field again at $36,000. 

‘Storm Over Patsy,’ Guild (5th 
week) (CD-914-$3.30). Staying after 
subscriptions expire this Saturday; 


theatre parties arranged for next 
week; $12,000 claimed. 

‘Sun Kissed,’ Little (5th week) 
(C-532-$3.30). Small money § for 


comedy and little chance; last week 
rated under $2,500. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Hudson (6th week) (D-1,017-$3.50). 
Moderate money for imported meller; 
played one extra matinee last week; 
around $9,000. 


‘The Eternal Road,’ Manhattan 
O.H. (14th week) (M-2,780-$3.20). 
Quoted topping $30,000 last week; 


spec also played nine performances; 
Sunday matinees very well attended. 

‘The Masque of Kings,’ Shubert 
(9th week (D-1,382-$3.30). Picked up 
smartly and went to $15,000; moves 
Monday to the Majestic to make way 
for ‘Babes in Arms.’ 


‘The Wingless Victory,’ Empire 
(16th week) (D-1,099-$3.30). Final 
week for ‘Victory,’ with ‘Candida’ 


roing on for two more weeks; over 
$18,000 combined last week. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore (15th 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Copped an- 
other corking gross when, with two 


extra matinees, takings went to 
$25,300. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest § (174th 


week) (D-1,017-$1.65). Making money 
right along at modest grosses; last 
week up, with takings estimated over 
$8,000. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (26th week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). Still stands with 
the leaders; not capacity all per- 
formances, but turned in a $20,000 
gross in nine times last week. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (re- 
sumed eng.) (58th week) (D-1,110- 
$3.20). Holdover smash sailed well 
over $22,000 last week in nine per- 
formances. 

‘White Horse Inn,’ Center (28th 
week) (M-3,321-$3.85). If bettering 
even break will stick; week to week; 
gross approximated $20,000 after 
final performances had been an- 
nounced, 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (9th week) (C-878-$3.50). 
Some performances not capacity, but 
others drew standees last week 
again; in 10 times gross was over 
$18,500. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (17th week) (C-704-$3.30), 
Played an added matince and drew 
standees, as always, with gross 
virtually $17,000. 

‘Young Madame Conti,’ Music Box 
(2nd week) (D-1,001-$3.30), Opened 
middle of last week; drew divided 
notices and chances not yet definite. 


Revivals, Etc, 


‘King Richard, II.’ St. James; re- 
markable business for Shakespeare 
drama; got $22,500 last week. 

‘Candida,’ Empire; virtual sell-out 
and will be given without ‘Wingless 
Victory’ for two more weeks. 

‘Marching Song,’ Bayes; going co- 
operative instead of closing. 

‘Naughty Naught,’ American Music 


Hall. 
WPA 

‘The Sun and I,’ Adelphi. 

‘Power,’ Ritz. 

‘Dr. Faustus,’ Elliott. 

‘Native Ground,’ Venice (Jolson’s). 

‘Love in Humble Life,’ Daly's; final 
week, 

‘The Show Off,’ Lafayette (colored). 


FOLLIES BIG 
$33,000, ST. L. 


St. Louis, April 6. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies’ concluded a week 
stand Saturday (3) at the American 
theatre with a take of approximately 
$33,000 for the best biz of the cur- 
rent season and one of the biggest 
weeks in the past five years. 

Six of the eight performances 
were played to absolute capacity, 
and, when the show closed, natives 
were siill requesting ducats. All 
local crix helped with favorable re- 
views. 

‘Idiot's Delight,’ with Alfred Lunt 
and Lynn Fontanne, began a one- 
week stand Monday (5) at the house. 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Phillip Merivale, Gladys Cooper, 
‘Close Quarters,’ 

Anna Erskine, ‘Naughty Naught. 

Benay Venuta, ‘Orchids Preferred. 














4 Me cee . : Nancy Sheridan, Albert 3ergh, 
for probable picture rights. Linda Watkins ‘Penny Wise.’ : 
‘Red Harvest,’ National (2d week)| Patricia Palmer, ‘Boy Mects Girl.’ 
(C-1,164-$3.30). Drew fairish notices | Jack Roseleigh. Philip Ober. Eddie 

|cend business after opening not} Craven, Gertrude Green, J. Arthur 

; wong; around $2,000 in seven times. | Young, Russel] Morrison, Franklyn 
‘Red, Hot and Blue,’ Alvin (23d/| Fox. ‘Arsenal.’ 

week) (M-1,355-$4.40). Final week: Douglas Gilmore, Paul McGrath, 
going to Chicago; resumed lest week ' Derek Fuirman, ‘Susan and God.’ 
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Plays on Broadway 





Young Madame Conti 


starring Con- 
Hubert 


Melodrama in three acts, 
stance Cummings. Adapted by 


Griffith and Benn W. Levy from German 
eriginal by Brupo Frank. Presented by 
Bernard Klawans (Warner Bros.); staging, 
Levy; settings, Ernst Stern, At Music Box, 
N. ¥., March 31, '37, $3.30 top. ; 
Nella Conti....ceccess Constance Cummings 
Betty Wanniger....cccccecees Betty Norton 
Arnold Zimmermann....s+.++- William Fox 
Stephen Horka......eeeeeeee- Patrick Bart 
Mrs. Ebersbacher, charwoman.Ruth Vivian 
Mr. Lechner, janitor........5++. Tom Dillon 
The President of the Court.....--..+++- 
William Dewhurst 
Dr. Reuchlin......++e+-+- Raymond Huntley 
Dr. Schonberg.......ceesceees Cameron Haii 
Otto Farenthold.........--..-Phillip Leaver 
Cderk of the Court.....s+.6.. Robert Woods 
Second Janitor.......ee-+65 William Rolston 
Judge Becker......++++- G,. Swayne Gordon 
Third Judge... ccscsscveess Courtlandt Davis 
WAPrdleSS... .cdescccceces Dorothy Dewhurst 
THEAIOVETNOL. oc ceseececes Charles Wellesley 





Another of those violently melo- 
dramatic tidbits, seemingly so dear 
to the hearts of playgoing Britishers, 


ner Bros., with the play dept. head, 
Bernard Klawans, programmed as 
producer. 


‘Young Madame Conti’ is an adap- 
tation, by Hubert Griffith, London 
drama critic, and Benn W. Levy, 
from a German original by Bruno 
Frank, with Constance Cummings 
(Mrs. Levy) starring in the role she 
played in England. 

Play has luridly te do with a mur- 
der committed by the beauteous 
Nella Conti, one of Austria’s most 
select ladies of easy virtue, and the 
silken killer’s trial and conviction. 
Young Madame Conti, it seems, has 
really fallen in love with one of her 
more prominent patrons, Stephen 
Horka. When, by chance, she over- 
hears that this sincere affection is 
not reciprocated, she shoots her man 
dead in Frankie and Johnnie fashion, 

Brought to trial, she amazes the 
court by expressing a wish to die, 
without offering any defense. It is 
not until her attorney, out of the 
kindness of his legal heart, points 
out in court the harrowing details of 
an Austrian hanging, that she de- 
cides to tell all. She might not have 
done so even then, had not the son 
of the presiding judge stampeded the 
trial to declaim his undying love for 
her and inform the startled court 
that Horka was a cad deserving to 
die 

Madame Conti’s story is that the 
dead man was in the habit of ex- 
tracting large sums of money from 
her, but she didn’t mind until he 
boasted about it to an actor friend. 
President of the trial is uncommonly 
sympathetic to her sad tale, but Ma- 
dame Conti is convicted, neverthe- 
less. Even a plea for pardon is re- 
fused later, as she awaits hanging. 

Here, however, the authors insert 
a theatrical trick by means of a 
sudden blackout, a flashback reveal- 
ing that the entire trial and convic- 
tion business was merely thoughts 
rushing through the woman’s mad- 
dened mind in her luxurious apart- 
ment. In comes Mr. Horka again, 
as in the first scene, to be killed by a 
bullet all over again—this time, it is 
hoved, for keeps. 

Most of the play is routine court- 
room stuff, enlivened now and again 
by some amusing observations. It is 
well handled, however, on the whole, 
by a cast composed of most of the 
principal members of the original 
London company. 

Constance Cummings, playing her 


who is proven a perjurer, and Pat- 
rick Barr is the unfortunate Horka. 
William Fox as the Conti lady’s 
youthful champion is inclined to 
overact, and is the cast’s one weak 
link. : 

Play is hardly an impressive im- 
portation, destined for a brief run. 
Film chances would seem slight, 
despite the Warners enthusiasm for 
the script. Rowl, 


RED HARVEST 


Drama in three. acts, presented at Na- 


tional theatre, N. Y., March 30, ‘37, by 
Brock Pemberton, in association with the 
Theatre Foundation of America; written by 


Walter Charles Roberts; direction, Antoi- 
nette Perry; settings, John Root. $3.30 top. 
Private Transky Michael Carlo 


Private Adams ....es«e Chester Stratton 
Private Hawley ....ccceece:- Lloyd Gough 
Veronica Ellis ......se06 Elizabeth Love 
Carol Whitin’ ccocceccecccces Martha Hodge 
tee. BIEN wecvescoses ese Doro Merande 
Mary Luddy .........+e. Amelia Romano 
Rose Clarkson ......cccessss Jeanne Hart 
Dorothy Bruffel .......... Margaret Mullen 
Major David Allison...... Frederic Tozere 
Zinna Meek ceccccce Lona Powers 


Corporal Topley . Edwin Rand 
Private Breen’ ......cccssess Allan Hale 
Charlotte Van Worter....eee- Malan Cullen 
Sally Farrell ...........eee«. Frances Creel 


Courier Rockman. ‘ 
Holly Farrell 


-eeeee Walter Burke 
.eeeeeee Phyllis Langner 


Sergeant Bennett ......+6. John Alexander 
Soeur Therese .......ceeessss @ Joan Sudlow 
Major McCann ......-ces Carl Benton Reid 
ee eck bah ob. 0se Drue Leyton 
Courter, G.iB6.@,. vccccccces Robert Marcato 





Brock Pemberton’s third current 
offering (other two are ‘Chalked 
Out,’ and ‘Now You've Done It’) 
does not look much like a healthy 
capstone for the Pemberton season. 
‘Red Harvest,’ subtitled ‘Pages From 
A Red Cross Diary,’ is spotty. And 
it’s not entertainment. Essaying a 
portrayal of stark realism from the 
viewpoint of the Red Cross nurses 
during the World War, it aims at 
two points: (1) war is hell; and (2) 


the Red Cross is aces in heroism and 
morale. All of which is okay as a 
point, but not as theatre from the 
b.o. angle. On the strength of its 
sincerity it may go through a limited 
run, though chances at any genuine 
coin look slim. 

War plays have come like locusts 
in the past 20 years, some of them 
catching on via comedy, others via 
psychology, and others via straight 
14th St. ‘Red Harvest’ gets some- 
where in the middle of this setup, 
but without impressing any more 
than a series of camera snaps stuck 
together in a time sequence, and not 
working up to any sock climax. 
As candid camera work by means 
of the stage it’s okay, but as editing 
it’s pretty gloomy. A half-way job, 
in short. 

Yarn (it can hardly be called that) 
portrays the nurses shifting their 
portable field hospitals closer and 
closer to the actual fighting; work- 
ing 70 hours at a stretch; being 
bombed; nursing their own brothers 
in death, etc. Veronica Ellis (Eliza- 
beth Love) gets into a romance with 
Private Adams (Chester Stratton) 
which drearily breaks off when an 
infection in the _ fellow’s finger 
spreads, and the surgeons slowly 
hack him to bits trying to save 
him. Zinna Meek (Leona Powers) 
carries on a feud with Frederic To- 
zere, the high-hat major surgeon, 
which winds up in a confession of 
love. But the play doesn’t end there 





first emotional stage role on Broad- 
wavy. is excellent in the long and ex- 
acting title part. Hers is a vivid 
portcayal, though something of a 
field day for any actress. William 
Dewhurst is fine as the benign presi- 
dent of the trial; Raymond Huntley, 
Broadway's original Count Dracula, 
is helpful as Dr. Reuchler, attorney 
for the defense, and Cameron Hall 
scores as the sarcastic legal oppo- 
nent. Phillip Leaver provides a bit 
of «ay humor as the actor-witness 


on the only” sustained sequence 
which produces any kind of roman- 
tic suspense at all. Finale is a bomb- 
ing replete with dust, bits of plaster, 
etc. In between, bloody casualties 
are hauled on and off the stage in 
a macabre tableaux. 

Walter Charles Roberts’ type of 
writing looks better fitted for the 
mags than for the stage. While sin- 
ccrity and good observation are ap- 
parent, too many separate entities 
are scrambeld together for logical 
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consumption. John Root’s settings go 
overboard in the second and third 
acts with a cavernous interior of the 
Hotel-Dieu. Actors are constantly 
getting behind pillars and doors, 
and unless the audience is equipped 
with mirrors it’s not going to see 
much except what happens center 
stage, front. 


Acting is, withal, commendable. 
Leona Powers and Frederic Tozere 
turn in crack jobs, the former vir- 
tually being forced to talk continu- 
ously in frenzied action scenes. John 
Alexander, slated for the male lead 
in Pemberton’s ‘Now You've Done 
It’ until disabled by appendicitis, 
gets the role of-a sergeant here, and 
does well. Support, largely femme, 
is adequate, and frequently above 
par. Direction, like the script, is 
spotty. Edga. 


BET YOUR LIFE 


Buren; settings, Stagecraft studios, At 
John Golden, N. Y., April 5, '37; $3.50 top. 





The waning legit year makes one 
of its seasonal missteps with this one. 
Few plays prove as completely dis- 
comforting to a first audience, as 
well as its authors and sponsors, as 
‘Bet Your Life,’ jointly composed by 
Fritz Blocki, former Chicago play 
critic, and Willie Howard, revue 
comic. Co-authors’ attempt to in- 
scribe a farce around the joys and 
perils of sweepstakes winning ticket- 
holders is both naive and confused. 

Play shows some promise at the 
start, but quickly bogs down before 
the first lap is run. There is little 
development to story after the 
Chance family learns, to its amaze- 
ment, that its ticket on an English 
horse, named Slow Poke, is worth 
$150,000. Plot comes to a dead stand- 
still for the rest of the way and 
nothing of interest transpires to 
tickle the customers’ risibilities. 

Family struts its new-found wealth 
in the old Bringing Up Father fash- 
ion. Papa Chance sports some flashy 
duds and takes a flyer in the stock 
market. His wife hires a phoney 
socialife as a gigolo; Ima Chance, the 
daughter, goes off to Paris with the 
boy friend, a dog exerciser, and the 
son, Luke, departs for the Texas oil 
fields. It goes without saying that 
the family loses everything at the 
second-act curtain, after an overlong 
session of crudely-arranged gags and 
unfunny business. It was in this 
stanza that the cast adds to the con- 
fusion by not remembering lines. 
The prompter really should have his 
name in the program. 

The fortunes of the family. how- 
ever, are upped again in the final 
act, as the radio gives out the news 
that Papa Willie has made a second 
sweepstakes killing. This time a nag 
named Swayback, at Aintree, re- 
coups the recent losses of the Chance 
tribe and all its joyous confusion 
once again. 

In the leading roles, Lew Hearn 
and Lulu McConnell, 


across. 
to put it mildly. 


at least, by John Call and Claire 
Carlton; John Clarke is okay in a 
brief British bit, and Jean McCool, a 
looker, is an eyeful as the second- 
act maid. A. H. Van Buren is re- 


really not his fault that the results 
are so disheartening. Blame it on 
the authors. 

‘Bet Your Life’ is most certainly 
not a good gamble for anyone con- 
cerned. And, judged by its complete 
mediocrity, its film chances ose = 

owl, 


PLAYS ABROAD 


(Continued from page 62) 

a moron. Husband has to go to the 
far away wilderness and tells the 
other to look after his wife. At the 
end of six months, she and the friend 
find they love each other. Husband 
returns and offers to release his wife, 
if that will make her’ happy. 
Whereupon she declares that she 
loves them both. Being unable to 








decide, she goes to the cupboard 
and fills a hyperdermic full of 
deadly germs, with the _ intention 


of making away with herself. 

She lacks the courage and squirts 
the poison on the floor. Both men 
rush in, observe the phial from 
which she filled the syringe and im- 
mediately give her a deadly anti- 
toxin antidote, which kills her. She 
dies holding the hands of both men 
and abjuring them to continue as 
good friends. 

Audiences can assimilate only a 
limited amount of highbrow fare be- 
fore they begin to yawn. More ac- 
climated ‘mink and monocle’ patrons 





veterans of 
many a far funnier show, struggle 
valiantly to put woeful materials | ©. 
Theirs is not a happy task, 
Hearn strives to 
create comic sympathy for Willie 
Chance, and his efforts are not al- 
ways in vain. Miss McConnell, han- 
dicapped by a bad cold and a curi- 
ye po sg ay oe — = = can | ¥ 
o make Ma ance click. e son = ; ‘ ? lage 
and daughter are played with vigor, a Ww. > eae J. N, Schreeder, 


sponsible for the direction, but it is 


can hold out longer than the ordi- 
nary theatregoer, and pretend en- 
joyment, but commercially it isn’t 
sound. 

Two male actors struggle hard to 
carry conviction and sustain interest 
in this slow-moving narration, but 
attention is centered on the first ap- 


j} pearance here of Evira Borota, a 


oung Viennese actress reputed to 
Seve an enviable record of Shakes- 
pearean and other successes on the 
stages of her native country. While 
it is manifestly unfair to pass judg- 
ment on her work in this play, the 
first impression is that of another 
continental actress of the Bergner 
cult. They all play ingenue roles 
with a combination of gamin and 
stunted mental development, even- 
tuating into dramatic situations and 
arriving at a point where they crouch 
over and hunch their shoulders when 
it becomes necessary to —s 
olo. 





, sis’ Wii i tiki: ‘igniiinds (Show lasted only one perform- 
Farce comec y in iree acts sc . . ; 

by Fritz Blocki and Willie Howard. Pre-|@nce; failed to open the second 
sented by Ben Stein; staged by A. H. Van | night.) 


Luke Chance....... Peeerecgerseored John Call 

Ima CHAN. eccoccrcccccceees Claire Carlton STARS AND STRIPS 
Mark Burton......-ee+:. ee«-d. Robert Haag 

BE MADON. inccs scenes cowass Lulu McConnell London, March 23. 
Willie Chance. ......eesserereees Lew Hearn Revue in two parts (24 scenes) by Edgar 
Bruce Humberston........ sees John Clarke | piait. Dan Soutter; music, Nat Ayer, Jr., 
Wiggins Poe eee William Valentine Dennis van Thal; ballets and dances ar- 
Clarice. se eee eee ee eeneseceeeees ct Jean McCool ranged by John Byron, Bobbie Tranter. 
Marjorie 6 oS0500 06000600 6008 Blanche Haring Stars Douglas Byng and Phyllis Stanley. 
Felegraph Boy..++..+++e+eeeses John Foster | presented by Andre Charlot and Dennis van 
Met auley ee ee ee ee te + COTE Moore Thal at Vaudeville theatre, London, March 
CRAUMOU. cccccccccesccctccss Edgar Charles 


22, °37. 





Andre Charlot calls this stop re- 
vue ‘Stars and Strips.’ There is a 
preponderance of the latter as 
against the former, and for this rea- 
son the show will have some appeal 
for the no-brows who revel in that 
sort of revelation. 


Only one in the cast who can lay 
any claim to drawing power is 
Douglas Byng, who appears twice, 
first doing his Lady Mayoress num- 
ber. already made familiar in his 
vaude appearances, Later he ap- 
pears as an aged French can-can 
dancer, apparently dressed in a bras- 
siere and a pair of black stockings. 
It’s pretty rough. 

Only other straight vaude act is 
Larry Kemble with unicycle and 
comedy monolog, who clicks solidly. 

Remainder of the show is made 
up almost entirely of undressed girls 
and a few suggestive sketches. Jolo. 


WPA 


ALTARS OF STEEL 


Atlanta, April 1, 


Drama im 16 scenes by Thomas Hall- 
Rogers, presented by combined Federal 
theatre troupes of Georgia and Alabama, 
N. Y. F.T.P. loan company and Atlanta 
Theatre Guild; John McGee co-producer; 
Hedley Gordon-Graham, guest-director; 
sets Josef L, Lentz, At Atlanta theatre, 
April 1, '37. $1.10 top. 

William Grady, 





Frank Jackson, Sidney 
F. Owen, Arthur Cooper, Ravenal Camp- 
bell, Baily Waller, Ray Calhoun, Ed Hill, 
Gardner W, Patton, Amasa P, Windham, 
Bill Parsons, Gene Hudson, James R, 
Mitchell, Lionel Dante, William Nunn, 
Clyde Waddell, Byrd Strickland, Richard 
Killebrew, Irving Waugh, Mildred Seals, 
David Leight, Harry Lee, Maurice Fain, 
John King, Grady W. Barrow, Roy Elkins, 
Gilbert Maxwell, James Russell, Fred 
Davis, William Barrie, Vernon G. Wil- 
liams, Ralph Eilis, William Speliman, Lee 
Harrison, Helen Stringfellow and Evelyn 
Eden, 

Marie Turner, Marion Brannon, Mildred 
Miller, Peggy Little, Milton Bame, Thomas 
m, Garrett, Joe Torrence, Wayne Jacobs, 


C. W. Jones, George Caskey, M. A. Yates, 
Robert Pearree, Roy Weaver, Thomas 
Findley, Harvey Dupree, Erwin Clark, 
Emmet Satterfield, George Jackson, Jack 
Lassiter, Jack Ward, Dan Yarbrought, 
R. E. Teague, C. W. Davies, A. F. Hol- 
combe, J. R. Thigpen, L, Aderholt, Frank 
Davis, James Lynch, George Jackson, 
Walter Lee, John Norrell, R. Gaines, 


G. Cunningham, S. F, Harrison, H. G, 


. Collins, J. C. Beasley, J. FE. Tread- 
way, J. F. Kendrick, R. T. Woodall, P. M. 
Norman, W. E. Johnson, J. G. Condon, 
J. G, Whitaker, Billy Fair, W. F. Keely, 





Built around evit of absentee own- 
ership of industry in south, this play 
preaches a sermon for and against 
Communism, against a background 
of the age-old theme of capital vs. 
labor, 


John Worth’s Southern Steel 
Co. is about to get out of the 
red after having weathered the 
depression, when it is absorbed 
by United Steel, headed by Karl 
Jung, which gains control by taking 
over bank that holds Worth’s mort- 
gages. 

Jung retains Worth as president 
in name only and proceeds to speed 
up production without raising wages 
and with no consideration for the 
workers, most of whom have been 
with Worth for years. Meanwhile, 
Draper, a Communist has been 
spreading propaganda and inciting 
the workers. He gains a following, 
even managing to turn the workers 
against their best friend, Worth, who 
is powerless to prevent Jung’s op- 
pressive methods. 


Worth and his board of directors, 
also retained by Jung, finally turn in 
their resignations when Jung coun- 
termands their orders to close down 
an unsafe open-hearth furnace. Fur- 
nace explodes burning 16 workmen 
to death. Outraged employes, led 
by Draper, riot and besiege the 
plant, cornering Jung in his office. 
Jung appeals to the governor for 
National Guardsmen, but is refused. 
Cringing with fear, he gets Worth 
on the phone and offers him back the 








———__— 


plant if he will only come and rescue 
him from the mob, which is now 
about to overpower his hired armed 
guards. 

Worth refuses to come unless J ung 
promises to sign a statement as- 
suming full responsibility for fatai 
explosion. Jung agrees to this and 
Worth starts for the plant. Jung, 
realizing the statement will send 
him to the electric chair, tears it up, 

Worth finds that Draper has 
worked up the mob into such a state 
of hysteria, they are determined to 
wreak their vengeance on Jung. He 
appeals to the mob, explaining that 
he is again assuming ownership, and 
Draper, seeing his efforts frustrated, 
pulls a pistol and shoots him 
fatally and is slain in turn. 

Final scene shows broadcast booth, 
with announcer giving news of 
Board of Inquiry’s report, stating 
that verdict was ‘not guilty’ al- 
though rumors of ‘bribery and 
political influence’ were said to have 
guided decision. 

Noteworthy performances were 
given by Lionel Dante, Clyde Wad- 
del and Roy Elkins. Settings were 
massive, representing steel mill, 
stage extending over pit. Boxes 
adjoining stage were also utilized for 
part of play. Modernistic and im- 
pressionistic motif was employed to 
good advantage, in sets, turn table 
being used to speed changes. 

Intensely dramatic action builds 
up throughout and Graham's direc- 
tion is tophole, mob scenes with cast 
of 100 taking part, being especially 
good. There is no intermission. 

Effective sound effects, made in 
local steel plant, and good lighting, 
plus canned musical score, add ‘real- 
ism, but gets a little too noisy at 
times. Luch. 


Hobbs Quiz 














(Continued from page 3) 





its accomplishments. Also sets forth 
that the probe shall cover producers, 
distributors and exhibitors. It would 
further look into the use of the 
standard exhibition contract, the 
clearance problem and circuit the- 
atre operations, 

However, the wording of the reso-« 
lution is so sweeping that any ex< 
hibitor or person connected in any 
way with the picture business might 
be called up on the carpet. The idea 
of having every phase of the film in- 
dustry probed by a _ congressional 
committee, which now has virtually 
the power of acting ag prosecuting 
attorney, judge and jury, finds high 
picture leaders thoroughly aroused. 
They hope to kill the measure in the 
committee. 

If it were not for the serious im- 
plications of the proposal, the in« 
dustry would be inclined to look on 
the committee scheduled to be set up 
as just another congressional junket 
that would focus its activities on the 
production end (Hollywood), 





U. S. Sherlock on Coast 


Los Angeles, April 6. 
Another batch of independent ex- 
hibitors from the Los Angeles area 
are being interrogated this week by 
Albert W. Law, special assistant to 
the U. S. attorney general, who 
launched an investigation into dis- 
tribution and exhibition here two 
weeks ago. 
Feeling in industry circles here is 
that U. S. Senator William Gibbs 
McAdoo, and his local law partner, 
William G, Neblett, have something 
to do with the current probe. The 
McAdoo-Neblett law firm has been 
waging a fight against Fox West 
Coast Theatres for some months, on 
behalf of T. L. Tally and Lou Bard 
(Corbar), local indies, who are seek- 
ing to have the F-WC bankruptcy 
set aside on the grounds of fraud 
and conspiracy. 
Although witnesses questioned by 
Law are pledged to secrecy as to 
their testimony, or line of question- 
ing, word has seeped out that the 
government prober is particularly 
interested in the price zoning setup 
under which the local territory is 
functioning; clearance, and day-date 
and continued first runs. 





‘The Spell,’ by Baroness Lili Hat- 
vany, acquired by Aldrich and 
Meyers for fall production. 











“Red, Hot and Blue,” Alvin, N.Y- 
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Mikhail Mordkin, Miriam Marmein 


Debut Their Ballets in N. Y. City 


+ 
‘The Goldfish,’ ballet in seven scenes, Philharmonic Adds Four 


story by Alexander Pushkin, music by 
Nicolai Tcherepnine, choreography and di- 
rection by Mikhail Mordkin, scenery and 
costumes by Sergei Soudeikine, musical ar- 
rangements by Eugene Fuerst. Features 
Mikhail Mordkin, Lucia Chase, Viola Essen, 
Dimitri Romanoff, with Misses Acree, Step- 
kowska, Upton, Vonne, Yoder, Browning, 
Christie, Danielova, Hawkinson, Howell, 
Kimpal, Gomber, Hanford, J. Hill, P. Hill, 
Lazarevich, Solly, Townsend, Block, Rol- 
land, Neiger; Messrs. Albert, Brinkman, 
Danieli, Levine, Haskine, Nargo, Peterson, 
Bland, Galahoff, Nazinoff, Dennis, Spinelly, 


Vansky, Von Kempf, Danieloff, Varkas, 
Chaffee. At Majestic, N. Y., April 4, ‘37. 
$3.30 top. 





First performance anywhere of 
this ballet based on Pushkin’s story 
brings the return after many years 
of Mikhail Mordkin, former ballet 
master of the Imperial Russian Ballet 
and partner of Anna Pavlowa. With 
choreography and direction by Mord- 
kin, scenery and costumes by Sergei 
Soudeikine, and musical arrange- 
ments by Eugene Fuerst, the occa- 
sion is a sentimental triumph. As a 
ballet performance, however, it is 
little better than fair. 

The Mordkin group stresses the 
‘story’ more than is customary at 
present, but neither in dancing nor 
decorative effectiveness equals some 
contemporary ballets. In “The Gold- 
fish,’ the Mordkin dancers are un- 
able to clarify a narrative that is 
somewhat obscure in itself. 

Of the featured dancers, Lucia 
Chase and Dimitri Romanoff are rea- 
sonably lithe and engaging. Mord- 
kin mimes expressively and the other 
principals are occasionally accept- 
able. The corps de ballet is neither 
well trained nor particularly grace- 
ful. Sergei Soudeikine’s decor is not 
= inspired as might be expected of 

im. 

Preceeding ‘The Goldfish’ on the 
same program was ‘Giselle.’ revived 
for the first time since 1911. It is 
based on a story by Theophile Gau- 
tier, with music by Adolphe Charles 
Adams. The principal parts are 
taken by Lucia Chase, Lone Varkas, 
Dimitri Romanoff, Ashby Acree, St. 
Clair Bayfield, Janice Hanford, An- 
ton Vansky and Viola Essen. The 
symphony orchestra for both ballets 
was conducted by Eugene Fuerst. 





Miriam Marmein 


Recital of 14 drama-dances, with an in- 
termission. Dances composed and costumes 
designed by Miriam Marmein. Danced by 
Miriam Marmein, assisted by Mildred Neff, 
Helen Ward, Gladys Kern, Rosamond An- 
thony, Menotah Fisher. Clair Noble. Piano 
accompaniment by Marion Kahn. At Bar- 
bizon-Plaza, N. Y., April 4, '37, $2.20 top. 





Formerly of the Marmein Sisters, 
of vaudeville, Miriam Marmein 
brings her concert dance group in a 
program of what she calls ‘drama- 
dances.’ Her solo dances, which in- 
clude 10 of the 14 numbers given, 
are intensely pantomimic and Miss 
Marmein displays considerable talent 
in that medium. Both in conception 
and execution Miss Marmein’s work 
Shows theatrical influence. It is 
based primarily on audience appeal 
rather than the idea of the dancer’s 
‘self expression.’ 

e subordinate members of the 
troupe are hardly in Miss Marmein’s 
Class. The program is far too long 
and consequently tends to dullness. 





Tcherepnine to U. S. 
Tokyo, March 21. 


Alexandre Tcherepnine, Russian 
composer and pianist, left yester- 
day for America, where he will ar- 
range for the publication of a num- 

r of musical works by modern 
Japanese and Chinese composers. 

Afterwards skedded for a concert 


tour of South America, and later 
Paris. 





Thomas’ Frisco Date 


John Charles Thomas set to do a 
bit of singing at the ceremonies at- 
tendant opening of San Francisco 
Golden Gate bridge, May 27, 28 
and 31, 


NEC Artists Service booked. 





ADOLPH BOLM IN N. Y. 


Adolph Bolm, Russian dance di- 
rector, is in town from the Coast 
©n a short visit with his daughter, 
wife of Irving Deakin of the War- 
ner story department. 

Bolm, a former dancer, was asso- 


ciated for years with Serge Diaghe- 
lieff, 





Weeks to 1937-38 Sked| 


With the N. Y. Philharmonic 
Symph’s 1937-38 season extended to 
28 weeks, four more than the or- 
chestra played this year, .CBS will 
expand its sked correspondingly and 
continue to air all the concerts. Run- 
ning in line with the general better- 
ing of biz in the classical music field, 
which gave the Met Opera its best 
season in the one just closed than 
troupe had since 1930, extension of 
the Philharmonic season was decided 
upon as a basis of the b.o. returns. 

CBS pays for broadcasting rights 
to the concerts. Reported William 
S. Paley, president of Columbia, per- 
sonally contributes coin toward the 
CBS outlay for the Symph airing 
rights, 


FRISCO AND CHI 
SIGN MET. STARS 


Set for the San Francisco Opera’s 
next season are Kirsten Flagstad, 
‘Gina Cigna, Vina Bovy, Lily Pons, 
Bruna Castagna, Rosa Tentoni, Char- 
lotte Boerner, Kathryn Meisle, Lau- 
ritz Melchior, Ezio Pinza, Giovanni 
Martinelli, Rene Maison, Lawrence 


Tibbett, Richard Bonelli, Norman 

Cordon and Charles Kullman. 
Lined up for the ’37-’38 season of 

the Chicago opera: Kirsten Flag- 








stad, Gertrud Wettergren, Elisa- 
beth Rethburg, Gina Cigna, Helen 
Trauble, Josephine Antoine, Hilda 


Burke, Betty Jaynes, Lotte Lehmann, 
Lily Pons, Charlotte Symons, Joseph 
Bentonelli, Charles Kullman, Chase 
Baromeo, Julius Huehn, Lawrence 
Tibbett, John Charles Thomas, Lau- 
ritz Melchior, Ezio Pinza and Ema- 
nuel List. 





Kullman in Vienna 


Vienna, March 26. 
Charles Kullman, American tenor 
at the State Opera here, will resume 
his work there in April. 
Will appear in ‘Schwanda,’ ‘Der 
Dudelsackpfeiffer’ and ‘Eugen One- 
gin’ 





Ind. Pix 
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various stages of equipment from 
the first reaper. 

Standard Oil film, reportedly 
costing $100,000, dramatized the de- 
livery of oil products to farmers. 
Lew Ostrow produced with Marshall 
Neilan directing. Cast included 
Robert Armstrong, Mary Doran, 
Andy Clyde, George Beban, Jr., 
Peggy Shannon and Kermit May- 
nard. Homer Croy and Houston 
Branch scripted. Jack McKenzie 
handled the camera. 

Jam Handy of Detroit started a 
series of shorts here for the House- 
hold Finance Corp., of Detroit, 
starring Edgar A. Guest and Marilyn 
Knowlden, moppet actress. Lou 
Marlowe is directing. Cast and crew 
will move to Detroit soon to com- 
plete the series. 

Other outfits permanently on the 
Coast are Scientific Films, F. K. 
Rockett Co. and Ludford Fruit Co. 


Two on the Admish List 


Industrial film makers have so far 
avoided any attempt to compete with 
regular Hollywood pictures on a 
large scale. However, two such 
films are currently running in the- 
atres before paid admission audi- 
ences. ‘The Blacksmith’s Gift,’ pro- 
duced by Deere & Co., a farm im- 
plement corporation, has been 
booked through state right ex- 
changes in indie houses. Theatre 
pays no rental and the exchange also 
pays nothing for it, handling it as 
an aid to the sale of the other films. 
One-reeler, ‘Horse Sense in Horse 
Power,’ sponsored by the National 
Safety Council, is being released 





through Republic exchanges. 
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NBC and CBS Monopolize 
Field — Outside Agencies 
Wilt in Face of Concen- 
trated Drive for Biz 





FEW EXCEPTIONS 





The era of the independent con- 
cert manager and booker, which has 
been evaporating through depression 
years, is ready to drop the blinds 
and nail up the crepe. Amalgama- 
tion of managerial and booking biz 
into two camps—both radio-con- 
trolled—sounded the knell for the 
indie some time back. But it looks 
completely washed up now. 

NBC and CBS have hogged the 
field, taking under their wings all 
the big-time concer® and opera 
names with but sprinkling of excep- 
tions. Has reached such a crisis for 
the small jndie manager and booker 
that he cannot longer afford to send 
out his rep each spring to tour the 
land and get contracts with the 
operators of the concert halls. And 
since that peculiar arrangement of 
concert booking is about the only 
one the halls and clubs around the 
country will have truck with, it re- 
mains for the indie manager to play 
their style of ball. And, he knows 
before he attempts to underwrite ex- 
pense of either self or rep on a con- 
tacting and selling trek, he hasn’t 
enough talent to offer to make trip 
successful. 

Whereas before NBC and CBS slid 
into the concert biz there were more 
than two-score indie managers who 
made out very well, there are left in 
the field only nine of any import- 
ance, and some of these are keeping 
their shingles on their office doors 
only by engaging in outside activity. 


Several Remain 


Richard Copley is the biggest indie 
remaining, with about 20 persons on 
his list. The only ones who might 
qualify as having name importance 
are Margaret Halstead, Jan Peerce, 
Armand Tokatyan and Sidney Ray- 
ner, Charles L. Wagner (one-time 
legit producer of ‘The Barker‘) now 
devotes self almost entirely to dig- 
ging up unknowns; his activity in 
the straight managerial field has de- 
clined very much. Annie Friedberg 
is still around, but her list is slim 
and hasn't what might be termed one 
really important name. 

Mrs. Betty M. Pingle, who heads 
the National Music League, hasn’t 
much and no names. Paul Stoes has 
the Don Cossack Chorus, but that’s 
the only important item. Arthur 
Willmore and Rhea Powers are still 
in biz, but seldom heard from; ditto 
Vera Bull Hull. Harry A. Cahill has 
Tito Schipa and Virginia Rea, but 
others are unimpressive. Bernard 
Laberge has no full-blown name to 
offer. 

Each season during past five has 
seen NBC and CBS grab off all blos- 
soming operatic and concert poten- 
tialities. For one thing, being under 
contract to either outfit lends pres- 
tige to artists, since it has become 
sort of an axiom among ’em that to 
get on the NBC or CBS list one must 
have potentialities. 

The network’ subsids 
booking facilities, and are often 
able to squeeze in dates for the 
lesser known upcomers that the in- 
dies would be helpless with. 


have the 


Opposition Absorbed 


Extent to which NBC and CBS 
have hogged the field is such that 
if they had any indie opposish they 
deemed irritating at all, they'd ab- 
sorb jt, just as NBC made the deal 
several years ago to do the booking 
for Sol Hurok. As it stands, the two 
big outfits just sit smug knowing 
that all important artists will volun- 
tarily drop into their laps. 

There isn’t even a chance, it seems, 
for any of the indies to organize 
club-plans in any of the towns in 
the hinterland, the pair of biggies 
having taken over that juicy activity 
long since. NBC operated its Civic 
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NE TW IAKS, FASE Wagner Collects on Montreal Date 


Cancelled Because of Small Advance 














MOJICA TO ARGENTINE 


Combo Radio-Concert Dates Com- 
mand Good Fees for Latins 
Jose Mojica, leading Spanish 
tenor, sailed for Buenos Aires April 
3 to fulfill a six weeks’ contract on 
Radio Belgrano at $7,500 weekly. 
Tenor will do one week at the Tea- 
tro Opera, B. A., while there, and 
then sail for Europe to open a 20- 

week concert tour. 

Augustine Lara, Mexican pianist- 
composer, follows Mojica this week 
sailing April 10 for same station at 
$1,350. Latter also set for stations 
of Primera Argentina de Broadcast- 
ing chain in Rio de Janeiro, B. A., 
Montevideo and Caracas on seven- 
week stay. 





Pat Bowman May 
Star in Fokine's 
Ballet Company 


Monte Carlo, April 6. 

Fokine, head of the Monte Carlo 
Ballet, has begun negotiations with 
Patricia Bowman, American dancer, 
with a view to co-starring with her 
on a tour of Europe, with possible 
opening date at the Paris Opera 
during the World’s Fair. If con- 
cluded it would be the first impor- 
tant ballet company starring an 
American dancer. 

Tour will also probably emphasize 
and bring to a head the dispute over 
the use of the term Monte Carlo 
Ballet. Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, 
as produced by Col. W. de Basil, is 
in America and has nothing to do 
with the company here currently 
headed by Fokine. Obviously the 
localities feel they are entitled to 
use their name, despite the fact that 
de Basil and his troupe are no long- 
er here, and haven't been in some 
time. There was talk last year, when 
Rene Blum first announced a tour 
of the Monte Carlo Ballet, that de 
Basil would drop the name of the 
town for his company. He didn't, 
largely because his troupe had ex- 
ploited the name to b.o. proportions, 
internationally, and felt they had 
priority. Solomon Hurok handles de 
Basil in America. 





St. L. Pop Concerts Off 


St. Louis, April 6. 

Drive for $144,500 maintenance 
funds for St. Louis Symph Ork fell 
short and although $92,059 was col- 
lected, execs have abandoned plan 
for 16 pop concerts at municipal au- 
ditorium this spring as this enter- 
prise, at which beer and food was 
to have been served, would have 
entailed layout of $15,000. 

Failure to collect all that was de- 
sired is attributed to absence of 
prospects from town. During drive 
584 season subscribers were found. 


Wendell’s Debut Set 


Bruce Wendell, colored classical 
pianist makes his U. S. debut with a 
self-underwritten recital at Town 
Hall, N. Y., April 18. 

A British West Indian, Wendell has 
been playing in England several sea- 
sons, 





Concert Courses, and CBS its Com- 
munity Concert Service. Both 
operate the whole show in each town 
where they set up shop, canvassing 
memberships, selling tickets, and, of 
course, booking each its own artists 
and troupes. 

The tough note, too, is that while 
this year was the best for opera and 
concert since 1929 throughout the 
country, it was also the worst for 
the indie booker and manager. 


Montreal, April 6 
That clause in the Industrial Es- 
stablishments Act prohibiting child 
labor of persons under 14 years, 
does not apply to child artists 


scheduled to give a single theatre 


performance; such was the ruling 
in Superior Court here of Justice 
Chase Casgrain when he ordered 
Louis Bourdon, Montreal promoter, 
to pay $1,268 to Charles L. Wagner 
Inc., New York agency, for breach 
of contract arising out of Bourdon’s 
cancellation of a Ruth Slenczynski 
recital, which had been pencilled in 
to His Majesty's, Montreal, for 
Jan. 22, 

As part of his defense, Bourdon 
claimed that he had been forbidden 
by the Department of Labor to al- 
low the performances because the 
child prodigy was under 14. He ad- 
mitted that he had signed the con- 
tract whereby he was to supply the 
house and do the exploitation, and 
pay Charles Wagner, Inc., $1,250, plus 
50% of the net. 

In his action, Wagner claimed the 
$1,250 according to contract, $250 
as the share of the prospective net 
receipts, $750 as damages to the 
agency's reputation because the con- 
cert did not come off, and legal fees 
and other expenses totalling $2,418. 

It was shown in the evidence that 
Bourdon had written the agency 
prior to the play date, suggesting 
that the recital be called off, be- 
cause the tickets were not selling 
well, a story having got around 
that the house was papered on 
the child’s last appearance here, 
The agency insisted on fulfillment 
of the contract. Later, the agency 
was notified by the Labor Depart- 
ment that the young pianist could 
not perform in Montreal under the 
child labor laws, although she had 
appeared here a year previously. 
Bourdon notified the agency that he 
had received a similar notice and 
had cancelled the concert. 

In ruling in favor of the agency 
for breach of contract, Justice Cas- 
grain found that the child labor 
laws defense of Bourdon, as applied 
to theatrical employment of children 
under 14, applied only to their em- 
ployment as ushers, ticket-takers or 
telephone operators and did not bar 
the appearance of artists from out- 
side, 


Met Opera Preparing 
Spring Season’s Tour 








Met Opera’s spring season, to be 
announced in couple of weeks, will 
probably run six weeks, instead of 
four weeks as last year. Will open 
May 5, with first several weeks’ 


schedules to be announced later. 
Length of season will depend on 
b.o. 


Regular season just closed totalled 
118 performances compared to 119 
previous year, but grosses were com- 
fortably up. On tour, 12 perform- 
ances were rung up in Boston, eight 
in Cleveland, six in Philly, five in 
Brooklyn, two each in Hartford and 
Boston and one each in Newark and 
Rochester, for a total of 37. Only 
24 performances were given on tour 
last season, 

Edward Johnson, Met general 
manager, will 0.0. prospects on his 
European trip this spring and is ex- 
pected to bring back several new 
artists. This will be the second 
trial of a spring season, 





Denver Girl in Opera 





Denver, April 6. 

Jean Dickenson, 22-year-old NBC 
Coloratura soprano, who got her 
start over KOA here, then went east 
where she has been singing over 
the air has been signed to sing with 
the San Carlo Opera company in 
‘Rigoletto’ for one performance, 
April 17. 

It will be a homecoming for her 
and the first time tor her to ap» 





pear on the operatic stage. 
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Post-Gazette Guild Contract 


Paul Block, publisher of morning 
Post-Gazette, and Pittsburgh News- 
paper Guild, signed a year’s contract 
over week-end governing wages and 
working conditions. Agreement pro- 
vides five-day, 40-hour week and 
salary scale rating to a $50 weekly 
minimum for reporters with five 
years’ experience. Copy readers with 
same amount of experience get $55 
minimum, $50 for three years or 
less. 

Other clauses provide regular va- 
cations with pay, overtime adjust- 
ments and _ dismissal compensation | 
ranging to 24 weeks’ salary for em- | 
ployes who have served the pub- 
lisher 15 years. Guild’s efforts, 
however, to obtain a closed shop 
were unsuccessful and_ contract 
specifies that its benefits will be ap- | 
plied to all editorial employees ‘ir- 
respective of whether or not they | 
are members of the Guild.’ 

Of the three Pittsburgh dailies, 
Post-Gazette’s unit is by far the 
strongest in the Guild, with a 97% 
membership of editorial staff. 








Newspaperwomen Awards 

New York Newspaperwoman’s 
Club awarded four prizes for pro- 
fessional achievement at its 15th an- 
nual party in New York last week. 
Prize winners were Doris Fleeson of 
the N. Y. Daily News, who won $100 
for her coverage of the 1936 Repub- 
lican convention; Emily Genauer of 
the N. Y. World-Telegram, $100 for 


the consistently best column in a 
specialized womans’ field. Anne 
O’Hare McCormick, of the N. Y. 


Times, $50 for the best feature story, 
an article on Hitler; and Dorothy 
Thompson of the N. Y. Herald Tri- 
bune, $50 for the most distinguished 
column of opinion, for her piece on 
the Hauptmann execution. 

Honorable mention also was given 
Dorothy Kilgallen and Dorothy Dun- 
bar Bromley. Presentations were 
made by Jim Barrett. More than 60 
New York women writers, column- 
ists and reporters were entered in 
the contest, the first of its kind to 
be sponsored by the ciub. 





Upton Sinclair’s New Book 

Upton Sinclair has issued a new 
novel titled ‘No Passarant’ (‘They 
Shall Not Pass’), which is the story 
of the battle of Madrid and a num- 
ber of American boys who join the 
International Brigade against the 
Fascists. It has been published in 
pamphlet form to seil at a quarter, 
Sinclair putting it out himself. Au- 
thor-publisher states that he turned 
down an offer from a_ publishing 
house to put it out for $2, preferring 
to take the chance of running into 
personal debt, because of the ‘world 
emorgency.’ 

Author is offering some foreign 
language rights without royalty, as 
his answer to Mussolini, ‘who has 
banned my books, and to Hitler, 
who has burned them.’ 





Spot-Newsing Lolly 

Beginning yesterday (April 6) 
Hearst newspapers are running Lou- 
ella Parsons’ Universal Syndicate 
column as spot news. 

Understood that this was on orders 
from Hearst, who did not want it 
to be a day ahead in the Los An- 
geles Examiner, fearing other corre- 
spondents have been picking up her 
stuff in the early editions and wir- 
ing it east, beating her own column 
into the eastern spots. Instead of 
having her copy ready for 
o'clock Coast time deadline, as in the 
past, it is now cleared from Los An- 
geles at noon. 





Wising Up Al Fresco 


Open air free library conducted 
each v-eek-day in Pershing Square, 
Los Angeles, by the public library 
of that city, is distributing around 
200 books and magazines daily, for 
perusal only in the park. Open air 
brench is open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Park loungers are permitted to draw 
any book or magazine on file, with 
the proviso they are not to be taken 
from the grounds, excepting by per- 
sons who hold regular library cards. 

Pershing Square is the Los Angels 
Open Forum and thousands grab off 
the benches for a daily mulling of 
events. Park fronts on four streets 
in downtown L, A. and its benches 
are rarely unoccupied. 





Israel’s Tropical Material 


Joseph Israels, II, just back from 
_ British Guiana, is writing a series of 
articles on that country and South 
America, stressing the fact that it is 
_ the last frontier for youth of today. 
In his stories, Israels will compare 
this region as rugged country with 
the frontier period in American his- 
tory. He also may broadcast por- 
tions of data collected. 

Israels is president of Publicity | 


Associates. 


two | 


Best Sellers 








‘Gone With the Wind’ ($3.00) 
‘Paradise’ ($2.50) 


‘Of Mice and Men’ ($2.00) .. 
‘The Theatre’ ($2.50) 


‘How to Win Friends’ ($2.00) 
‘Nine Old Men’ ($2.50)...... 
‘Here’s to Crime’ ($2.75) 
‘Careers After Forty’ ($1.50) 
‘Present Indicative’ ($3.00) 





‘Drums Along the Mohawk’ ($2.50) 


Best Sellers for the weck ending April 3, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc, 
Fiction 


covers eseeeseeeeeereeeeees eee ee 


‘We Are Not Alone’ ($2.00)... .cccccscscc-ccsees ° ; 
soviede Pies ws ehee nes By John Steinbeck 


Non-Fiction 
Jehae oBes Bees Mereesres By Dale Carnegie 
‘American Doctor’s Odyssey’ ($3.50) 
By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 


eeeceeesr eer eeeeeeeeeeeeeree 


..+.--By Margaret Mitchell 
......By W. D. Edmonds 
...By Esther Forbes 
ere By James Hilton 


ereeeree 


By W. Somerset Maugham 


Do aa ea By Dr. Victor G. Heiser 
By Courtney Ryley Cooper 
By Walter B. Pitkin 
By Noel Coward 








N. Y. World-Telly Looks Set 

The lengthy negotiations between 
the N. Y. World-Telegram manage- 
ment and the Newspaper Guild unit 
of the paper were continued yester- 
day (6) and almost concluded. It is 
expected that a contract will be 
signed today (Wednesday). This 
action followed a unit meeting on 
Monday (5), when the unit accepted 
the management’s offer of a 5% pay 
increase instead of the 10° request- 
ed. It passed a resolution regretting 
the omission of the Guild shop 
clause and declared that this must 
be the object of negotiations for re- 
newal. A resolution was also passed 
declaring that the Guild opposed the 
discharge of staff members to econo- 
mize for pay increases. . This action 
was taken as the result of a state- 
ment by Lee B. Wood, executive 
editor, who declared that pay rises 
might be followed by a cut in staff. 

Compulsory arbitration which had 
been proposed by the management 
was dropped yesterday after the 
unit had voted overwhelmingly 
against it. 

Guild will have seven Scripps- 
Howard papers signed up, despite the 
fact that last November Roy Howard 
expressed dissatisfaction at his then 
lone signed contract and declared 
that he would not renew it. 
was the Cleveland Press. 

Newspaper Guild now has 7,500 
members in 80 Guilds. There is some 
talk of organizing Hearst Guild 
units on a national scale, similar to 
the organization of Scripps-Howard 
units. 





Johnson’s Spot Unsettled 

Erskine Johnson, who has been do- 
ing freelance writing for NEA and 
writing a column for the Los An- 
geles Daily News, titled ‘Hollywood 
Diary,’ has been signed by Hearst. 
His column in the L. A. News at- 
tracted the attention of Jack Lait, 
who tried it out in the Daily Mirror 
for two’ weeks after which Hearst 
ordered Johnson signed. 

It is not yet decided which New 
York Hearst ‘paper Johnson will 
write for, and the column will not 
run until a suitable name is found, 
as L. A. News controls caption ‘Hol- 
lywood Diary.’ 

Harrison Carroll is currently doing 
the Hollywood column in the Daily 
Mirror, 

George Fischer, film chatterer on 
the Mutual network, will conduct 
the Hollywood Diary column in the 
L. A. Evening’News. Erskine John- 
son left the sheet to do a similar job 
on the L. A. Examiner. 





Long Island Press Strike 

| Staff members of the Long Island 
(Jamaica, N. Y.) Daily Press walked 
out Monday (5), after a strike vote 
had been taken, last week, and the 
strike authorized by the Representa- 
tive Assembly in New York. The 
Press unit numbers 66 out of the 68 
members of the staff and is the 
largest unit on the history of the 
Guild to go on strike. S. I. New- 
house, publisher of the Staten Is- 
land Advance, and of the Newark 
Ledger is the majority stockholder 
of the Press. The first strike in the 
Guild’s history in 1934 was also at 
the Press. 

Facing the strike, the management 
offered general pay raises, some as 
high as $10 per week, but the unit 
unanimously reaffirmed its strike 
vote. Average wages on the paper, 
exclusive of editors are $25 per 
week. It is the only daily in New 
York on the six-day week. 





Seek Lower Postage Rate 

Authors’ League is backing a bill, 
introduced by Senator Arthur H. 
Vandenburg, providing that manu- 
scripts may be carried in the mails 
as third or fourth-class matter. 
Present cost of shipping a full 
length novel to a publisher by mail 
runs to about $1.50, and double for 
the round trip. Cost is considerable 
when script is sent to several pub- 
lishers. 

Change in status of classification 
would reduce cost to about 38 cents. 








That | 


Claims Breach of Contract 

Farrar & Rinehart is suing the 
Literary Guild of America _ for 
$100.000 for alleged breach of con- 
tract. Simultaneously the publishers 
are suing for a preliminary injunc- 
tion to restrain the Guild from dis- 
tributing F. & R. books to non-Guild 
members. 

Publishers claim that the Guild 
has violated its agreement not to 
sell F. & R. books to persons who 
are not regular subscribers to the 
Guild and hence has damaged the 
reputation which the _ publishers 
have built up of not cutting prices 
on their books. 

Firm charges that Guild’s special 
editions were offered to the retail 
trade in competition with the regu- 


| lar editions and seriously interfered 


with bookstore sales. It also states 
that the situation became so serious 
that many bookstores have threat- 
ened to h€@ndle no more F. & R. 
books which are Literary Guild se- 
lections. 

Literary Guild states that they be- 
lieve no orders have been taken 
which are not subscriptions and de- 
clare they are satisfied to let the 


| courts decide the issue. 





Guild Contract in Columbus 

Columbus Newspaper Guild signed 
a contract for the Columbus Citizen 
unit with the publishers of the 
Scripps-Howard paper last Wednes- 
day (31). Minimums of $25 a week 
for beginners and $40 a week for re- 
porters with three years’ experience, 
a 40-hour week, time off for over- 
time and dismissal notice of one 
week for every year with the paper 
are included in the terms of the con- 
tract. No preferential or closed 
shop is provided. 





Accused of Anti-Sovietism 

Joint book by 16 foreign corre- 
spondents has been attacked prior to 
publication by Western Writers 
Congress, on the grounds that the 
editor, Eugene Lyons, and one of 
the contributors, William Henry 
Chamberlin, have an ‘anti-Soviet 
bias.’ Lyons’ own chapter will, how- 
ever, deal with Persia and much of 
the material in the book will be 
anti-Fascist. 

Protestors sent copies of their kick 
to critics but .got no results except 
suggestion that they wait until a 
book appears before razzing it sight 
unseen. 





Haggard is Rochester M. E. 

Rochester (N. Y.) Democrat and 
Chronicle gets new managing ed, 
fourth in little over three years, in 
shift of William Haggard, 38, to the 
job, from assistant to M. V. Atwood, 
associate editor of the Gannett news- 
papers. Charles A. S. Freeman goes 
from sheet to Haggard’s post in the 
central office. Haggard, formerly 
m.e. on Washington Post. and one- 
time news ed of old N. Y. Morning 
World. 

Frank Lonegan joins D. & C. copy 
desk from makeup on Buffalo Times. 





Mrs. Cookman Named M.E. 
Ladies’ Home Journal has apn- 
pointed Mrs. Mary Cookman as N. Y. 


managing editor. Announcement 
was made by Bruce Gould and 
Beatrice B. Gould, editors, last 
week. 


Mrs. Cookman joined the staff of 
the mag last September after re- 
signing from the position of divi- 
sional advertising mgr. of the Abra- 
ham & Straus dept. store in Brook- 
lyn, where she had been for seven 
years. 





Guild’s News-Weekly Drive 

Staff members of publications in 
the news-weekly field have formed 
a joint council to stimulate N. Y. 
Newspaper Guild and to study sal- 
ary standards for a model contract. 
Membership includes staffs of The 
Literary Digest, News-Week, Time 
and Scholastic. 

Fortune is already well organized 
and efforts will be made shortly by 
the Guild to organize writers on the 





‘March of Time’ newsree! staff. 








Suggest Guild Clubhouse 

Newspaper Guild is considering 
establishing of a clubhouse in New 
York to centralize activities and pro- 
vide a meeting place for members. 
A house committee of three was ap- 
pointed by the Executive Committee 
last week to investigate feasibility 
of the plan. Members of the com- 
mittee are Art Miller of the N. Y. 
Journal, Barney Mullady of the City 
News, and Vilas J. Boyle of the N. Y. 
Post. 

No clubhouse will be possible be- 
fore next fall, because both national 
and local guilds have leases on their 
offices until then. 





To Show Prize News Photos 

Life, the illustrated mag, will 
feature series of prize camera shots 
of ace newspaper and_ syndicate 
photographs in New York city, to- 
gether with names of shutter-snap- 
pers. Bill Warnecke, of World- 
Telegram, is tabbed for No. 1 spot, 
with Sam Schulman, oldest active 
N. Y. cameraman, of International 
News Photos, running a close second. 





Young Barred from Nippon 

A. Morgan Young, for 15 years 
editor of the Kobe Chronicle, Eng- 
lish daily, has been denied permis- 
sion to re-enter Japan as the corre- 
spondent of the Manchester Guard- 
ian or in any other capacity. 

Home Office peeved because Young 
was given to calling a spade a spade 
in his editorials on Japan. 





Power of Press 

Margaret Mitchell’s plea for the 
papers in Atlanta to print pieces 
saying that she had nothing to do 
with the casting of ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ worked out okay. 

Following publication of her re- 
quest by local sheets, novelist even 
received a number of letters apolo- 
gizing for having bothered her. 





Talks on Civil Liberties 

Roger Baldwin, director of the 
Civil Liberties Union, will be the 
featured speaker at an open meeting 
of the Book and Magazine Guild to- 
night (7) at the Manhattan Opera 
house, N. Y. 

He will discuss ‘Civil Liberties 
Under Fascism’ especially in relation 
to publishing. 





LITERATI DEATHS THIS WEEK 

Volney P. Walsh, 33, former sports 
editor of the Denver News and 
Pittsburgh baseball writer, died at 
his home in Denver. From 1920 to 
1932 he was on the News, the last 
five years as sports editor. In 1932 
he went to the Pittsburgh Press as 
a baseball writer, returning to Den- 
ver last May, when his health broke. 
Walsh was a member of the Denver 
Press Club and the National Base- 
ball Writers’ Association. 

He is survived by his mother, Mrs. 
Lou Dell Walsh, of Denver. 

Talcott W. Powell, 36, formerly 
editor of the Indianapolis Times, 
died on April 4, in Greenwich, 
Conn., following.an operation for a 
ruptured appendix. 

He was born in Lansdowne, Pa., 
and graduated from Wesleyan Uni- 
versity. His first daily newspaper 
work was with the New York Sun, 
after which he joined the New York 
Tribune in 1922, remaining with the 
Herald Tribune until 1925. In that 
year he became general manager 
of the Middletown (N. Y.) Times- 
Herald. Two years later he returned 
to New York and joined the Tele- 
gram, becoming assistant executive 
editor of the World-Telegram in 
1931. In that year he wrote a series 
on veterans’ relief, which was cited 
by the Pulitzer Committee in award- 
ing a gold medal to his newspaper 
for the ‘most meritorious public 
service.’ In 1933, he was appointed 
editor of the Indianapolis Times and 
remained there until July, 1935, 
when he left to go to the Caribbean 
to write books and articles for 
Cosmopolitan and other magazines. 
He was the author of ‘Tattered Ban- 
ners’ published in 1932 and was 
writing another book which was 
nearly finished. 

He is survived by his widow, two 
children, his parents and a brother. 
His father, Dr. Lyman P. Powell, 
conducted the funeral services yes- 
terday. 

Fred Fuller Shedd, 66, editor of 
the Philadelphia Evening Bulletin 
since 1921, died on April 2, in 
Southern Pines, N. C., of a heart 
attack. 

He began his newspaper career 
on the Haverhill (Mass.) Gazette, 
and became editor in 1889. In 1907 
he went to the Boston Herald as 
an editorial writer and in 1909 be- 
came editor. Two years later he 
joined the Bulletin as an editorial 
writer. In 1930, Mr. Shedd was presi- 
dent of American Society of News- 
paper Editors, serving three one 
year terms. His wife and three sons 
survive him. 





CHATTER 


Bill McCleery of the A.P. has gone 
to the Coast. 


Helen Keller left San Francisco 
last week for Japan. 


Gurdon Simmons appointed rea] 
estate editor of the N.Y. Post. 

Carrie Jacobs Bond leaving Holly- 
wood for spring in Monte Carlo. 

Arthur Hays Sulzburger due back 
in N.Y. next week from Europe. 

Boake Carter starts a column for 
the Daily Mirror next week (12), 

Travis Hoke has gone to South 
Carolina for a two weeks vacation, 

Guild Gayeties, frolic of Philly 
newspapermen, will be held at Penn 
A. C. on May 5. 

Cartoonists Guild to hold its first 
anniversary ball Friday (9) at Web- 
ster Hall. 

Tommy Hill touring southern 
sticks with string of his own fea- 
tures and comics. 

Nat Ferber’s new one for Farrar 
& Rinehart called ‘Exclusive Story,’ 
a 1,000-page autobiog. . 

Henry Harrison to publish an 
anthology titled ‘Contemporary 
American Men Poets’ next month. 

‘The People Against Norfolk’ 
novel by David Lamson, has been 
taken by Scribner’s for publication. 

Morton Thompson's first, an expose 
of seven newspapermen around the 
rim of a copy desk, called Hell Box. 

J. P. McEvoy doing added scenes 
in China of ‘Shanghai Summer,’ 
novel he started in Hollywood last 
fall. 

Jim Tully’s latest, written in six 
weeks, is a novel on the salvation 
racket called ‘Half Sister of the 
Lord.’ 

Charlotte Seitlin, p.a. for Simon 
& Schuster, sailing (14) for a six 
weeks’ trip to France, Austria and 
Soviet Russia. 

Isidor, Feinstein, editorial writer 
for the N. Y. Post, has written a book 
on the Supreme Court titled ‘The 
Court Disposes’ due out this month 
(20). 

Albert McCleery, editor of the 
‘West of Broadway’ department for 
Stage mag, has gone on a trip to 
cover 20 of the most prominent little 
theatres. 

Michael Fessier, producer at Metro, 
has sold two fiction yarns. Scrib- 
ner’s will publish ‘I Can’t Keep My 
Mouth Shut,’ and Esquire has taken 
‘Sob Story.’ 

Max Eastman and,Charlie Chaplin 
being approached by N, Y. publishers 
to do a big-time life of the comic. 
Jim Tully and Monte Blue did pre- 
vious book-length portraits of Chap- 
lin. 

Janet Riesenfeld, who is doing ‘I 
Lived My Life at 21’ for Bennett 
Cerf, goes under billing of Raquel 
Rojas, a Spanish dancer, when not 
known as Hugo Riesenfeld’s daugh- 
ter. 

Herbert Easton, once a lieutenant 
in British Navy and charged with in- 
citing cannibals on Solomon Islands 
to rebellion and presumably killed, 
writing his story under title of 
‘Etonee’ in Frisco. 

Adelaide Kerr, fashion editor of 
the .A.P., has gone to London to 
cover the Coronation. Sigrid Arne, 
Washington feature’ writer, has 
moved up to New York to cover her 
berth while she is away. 

American Newspaper Publishers’ 
Association will hold its 51st annual 
convention in New York April 20-24. 
Members of the Associated Press 
will convene for a one-day session 
on the 19th and elect directors. 

Walter Pitkin’s latest effort to con- 
sole those aged 40 and more is titled 
‘Careers After Forty.’ For material 
on such personalities he cites Guy 
Kibbe, Marie Dressler, May Robson, 
Will Rogers, Carl Laemmle, Frank 
Russell and Samuels Hinds. 

Counter proposals of the Phila- 
delphia Ledger management to de- 
mands of Newspaper Guild were 
voted down at unit meeting last 
Wednesday. Negotiators were in- 
structed tc press for original re- 
quests. 

New York City Guide, in process 
of preparation by the Federal 
Writers’ Project is nearing com- 
pletion, but no publisher has been 
given the contract as yet. At least 
a dozen New York publishers are 
interested in having the book but 
no decision on who will publish 
is expected for some time. 

Random House will publish ‘Miss 
Quis,’ the Ward Morehouse play, 
late this month. Firm will also pub- 
lish Arthur Kober’s play ‘Having a 
Wonderful Time,’ with an introduc- 
tion by Marc Connelly, and ‘The 
Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ by 
Barre Lyndon. 

Albert Deane, in charge of foreign 
publicity for Paramount, is trying 
to cash in on the radio pop build-up 
of spelling bees with a book on the 
subject, just issued by Stokes. En 
titled ‘Spelling Bees,’ book has 
number of lists and variations © 
how to conduct the contest. 
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News From the 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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Dailies 


Variety takes no credit for 
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East 


Newsreel theatre in Grand Cen- 
tral terminal set to open May 3. 


Maurice Levin, prexy of a de- 
partment store, given the Manische- 
witz Foundation medal for aiding in 
promotion of ‘The Eternal Road.’ 


efit performance of ‘Red, Hot 
emi Blue’ at the Alvin Friday (9) 
for the Actors’ Fund. 

Zack Miller finally gives up his 
fight to retain his 101 Ranch. Lacks 
funds for further litigation. Last act 
tn the old 101 Ranch Wild West 
ioe e M. Cohan, Jr., who was 
pinched recently on a charge of 
drunk driving, exonerated in a 
magistrate’s court last week and the 
charge reduced to making an im- 
proper turn, which cost him $2. 

Drama Study Club hands its gold 
placque to the Group’s ‘Johnny 





Johnson. Group won once before 
with ‘Men In hite.’ Presentation 
April 9 


Jules Garfield to continue in ‘Hav- 
ing a Wonderful Time’ until June. 
Able to set back Hollywood dates, 
which called for his departure next 
week. 

Leo Rose, for long with the 
Warner Brothers play department, 
general manager for ‘Penny 
Wise’ 


Jannings in : 
and spent half an hour with the film 
actor. - 
Federal Trade Commission last 
week ordered David F. Kemp, trad- 


ing as the United States School of | 


Music. with a Fifth Avenue address, 
to pipe down on his 
which was ‘exaggerated and tended 
to deceive the purchaser.’ Ads 
claimed he had taught 700,000 to 
play various musical instruments 
and that anyone could learn by his 
system. - 

Joan Begeri, a dancer with the 
Cole-Beatty show, burned last 
Thursday when her costume caught 
fire from a candle. Treated for first 
degree burns, but went on with the 
show. 

‘Brother Rat’ cast entertained by 
the Town Hall club last Saturday. 

Bronx school children being util- 
ized in a WPA safety first film show 
in the making. To run full length. 

CBS to establish a television sta- 
tion atop the Chrysler building if 
Federal Communications consents. 

Mrs. Billy Rogers a gas suicide in 
Coney Island last Friday. She 
trained the chimpanzee Snooky, 
which was killed three years ago and 
still grieved over its loss. ; 

Post. office to crack down on radio 
contestants who send slogans, ad- 
dresses and other written matter 
along with their wrappers as fourth- 
class mail. Writing requires letter 
postage. 

Three sycamores planted on N. Y. 
World’s Fair site last week. Leaves 
9,997 still to go. 7 

Westchester Little Opera Co. did 
‘Martha’ last week with chorus of 60. 
. Theatre Authority, which collects 
on all benefits, handed out another 
$10,000 last week. Goes to Actors 
Fund, Jewish Theatrical Guild, Epis- 
copal Actors’ Guild, Catholic Actors’ 
Guild, State Relief and American 
Federation of Actors. 

Cain’s storehouse on the down- 
beat. Reduced from six floors to 
one because there’s so little scenery 
to store these days. : 

Mark Reed, who wrote ‘Darling 
Daughter,’ back from Florida and 
Preparing to go to London to pro- 
duce play there. 

urmet society held its first state 
dinner Sunday at the Roosevelt. 
Entire menu composed of Maine 
products. To be followed by other 
sectional spreads 

Playland, musical park at Rye, 
N. Y., drew 1,500 for its opening last 
Sunday. 

Benefit performance of ‘You Can't 
Take It with You’ for Stage Relief 
next Sunday (11). 

Statue of Father Duffy in the up- 
per Times Sq. triangle to be un- 
veiled May 2. 

White Plains to stage a trailer 
show starting next Tuesday (13). 
More than 50 types of hitch-hike 

Omes promised for display. 

Players’ Club looking around for 
a play for spring revival, but won't 
80 ahead without names. _ Lost 
to last year on ‘County Chair- 

n. 


Westchester police destroying 
8ambling apparatus seized at Harri- 
Son last spring, found roulette and 
dice tables wired for electrical con- 
trol. Tables had been used at Miami 
and Saratoga before being brought 
© Harrison. 

Margarite Stanton, former dancer 
— Chicago opera and the Capitol 
ere, killed Saturday in a fall from 
€ ninth floor window of her 
apartment. She slipped while ad- 
justing a window curtain. Profes- 
Sionally known as Margot Stanton. 
«Cole-Beatty entertained 4,000 in- 
Stitutional children at a morning 
berformance Monday. 
A wrence Tibbett again prez of 
Elewcan Guild of Musical Artists. 
€ction last Monday. Richard Bo- 


nelli and Alma Gluck, v.p.’s; Frank 
La Forge, treas.; Leo Fisher, sec. 

Gilbert Miller, back home Monday. 
Tells ship news men he had to pay 
$19 in Paris for a shirt. 

Xenia Andre Cella, coloratura, 
suing Theo. Cella, harpist, for Flori- 
da divorce. Alleges he called her a 
‘Russian Hoot Owl.’ 





Coast 





work on a picture after she had a 
physical collapse last year. She is 
now in a Whittier, Cal., sanitarium, 
the complaint states. 

Several Hollywood are 
showing revived interest in ‘stories 
written by Will Levington Comfort, 
with 20th-Fox having one definitely 
under consideration. Estate of Com- 
fort, who died several years ago, 
consists largely of literary property 
which John Comfort, son, is attempt- 


studios 





Robert Wyler, 36, screen writer 


by a L. A. jury. 


15 days in jail. 
Lois January, 

Abraham Meyer, 

ne hg filed intention to wed in 


film actress, and 


Harry Hays, Republic studio elec- 
trician, recovering from injuries re- 


ranger, was sued for divorce in L. A. 
Wife seeks custody of their daughter 





Former King Edward visited Emil 
Austria last Thursday | 


advertising, | 


and $40 monthly support. 

Toni Stone, film and stage actress, 
|received a divorce in A, from 
| Eugene Stone, actor-writer. 


| Los Angeles county is as free of | 


| gambling as ‘it is humanly possible 
|to make it,’ Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz 

informed Attorney General U. S. 
| Webb. 

Emmett J. Flynn, film director, 
is spending 30 days in the Beverly 
| Hills jail on drunkenness charges. 
Sentence was pronounced when 
| Flynn appeared before the judge for 
| violation of probation. 

Lois Studebaker, L. A. radio 
| singer, had her marriage to William 
Studebaker, 27, cowboy crooner, an- 
nulled on the ground that she mar- 
ried without parental consent. They 
were married over the air. 

Alice Lake, former film actress, 
completed a 20-day jail sentence in 
L. A. for intoxication and said she 
would try a comeback in pictures. 

Alexander Cross, screen actor, was 
jailed in Palm Springs charged with 
burglary, after allegedly confessing 
that he took $6,000 worth of gems 
from Mrs. Alma Walker Hearst, di- 
vorced wife of William Randelph 
Hearst, Jr. Gems, taken while he 
was a house guest of Mrs. Hearst, 
were pawned in Hollywood for $350. 

Los Angeles dailies hopped up a 
feature yarn about a mysterious 
femme who pays a yearly, visit to 
the tomb of Rudolph Valentino and 
drops off a floral remembrance. Art 
layouts hinted at some kind of pub- 
licity plant. Dame was heavily 
veiled and declined to pose or re- 
veal her identity. 

Superior judge in Fresno held that 
the California state law forbidding 
marathon dances is constitutional 
and denied a writ of habeas corpus 
to free 50 participants in a recent 
derby there. George W,. Pughe, pro- 
moter of the affair, indicated he 
would appeal to the federal district 
court in Los Angeles. : 

Michio Ito, Japanese dancer, can't 
pay his divorced American wife and 
former dancing partner $25 weekly, 
ordered by a L.A. court, because 
he’s broke, according to testimony 
given at a hearing. 

Ruth Meyers, acting as an as- 
signee for the Small-Landau Co., 
sued Gail Patrick in L.A. for $8,500. 
Suit alleges she owes this amount in 
agency fees on a contract signed in 
June, 1935. rie 

Jane Wyatt, actress, filed suit in 
L.A. to have her contract with Uni- 
versal studio canceled. She _ con- 
tended that the film company failed 
to pay her $6,000 guaranteed ad- 
vance for one picture and $7,000 ad- 
vance for another. She asked for 
judgment of $13,000 and that her 
contract of employment entered into 
Feb. 20, 1934, be torn up. ; 

Peggy la Bree, in the ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies’ for four years, ending in 
1924, was sentenced to 10 days in 
L. A. jail for drunk driving. 

Frank Capra and a fellow sports- 
man were indicted by the federal 
grand jury in Los Angeles on 
charges of possessing wild game in 
violation of the migratory bird 
treaty. They are alleged to have 
brought 20 wild ducks into the U.S. 
from Mexico illegally. Maximum 
penalty is $500 fine and six months 
imprisonment. - ; 

Harry J. Revier, 48, picture di- 
rector and producer, was arrested in 
Hollywood on a San Francisco war- 
rant charging grand theft. Details 
of the charge were withheld. Bail 
was fixed at $20,000. ne 

Asserted copyright infringement 
by Groucho and Chico Marx was 
reviewed by the L.A. grand jury. 
Based on a civil suit filed in federal 
court last October, the evidence re- 
fers to asserted use by the pair of 
a radio skit entitled ‘The Hollywood 
Adventures of Mr. Dibble and Mr. 
Dabble,’ written by Garrett and Car- 
roll Graham. Skit was used over 
Columbia network as the opening of 
a 26-serial program, it is alleged. 

Alleging serious injury to her 
health. Irene Bennett, former actress. 
filed suit in L. A. for $500,000 dam- 
ages against Paramount on: charges 
that the company, on advice of its 
physician, required her to continue 











ceived in a 28-foot fall at the studio. | 
Wayne G. Allen, Metro music ar- | 


was found guilty of reckless driving | London. 
He was given the | milkman, florist and a laundryman. 

alternative of paying $50 or serving | Residence in Beverly Hills was listed 
| as_worth 


studio music su- |@" 


| 





ing to dispose. 

John Barrymore's 
liabilities list in a federal court 
action in L.A. showed $161,503, with 
assets reasonably worth $261,597. It 
revealed he owes the government 


schedule of 


more than $27,000 in income taxes 
and that he owes the county and 
state $4,500 in excises. He a'-o re- 
ported he owes his former wife, 


Dolores Costello Barrymore, $55,000, 
and Arthur Morris holds a mortgage 
for $40,000 on his yacht. Creditors 


| ranged from L.A. to New York and 


3ills included those of a 


$100,000. 

Betty Hayward, actress, received 
interlocutory decree of divorce 
from Robert A. Golden, assistant 
picture director, in L. A. 
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MINNESOTA ROOM 


(Continued from page 56) 
500 seating capacity was filled to 
the overflowing—testimony 
Arnheim’s pulling power. Even the 
big adjacent taproom was j 
packed. 





Except during the Benny Meroff | None of the many phases of film | 


engagement, the Minneseta Room 
properly has limited its floor enter- 
tainment almost to a minimum and 
concentrated on the tops in dance 
music. Its clientele comes for the 
purpose of tripping the light fantas- 
tic to the strains of the best orches- 
tras—not to see shows. In this re- 
spect, the Arnheim aggregation, of 
course, more than fills the bill. 

The Arnheim personnel has been 
changed considerably’ since’ the 
Cocoanut Grove days, but in its en- 
tirety and under Gus’s skilful baton 


wielding it still constitutes an ace 
dance orchestra. Its music is mostly 
in the popular swing manner and 


every pop number seems conducive 
to bringing out the customer danc- 
ers’ best floor efforts. Comparative 
absence of so-called sweet music 
apparently is not regretted by the 
paying guests. 

Three acts are advertised with the 
band—McDonald and Ross, dancers; 
Benny Davis, singing comedian, and 
June Robbins, vocalist—but at the 
late Monday session only the first 
named performers, man and girl, 
appeared. Attractive personally and 
smartly attired, they put real class 
into their sophisticated tap routines 
and cop heavy applause rewards. 

There’s no cover charge, but a $1 
per person minimum on week days 
and $1.50 on Saturdays. The mini- 
mum charge does not apply to din- 
ner guests remaining for the entire 
evening. Prices for food and bev- 
erages are what one expects at 
niteries of this type. Rees, 


CLUB BALI 
(NEW YORK) 


Open six months now, Bali looks 
to stick among eastside intimate 
spots. Originally entertainment con- 
sisted of compact production num- 
bers, but this has been replaced by 
less expensive and fewer acts pre- 
sented in straight vaude mode dur- 
ing three brief half hours nightly. 
It’s good, light divertissement. 


Different from usual m.c. snap, 
Chic Farmer’s four-cornered job of 
m.c., host, singer and press agent 
for owner, Jim Moriarity, keeps 
him hopping. Somehow he manages 
to get around between his floor 
bits. 

Although spot is small and easy to 
fill, all performers use p.a. system, 
initial user being Gare Archer, 
rotund youngster, with a smooth, 
baritone voice. Does three songs 
with each show. ‘I Got Plenty of 
Nothin’’ and ‘Zwei Hertzen’ are best. 
Dan Hardin and Elizabeth Heuston, 
personable and young mixed duet. 
familiar to niteries, are in second 
stanza with comic songs and clown- 
ing. Gab portion of act is trifle 
starchy and could be brushed up a 
bit both in material and delivery. 
Pair redeem themselves somewhat 
with a fast tap routine, during which 
both front individually. 

Vanda Mara, concert singing wife 
of David O. Shoemaker, upper crust 
Pittsburgher, and who appeared at 
Town Hall, N. Y., last season, closes 
festivities with contralto renditions 
of songs in French, Russian, German 
and English. Young matron is at- 
tractive and possesses moderate 
pipes. Good enough, at any rate, to 
be appreciated by other than so- 
cialites she was booked to attract. 


Amos Allen accompanies her at 
piano. 

Roger Steele‘s band furnishes 
dance music in standard fashion. 


Tempo is sometimes a little off for 
comfy gliding, but otherwise fills 
bill. Minimum prevails, as do stiff 
prices. Hurl. 








Must Go Up 


(Continued from page 3) 











ensuing season, has been upped by 
25% over the past season. 

Last fall the estimates were that 
the trade would spend approxi- 
mately $150,000,000 in production. 
Therefore it would follow that if the 
costs have upped 25%, the expectant 
final cost of production in the trade 
will aggregate close to $180,000,000. 

Consequently, leading firms once 
again are to be found microscoping 
their manufacturing innards with a 
view to harnessing the overcost 
situation. 





to the} 


jam- | 


| firms today, on the Coast and in the 
| home offices, is to devise means for 
maintaining quality while blocking 
the runaway costs. But what the 
final outcome will be remains to be 
seen. As nearly always, whenever 
| it comes up, it resolves down to a 
question of manpower and the judg- 
ment of that manpower while su- 
pervising or directing production 
programs. 





companies can be had to rein pro- 
| duction overcosts is those 
| things. Past records of the trade 
| refute this possibility. However, the 
| exchange of thoughts among leaders 
| in the business with this common 


one of 


| problem facing all, is expected to 
| stir individua’ firms to some 
| effort to curb the rising studio over- 
| head. 


| production is currently singled out 
| for individual responsibility for the 
high production costs. It’s just a 
| general situation. 
Braddock’s Bunkhouse 
Chicago, April 6. 
Coming heavyweight champion- 
ship fight has the boys around town 
scrambling to offer Jim Braddock 
training quarters, but it looks as if 
the scramble is about over with 
Braddock’s manager selecting the 
Bon-Air Country Club as the spot 
for his man to exercise and sleep. 
Place is located about 25 miles to 
the north of Chicago, was once a 
private club, but in recent years has 
been taken over by Tom Williams, 


who has been operating it as a dine 
and dance spot open all night. 


MARRIAGES 


Friedl Harrer tu Walter Straus, 
son of Oscar Straus, composer, in 
Linz, Upper Austria. Bride is daugh- 
ter of owner of Ischl hotel, Linz. 

Virginia Carroll to Ralph Byrd in 
Pasadena, Feb. 20. Both in pictures. 

Doris Gautherat to George Kana- 
nagh in Detroit, March 29. Groom 
is band leader; bride non-pro, 

Molly Lamont to Edward A. Bel- 
lande, at Santa Barbara, March 31. 
Bride is a picture actress; groom is 
a TWA pilot. 

Ouida Kellerman to Ralph Cedar, 
at Yuma, March 31. Bride is an 
English actress; groom is in the story 
department at Metro. 

Mrs. Gladys Levi to W. C. Callo- 
way, in Hollywood, April 4. Groom 
is branch manager for Warners in 
Los Angeles. Bride was the widow 
of Newt Levi. 

Evelyn Leindorf to Winfield 
Hoeny, at New York, March 31. 
Groom is a legit and radio actor. 
Bride is a non-pro. 

Sue Taylor Hammond, legit actress, 
to Paul White, CBS special events 
megr., March 30, in Clarendon, Va. 
Couple sail for England April 13. 

Evelyn Hand to Manly Danforth, 
April 3, at Yuma. Bride is a film 
actress. 

Jessie Royce Landis, legit actress, 
to Rex Smith, April 3, in New 
Haven. Groom is on News-Week ed- 
itorial staff. 

Florence Taub to William P. Lips- 
comb, playwright and _= scenarist, 
April 5, in London. Bride is Amer- 
ican non-pro. 

Ann Glover to Earl Harper, March 
30, in Los Angeles. Groom is pro- 
duction mgr. for Harry Sherman 











Picts. Bride is in still dept. at Par- 
amount. 
Mr. and Mrs. Isidore Freleng, 


daughter, March 30, in Hollywood. 
Father is supervisor of Merrie 
Melodie cartoons for Leon Schle- 
singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Robbin, 
daughter, April 1, in Chicago. 
Mother was formerly Dorothy Lang, 
dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Chertok, son, 
at Santa Monica, Cal., April 2. 
Father is an exec in Metro's short 
subject department. 





AMBERS CHEERED BUT 
LOSES TO MONTANEZ 


By JACK PULASKI 


Pedro Montanez got the nod over 
lightweight champ Lou Ambers at 
Madison Square Garden Monday (5), 
with the fans divided in their opin- 








| Ambers 


The big-time huddles in the major | 


Whether concerted effort by the | 


real | 


ion as to the decision. Fight writers 
okayed the win, not one giving it to 
but most others present 
thought Lou copped, and the cheers 
went to him, while the Porto Rican 
exited to the razz. 

There hasn't been a noisier night 
|at the Garden this season. West In- 
|dians are excitable people, and vol- 
uble. They screamed when Pedro 
entered the ring and after he mussed 
up the champ in round one. Subse- 
quently they raised the roof, but 
| When the announcer raised their fa- 
vorite’s hand they were strangely 
quiet. They thought the kid lost, 
and the noise came from ringsiders 

including short-enders. 
| Even though it was not a title 
event, the odds were on Montanez, 
,and it looked as though the layers 


were right at the start. Pedro 
clipped Lou with a left hook, the 
first punch of the match, and a sen- 
sational upset was possible. In the 


same round Ambers went down for 
no count after being hit with a hard 
body blow, but he probably was off 
balance, 

Again, in the third round, Monta- 
nez looked like the next champ, but 


by the fifth round Ambers had 
solved the Porto Rican’s style and 
| started catching up on the point 
score. It was not as exciting as the 


fans would have it, but the fighting 
was Vicious. 

Al Weil, Lou’s manager, was 
crestfallen, but Ambers trotted to 
the center of the ring and laughed— 
the signal for the cheering. As the 
crowd walked out there were all 
manner of arguments, and the ‘we 
wuz robbed’ line was echoed. 

There is little doubt that Montanez 
slowed up after the half-way mark, 
The solid punches in- close that 
made him look better than ever be- 
fore were lacking. He apparently 
can sock harder than Lou, but they 
were even on courage. Ambers took 
plenty of wallops on the kisser, too, 
but, except for that first hook, never 
wavered. He is a great deal more 
sturdy than he looks. Too bad he is 
no knocker-outer, 

Talk after the fight pointed to a 
return match, next time for the title, 
But there is a little Coast fighter, 
Henry Armstrong, in the picture, 
Hank is a natural featherweight, but 
has a chance at either contender in 
the ring Monday. 

There never were more cops in- 
side and out of the Garden. They 
had been told that there would be a 
big crowd, and half the West Indian 
population of New York seemed to 
be on hand. Once, when Pedro per- 
formed at the Garden, they threw 
things from the gallery, but nothing 
happened this time, and the swarthy 
citizens expended their energy yell- 
ing for Pedro. 

Some of the Ringling show rigging 
was already in position, circus open- 
ing Thursday (8). No fights at the 
Garden until May. With the Beatty 


circus quitting the Hippodrome, 
fisticuffs will be on the schedule 
again, 





Wiring Yankee Stadium 
For Sound; Ruppert’s Idea 


Col. Jacob Ruppert is considering 
installation of an amplifying system 
at the Yankee Stadium, N. Y., this 
season. He's now dickering with 
Morris Legendre, who put simi- 
lar systems at Belmont Park, Palmer 
Stadium (Princeton), Tulane, and 
just completed an $8,500 one at Lou- 
isiana State University. Job at the 
Yankee Stadium would run between 
$8,000 and $15,000. 

Would be the first big league ball 
park to be wired for sound. 





No Dice on Dogs 


Detroit, April 6. 

For the third time in four years, it 
appears the can has again been tied 
to dog racing in Michigan. Every- 
thing seemed rosy two weeks ago 
when the state iiouse emphatically 
okayed the Ward-Stout bill liberal- 
| izing racing rules to permit 10 dog 
| tracks in the state. 

Last week, Lieut. Gov. Leo J. 
Nowicki detoured it to the senate 
| judiciary committee instead of the 
| state affairs committee, which Pro- 
|moter Floyd Fitzsimmons, associate 
of Jack “Dempsey, had assiduously 
cultivated to report it out favorably, 
The austere judiciary committee ad- 
mits the bill is not to its liking and 
that no action is likely. . 
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Broadway 


Dick Fishell back from Fla. 
George Hamid in Bermuda. ; 
Doris Nolan off for Cuban cruise. 
Nick Lucas doing jury duty in Jer- 





#*Dileckstone Agency into the radio 
trailer biz. 

Edmund Lowe off to Europe for 
a vacation. 

Dan Mulvey fractured ankle while 
laying squash. | 
f tas be Hutton to Bermuda and a | 
three-week vacash. 

Leon (and Eddie) 
from Haiti vacash. 

Frances Reinhart is stage manag- | 
ing ‘Curtain Call’ troupe. y 

Doe Londes, Philadelphia cafeman, 
visiting Broadway friends. 

Bert Lytell on 46th street in that 
memorizing-the-first-act fog. 

Ann Mauclair remlacing Edith At- 
woter in ‘The Masaue of Kings.’ 

Harry Wilder did a week-end 
quickie in Manhattan from Syracuse. 





Enken back | 


Wolfe Gilbert hurried back to 
Coast, but returning for another 
visit. 


Oscar Liese, of Broadway Camera 
Exchange, leaves for Hollywood this 
week. 

Helen Bush from legit stock doing 
leads in WMCA’s ‘Through the Stage 
Door.’ 

Tom Brooks, radio ed of N. Y. 
Evening Journal, father of boy this 
week. 

Mother and sister of Hildegarde, 
NBC sustaining ace warbler, in town 
visiting 

Joey Keith’s father struck by mo- 
tor car and taken to Roosevelt hos- 
pital, Sunday (4). 

James Montgomery Flagg, artist. 
off to Hollywood and another ‘best 
looker’ film tieup. 

Ken Nichols in town with the 
Mitchell-Durant unit, which is being 
revised and recast. 

Elaine and Barry from the Park 
Central making a short for Univer- 
sal; they’re dancers, 

Bill Fields leaving ‘White Horse 
Inn’ this week to p.a. ‘Having Won- 
eo ful Time’ exclusively. 

Beulah Livingstone is out ahead 
of ‘Top of Town,’ (U) for Baltimore, 
Poiladelphia and Washington. 

Marcus Griffin of the Enquirer 
(Sunday) N. Y., has written a book 
on wrestling called ‘Fall Guys.’ 

Gregory Deane in the Selwyn the- 
atre building to read plays for sum- 
mer stock season he’s planning. 

Alice Lloyd's daughter, Tomme, is 
now Celia Lloyd in the London com- 
pany of ‘Pride and Prejudice.’ 

Jerry Valliere, former vauder with 
Jerry and Her Baby Grands, has 
ovened a booking agency in Strand 
Bldg. 

Brock Pemberton, with three 
shows running on Broadway simul- 
taneously, has no p.a. for his pro- 
ductions. 

A. P. Waxman flew to the Coast 
Monday (5) in connection with the- 
atre campaign of Will Rogers Me- 
m%rial Fund. 

Joe E. Howard off on one of his 
periodical absences from Bill’s Gay 
90's, so Eddie Leonard, meantime, is 
in as the new star. 

Albert Julian heads new Vaude- 
ville Service Unit of National Play 


Bureau of FTP. On hunt for suit- 
able variety scripts. : 
Warren Conner, ERPI district 


solesman, who has been in hospital 
for major operation past six weeks. 
beck on job this week. 

Henry Koster, 
has been in Philadelphia directing 
shots for next Deanna Durbin pic- 
ture, has left for the Coast. 

Len Gaynor, Fox publicist, has 
given up his town apartment now 
that warmer weather has set in. 
Strictly a Jersey commuter. 

Mac 
press campaigns for personal 
earances of Wini Shaw, 

ields and Mitzi Green in the Hub. 

Grand larceny charges against Ed- 
gar Allen, former vaude agent. have 
been held from grand jury pending 
further investigation by d.a.’s office. 
Ws skedded for jury this week, 

Hyman Bushell will 
never be a swimmer. He took 


ap- 


retainer to the theatrical attorney. 

Certificate of Metropolitan Miami 
Fishing tourney that he snagged a 
green moray fish weighing 51 
pene has been received by Char- 
ey Ford, Universal newsreel chief. 

Whitney Boiton, legit critic, to the 
Coast by car on Friday (2). Will 
e »riinue his colyum in the Mornine 
T '-*raph durin five or six months’ 
st-v west. His family will join him 
within a few weeks. 

Joe Laurie, Jr.. Harry Hershfield 
and Jolly Bill Steinke to m.c. Cynthia 
White’s 15th annual Greenwich Vil- 
lage Revel April 16 at Webster Hall 
which will have the. striv-tease 
influence via Julie Bryan, Crystal 
Aymes, Gladys Fox, Annette and 
Zonia Duval, strippers from Minsky’s 
Oriental. 


~ Detroit 


By Pete Wemhoff 





Variety club fetes chaplains. 

‘Smiling Ed’ McConnell buvs re- 
sort home near Elk Rapids, Mich. 

Contemporary theatre readying 
‘Evry The Dead’ for showing early 
in May. 

All April Music Masters’ 
postponed indefinitely by 
Concert society. 

Joe Friedman and Bill Boesky to 


serics 


Detroit 


U's director who 


Millar to Boston to handle 


Benny 


probably 
sev- 
eral lessons but the aquatic teacher 
finally gave up, returning the $50 


open their Brass Rail nitery on 
Michigan avenue next Wednesday 
(14), 


Nelson Eddy to give concert April 
15 in Masonic Aude; originally slated 
for Feb. 15, but ielayed due to Ed- 
dy’s illness. 

Mme. Amparo Navarro, pianist- 
sister of Jose Iturbi, to make Ameri- 
can debut here early in May at 
Orchestra Hall. 





Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 








Wirth’s Circus in Sydney. 
Charles Munro to Melbourne. 
Herbie Hayward on the sick iist. 


British Empire Films may move to 
new quarters. 
Williamson-Tait will revive 
Merry Widow’ in Sydney. 
Frank Neil shortly due to take an- 
other trip abroad for acts. 
Neon-lit road signs for pic houses 
going up on the main highways. 
Cinesound readying start of ‘Lov- 
ers and Luggers.’ Unit is just com- 
pleting “Tall Timber.’ 

Warner’s ‘Gold Diggers of. 1937’ 


‘The 


follows ‘Girl from Paris’ (RKO) 
into the Regent, Sydney. 
Ralph Doyle, RKO local _ boss, 


throwing parties for Phil Reisman. 
Latter quits here March 31. 

Hoyts opening two new nabe the- 
atres this week in New South Wales 
and Victoria. More to follow. 

Cinesound’s ‘It Isn’t Done’ got 
away to a capacity start in Sydney. 
Regarded as the best b. o. local to 
date. 

Frank Leighton, local musical com- 
edy star and pic actor, leaves in the 
near future to try his luck in Eng- 
land. 

Warners introducing a keen ex- 
ploitation campaign for ‘Charge’ in 
Sydney, with Fox doing likewise on 
‘Lloyds.’ 

Police have taken action regarding 
selling of hot pulps in New South 
Wales. Many publications have been 
ordered destroyed. 

Sir Ben Fuller setting plans for 
the opening of the Marcus unit in 
New Zealand next month. Snider- 
Dean is in with Sir Ben on the tour. 

Still no word as to when Paul 
Robeson will tour Australia. Earlier 
mention had it that singer would be 
here this year for both concert and 
legit. 

Tom Holt is in charge of Efftee 
Broadcasters, Ltd., in Melbourne. 
Was in charge of the late F. W. 
Thring’s pic production activities, 
but switched to radio. 

Film Board of Trade bringing 
court action against an indie chain 
over giveaways. It’s a friendly ac- 
tion case to see whether the board 
has the say-so to stop the practice. 

Mrs. W. Fountain and her two 
children left for America following 
the tragic death of her husband in 
the Brisbane-Sydney airliner dis- 
aster. On the same boat went Mrs. 
John Kennebeck and her two chil- 
dren, returning home after the death 
of her husband, for some years in 
charge of the Par office here. 


s 





Paris 
Mireille at the Bobino. 
Louis Verneuil in Nice. 
Lillian Ellis back in Cannes. 
M. B. Mills in from London. 
Olive May in from New York. 
Arthur Bernede, writer, dead. 
Meg Lemonnier cocktailing friends. 
Bernadette Dugue in from Brussels. 
Talk of postponing the expo open- 


- 


ng. 

Gerald Mass recitaling at the Salle 
Chopin. 

Rene Clair operated on for ap- 
pendicitis. 

Gitta Alpar 
Radio-Cite. 

Raquel Meller back from a Cote 
d'Azur tour. 

Belgian Pavillion for the expo the 
first finished. 

H. M. Warner in from Geneva with 
Sam E. Morris. 

Guitry giving a 
Famete Zacconi. 

Cirque d’Hiver featuring a cowboy 
and Indian show. 

Helena Greasley to England for 
the Easter holidays. 

Uday Shan Kar and company at 
the Opera-Comique. 

Pils and Tabct top the bill on the 
new Empire opener. 

Opera-Comique company _ back 
from a central European tour. 

Yvonne Printemps scheduled to 
give a recital at the Salle Pleyel. 

Josephine Baker planning a revue 
for her night club durins the expo. 

Mme. Camille Marbo elected presi- 
dent of ‘La Societe des Gens de 
Lettres.’ 

Seree Lifar dancing at the Salle 
Pleyel in a recital commemorating 
Pouchkine. 

Jean Murat signed for ‘Manon 226,’ 
which Raymond Bernard is making 
with Marie Dubas. 

Joris Ivens in from Spvain. where 
he made a short on the lives of 
| pessants livin« back of the lines. 

Fernand Rivers ensscsine Raimu 
and Andre Lefour for the two leads 
in ‘Te Fouteuil 47’ by Louis Verneuil. 

Jim Witteried in from New York 
and reappointed p.a. for the Restau- 


rent des Ambassadeurs, opening May 
al 


broadcasting over 


reception for 








Stuart Doyle back from Adelaide. | America after 





Lashes 





Fanny Holtzman here. 
Jack Connelly due here. 


Mrs. Paul Holt in a bad motor 
smash. 

Georgie Wood back from South 
Africa. 

Bob Garr, Will Mahoney’s mana- 
ger, in hospital. 

Milk bars sprouting like mush- 


rooms around town. 


Glenda Farrell here, accompanied 


by Frances Waverly. 


‘Post Road,’ American play, set for 
St. Martin’s theatre, April 8. 
Bert Firman underwent examina- 


| tion in bankruptcy, March 22. 


Nat Ross and Mrs. Ross back to 
eight months here. 
‘The Frog’ celebrates its first an- 


niversary at the Princes theatre, 
April 10. 
All Paris restaurants clamoring 


for American bands for the Expo- 
sition season. 

Marquis de La Falaise recuperat- 
ing in the South of France minus 
his appendix. 

Flora Robson will appear in a re- 
vival of ‘Anna Christie’ at the West- 
minster theatre. 

Phil Maurice of the Chez Maurice, 
Montreal, here on a combined holi- 
day and talent hunt. 

Bill Bolton, British Broadcasting 
Corp. talent scout, seriously ill after 
an internal operation. 

‘Vagabond King’ revived at the 
Cohhseum, with Harry Welchman 
scoring in the title role. 

Jack Hylton on a fruit juice diet 
for a week, to lose weight he picked 
up while on the Continent. 

Lawrence Tibbett due here for a 
Queen’s Hall concert May 27, to be 
followed by a provincial tour. 

Parents of Luise Rainer over from 
Austria for the Palace premiere of 
‘The Good Earth, on March 24. 

Julius Hagen again in the picture 
producing business. Starts a new 
one to be directed by Thomas Bent- 


ley. : 

Olive Ford, Sally Gray’s under- 
study in ‘Over She Goes,’ to marry 
Alec Cave, trumpeter at the Troca- 
dero. 

Cliff Fischer’s London Casino 
show, intended to stay here till June, 
now set till the end of July or early 
August. 

Hal Menken formed his own 
seven-piece band, with Charles L. 
Tucker, building a vaudeville unit 
around him. 

Mrs. Max Milder off to New York. 
with her son. Rushed booking on 
getting word that her father is ill in 
Philadelphia. 

Robert T. Kane to do a film test 
of Cinda Glenn in three weeks, 
which will be shot to 20th Century- 
Fox on the Coast. ‘ 

Virginia Martin and Shirley Rich- 
ards meeting in London for the first 
time since the days they were both 
Gus Edwards kids. 

Billy Bissett and his Mayfair ho- 
tel orchestra broadcasting for the 
BBC April 30, will be relayed to 
America and Canada. 

Jack de Leon, who tries out plays 
at the ‘Q’ theatre, will have four of 
them presented in the West End in 
four successive weeks. 

Robinson and Martin playing three 
spots in one week, Savoy hotel, 
Charles Cochran's Trocadero caba- 
ret and Holborn Empire. 

N. L. Nathanson, due here in May 
for the Coronation. Sam Smith will 
sail back with him for America 
around the end of May. 

Russell Muth, European director 
of Fox Movietone News, in town to 
discuss Coronation plans with Gerald 
Sanger and Tommy Scales. 

Sam Boronsky off to Budapest to 
get American rights for local show 
in which Cliff Fischer wants to star 
Cinda Glenn on Broadway. 

Madeleine Carroll has invited 50 
poor children to her Piccadilly flat 
to view the Coronation procession. 
Her husband will act as host. 

After fixing for his mother to 
come over here for the Coronation, 
with everything packed, Fred San- 
born is packing his trunk to go 
home. 

Eric P. Strelitz, representing Cine- 
sound. Australian’ producing co., has 
disposed of an Australian picture, 
‘Orphan of the Wilderness,’ to A. 
Fried for Continental release. 

Lorny Dorsay now with Bob Kane, 
and at present on the continent tak- 
ing outdoor shots for ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia,’ which Kane is producing in 
conjunction with Alexander Korda. 

Dorchester hotel spending a lot of 
coin on a roof-garden grandstand for 
its Coronation customers. May be- 
come a permanent fixture. the first 
garden of its type in London hotels. 

Jim Mollison, English ace flyer, 
has a play about flying, with a bank- 
roll in the bag, and intends to launch 
out as a producer in the West-End 
as soon as he gets back from New 
York during Coronation week. 

Test case is being brought by in- 
surance companies in connection 
with the illness of Elisabeth Bergner 
prior to her appearance in ‘The Boy 
David.’ Two postponements are es- 
timated to have caused a loss of 
$75.000. 

‘Transatlantic -Rhythm.’ Felix 
Ferry show which brodied at the 
Adelphia some months ago, is now 
on the Moss Empires tour, and ex- 
periencing plenty of trouble because 
local orchestras not competent to 
play the show's intricate music. 
Other internal troubles also. 

Robert T. Kane getting busy to do 





12 Technicolor musicals here. Has 


made final arrangements with K. 
Harrison, Technicolor’s local chief to 
import technicians and Hollywood 
experts. Not yet decided whether 
films will be made at the Korda 
studios or Amalgamated, in course 
of construction by Paul Soskin at 


Elstree, 
Berlin 


‘Etappenhase’ playing on over 140 
stages. 

Stagma huddling to discuss last 
year’s report. 





Exteriors begun on the Riviera for | 


Tobis’ ‘Conflict.’ 

Walter Franck contracted 
Ufa for ‘Starke Herzen.’ 

Franz Weihmayr, the camera man 
for Zarah Leander’s first Ufa pic. 

Wolf Albach-Retty to pair with La 
Jana in the next Georg-Jacoby pic. 

Paul Scheinpflug, musical director 
one conductor, died suddenly from 
flu. 

Lucienne Boyer due for a one- 
week stand at the Kurfuerstendamm 
Komoedie. 

Erich Engel to direct Shake- 
speare’s ‘Coriolanus’ at the Deut- 
sches Theater. 

Budapest Philharmonic, batoned 
by Ernst von Dohnanyi, to tour Ger- 
many in April. 

Richard Revy finished new com- 
edy, ‘Kitty,’ to be premiered at Bre- 
men and Munich. 

‘Der Sturz des Ministers, 
for E. W. Moeller’s new play, to open 
in Leipzig in April. 

‘Night Must Fall’ current produc- 
tion at the English theatre, pleasing 
the visiting gentry. 

Peter Bischoff, Olympic games 
champion, has married Carla Splet- 
tar, State opera warbler, 

Erna Sack, German singer, to start 
work on her first English pic, title: 
‘The Magic Dill,’ in April. 

Franz Guhl, Paramount manager 
in Berlin, married to Luise Peterson, 
American studying music here. 

‘The English Players’ with Edward 
Stirling and. Margaret Vaughan, to 
play a four-day stand in Berlin. 

Charlie Rivels, now at the Winter- 
garten, signed by Vienna Belvedere 
to appear in a circus and vaude pic. 

Newly renovated opera house of 
Nuremberg will open its doors again 
June 25 with Weber’s ‘Freischuetz.’ 

Werner Krauss to play Mephisto 
in Goethe’s ‘Faust’ at Salzburg this 
summer, with Paula Wessely as 
Gretchen. 

Bruno von Niessen to take care of 
the directing end of the new pro- 
duction of Wagner’s ‘Parsifal’ at the 
State opera. 

Pamela Wedekind, pop film and 
vaude comedienne and daughter of 
the German playwright, giving a 
matinee with songs. 

Heinrich George, outstanding Tue- 
tonic character actor, presented with 
autographed photos by Hitler and 
Goebbels on his anniversary. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


with 


, 








Joe Shuman, Post-Gazette’s city 
ed, felled by the flu. 

Pittsburgh Playhouse season comes 
to end Saturday night (10). 

C. J. Lattas home again after a 
month in Miami and Havana. 

Wife of theatre manager Frank 
Roberts painfully hurt in auto crack- 


up. 

Bill Barron quits the theatre to go 
into jewelry business with his in- 
laws. 

Diane Ward (Bebe Falvo) back for 
her first visit to home town in six 
years. 

Libretto of Pitt Cap and Gown 
Club’s coming show, ‘Trailer, Ho,’ by 
G. Norman Reis. 

Tom Kenyon in New York for an- 
nual spring meeting of ATS sub- 
scription managers. 

Carnegie Tech drama school doing 
‘As You Like It’ as its annual 
Shakespearian production. 

Karl Krug planes in from Coast 
this week-end after interviewing 
stints at studios for Sun-Telegranph. 

_Grace Moore, sunposed to sub for 
ailing Nelson Eddy in final May 
Beegle concert, cancelled, too. 
Laryngitis. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





Al Jacobs new Columbia assistant 
booker. 

Brother of Margaret Cragin of 
RKO office staff passed away. 

‘Hy’ Chapman, Columbia branch 
manager, in Chicago for sales meet- 
ing. 

University of Minnesota theatre's 
closing offering of season John Van 
Druten’s ‘Distaff Side.’ 


Palace, grind dual feature house. | 
using wrestiing matches for added | 


| al 


attraction one night a week. 
Metropolitan has chalked up $4.000 
mail order advance sale for three- 
uty ‘First Lady’ engagement April 
Orpheum has two more stacse 
shows underlined—Swing and Strip 


Revue’ and Weaver Brothers and 
Elviryv. 
Jack Marshall, one of Benny 


Meroff’s stars, just out of hospital 
here after long illness, 20 pounds 
lighter. 

Suzanne Larson, 12-year-old pro- 
tegee of Merle Potter, Journal film 





editor, slated to act in Metro pro- 
duction, ‘B Above High C.’ 





the tag | 


— 
— 


Hollywood ‘. 


Eric Blore p.a.’ing in Friseo. 


Mike Marco to St. Louis and N. Y 
on biz. : 

Margot Grahame bedded with ap- 
pendicitis. 


Eve Unsell writing scenarios f 
industrial films. 

Dorothy Peterson motoring 
northern California. 

Gene and Kathleen Lockhart sun. 
ning at Palm Springs. 

Mary Simkins, Sam Katz’ sec, left 
on a European vacash. 

Gale Sondergaard has gone for a 
| home at Malibu Beach. 

Tom Weatherly is here Ogling 
| talent for his next Broadway play. 

| Sidney Howard here for short time 
confabbing with David O. Selznick. 

Margaret Tallichet, under contract 
to S-I, is studying dramatics in N. Y. 

Tom Waring ducked Brother 
Fred’s troupe for a couple of concert 
dates. 

Constantin Bakaleinikoff under- 
went minor surgery at the Cedars 
of Lebanon. 

Manuel del Campo, Mary Astor’s 
spouse, on the Selznick-International 
writing staff. 

Spencer Tracy entering the Good 


or 


in 





Samaritan hosp this week for a 
tonsilectomy. 
Robert Knowlden moved his 


agency from Hollywood and Vine to 
the Sunset Strip. 

William Slavens McNutt closed his 
office at Hollywood and Vine. He's 
writing at home now. 

Dean Dorn, Metro publicity writer, 
has gone to Mayo Bros. hospital in 
Minnesota for observation. 

Canova family, Judy, Annie, Pete 


and Zeke, arrived from N. Y. for 
picture work at Paramount. 
Edward J. McNamara plans on 


N. Y. visit before doing part in the 
James Cagney starrer at GN. 

Elizabeth Allen (Mrs. Robert 
Montgomery) recovering from ap- 
pendix operation at the Good Sam- 
aritan. 

Gertrude Niessen, singing at the 
Chez Paree in Chi, will go on to 
Detroit for the opening of U’s ‘Top 
of the Town.’ 

Charles P. Skouras headed group 
of F-WC home office gang to Frisco 
for few days’ powwow. 

Erwin Straus coming from Vien- 
na this month to join his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Straus. 

John Blystone plans a vacash in 
Indiana when he winds up ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ for Samuel Goldwyn. 

Hugh Herbert stepped out of War- 
ners’ ‘Ever Since Eve’ to undergo 
| operation, with Frank}(McHugh re- 
placing. 

Countess Bogouslawgska of Paris 
here to do series of articies on 
American films for Le Film Artistic 
Francais. 

Alexander Kahle, Katharine Hep- 
burn’s. still fotog has gone to 
Samoa to lens stuff for Samuel 
Goldwyn’s ‘The Hurricane.’ 

Ken McCaleb, Sunday ed of the 
N. Y. Mirror, has returned east after 
working in the studios for three 
weeks on color page layouts. 


| Chicago 


Don Hancock battling the flu. 
George Watson now a blood donor. 
Irving Mack new CAPA treasurer. 

Stan Thompson back at WBBM, 
after flu. 

Sandra Kary] setting for Warner 
screen test. 

Jack Fulton visiting Paul White- 
man, his old boss. 

Gail Borden to Europe on an ex- 
tended vacash tour, 

Felix Mendelssohn back at Metro 
after a winter cruise. 

Dick Elpers, CBS, readying for a 
trek through Mexico. 

Charlie Kallen, song writer, very 
ill in County hospital. ; 

Carlton Kelsey selecting Chicago 
Charter Jubilee song. % 

Lester Hammel, of the William 
Morris office, a Chicago visitor. | 

Joe Sherman a loop flash with 
a load of new spring haberdashery. 

Frank Snell, v. p. Condor, meeting 
George Hirliman, president, here for 
conference. 

Courtenay Savage taking three 
hours daily leave from hospital to 
produce his ‘Cactus Kate.’ 

Jane Jackson, formerly of Barber 
and Jackson. vaude team, doing all 
right in Field's beauty salon. : 

Joe Estes, former publicity chief 
for Saenger in New Orleans, now 
promotional sales manager for Fi!- 
mack. Trailer here. 

















| 


| Palm Springs 





Helen Kane recuperating from the 


u. 
Adolphe Menjous plan on building 
a home in Chino Canyon. 


Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., and 
Phillip Wylie resting here. 
Phillip Holmes with Libby Hol!- 


|man on his arm. Cole Porter here. 


too. 

Frank Morgan’s son, George, ce!e- 
brated his 2lst birthday at tne 
Dunes. . 

Edwin Silverman and Sidney Se:- 
gel. of the Essaness Theatre Corp. 
in Chi, suntanning. ; 

Cliff Reid, RKO producer, visite 
with Lord Castlerosse, representine 





several British papers. 
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LION GETS FIRST 
ABDOMINAL 
OP: DIES 


Charlotte, N. C., April 6. 
The sort of thing that press agents 
dream of happened here during the 





week. 

A lion belonging to Loraine Wal- 
lace’s act, featured with the Sheesley 
Midway, carney wintering here, got 
to a meat supply three weeks ago 
and ate it. And then, because it was 
soaked with blood, also ate the sev- 
eral yards of canvas in which the 
meat was wrapped. The canvas 
lodged in her stomach in several 
tightly-packed wads. Three weeks of 
effort failed to dislodge them so Miss 
Wallace’ and Dr. I. T. Lewis, Char- 


lotte veterinarian, decided on an op- | 


eration. 

‘Duchess,’ the cat, was put to sheep 
with hypodermic injections. Asleep, 
the first known abdominal operation 
on a lion was performed. A gallery 
of news men and photographers was 
on “and and WSOC, local radio sta- 
tion, stayed on the air for an hour 
and a half, with a slit by slit and 
stitch by stitch account of the event. 

But while the operation was a de- 
cided success for the carney, it was 
a flop for ‘Duchess,’ who died two 
days later. The veterinarian said her 
weakened condition that followed 
three weeks ‘without food caused her 
death. 


Barnes-Floto Top Take 
On 2-Week Coast Start 


Hollywood, April 6. 
Topping all previous attendance 
records on first two weeks of the 
season, Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto cir- 





cus yesterday (5) inaugurated a 
three-day stand at Wilshire and 
Fairfax, following its seven-day 


stand downtown last week. 

Circus heads north from here for 
its annual trek through the north- 
west and then east. Howard Kane 
has replaced Cliff McDougall on the 
advance press, latter having resigned 
to go inte another business. 


Missouri Shows ’Em 


St. Louis, April 6. 
Gov. Lloyd Stark has signed bill 
creating commission to arrange for 
a Missouri exhibit at New York’s 
World’s Fair in 1939. 
Commission is 








authorized to ar- 
range an exhibit showing natural 


resources, scenic beauty and industry 
and commerce of state. It is esti- 
mated close to $250,000 will be spent. 





Gibson in the Ring 


_ Charlotte, N.-C., April 6. 
Wallace Bros. circus, after win- 
ing near nere at York, S. C., wiil 

open the season April 8 at York. 
Feature attraction this season will 
be Hoot Gibson. 





MUMPS HITS QUADS’ DEBUT 
Detroit, April 6. 

Mumps ruined pro debut of Mor- 
lok quadruplets at Detroit's ‘Little 
World Fair, current at Convention 
Hall. 

Top-billed along with Tito Guizar, 
tenor, the 7-year-old Lansing (Mich.) 
Sirls were slated to open at big 
exposition last Friday (2) but, due 
to illness of one, only two of quad- 
ruplets were able to appear in ‘show. 
Fourth member of dancing-singing 
act had been slightly ill and feared 
She was taking down with mumps 
too. If doctors oke move, remainder 
of quadruplets are to enter act early 
this week. Exposition runs through 
April 10, 

Sit-down strikes hereabouts is 
keeping attendance down at the 
third annual exposition, but gate is 
expected to be sufficient to warrant 
Continuance next year. 


7 


Lifts the Soak 


Washington, April 6. 





has been approved by President 
Roosevelt, paving way for continued 
participation in 1937 version of the 
Lone Star State centennial 


| foreign countries. 


Resolution extending for one-year 
the no-tariff provisions of last year’s 
enabling legislation went through 
Congress without objections, al- 


sition to spend balances remaining 
from 1936 U. S. appropriation. 





Played to Plenty 


Tacoma, April 6. 
Playing to over 20,000 during two 


10-20c. Worlkd’s Fair Museum 
ported this town one of best stands 
and promise of return date. 





DUNK APRIL 25 


Galveston, April 6. 

April 25 designated Splash Day, 
official opening of beach season. 

Carlos Ippolito, beach association 
head, arranging program of events. 
Rosella Werlin, well known news- 
paper woman, appointed publicity 
agent for city by chamber of com- 
merce. 





New Carney 
Greenville, S. C., April 6. 
The smell of fresh sawdust 
back in Greenville this week with 
the opening of the new Tinsley 
carnival under the sponsorship of 
local Disabled American Veterans. 
Carney, a new outfit, operated iby 
John T. Tinsley, is set for 10-day 
1 stand. 





S. C. Fair Prexy 
Spartanburg, April 6. 
J. P. Moon, Newberry, has been 
|}named president of South Carolina 





State Association of Fairs. Organiza- 


| tion seeks to provide various regu- 
| ee and cooperative features. 


| Theatre Sii-iIns 
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I. A. has obtained jurisdiction over 
all workers in the picture business 
down to theatre porters. This author- 
ization of jurisdiction automatically 
shuts out such a union as the Ele- 
vator Operators and Service Work- 
ers which successfully pulled a 
strike in apartment and office build- 
ings a year ago. 

General unrest between capital 
and labor, plus. sit-down and other 
methods which have lately sprung 
up, has theatre men everywhere 
much concerned about the future but 
none can predict what might happen 
this summer, or for that matter, at 
any moment unions start making de- 
mands. Contracts are ordinarily on 
a one-year basis from Sept. i. Ne- 
gotiations for renewal are usually 
begun early in the summer so that 
settlements can be reached in time 
for Labor Day. 
| Seriousness of sit-down or stay-in 
' strikes, in the absence of settlements 
to the satisfaction of unions, is obvi- 
ous, as it would make it virtually 
impossible for a theatre to operate. 

In Greater New York, operators 
barricaded themselves in the booths 
of theatres in the Lawrence Bolog- 
nino and Ben Sherman circuits until 
they obtained demands made upon 
these chains. Grievance was reported 
to have revolved around 





on the Allied scale instead of retain- 
ing them (306 members) at the 306 
rate. In both cases the 
won out. 


Circus Routes 


Week of April 12 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 
New York, 8-24. 

Al G. Barnes-Sells Floto 


Salinas (al he # P ‘ 
Modesto, 14; Bakersfield, 16; Taft, 17 
Visalia, 18. 


Santa Cruz, 





by | 


though fight has started over propo- | 


weeks here in downtown building at | 
re- | 


Was | 


efforts of | 
the two circuits to place operators | ; 
| dodge Arizona and New Mexico. The | 
blasts the Chicago Tribune and Cal- | 
operators | 


ALL BRANCHES 


| 

|Ride Mechanics, Billers, 
| Agents, Barkers, Side- 
| show Personnel in Cir- 


cuses 


CARNIES ALSO 


By BILL RACE 
Phoenix, Ariz., April 6. 

It is said that the American Fed- 
| eration of Labor is about to attempt 
| to wnionize the circus and carnival 
employees. That is the ride me- 
| chanics, talkers, agents, billers, freaks 
and performers in the shows and 
those used as free attractions. This, 
of course, would be applied to parks, 
piers and fairs. As far as the car- 
nivals are concerned the only card 





are 


. 





Rose’s Piece 


Charlotte, N. C., April 6. 

The story is getting around 
that when the Governor of 
North Carolma conferred with 
Billy Rose with the idea of get- 
ting the producer to take over 
the proposed North Carolina Ex- 
position, an interviewer asked: 
‘I suppose you will want your 
usual fee, Mr. Rose—a piece of 
the gross receipts?’ 

‘Oh na,’ Rose explained. 
usual fee—a piece of 
Carolina.’ 


Tokyo "40 World Fair 
May Be Threatened 
By Shortage of Money 


Tokyo, March 21, 

Committee in charge of the Inter- 
national expo to be held here im 
1940, received a setback in their 
plans because Diet appropriated only 
$1;600,000 as the government share 
of ‘the project. 

As this is $3,400,000 short of the 
amount expected from that source, 
the committee will have to dig up 
more coin elsewhere. 





‘My 
North 














men the electricians and bill- 
| posters. This applies to circuses and 
| their musicians in most cases. It 
| would seem almost impossible to put 
| across, but look at the motion picture 
| Studios that are 

most 100%. Just a few years ago 
they said ‘it could not be done, as 
Los Angeles was an open shop town,’ 
| but the fact remains they did it. 

| With the wide spread of the unions 
| the past few months in every line of 
it could be made to stick in 


now unionized al- 


| labor, 


small shows could get by, as they 


would have no local support. I have 
| written to both Green and Lewis to 
| find out if there is anything to it. 
Just received a letter from the 
| Human Trio now living at East Chi- 
cago, Ind. They, at one time, were 
; one of the top bicycle acts in the 
business and featured a bicycle race 
on tread mills for a finish that really 
|made the audience stand up and 
| cheer in theatres, circuses and grand 
stands. They now operate an elab- 
orate sound advertising truck which 
is booked with the Cole Circus for 
the Chicago date. Pop Millman of 
the famous Millman Trio of wire 
walkers has been visiting them. 
Tough in Arizona 


Truck shows wintering in Arizona 
are all on the road and have been 
having a merry battle for dates. 
Howe's Great London Circus, Barney 
Brothers and Sam Jones Circus. 
Business has not been so forte as 
the weather has been cold and dis- 
agreeable and it would seem they are 
| all too early in their march north. 
| The carnivals have fared somewhat 
| better as their audiences don't have 
ito sit down. State Fair Shows, 
| Zieger’s Greater Shows, Frank Burk’'s 
Shows, Yellowstone Shows, Whales’ 
Shows and Brightway Shows all 
within 200 miles of each other and 
following each other in many spots. 
Miami has had 3 carnivals and one 





cuses and 2 carnivals and one 
come. High prices for copper, wool, 
beef, lambs and lettuce have put the 
state in wonderful shape. Picture 
houses are mopping up. 

Arizona, with its strict laws for 
tourists, is surely doimg itself great 
damage and the business men are up 
in arms, since the Southern Califor- 
| nia Automobile Club and the Chi- 
cago Motor Club are advising tour- 
ists to route themselves north to 


ifornia papers have been giving the 


| State is being widely talked about , 
lin all commercial clubs and_ the | 
| newspapers. The tax on trucks has 
| been the highest in the U. S. for 


| some time. 
State Fair Shows has a new wed- 


well as the couple. It is preceded by 


sored by a local merchant. 





draw. 


cities of any size. Small towns with | 


circus to date. Phoenix has had 2 cir- 
to | 


ding, ‘Bathing Beauty Wedding,’ 
bridesmaids, flower girls, train and | 
ring bearers all in bathing suits as | 


Diet action has caused a revival of 
| the plan to hold a national lottery, 
| previously nixed by the police. Cer- 
| tain committee members think they 
may get by police interference by 
calling it some other name. 





R. & C. ON TREK 


Carney Carries Merchants Expo as 
Squarer for Locals 


| Atlanta, April 6. 

Rubin & Cherry Exposition, which 
| has been ‘holed up here, will shove 
| off Thursday (8) for Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
| where it will open Monday. Expo is 
moving on 40-car train. Rubin Gru- 


| berg expended $50;)000 refurbishing 


make the long jump north to De- 
catur, Ill. Itimerary from that point 


switched dates. Show will be out 32 
weeks, cover 10,000 miles, and hop 
back into Atlanta last week in Au- 
gust to play 10-day Southeastern 
Fair and Centennial Celebration. 

Personnel numbers 610 and is ex- 
pected to increase to 750. 

Featured this year will be Mer- 
chants’ Exhibition in 60x120 tent, 
containing 20 booths. This is de- 
signed to break down antipathy 
against carneys usually found among 
merchants. National advertisers will 
be tied up, cooperating with mer- 
chants, to wbom booths will be 
rented. This tent will be air-condi- 
| tioned and, if it works, Gruberg ex- 
| pects to cool all his tents next year. 


Great Lakes im Pitts. 


Pittsburgh, April 6. 
Cleveland Great Lakes Expo set 
| to make a big play for trade in and 
| around Pittsburgh this summer. With 
| that in view, expo cémmittee has 
named couple of ex-newspapermen, 
Jack Hollister and Bob Hughes, now 
running their own publicity office 





| locally, to steam up the citizens in | 


these parts. 

| Hollister and Hughes are concen- 
| trating only on Pittsburgh news- 
papers and small-town sheets within 
a radius of 50 miles from here. 


Good Idea If— 


Lincoln, April 6. 

First fence was hopped this week 
by the State Fair to get 
refinancing the $250,000 
on the grandstand which currently 
draws % imterest. Unicameral 
| legislature passed a bill, at Gover- 
| nor Cochron’s request, to aliow new 


bond issue 


~ 
5 le 


issue bearing 3%. New issue will 
| save about $5,500 annually in in- 
terest, 

Big hurdle is still left, however, 


since it’s the governor's idea to have 


educators are raising a howl. 








RINGLING SHOW 
READY, DELAY 
MAY HURT 


With the Cole  Brothers-Clyde 
Beatty circus im its fimal week at 
the Hippodrome, tthe Ringling Broth- 
ers-Barnum and Bailey outfit ar- 
rived Sunday (4) from the Sarasota 
winter quarters and is readying for 
debut at Madison Square Garden 
Thursday (8). Because of a champ- 
ionship hockey contest Tuesday 
night the big top was handicapped 
in prepping wp the arena, but most 
of tthe steck was spotted in the 
Garden's lower level. 

Reports point to the best advance 
sale the Ringling show has had in 
seven years. 

For the first time it is understood 
the Ringlings and the Garden are 
playing terms. Heretofore the circus 
rented the Garden, rate being re- 
ported at $5,000 daily. Date calls for 
a 50-50 split on all over operating ex- 
penses. Cole-Beatty also played per- 
centage at the Hipp. Reason for the 
Ringling deal with the Garden came 
as the result of the big show being 
shut out during Easter week, which 
ts the big coin period of the annual 
engagement in New York. Hockey 
playoffs for the Stanley Cup, pushed 
the circus opening ‘back. Ringling 
show has grossed between $200,000 
and $250,000 during Easter week in 
previous appearances. 

That period, last week, was easily 
the best for the Beatty outfit, takings 
at the Hipp bettering $60,000. Three 
performances daily were given, af- 





his equipment during winter. 
Second date will be at Gadsden, | 
Ala., following which carney will 


on has not been determined, due to ' 


around to | 


ternoon performances being strong- 
est as expected during the school 
| holiday period. Planned to distri- 
bute cut rate slips for the final week. 
Same is reported for the Ringling 


ishow’'s first performances. 
| 


! 
| 
| 


‘Ankram Again Directs 
‘Ramona, Calif. Pageant 


Hemet, Cal., April 6. 

Morris Ankrum has been engaged 
to direct the 14th season of ‘Ramona,’ 
outdoor play of early California 
which will be given six times begin- 
ning April 17. He directed the pro- 
duction last year. 

Heading the cast of 250 in the 
1937 presentation in Ramona Bowl, 
near here in the San Jacinto moun- 
tains, are Victor Jory and Jean In- 
ness. Lloyd D. Mitchell, general 
manager, is lining up dancers, sing- 
ers and miscellaneous groups. 


Cres At Shera 


Circuses are going to face the pos- 
sibility of running rather dry. on acts 
this coming mid-summer, due ta 
many turns deserting the canvas- 
tops on July 15, when the fair sea- 
son starts. 

Unprecedented number of acts are 
commencing the circus season with 
contracts that expire in July, in 
order that they may play the fair 
time. The thrill turns prefer the one- 
week and longer @¢ngazgements to the 
overnight jumps necessitated by 
circus routing. 

Annually, there are numerous acts 
that drop off canvas-top rosters 
when fairs open, but mumber has 
multiplied alarmingly this year due 
to the upped fair budgets. 








a 


C. L Gets Schoen 


Jack Johnson booked for 20 weeks, 
| starting May 15. with Sam Wagner's 





| Coney Island, N. Y., side show. Col- 
ored ex-champ will lecture and 
peddle. 


Billy Jackson set the deal. 


60 Days of Racing 
Wheeling, April 6. 


| West Virginia State Fair race 
| track here, idle for several years, 


has been leased for five years by an 
| eastern syndicate, represented by 
| former Congressman Ben L. Rosen- 


a Bathing Beauty Style Revue spon- | the new issue purchased by the state | bloom of Wheeling. 
Should ; educational and land funds, and the 


Two 30-day racing meets a year 
will be conducted. 





2 ct pnt oa: seid = 


bid = 2 emi ellaal 


he i ce BAe 


I ee 


SS 


ae 


remnants 


oF aeons <a as 


ee 





SE 

















710 VARIETY. 





Wednesday, April 7, 1937 





BURLESQUE 














Pathe-Marconi Co., French manu- | 
facturers of radio equipment, died | 
April 5 in Pau, France. 

With his brother Charles and two 
others he founded the firm of Pathe 
Freres in 1896, making motion pic- 
ture projection machines and cam- 
eras. The brothers were also the 
first to make newsreels. They in- 
vaded the United States in 1904, es- 
tablishing a studio in Hoboken. The 
concern was later changed to Pathe 
Exchange and in 1935 was reorgan- 
ized and taken over by RKO. 





ANNA LAUGHLIN 

Mrs. Dwight V. Monroe, 50, the 
former Anna Laughlin, diminutive | 
comic opera prima donna and vaude- 
ville actress, committed suicide in 
her apartment March 6. She was 
the mother of Lucy Monroe, radio | 
singer on NBC, 

She won her greatest success as 
the featured player in ‘The Wizard 
of Oz’ during its long run at the 
then Majestic theatre on Columbus 
Circle, with Montgomery and Stone. 
She also sang with distinction in 
‘The Top of the World.’ Her earlier | 
success had been made in vaude- 
ville. She rétired shortly after her 
marriage, which occurred during the 
run of ‘Oz,’ her husband being a 
wholesale diamond merchant. 

She was found by the superin- 
tendent of the apartment building 
in which she made her home with | 
her head in the oven of the gas | 
stove, all of the jets of which had 
been turned on. 
what incoherent note suggesting 
estrangement from her daughter as 


| both 


She left a some- | 


| Oswald Williams, 
the cause of her act, but the latter lusionist, and vice-president of the | 





their bus was wrecked near Salem, 
Ill.. was buried at City Cemetery, 
Alliance, O., following funeral ser- 
vices at Sharer’s funeral home there, 


March 28. 

Wieand was a former resident of 
Alliance, but in recent years, had 
been making his home in Chicago. 
His mother, four brothers, and two 
sisters survive, 

GABRIEL SIGNORET 

Gabriel Signoret, 64, died in a 


Neuilly (France) nursing home fol- 
lowing an operation for appedicitis. 

When he was 20 Jeanne Grainer 
engaged him and brought the young 
actor to Paris where he began a 
long successful career. 

He made his cinema debut in the 
silent days appearing in ‘Bouclette’ 
and ‘Le Reve.’ 
tions he had outstanding parts in 
‘Veille d’'Arme, 27 Rue de la Paix, 


and Les Hommes Noveaux,’ in which 


he played three parts. 





CORAM 
Coram, (Thomas Coram-Mitchell), 
famous ventriloquist, died 
London Hospital, March 25, having 
a relapse following an operation. 
He made a hit in America 
he first toured there in 1902, 
kept his popularity ever since, on 
sides of the Atlantic. For 30 
years he had been a_ performer, 
starting in concerts and circuses, 
then developing his ventriloquial 
act with his doll ‘Jerry.’ Survived 
by wife and two sons, 





OSWALD WILLIAMS 


56, famous il- 


denies there had been any friction | Magicians Club, died of heart failure 


and said she had been with her 
mother on Easter Sunday, when 
everything had been harmonious. 





LOUISE WAKELEE ELLIOT 

Louise Wakelee Elliot, 63, widow 
of Arthur Elliot, English actor, and 
herself active in the theatre for more 
than 30 years, originally in legiti- 
mate and more recently in the com- 
munity and college field, died of 
pneumonia, March 30, at Putnam 
Memorial Hospital, Bennington, Vt. 

Mrs. Elliot and her late husband 
retired from the stage in 1923, to 
make their home in 
Besides participation in local stage 
production, both directed plays. 
Continuing this work after her hus- 
band’s death, Mrs. Elliot staged pro- 


ductions at Bennington College and | 


at Williams College for Cap and 
Bells. 

She took part in a presentation of 
‘Nine Pine Street,’ by the Benning- 
ton Theatre Guild at Bennington 
College only a few weeks ago. 





JAMES McDUFF 

James McDuff, 74, who had been 
on the stage more than half a cen- 
tury, died in Bay Shore, L. I., March 
31. He had been a guest of the Percy 
Williams home at East Islip. 

He supported Lizzie Evans in 
*‘Foggs Ferry,’ was with the late 
Bo>»by Gaylor for several seasons, 
and in the long run of ‘A Trip to 
Chinatown,’ at the old Madison 
Square theatre. He had also played 
wiih George Monroe, Donelly and 
Girard, Rose Melville, and was with 
Mrs. Thomas Whiffen in her vaude- 
ville engagements. His more recent 
appearance was in ‘The Eyes 
Youth,’ with Marjorie Rambeau. 

The body was taken to Providence, 
his birthplace, for interment. 





EMMELINE GAUTIER 

Emmeline Gautier, 72, equestrienne 
and wife of Leonard Gautier, 
equestrian, died at her home, Fan- 
wood, N. J., March 30. Her hus- 
band is now in England working a 
performing dog act, but for many 
years they doubled in a_ bareback 
act, first appearing in America with 
Barnum & Bailey, later playing 
other circuses and vaudeville dates. 

They came from France, both be- 
loneing to old circus families, and 
for a time her husband had his own 
circus on the continent. Two of her 
brothers have stage acts, Arsene, of 
Paris and Alf Loyal, of Loyal’s dogs. 
Three sons, Arsene, Harold and 
Honore, all are professionals. She 
is also survived by five 
children. Interment was in 
Plainfield. 


South 





WILSON KAY WIEAND 
Wilson Kay Wieand, 23, well 
known on the stage as a singer and 
dancer, and in recent years, a pro- 
fessional roller ‘skater, who was one 


Bennington. | 


of | 


grand- | 


at his London home, March 21, 
started stage magic in 1906 


was associated 
Mysteries. 

He played America for Keith cir- 
cuit, as headliner, in 1911, and had 
appeared all over the world. Sur- 
vived by his wife, Rae Warwick, 
who had supported him in his work. 


EDWARD LAEMMLE 
Edward Laemmle, 49, film director 





and nephew of Carl Laemmle, died | 
| 


in Beverly Hills April 2. 
Born 
| picture field in 1916, leading an ex- 
| pedition to the South Seas. He was 
| with Universal for nearly 20 years, 
|and directed, among others, ‘Cheat- 
ing Cheaters, ‘Man, Woman and 
| Wife,” and ‘The Drake Case.’ 
Widow, Peppi Heller 
'and two daughters, survive, 





HARRY L. LEAVITT 

Harry L. Leavitt, 85, former actor 
and booking agent, died in Holly- 
wood March 30. Before going into 
the booking business, Leavitt was 
a member of the vaude troupe of 
Morton, Leavitt and Allen and be- 
fore that was 
;}and Heath minstrels. 
| He is survived by a 
|Charles L., of New York, and a 
| nephew, Al Haagen of Los Angeles. 
| His wife died four months ago. 








THOMAS P. McINTYRE 
Thomas P. McIntyre, 58, amuse- 
| ment park operator and concession- 
aire, died suddenly March 29, at his 
home at Dayton, O., from a heart 
attack. For more than 25 years he 
was a candy concessionaire at Lake- 
| side park there, and before that was 


;a ticket selleg with the Hagenbeck- 





| Wallace circus. 
His widow survives. 





GEORGE WILLIAM BARNUM 


George William Barnum, 84, vet- | . 
- * j | owner-manager of the Groner opera | 


| house at Columbiana, O., died there | 


eran actor, who started with David 
Belasco’s San Francisco stock com- 
pany and came with him to his New 
| York triumphs, died in the Forrest 
| home in Philadelphia, March 30. 

He had appeared in the support of 
Mrs. Leslie Carter and Ethel Barry- 
more, and last appeared here in the 
production of ‘The Noose.’ A sister 
survives. 








EUGENE HUBAY 
Fugene Hubay, 79, violin virtuoso 
and composer, representative man of 


Hungary's musical life, died suddenly. 


Himselt outstanding as a violinist, 
Hubay taught generations of bril- 
‘jiant artists, both at the Brussels 


Academy of Music and at the Buda- 
pest Academy, of which for many 
|} years he was the head. 


| EDWARD DE LEAR 
Edward De Lear, 56, manager of 
Aaron Goldberg theatres in San 


= 
OBITUARIES | 
EMILE PATHE of the 20 members of a professional | 
Emile Pathe, president of the | roller skating troupe killed when 


Francisco, dropped dead in front of 
the Geary theatre in S. F, April 2. 





He was in show business for 30 | 


years, last seven of which were with 
Goldberg chain. 

Survived by his widow Daisy and 
two children, Mrs. Ernestine Whit- 
more and Edward De Lear. Funeral 


_services held in San Francisco April 
| Se 





| AUGUST MOHWALD 


Of recent produc- | 


August Mohwald, 25, a member of 
the Flying Meteors, broke his neck 
a few seconds before 
act when he fell from a trapeze head 
first into the net, in Australia. 

Mohwald had been on tour 
some time with Wirth’s 


for 


| Wohwald was rushed to hospital, but 
died shortly after admittance. 
LITTLE EGYPT 
Mrs. Andrew Spyropolous, 65, one 


Burlesque Reviews 


ORIENTAL, N. Y. 


Burlesque has finally come _ to 
Herb and Mort Minsky’s Oriental 
theatre, after more than three 
months of stiff vaude with a girly 
background, which gave the lie to 
the marquee. Shows are still a little 
revuey, but the heretofore absent 
burley color has been added on in 
both flesh and dialogue to such an 





conclusion of | 


extent that it appears the erstwhile 
spectacle complex, so much in evi- 


| dence, has finally been discarded. 


Circus. | 
Accident happened out in sticks and | 


encountered 
are strange in burley, 
orchestra that can be 
called such, a really nice-looking 
line that can prance and a cleanli- 
ness and orderliness in operation 
that is seen too infrequently. Novelty 


Several 
here that 
namely an 


things are 


|} employment for the line is applaud- 
| ing specialty numbers to warm up 
| audience. 


of the claimants to the title of Little | 


Egypt of the Columbian exposition, 
died in Chicago April 5. 

She recently brought suit against 
Metro, claiming her reputation had 
been damaged by its 


| Ziegfeld.’ 


in West | 


when | 
and | 


He 
with | 
the late Julian Wylie, and for years | 
with Maskelyne’s | 
He retired two years ago. | 


in Chicago, he entered the | 
| and Wynne, later Rogers and Wynne, | 


Laemmle, | 


with the McIntyre | 


brother, | 


The dancer generally accepted as 
title died several 


the holder of that 
| years ago. 
SEYMOUR H. O’DELL 
Seymour Hastings O’Dell, 74, vet- 
|} eran actor and radio commentator, 


died in Los Angeles April 3. 
He came to this country after stage 


for many years. He was a commen- 
tator on station KFI and in later 
years did character bits in pictures 
and radio, 





‘MOM’ McGILLEN 
Mrs. Catherine McGillen, 89, known 


| to four generations of Philadelphians | into a polished peeler. Entire dis- | 


‘The Great | 


work in Ireland and played in vaude | 


, featuring 


| pleasant to 
| cuted for a newcomer. 


Cautious peeling and over-guarded 
comedy are history since the Minsky 
| freres decided to live up to the 
| connotations of their name. Producers 
are, at least, resourceful, and try to 
steer clear of corny variations in 
twisting the old sketches. Their ef- 
| forts are sometimes wasted 
| hands of Phil Silvers, spectacled sill 

type. Hank Henry, slob comic, and 

little Tommy Raft, cacky, though 
|funny, burlesker, register. 
beats both newcomers by 
all he does, clicking heavily in old 


in the | 


Last | 
miles in 


BWAY BURLEY HOUSES 
WATCHED BY SPCC. 


Local burleskers are being closely 
watched by inspectors from the S»- 
ciety for Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children and investigators from the 
d.a.’s office, because of new flood of 
complaints that minors were being 
admitted to houses. 


S.P.C.C. keeps: a weather eye on 
| burleys all year around for just that 
|reason, but is now using a staff to 
| cover all local theatres. So far none 
| have been tripped up on the juve 
ilaw, but S.P.C.C. states there will 
be no delay or string-pulling, if and 








when one is caught breaking the 
law. Case will be rushed to the 


magistrate’s court on day of a pine). 


| Organization will probably have 
{full support. of license commis- 
sionér’s office, which is understood 


| to be plenty burned at N. Y. burley 
| houses and eager to pile on when 
| any one gets in a jam. Commis- 
| sioner Moss has been pretty lenient 
with burleys, it is conceded, but has 
recently altered his attitude because 
of double-cross by operators. 





L. A. BURLEY AT $3.30 


| Burbank Goes Hoity-Toity with Im- 
port of Minsky’s ‘Rhapsody’ 





army smartly twisted poppy bit. 
Straighting of Al Golden and Joe 
Lyons another of improvements | 


excellent in 
Hamilton, 


femme. Girl is really 
her assignments. Ben 
singing juve, ineffective. 

Continuing its role as kindergarten 
for neophyte strippers, house is now 
Della Carroll, former 
nitery fanner whose negligee and 
nightgown strip is something new, 
look at and well exe- 
Julie Bryan, 
slowly matriculating 


also new, is 


| as ‘Mom,’ died Saturday at her home |robing division including Annette, 


| ful figures, she operated 
known drinkery, McGillen’s 
House, on Drury Street. 


| a 


GEORGE PECK 
George Peck, 87, who managed the 


| Barnum, died in Tampa April 3. 
He had at one time been company 
manager for the Four Cohans; was 


; concerned with circus and museum | 
associated | 


ventures and had been 
|} with the Columbia burlesque wheel. 





EDWARD HAYES 
Edward Hayes, formerly of Hayes 


died in New York March 19, of 
cancer. He and his wife, Mona, were 
well known on 
| toured the world. 
| Mrs. Hayes and a daughter survive. 





LEROY J. TIEBOR 

LeRoy J. Tiebor, 45, died last week 
at Tonawanda, N. Y. 

He was formerly well known in 
circus circles as a sea lion trainer, 
having been associated with his 
father, John Tiebor, in animal train- 
ing. 

MARIE STANLEY 

Marie Stanley, 76, widow of the 
late Harry Brown, and herself on 
the stage for more than 40 years, 


A daughter survives her. 


ROBERT MORENCY 
Robert “Buster” Morency, 5, one- 
| time featured child actor in Holly- 
| wood productions, died. in Regina, 
Sask., March 30 from leukemia. 





His parents moved there from 
Hollywood recently. 
FRANK L. GRONER 
Frank L. Groner, many years 


| March 26 from a heart attack. 

| Burial locally. 

JAMES DUNCAN 

| James Duncan, 42, technician for 
| Columbia Broadcasting in Holly- 
| 





wood, was killed March 30 in a fall 
from his apartment in Los Angeles. 
Mother of John Joseph, publicity 
| director for RKO in Chicago, died 
| March 30 in Chicago. 


| 








Bobby Hearn, acrobatic skater, 
and troupe of eight femmes, go into 
the Shoreham Hotel, Washington, 
with Evelyn Chandler and Bruce 
Mapes, April 19. 





Towne and Knolt and Catherine 
Harris, all dancers, joined Tommy 
Dorsey’s band at the Commodore 
hotel, N. Y. 





world tour of Tom Thumb for P. T. | 


the stage, having | 


died in Patchogue, L. I., April 1. | 
She was best known in musical 
comedy, 


their all for ogles. and in 
(new here) looked like the goods. 
| Serewy production of yore has not 


| been gotten away from 


' the throwbacks. Gilded nude negress 
in ritual dance doesn’t help much. 
Other fan numbers and line routines 
with showgirl fronting equal local 
| standards. 

July Smith. colored male singer, is 
another misconception of what 
should be in burlesque. His voice is 
| good but plantation scenes and Bill 
| Bailey’s tapping, other break-up se- 
| quence, don’t belong. Although 
iclicking, Bailey is doubling from the 
'Cotton Club, where he succeeded 
| Rill Robinson. He works verv a la 
Bojangles. Hurl. 


CENTURY, B’KLYN 
(‘MONTE CARLO GIRLS’) 


Customary police problems do not 
concern Raymond tribe operating 
this house. Problem is in trying to 
straddle both sides of the fence by 
so feeding the regulars enough flesh 
and indigo comedy to satiate them, 
and try to retain the heavy femme 
nabe patronage, which constitutes 
40% of the total, with whitewash- 
ings. House cannot get by on either 
percentage alone so it’s a ticklish 
job. Gimmick events such as Coun- 
try Store. Auction Nite and Amateur 
Nite are being used, but the head- 
ache is still there and so are the 


| 


shows lean too much either way. 

Raymond goes to Union City 
weekly to catch and clean up incom- 
ing wheelies before they hit the 
Century, N. Y.’s only touring spot. 
Job is sometimes tough but ‘Monte 
Cario Giris’ is one of burley’s 
miracles, a clean though plenty 
funny show, thanks to an ace comic 
crew. As a matter of fact, ‘Girls’ is 
one of the best shows to hit these 
parts. 





line that combines such ability with | Wea 
| jestic, Williamsport, Sat, 
| ‘Paris By 
| ‘Monte Carlo Girls'—Empire, 
| ‘Ladies in lLingwerie’- 


looks, shapeliness and uniformity in 
size is strictly a Ripley event. Such 
is ‘Girls.’ Costuming and routines 
are enhanced by Century’s full, deep 
stage. 

Usual house additions were not 
necessary nor present. Show carries 
two straight acts, a xylophonist, Glen 

Mason, and adagio team of Marie & 
Mario. Former is badly spotted near 
finale. While good. he misses in late 
spot. 
are young and good looking pair, but 
neea polish. Routines are not hoked 
up enough to give impression of 
more. Practice and polish will un- 
doubtedly remedy. 

_ Charles (Red) Marshall. one of 
burley’s few legit comics, is the final 
answer to whether or not shows 
need blueness. The answer is no. 
Without an offensive word or sug- 
gestive move. Marshall disproves de- 
fense of limited, unresourceful com- 
ics by eliciting honest laughter with 
honest, though burlesked. humor. 
Old nut house bit of 1,000 variations 
is changed again by him for the 
better. Tom Bundy. Happy Hyatt. 
Leonard Murray and Claire Stone. 
latter two straight and _ talking 





femme, also click in hoked dancing 


along with Margie Roye as talking | 


entirely. | 
Tiger rag number with gals in head | 
| to waist catskin coverings is one of | 


Los Angeles, April 6. 

With all the bally of a Hollywood 
fiilm preem, Burbank, Main street 
burleskery, will premiere ‘G String 
Rhapsody,’ with imports from the 
Minsky circuit, at a $3.30 rap. Open- 
ing with the lights, etc., is being 
aimed at the society mob. 

Harry Popkin and the Ringer 
| brothers, operators, are refurbishing 
the interior. 





| in Springfield, Delaware county. For | Gladys Fox and Crystal Aymes de- | 
70 years one of the city’s most color- | liver é 
its best- | couple of cases, the old illusion gag | 


Ale | 


. DJ k 
Rialto’s Summer Stoc 
Chicago, April 6. 

With last Independent Circuit 
show due here for week of April 30, 
the Rialto plans to stay open for the 
summer, using stock policy. Deal is 
set whereby Jess Mendelsohn, for- 
merly of the San Francisco Capitol, 

| will come on to produce. numbers, 


Mendelsohn replaces Chuck Greg- 
|ory who has been preducing com- 
bination stock-Independent shows 
| the house has used all season, and 
who is to produce show at the To- 
ronto Casino, when it opens with 
stock policy, May. 9. 





, 
Akron’s Stock Burley 
Akron, April 6. 

Mile’s Royal theatre here opened 
| yesterday (5) with a burlesque stock 
| policy doing weekly change. 

House is operated by George Katz, 
who also has the Park theatre at 
Erie, Pa., with the same setup. 


LOLA PIERCE JOINS 
Minneapolis, April 6. 
Gayety here opened March 27 with 
stock policy, and playing to biggest 
business in five years, has added 


| Lola Pierce as star stripper. 
squawks from both sides when the | 


Set by Milton Schuster agency. 


Independent Burlesque 


_-— 


Week of Aprii ii 
Girls’—Casino, 
‘Pepper Pot'—Empress, Cincinnath 


‘Swing Pittsburgh. 





A iine that can actually dance is | 
| strictly a miracle in this field. Ajtown. Mon 


| 
| 


‘Bozo Snyder’—Rialto, Chicage. 


‘Nothing But Dames’—En route, Chi- 


| cago, 


‘Top Hat Revue’—Casino, Toronto. 


‘Pardon the Glamour’—Lyrice, Atlen- 
-Tues.; Majestic, Harrisburg, 
; Capitol, Reading, Thurs.-Fri.; Ma- 


Night'’—Troc, Philadelphia 

Newark 
Howard, Boston. 
“Century, Brooklyn. 
Hudson, Union City 

Gayety, Washington 
W heezes’—Gayety, Balii- 


‘Merry Maidens’ 
‘Folie Capers’ 
| ‘Oriental Girls’ 
‘Teases and 
more, 

| ‘Girls 
| ‘Crazy 


‘Beef 


from Toyland’—Capitol, T 
Qluilt'—Gavety, Detroit 
Trust'—Bijou, Philadelphia. 


oledo 





Sister and brother adagioists | 


| and money bits. Magic bit, reduced 
to absurdity, further illustrates what 
can be done. 

Trio of strippers, Bee La Vonne. 
who also does a wiggle in opening 
production number, Dolores Dawn 
and Edna Dee, in order of appear- 
ance, are house limited. Girls are all 
nice looking and versed but are con- 
fined to a fringe finale on a single 
encore. Maybe there’s not enough 
for the vets but the peeks afforded 
seem sufficient. Rest is simply good 
burlesque show. Hurl. 


Pauline. Barrie and Bob Castaine 
are featured as the new dance team 
with Hal Grayson at the Statle: 
hotel. Buffalo. 
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N.Y. World Fair 


(Continued from page 1) 











who originally conceived the entire 
thing back in the spring of 1935, is 
now a steadily growing group of di- 
visions and committees. Grover 


Whalen is executive head, W. Earl 
Andrews is general manager, and 
Commander Howard A. Flanigan is 
administrative assistant. Divisions 
and departments include general 
manager’s, treasurer’s, service, wo- 
men’s, design, publicity and exploi- 
tation, foreign participation and ad- 
visory. There are five automobiles 
at the disposal of the 570 employees. 


Interest Already 

In addition to the five-floor offices, 
Fair exhibit oceupies the 5th avenue- 
34th street corner of the ground 
floor of the Empire State Building. 
Interest in the Fair, evem at this 
early date, is evidenced im the at- 
tendance there. Counting only those 
entering by the main door, 6,141 
came to 0.0, the opening day, Mon- 
dav of last week, 8,047 were tabbed 
Tuesday and 9,062 Wednesday. The 
figure has been rising daily since 
then. 

The Fair itself will occupy 1,216 
acres on Flushing Meadows (com- 
pared to the 600-odd acreage of the 
Century of Progress). Physical work 
is already under way there. About 
500 trees were planted last week and 
a total of 10,000 will be planted this 
year. Foundations for the $900,000 
administration building are just 
about complete, while the field house 
and test building are entirely 
finished. Grading has been com- 
pleted at a cost of $2,000,000. Al- 
though applications for concessions 
are being received, none has been 
let so far. Leasing of lots, however, 
begins this week. 

Whether the Fair will be finan- 
cially successful depends, of course, 
on the bo. The 50,000,000 attendance 
is what the Fair heads figure they’ll 
need te emerge from the red, pay 
off the $27,800,000 bond issue and 
show a profit. But so far even the 
admish price has not been set. Ten- 
tatively it’s figured to be somewhere 
between 50c¢. and $1, with a likeli- 
hood of 75c. being: the final price. 

Of the entire expense of the Fair, 
naturally much will never be re- 
gained. Foreign nations and firms 
erecting buildings will plan to lose 
plenty, regaining it only in adver- 
tising and prestige. And millions of 
dollars in outright grants from the 
city, state and Federal governments 
will not be repaid. Even if the Fair 
doesn’t gross enough to pay off the 
bond issue, however, it’s figured the 
loss can be largely offset by the fact 
that most of the bondholders are in 
businesses which stand fo profit by 
the out-of-town spending in . New 
York during the Fair. 


Bway and Coney Island 

Strong competish for the Fair is 
expected to be furnished by both 
Broadway and Coney Island. In the 
case of the Century of Progress, 
visitors to Chicago had little else to 
attract them but the Pair itself. Out- 
of-towners im New York for the 1939 
Fair, however, will take at least one 
day off to visit Broadway and the 
niteries and another to gander 
Coney Island. 


Just how much the Fair will mean 
to Broadway (and to New York in 
general) in extra business is any- 
body’s guess. On the basis of ‘scien- 
tific estimates, Whalen says about 
$1,000,000,000 will be spent by visit- 
ors as a direct result of the Fair. 

Show business participation in the 
Fair is still too far off to be even 
approximately predicted. The ad- 
visory committee on amusements 
(which will cover legit and films) is 
headed by John Golden, but no 
other members have yet been picked. 

Radio plans are under the juris- 
diction of the advisory committee on 
communications. But, while all 
branches of show business will un- 
doubtedly be represented in Fair 
Plans, almost nothing definite has 
been planned as yet. 





U. S. Watechdegs 
c Washington, April 6. 
ongressmen will have partial 


nny en purse strings of the Fed- 
Dartion Priation for United States 
yaa in the New York World 
jan under provisions of revised bill 
agua $5,000,000 contribution 
offered expo. Rewritten measure 

M by Representative Matthew 
" Merritt of New York adds three 


Sennbers of the House and trio of 
Senators to the 
a of Secretaries of State, Agri- 


ure, Commerce and Labor. 


commission consist- | 
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A Layman on Radio’s Pix Plugs 
New York, March 31. 
Editor VARIETY: 

As a regular reader (and as you 
can see by the above letter-head 
one who is not in the business). I 
would like to answer your question 
which often appears. The matter 
which always crops up about pic- 
tures seems whether or not radio 
broadcasting can help to make a pice- 
ture. 

I would say definitely ‘yes’—the 
first time the producer tries it, but 
if the ballyhoo does not live up to it 
| all, the public will surely shy away 
| the next time. For example, I went 
| te the Roxy all keyed up to see the 
| best picture of the season, and may- 
| be it turned out to be—for I did not 
wait until it was over. In fact, on 
Thursday night when I was there, 
others did the same thing, and it 
was the first showing. I see by to- 
day’s issue of Varmty the theatre 
ig doing tremendous business, which, 
after all, must mean something, but 
let’s blame it on the holiday. May- 
be that’s the answer but neverthe- 
less, Tl] enjoy my programs over 
| the radio im the future for what they 
are and wait to find eut about the 
pictures for myself. 

Arnold C. Blumlein, 








Drummers—They’re Leusy 
New York, April 3. 
Editor, Variety: 

Was interested in that shower bath 
Red Nichols took in your paper last 
week to rid himself of a slight in- 
dignation. I hope he feels better. 
In my case it’s not a matter of seek- 
ing an outlet to cool off. Yet, watch- 
ing Mr. Nichols perspire in print 
awoke in me a few memories and a 
couple of questions. If you'll be so 
kindly, maybe somebody’ll see them 
and answer via your Forum, 

First: in speaking of the evolu- 
tien of modern dance music (jazz, 
sweet, swing, etc.), why do you guys 
always take off either from the 
Dixieland outfit or Whiteman? 
Listen, let me get this on the record 
—quick! Jim Europe was before Art 
Hickman, and Hickman was before 
Whiteman. Don’t that count, or am 
I the only one left who remembers? 


I notice that some of you Vanmery 
muggs are having a love affair with 
Esquire. At least Esquire prints the 
stuff you write on swing music, when 
you might be sharpening up at what 
vaudeville houses are left or getting 
around to the joints. You write as 
if you knew, or profess to know, but 
you grammatical cut-throats don’t 
think back far enough. Pull up a 
chair, kiddies. 

The late Jim Europe was a col- 
ored boy who put himself together 
a dance combo which reached its 
peak when they were professionally 


Irene). They killed all the people 
in New York and also accomplished 
their share of slaughter en tour. 
Yea, that was a combimation—the 
Castles in front of Europe’s music. 
I dislike being one of those ‘good 
oid days’ patriots, but let me say 
that the present generation hasn’t 
seen anything like it. The Castles 
were great, and so was Europe. 

I wonder where you children were 
when the boys came back from over- 
seas. Were you on Fifth Avenue the 
day the lads celebrated their return 
with a parade? Well, Jim Europe 
was in that procession—up in front 
of 50 or 6@ pieces. Have you ever 
heard what 50 or 60 colored boys 
ean do to ‘Over There’? 
imagine? Uh-huh, that was Europe 
and I still think that’s where truckin’ 
started. 


That parade probably meant little 
to Europe professionally, but mu- 
sialiy you can bet it’s too bad the 
newsreels didn’t have sound that 
day so it could have been for keeps. 
It was somethin’. And allowing its 
unimportance, it nevertheless pro- 
vokes the thought of what would 
Europe have done with the modern 
conception of orchestration and in- 
strumentation? He did plenty with 
a dance and brass band of his day. 
It's in the book. And should you 
think I'm talking through my hat, 
you can lift the lid to see what 
makes me tick by getting the Victor 
Co. to dig up and play a platter 
tilted. ‘You're Here And Im Here.’ 
That's Europe and a tune which he 
used to play while the Castles one- 
stepped. Remember? No, you don't. 
There was a drummer on that rec- 
ord who was a drummer. I have 
no idea of his name. 
| Which brings me to 
| query: why are there 





my second 
no modern 


drummers who can take a _ break | 


adopted by the Castles (Vernon and | 


Can you | 





drummer who takes a break with a 
rhythmic figure solely on the snare 
drum? You have not, neither have 
I, and I do my share of listening. 

Your present day drummer has a 
small drum, a big drum, four cym- 
bals, two fly swatters and he’s off 
to the wars. Maybe he’s hot to you. 
To me he’s a series of dull thuds and 
much loud whanging of metal discs. 
This also goes for that guy with 
Benny Goodman, whom you muggs 
think is so great. It’s possible that 
he is as good as they say, but when- 
ever I've heard him, either Goodman 
is holding him down—or he’s bash- 
ful. And now youw’re in my parior 
because, to break down and confess, 
Im just an old percussion pedal- 
pusher from ‘way back. (Putting 
that in to stand off any ‘so you won't 
talk’ quips.) 

But let me explain what I mean 
about drumming. Have yow heard 
Astaire take a break? What he does 
with it? Taps aren't much different 
than the effect a drummer gets with 
his hands. At least, the way Astaire 
dances. Certainly most people’s 
hands are more flexible than their 
feet. Yet, I'm almost of the opinion 
that Astaire can out-dance any 
drummer (and his sticks) in the coun- 
try.. In any case, take this to mar- 
ket—Astaire’s got a better sense of 
syneopation than the way any cur- 
rent pedal-beater is playing. 

So Till prove my point. Have you 
paid attention since Johnny Green 
has been playing for Astaire? An 
improvement, what? No argument. 
Have you noticed how Astaire makes 
that band work with him, particu- 
larly the drummer? Get the Astaire- 
Green record of ‘Bojangles.’ That's 
my possession-is-nine-points-of-the- 
law. It ain’t ne scrap of paper. 
That's rhythm and it’s syncopation, 
too. Most drummers of today seem 
oblivieus of the fact that you can 
have both. 

Astaire’s got it, and that drummer 
with Jim Europe had it. A pretty 
long gap with few bridges. 

Maybe I'm turning into an old 
busted lounge. But in my ledger 
there isn’t a drummer now around 
who’s worth his licks. Sid. 





In Re Jeseph Dunninger 
New York, April 5. 
Editer, Variety: 


In the March 24 issue the follow- 
ing statements were printed in a 
story captioned “Inside Stuff on 
Magis,” which refers particularly to 
Joseph Dunninger. I know it is your 
desire to correct any erroneous 
statements. 

I. “It is reported that he is 
voluntarily working off his in- 
debtedness to her at present.” 

2. “He explains to his audi- 
ences that he is proud of the fact 
that he is not associated with 
any magicians’ organizations, 
particularly the Society of.Amer- 
ican Magicians, which he thinks 
is a rap.” 

In the first place, Mr. Dunninger 
was not financially interested in the 
show to which the article refers and 
therefore is not in any way indebted 
to me. 

Furthermore, the second state- 
ment is absolutely untrue, since dur- 
ing the many years Mr. Dunninger 
has been under my management he 
has not appeared in more than half 
a dozen performances without the 


/personal representation of myself or 


associates. 
Frances Rockefeller King. 





Info on Summer Stocks 
Carleton College, 
Northfield, Minn., 
April 1, 1937. 
Editor, Variety: 


Could you give me some intorma- | 


tion how to get in touch with theat- 
rieal producing companies operating 
in the Middle West and on a fairly 
small scale? I have a couple of stu- 
dents who are interested in directing 
and they would like to get into some 
company for beginning experience. 
Where and to whom could I write? 
Mark Hanna. 

[Wita advent of the summer stock 
season, the above is one of the most 
frequent requests to Variety within 
recent weeks.—Ed. | 





N. D’s Bivercement Test 
Bismarck, N. D., April 2. 
Editor, Variety: 

In your issue of March 24, in dis- 
cussing the North Dakota theatre 
bill, you stated it had not been 
signed at that time. It has since 


; been signed and is a law to become 


| operative July 1, 1937. 


' 


| without merely making a lot of! 


| noise? Have you heard, lately, any 


Another story on the same page 
also referred to an alleged attorney 
general’s opinion that the law was 


WHAT THEY THINK 


| uneonstitutional. In checking this I 
‘find it to be incorrect, and that while 
am assistant attorney general did 
give an opinion privately that the 
‘bill was not worth the paper it was 
written on, nevertheless, it has 
been agreed by both sides, I am in- 
formed, to make this a court case 
with. the definite plans of carrying 
it to the U. S. Supreme Court no 
matter who wins the lower decisions. 

H.. A. Steffes of the World theatre, 
Minneapolis, representing the Allied 
and Publix officials, representing the 
preducer-exhibitor companies, are 


ment for their respective interests. 
Gaylord E. Conrad. 





Reisman’s Am Idea 


New York, March 31. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

While it is true that the innova- 
tion of the amateur program has 
brought into the limelight a quantity 
of desirable new talent, it is also true 
that fame fer the winner has, in the 
majority of cases, been too fleeting. 


teurs are recognized, by 
public polling in their favor, as elig- 
ibles for professional debuts. 
while many of these winners have 
been fortunate in securing engage- 
ments that have elevatec them 
swifily up th ladder of success, look 
at the thousands who have never had 


of fame. 

Secure in the knowledge that they 
‘have the stuff’ (for hadn't the pub- 
lic spoken?) they continue to plod 
endlessly along, studying and im- 
proving—but with little conse- 
quence. Im the vast majority of 
these unengaged cases, the amateur 
does not even know where to contact 
the people in a position to help him. 
This knocking on doors is a haphaz- 
ard business and in the long run 
bears little fruit. The truth of the 
matter is that there are insufficient 
aids for him at present. 

That's why I'd like to suggest an 
employment agency, exclusively for 
these winning radio amateurs who 
are not talented enough to attain 
stardom, but who could _ success- 
fully fill small club and social en- 
gagements. Am agency handled by 
the networks and run by experienced 
radio officials- would prove an inval- 
uable aid in placing our future en- 
tertainers, 

Leo Reisman, 


The Cireus and a Moral 
Brooklyn, N. Y., April 2. 


Editor VARIETY: 

The pending arrival of the Great- 
est on Earth and the reopening of 
VARIETY’s forum moves me to mount 
my favorite hobby. The circus, in 
spite of its lost Easter business, will 
take out of town plenty of money. 
With business conditions good in 
most parts of the country, it prob- 
ably will have a highly profitable 
season. The circus, save in the lean- 
est years, always has made money. 
It has suffered less than any other 
form of traveling amusement and 
can ‘straw’ them when general busi- 
ness is good, 

And this largely due to the fact 
that the circus is the single arm of 
the amusement business to cling to 
the idea that its purpose is to amuse 
its patrons and not to sugar-coat 
propaganda or discuss ethical prob- 
lems. 
| There might be a moral in this for 
the dramatists. 
F. X. De Soto. 





That 16 FP. M. Nitery Lull 
! New York, April 1. 
Editor, Varrry: 

As a layman who thinks himself a 
bit show-wise (which is among the 
major reasons I read Variety re- 
ligiously as a guide to all sorts of 
amusements), I have often wondered 
why so few of the night life man- 


dancing-drinking patronage would 


kill time interestingly. After a din- 
ner in some cabaret or restaurant, 
no matter how late one lingers, the 


quarter of 10. 
until 11:30 p.m. 

That’s perhaps one reason why— 
as I have seen you 
many surcharged film fans come 
into the Radio City Music Hall loge 
section and other picture houses, 
primarily as a_time-killer, but 
usually disturbing many around 
them. They themselves don’t fancy 
the picture divertissement as much 
as it’s a place to park the body. 1 
know that to be the main idea trom 








said to have worked out that agree- | 


And | 





Each week any number of ama-| 
virtue of | 


a second opportunity to lure any sort | Snail 


—=s 





‘Soldier’ Boycott 











| which 
| boycott goes, will be provided with 





agements haven't thought of the idea 
that a sizable portion of the dining- | personal history. Yet, where to go? 


(Continued from page 6) 


bothered. Neither will German- 
language films made outside the 
‘Aryan’ ruies in Austria and Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Latter phase of the business is the 
most complicated and _ difficult. 
Most films made im Vienna, Prague 
or Budapest im the German language 
are, from the 
objectionable. In to 
mitted inte Germany for 
tion, pictures in the German lan- 
guage, no matter where made, must 
comply with the ‘Aryan’ principles. 
Since German-language pictures find 
it almost impossible to earn their 
coin back without showing in Ger- 
many, most of the Viennese, etc., 
pix do comply, Jews not working in 
or on them. But how to label these, 
as distinct from such pictures as are 
made by refugees in these countries 
is the problem, with the result that 
these refugee German pix frequent- 
ly suffer from the bans and boycotts 
innocently. 


anti-Nazi standpoint, 


order be ad- 


distribu- 


Ufa and Tobis 

With the new distinctions in mind, 
both Ufa and Tobis have been 
labelled German companies. There 
never has been any question about 
Ufa, but Tobis has been constantly 
in doubt because of its international 
acles and Dutch origin. Now, 
with the reorganization in German 
filmdom making it clear that Tobis 
is practically German government- 
controlled, it, too, is on the pan. 
Distribs of German-language 
are eligible, insofar as 


pix 
the 


certificates. First such went to 
‘Eternal Mask,’ Swiss pic in German, 
and others will go to pre-Hitler 
German films or Viennese, etc., con- 
sidered in the clear. 

Another move made by these or- 
ganizations is against remake in 
Hollywood by major American com- 
panies of films from the boycotted 
territory. Letters were sent last 
week to Columbia and RKO in pro- 
test against ‘Lost Horizon’ and 
‘Soldier and the Lady’ respectively. 
Attitude is that the companies 
bought material or shots from Nazi 


companies, thus helping the Ger- 
man companies and, indirectly, the 
German government. For the time 


being no more direct action than 
contacting the American companies 
will be attempted since it is admit- 
tedly a complicated notion to at- 
tempt boycott of American product 
just because its origin is partially 
Nazi. 

After he had jerked ‘Amphytrion” 
Ufa-made French-language picture 
from his Belmont theatre, N. Y., last 
week, S. S. Krellberg, operator of 
the house, received a letter from the 
Joint Boyeott Council thanking him 
for the action and commending him 
for it. Picture had played at the 
house 11 days and was picketed by 
the Council and the Anti-Nazi 
League, but was withdrawn by 
Krellberg, he says, ‘at the first op- 
portunity.’ 





Jerusalem, March 22. 

Productions in German which are 
screened in Tel Aviv must now ob- 
tain the okay of the ‘boycott commit- 
tee,’ and any and every advertise- 
ment appearing in a newspaper or 
on a billboard bears the legend, 
‘German Talking—Approved by the 
Boycott Committee.” 

It is known on the best authority, 
however, that not only hostility to 
Nazism is the motive. There is a 
genuine fear that Tel Aviv’s thou- 
sands of Germans will never learn 
to speak anything else if they are 
fed with German pix atid German 
newspapers. Latter are not allowed 
to be published here, and unsuccess- 
ful efforts have been made to bar 
them from kiosks. 





I know that the Harlem Uproar 


appreciate some bright spot at that | House has a 10 p.m. show which is 
10-11 p.m. lull period wherein to|a bright idea. 


There are bistros 
such as Armando’s, for example, 
which have saucy songsters who 


| start doing their stuff at around 10 


patrons usually file out at around a | 
Nothing starts again | 


o’cloek, also. But that’s about all. 
More of 'em! Why not Bill’s Gay 
Nineties, or Dwight Fiske to cut up 


,around 10 o'clock, instead of mide« 


emphasize—so | 





night? Spots for an after-dinner 
liqueur or highball, wherein to repose 
and be diverted for an hour or 


so, 
before one sails further into the 
night. The night life hosts should 


recognize the fact that everything 
is concentrated between 7:30 and 106, 
and from 11 o’clock on. What about 
that heavy-hanging hangover hour 
or so in between? Roger Liman. 
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